A smarter way to give. Today and for the future.
I’ll show you how giving to your favourite cause can last beyond your lifetime

A charitable legacy isn’t reserved for the ultra-rich. You’ve always been known for your generosity - to your family, friends
and especially to your favourite charities. As you consider the legacy you wish to leave, the desire to continue your tradition of
charitable giving becomes even more important.

Talk to me if you are interested in:




Securing perpetual funding for your Mosque.
Exploring new ways to give back to your community.
Do the above while reducing your taxes significantly.

Talk to me if you:




Want to make a lasting impact to your chosen cause that continues even after your death.
You wish to save taxes today while making long-term charitable donations.
Are looking for a planned giving option that is best for you.

Talk to me if you want to know how to utilize any of the following government sponsored programs for now and tomorrow:


Educational Savings Plan, Retirement Savings Plan, Disability Savings Plan and Tax-Free Savings Account

Talk to me if you need to know how the following products work:


Life Insurance*, {Disability Insurance, and Critical Illness Insurance “Insurance for living”}.
(* You can name your favourite charity as your beneficiary on your life insurance policy)

Talk to me

about better mortgage planning for you.
For all your Financial Planning Needs call:
Afif Mutawe

Consultant- Investors Group Financial Services Inc.
100-1345 Waverly Street
Winnipeg MB R3T 5Y6
Investors Group Trust Co. Ltd. is a federally regulated trust company and the mortTel: (204) 489-4640 EXT. 271
gagee. Mortgages are offered through I.G. Investment Management, Ltd. Inquiries
1-888-205-4828
will be referred to a Mortgage Planning (Agent) Specialist.
Afif.Mutawe@investorsgroup.com
Insurance products and services distributed through I.G. Insurance Services Inc.
http://investorsgroup.com/en/
Insurance license sponsored by The Great-West Life Assurance Company.
Afif.Mutawe/home
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Editorial

Words of Revelation

Welcome

Quran
to our special Eid issue.

Allah blessed us with another year to
witness a beautiful Ramadan filled with long
days and short, busy nights to remember Him.
Ramadan is especially a wonderful time to
renew our relationship with our Creator’s final
word to humanity as revealed in the Last Divine
Book, the Holy Quran. Ramadan is a time to
think about the great blessings of food and drink
that we give up, from sun up to sun down. How
many millions have no choice but to starve
throughout the world due to poverty, war,
conflict or other various tragedies.
Our current issue has the overall theme of
Islam and History. Early Muslims made many
contributions to many new fields. Muslim
women are currently thought of as having had
little role in religious discourse or insignificant
contribution over the centuries to the Golden
Age of Islam. However, when one critically fine
combs history, many women show up on every
page of history as pioneers of science and
religion scholarship. We will look at just some of
these examples in this issue.
Similarly, following the theme of history,
our profile interview is of a pioneer Manitoban
Muslim, whose family came to Manitoba almost
a century ago in the early 20th century. They
struggled much more than us to make Canada
their permanent home and contribute to it
through various means in a positive way. This is
proof that Muslims have a long established
presence in this province and insha’Allah a
bright future ahead.
Have a blessed Eid celebration with your
family and friends but do not forget all those
less privileged in our local community and all
over the world.
We look forward to your esteemed feedback
on our current issue, and contributions to our
next issue.
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“Blessed is He Who made constellations in the
skies, and placed therein a Lamp and a Moon
giving light;
And it is He Who made the Night and the Day
to follow each other: for such as have the will to
celebrate His praises or to show their gratitude.
And the servants of (Allah) Most Gracious are
those who walk on the earth in humility, and
when the ignorant address them, they say,
"Peace!";” Surat Al-Furqan (verse 61-63)

Hadith
Recommendation to fast six days of Shawal (month
following Ramadan)
Abu Ayyub al-Ansari reported Allah's Messenger
(PBUH) as saying: “He who observed the fast of
Ramadan and then followed it with six (fasts) of
Shawwal, it would be as if he fasted a wholeyear.”
(Reported by Imam Muslim).

Community News
Births:
•
		
•
		
•
		
•
		
•
		

Br. Osaed Khan and Saadia were blessed with a
baby boy named Zayd.
Br. Idris Elbakri and Sr. Bayan were blessed with a
baby boy named Tameem.
Br. Mohamed Al-Araji and his wife were blessed
with a baby girl named Fatima
Br. Ahmed Kashoot and his wife were blessed
with a baby boy named Abdulbadie
Br. Jazib Sadiq and Sr. Zahra Mahmood were
blessed with a baby boy named Muhammad Jazib

Weddings:
• Sr. Manar Elmakkawi was married to
Br. Ahmed Abddrahman from Alberta.
• Sr. Mariam Bezzahou was married to
Br. Ali Abuyasin from the USA.

Condolences:
• Br. Khizar Ghalib passed away on May 2015.
He is survived by his parents Muhammad
and Sajida Ghalib; sibblings Hiba and Arfal
and uncle Razhib Ghalib. Br. Khizar was 19
years old. He and his family have been in
Winnipeg since 1995.
• Sr. Nageeba Ahmed passed away on May
2015. . She is survived by her daughters
Fatima and Zaynah; granddaughters Maya
and Joni; sister Muzna Rahman and former
husband Waqar Ahmed. Sr. Nageeba lived
in Oakbank since 1977.
• Br. Shaffiet Zackarali passed away in May
2015. He is survived by his wife Mela 		
Zackarali and children Shelly and Tyrone. Br.
Shaffiet came from Trinidad and lived in
Winnipeg since 1969.
• Br. Kazim Khan passed away in March 2015.
He is survived by his siblings Nazim Khan,
Shireen, Nazeema, Taslim, Akleema and
Bibi. Brother Kazim Khan was from Guyana
and a long time resident of Winnipeg.
• Br. Mohammed Nyamath Hussain passed
away in November 2014. He is survived by
his wife Sr. Sultana, son Aman, daughter
Sufia and son-in-law Chad. Br. Nyamath and
his family have lived in Winnipeg for close to
40 years.
• Sr. Atya Mirza passed away in November
2014. She is survived by her husband Jamil
Mirza, daughter Kishwar, sons Khaled,
Imran, Adnan and Kamran and eight 		
grand-children. Sr. Atya worked as a nurse
in many hospitals in Winnipeg. She was a
resident of Winnipeg for almost 37 years.
• Br. Abdul Salim passed away in November
2014. He is survived by his wife Ingse Salim,
son Qasim, daughter Farah, daughter-in-law
Erica, son-in-law Michael and grandchildren
Mira, Aaron, Sabin, Leah. His siblings are
Amjad Mian, Nasreen Akhtar, Mubashra
Sajid, Afzal Mian and sibling’s children
Noreen, Leila, Nasreen, Izza, Nazra, Aliya
and Nima. Brother Abdul Salim came from
Pakistan and was a long time resident of
Winnipeg.
• Br. Mahmoud Omer passed away in October
2014. He is survived by his father Sobhi
Omer, siblings Amir, Ibrahim, Abdulrehman,
Afif, Yousaf, Ali, Jamma, Ahmed, Ilham,
Sadie and Eva. Brother Mahmoud was in his
fifties and spent most of his life in Winnipeg.
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• Br. Sayed Waris Shere passed away in
September 2014. He is survived by his wife
Parvin Shere, sons Shiraz and Faraz and
daughter Sahba and his grandchildren.
Brother Waris Shere was a retired professor
at the Red River Community College, author,
freelance writer and long time resident of
Winnipeg.

Obituary
One of the founding and pioneering members of the MIA, Br. Khaleel Baksh passed away
at the age of 87 years old. Br. Khaleel moved
from Trinidad to Winnipeg in 1962. He was one
of the pioneers of the Muslim community in
Manitoba. He served as the first President of the
MIA in 1966 and was heavily involved in the
affairs of the community and the establishment
of the first mosque in Manitoba, the Hazelwood
Mosque. Br. Mohammed Khaleel Baksh moved
to Ottawa in 1978 and later settled in Kingston
ON. Br. Khaleel was interviewed by the Manitoba Muslim Magazine 2003. You can read his
interview at the following link.
http://manitobamuslim.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/
Br.-Mohammed-Khaleel-Baksh.pdf

Local events:
MIA Al Fajr Institute Ramadan Quran
Competition
This was the second Quran Competition in
Winnipeg. There were 12 levels to compete in and
over 40 participants. The competition was stiff,
with a new category for new Muslims being
added this year. There were 3 community members vying for the top spot of 1st place in the
memorization of the entire Quran category. One
of them being a 12 year old girl.

MIA Iftaar: Breaking the fast meal
July 4th 2015 marked the MIA's first open iftaar
to members of the Winnipeg community, including members of other faiths groups. All proceeds
from the event were donated to Siloam Mission in
the Ramadan spirit of giving and caring.

Ramadan activities
The four main mosques, the Grand Mosque,
the Hazelwood Mosque, Winnipeg Central
Mosque and the Bilal Mosque were full during
Taraweeh prayers. For the third year in a row the
guest Qari from Egypt, Sheikh Hassan Adawi led
the prayer in the Grand Mosque. The mosques
were full with many other activities, such as iftars,
Quran classes, nightly prayers and lectures.
Similar activities were also held in other prayer
locations across the city.

Eid Hampers
Last year with the help of the Canadian
Muslim Women’s Institute (CMWI) MIA distributed 100 Eid Hampers to families in need. Thanks
to the generosity of the Muslim community in
making this happen. InshaAllah we hope to do
the same this year

Ramadan Clothing Drive
A group of youth organized a Ramadan
Clothing Drive. They collected clothing from
members of the community and donated it to a
local organization supporting families in need.

MIA Pre-Ramadan Bake Sales
On June 14, the annual MIA bake sale was
organized at the Grand Mosque. A variety of
food items from many different countries were
sold. Over $4,000 was collected and all proceeds
went to the MIA mosque operations.

Mother Daughter Tea
On May 31st a Mother Daughter tea party
was organized at the Grand Mosque. The event
was aimed at bringing daughters and mothers
together in an event of entertainment and social
gathering. All proceeds of the event were donated to the MIA operations.

Al-Hijra Islamic School Carnival
On May 30, 2015 the Al-Hijra Islamic School,
located on 410 Desalaberry Avenue, held its
annual carnival. The carnival included various
activities such as Bouncers, Pony rides, Games,
Clowns and others.

Islamic Social Services
Biannual Fundraising Dinner
On May 29, 2015 ISSA held its biannual
fundraising dinner at the Hilton Suites Hotel. The
dinner was attended by the premier of Manitoba,
Greg Selinger and various other dignitaries.
Keynote speaker was Justice Richard Scott.

During the dinner Ihsan awards were presented
to Saul Simmonds and Frank Lavitt for their
support of the Muslim community.

Basketball Tournament

On May 2, the 2nd annual Muslim women’s
basketball tournament was held at the Grand
Mosque gym. The event was an opportunity for
young sisters to engage in sports and establish
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social bonds. Also on December 27th 2014 a
similar tournament was held for brothers at
Grand mosque gym.

Muslim Student Association elections:
The University of Manitoba student elections
were held on April 2015. The results were as
follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rami Elzayat- President
Ahmed Farag- Internal Relations
Israa Elgazzar- External Relations
Yasmin Elzayat- Secretary
Osama Jarkas- Treasurer
Kobra Rahimi- Student Life
Aminah Hijazi- Facility Manager
Shahzad Musaddiq- Senior Advisor

Al Maghrib Seminars:
A weekend Al Maghrib seminar was held on
April 24th at the University of Manitoba. The
seminar was titled: Protect this House. The instructor was Shaykh Abu Eesa Niamatullah from the
UK. Another seminar was also conducted earlier
by Shaykh Waleed Basyouni from the USA.

Blood donation campaign:
On April 14th the first of its kind blood donation campaign took place at the Grand Mosque

gym. Staff from the Canadian Blood Services were
available at the gym to screen donors and collect
blood. Another round of blood donation campaign
is planned for some time in August.

Fighting bill C-51
A number of events were organized to create
greater awareness of the dangers associated with
bill C-51. The bill was presented to the parliament

organized by the ladies in the community
was a huge success. They raised over $10,000
for the masjid. It was a team effort by several
sisters who not only cooked and baked all
week, but made this family event a day to
remember. The masjid was packed with
worshipers praying in the corridors. Canadian Blood Services was also present enjoying
our community spirit of cooperation.

Kids activities and programs

by the conservative government following the
terrorist attacks in Ottawa and Montreal.
Many members of the Muslim community
and Canadians at large were opposed to the
bill because it went too far in compromising
the civil liberties of Canadians. The ICNA
Sisters and Amnesty International organized
an event on March 25 titled "Exploring Bill
C-51", where Sr. Shahina Siddiqui of ISSA
and Louise Simbanumwe of Amnesty
International shed light on the pitfalls of the
proposed bill. Similarly, members of the
Muslim community participated with other
Canadians at large in various rallies. Included
in these rallies was the one organized on
March 14 where Dr. Idris Elbakri and Sr.
Humaera Jaleel were among the main
speakers.

MIA Good Friday Bake Sale
The annual Good Friday Bake sale

A number of kids activities were organized over the past months. Some of these
activities were:
• Learn the Beautiful art of Decoupage, for
girls age 6-12 years, organized by Creative
Muslimaat.
• Paint your own Name-Plaque, held at the
Grand Mosque.
• Life Skills Workshops for Young People,
organized by ICNA Sisters.
• Various weekends and holiday kids full
day activities organized by the Zubaidah
Tallab Foundation.

Reaching out and fighting terrorism
On Friday, November 28, 2014, the MIA
organized an open event titled “Not in our
name”. The event was held at the Grand
Mosque and was attended by hundreds of
Winnipegers from other faith groups. The
program included presentations by local
Muslim speakers , Shaikh Ismael Mukhtar,
Dr. Nazir Khan, Sr. Warda Ahmad and Sr.
Laurie Crossman. Following the presentation,
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a lively discussion took place where many
questions from the audience were addressed.
Similarly Islamic Social Services Association
and Winnipeg Central Mosque held an open
evening of sharing and caring at the Winnipeg Central Mosque. The event was also
attended by many from other faith groups.

Multicultural Tea Fest
On October 26th , 2014, the Islamic Social
Services Association organized a cultural day
at the Franco-Manitobain Cultural Centre on
340 Provencher Blvd. Cultural artifacts and
food from a variety of nations were on
display. The event was well attended.

If you would like to volunteer or bring
food for the cafe please contact Br. Qureshi at
204-818-6864

MIA Foodorama: An opportunity to
share culture and support the
mosques.
The Foodorama
was a unique series of
dinners initiated by
the MIA Executive
Council. The purpose
of the foodorama was
two fold; to create a
better appreciation of
the cultural diversity
of our community
and raise funds for
the MIA mosques
operations. Four
dinners were held consecutively in the
following order:
•
•
•
•
•

MIA CAFE
The cafe has been running for the past
year under our volunteer Br. Bilal Qureshi.
The Cafe would like to thank its supporters and all the people who provide delicious
home cooked food to benefit the Masjid.
Every Jumah is made special by the community gathering and socializing by the cafe.
Some cafe goers make this a regular date on
their weekly calendar. Good company,
excellent tea/coffee and healthy food
- come join us!

Egyptian on December 20, 2014
Libyan on January 24th, 2015
Bengali, March 08, 2015
Pakistani, April
Syrian, May 30, 2015

Volunteers from these communities
organized every aspect of the event and made
every effort to minimize MIA costs. All four
dinners were sold out and they were very
successful. In each dinner, members had the
opportunity not only to experience the rich
variety of food, but also some of the other
cultural particulars. Each dinner generated an
estimated net average of $6,000, all of which
was donated to MIA mosque operations.
Other cultural dinners are expected to follow
soon.

PAIN
RELIEF
Whether you have an injury, arthritis, heel spurs, carpal tunnel syndrome, tired legs, swollen ankles
or any kind of mobility problem, go see your doctor and then come and see us. We’re new, and
our team of certified professional fitters (two men and a woman) will make sure that you leave with
the perfect product and the perfect fit, not only for your needs but for your comfort. Give us a try.
We’re just five blocks south of St. Boniface Hospital, so we’re easy to get to by car or by bus.

SPECIALIZING IN COMPRESSION GARMENTS,
BRACING, ORTHOTICS AND MOBILITY AIDS.

264 Taché Avenue • Tel: 204-272-9640
Monday–Friday 9 am–6 pm; Saturday 10 am–4 pm

MIA President’s Eid message
Dear Members of the Muslim
Community,
Eid Mubarak! May Allah (swt)
accept your fast and all of your
acts of goodness during the past
month of Ramadan.
Ramadan is a special visitor. It
comes to remind us of the
immense potential that we have,
as individuals and as a community. We have the ability to
withstand a long day without
food or water, to stand up in
prayer at night, to share our
wealth, to reach out to friends,
family, neighbours and colleagues
and to rededicate ourselves to the
pleasure and service of God.
With our potential and resources
come great responsibilities.
As we celebrate Eid, let’s keep
in mind those who are less
fortunate and unable to enjoy the
basic necessities of life, whether
they are boat people crossing the
Mediterranean desperately in
search of a better life, Rohinga in
Mynmar facing the onslaught of
ethnic persecution, or a simple
homeless person on the streets of
Winnipeg not sure of where the
next meal will come from. We
must step up and be the healing
hand that assists those in need.
We must also accept the responsibility that the future of Islam in
this province rests in our hands.
What we do today, the institutions we build, the generations
we raise, the causes we champion will be part of shaping the
future of our faith community.
We are in a unique position to be
a generation that will be the salaf
(predecessors) of the future
generations of Islam in this part
of the word. This is no minor
feat!
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There are many indicators that
we are rising to the occasion. The
different mosques throughout the
city are abuzz with programs and
activities. Several organizations
focusing on providing specialized
services have emerged and are
growing in strength and impact.
Supportive and collaborative
relationships exist between the
various Islamic organizations.
In the Manitoba Islamic
Association, we continue to focus
on serving the religious, social
and educational needs of the
community while also establishing professional operations that
will enable us to serve you better,
insha Allah. In my second year as
President, I have come to appreciate the power of history. MIA
resonates with the community
because of its half century of
service to the community. I have
gotten to know some of founding
members of the organization, and
I am amazed at what we have
accomplished from our humble
beginnings. MIA is also unique in
that it has an open governance
model whereby community
members are able to elects its leadership every three years. It also
maintains transparency by going
through internal and external
audits on an annual basis and by
publishing its financial statements
for all to view.
Speaking of financial statements,
in this issue of the MM we are
pleased to present mid-year
financial statements. The good
news is that we are able to
maintain operations largely
within budget, and that revenue is
in line with expenses, thanks to
your generosity and support. If
you have any questions about
MIA finances please do not

hesitate to contact the MIA
treasurer, Eid Mahmudov.
One important focus of the
MIA administration is to create
stable and sustainable revenue
sources. Towards that end, I
encourage everyone to join our 100
Seeds campaign. We aim to
replace seasonal donations with
long-term monthly commitments.
This will give us stability and the
ability to do less fundraising and
more planning for a sustainable
future, insha Allah. You can find
out more at www.100Seeds.ca
I must express my gratitude to
the members of the Executive
Council, 1st Vice President Abdul
Aziz, 2nd Vice President Salman
Qureshi, Treasurer Eid Mahmudov, Secretary Ferdose Shiekheldin, and members at large Deema
Syed and Reda Elgazzar. We are
diverse group in ethnicities, ages,
genders and perspectives, and yet
have been able to work as team.
Working alongside them has made
my role much easier.
The EC is only a small segment
of the tens of volunteers that make
MIA work. MIA is truly #RunBy
You. We have volunteers staffing
committees ranging from Takaful,
maintenance and grounds,
outreach, educational programs, to
auditing and IT. The volunteers
make it all possible!
May your Eid be filled with joy,
love and God’s mercy.
Your servant,

Dr. Idris Elbakri
President
Manitoba Islamic Association
PS. Stay connected! Follow MIA on
facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
ManitobaIslamicAssociation) or join
the MIA email list (www.miaonline.
org and click on ‘join our mailing
list’).

Articles:

Muslim Women in History
By: Sr. Amna Burki*
Female Scholars in Early Islam
(And Issues with contemporary Female scholarship)

O

pen any newspaper, listen to any
contemporary political discourse or
watch any television news channel
and you are bound to be bombarded by news
of oppression and state of Muslim women in
the Muslim world. These stories include denial
of female education as in the case of 2014
Nobel Laureate Malala Yusafzai who took a
bullet in her head from the Taliban for merely
trying to get to school. In some Muslim
societies females are totally denied from
entering learning and spiritual spaces like the
mosque (prevalent in many South Asian
countries like India and Pakistan). Even when
these women move to communities that
welcome women in masjids, they are hesitant.
Given the current abysmal record of
Muslim females in Muslim majority lands, it is
easy to blame Islam as a misogynistic religion
that relegates females to be of insignificant
value. However, the reality is that Islam in its
early history was a radical shift in how it
approached the rights and values of females
from the norms in society. Some tribes
amongst the Arabs in that era, had a horrible
practice of burying their daughters alive. The
Quran chides and rebukes this practice and
gave the girl child a voice: “And when the
infant girl buried alive will be asked, For what
crime was she slain?” (Surah At-Takwir Chapter
81: Verse 8-9). And similarly in many ahadith
of the Prophet (pbuh) we find that women
were encouraged just as much as men to seek
knowledge. Islam was the catalyst that gave
birth to the idea of universal education. Prior
to this literacy was confined to only a segment
of the population. For instance, in the West
only monks, bishops, and royalty could read
and write. The majority of the population was
illiterate.
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This was not the case with Muslims as the
very first command received by the Prophet
(pbuh) was to read, hence the emphasis on
literacy, reading and writing. Such was the
encouragement for literacy, that in battles the
non-muslim prisoners of war could earn their
freedom by teaching 10 Muslim children to
read and write.
Early Muslim women played a very
prominent role in our history. Aisha, the
Prophet’s wife, in later years mastered literacy
at a time when it was even rare for men to be
able to read and write. Not only this, she
mastered poetry, genealogy, medicine and
narrated thousands of hadiths of the Prophet.
She played a critical role after the death of the
Prophet in preserving and teaching the faith.
She was among the top scholars and jurists of
her time.
This fervour and zeal to learn amongst
women made them some of the pioneers in
many fields including religion, astronomy and
philanthropy throughout the early centuries.
In fact, it was indeed a Muslim woman who
established the first known University in the
world named Al Qarawain in the year 859 AD.
Fatima Al Fihri inherited a large amount of
wealth that she used to build a mosque and
attach the university to it. She was so passionate for her cause that she fasted every day
during construction of the buildings to bless
them. She watched day in and day out as the
buildings were erected. She could have used
her vast inheritance on fashion and luxury, but
instead wanted to leave a timeless legacy of
education, still alive after hundreds of years.
Pupils were not only taught religion, but all
known sciences of the time including astronomy and mathematics. The Guinness Book of
World Records and UNESCO recognize this

university to be the oldest continuously
operating institution of higher education in the
world. Compare this to the establishment of Al
Azhar in the year 972 AD and the first wellknown western university, the famous Oxford
University that was established in the year
1167 AD.
Many women were known for their
religious scholarship. One of these great
examples is Sayida Nafisa. She was the great
grand-daughter of the Prophet. Imam Shafiee
was a student of Nafisa, learning Hadith. He
held her is such high regard that when he
was about to pass away, he asked that Nafisa
pray for him. En route to his burial, the
procession stopped in front of her house so
she could say her final prayers for him.
Nafisa mastered many subjects like Fiqh
(Jurisprudence), Tafseer and Hadith. In her
later years she resided in Egypt from 809 AD
until her death in 824 AD. Egyptians to this
day admire and venerate her. There was a
mosque built many centuries ago in her
name, Sayyida Nafisa Mosque, in Cairo,
Egypt.
Another prominent female religious
scholar was Zaynab Bint Al-Kamal (d. 740 AD).
She taught 400 books of Hadith. She had “camels loads” of books that would attract students
from all over the world to Damascus. She
taught both men and women in the many
well-known institutes of Damascus. Imam
Dhahabi mentioned how she would narrate
several books of Hadith and students would
crowd around her, listening to her most of the
day. Being a woman was no obstacle to
learning and teaching. She was loved for her
knowledge, patience and an easy approach to
teaching.
Muslim women were also highly esteemed as librarians at a time when books
were handwritten, rare and extremely expensive. One such librarian and a scholar in her
own right was Lubna of Cordoba (d. 984 AD).
She was the palace secretary to Abdur Rahman III and his son and managed the royal
library which had more than 500,000 volumes.
She was required to travel far to acquire the
finest books in an age when traveling was very
difficult. She was also a copyist who transcribed books, and commented on them. She
was also a philosopher and a calligrapher.

Historian Ibn Bashkuwal in Kitab al-Silla
mentions that “She excelled in writing,
grammar, and poetry. Her knowledge of
mathematics was also immense and she was
proficient in other sciences as well. There were
none in the Umayyad palace as noble as her.”
In the Golden Age of Islam women
scholars enhanced our understanding of the
physical world around us. Ana Ruiz in her
2012 book Medina Mayrit: The Origins of
Madrid, mentions Fatima Al Mayriti, known
as the first astronomer in Andalusia or Muslim
Spain. Her father, who was a famous scholar
noticed her intelligence early on, especially her
interest in math and science and worked with
her on many projects including a book on the
functions of astrolabes.
We can clearly see that early Muslim
women were in every field of knowledge,
respected by men and were teachers of men
and women. Why is it that this in not true
anymore? Muslim women are lagging far in
every field and hidden from history. During
early Islamic history according to Dr. Nadwi
from the Oxford Centre of Islamic Studies,
more than 8,000 scholars of Hadith and Fiqh
were women teaching alongside other men in
mosques and homes alike. This number shows
that a quarter (25%) of all scholars were
female. Dr Nadwi was surprised by his
findings that so many of the early scholars
were women.
We need to make sure Muslim girls and
women are inspired by our role models from
history, to reach heights in every field and
endeavour. It is time to pay attention to our
current situation, where in many parts of the
Muslim world, girls are not even getting basic
literacy, cannot enter masjids at all, and
religious knowledge is the exclusive domain of
men. It is important to start educating our own
families and communities of the dire need of
female scholarship in every field, especially in
religion. For Muslims to thrive now, we need
to look critically at what we are doing currently. Are our attitudes towards females the
same as the Pre-Islamic Arabs had? Do we
perceive girls as burdens? Do we give preferential treatment to our sons?
* Sr. Amna Burki is a mother and member of
Manitoba Muslim Editorial board.
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Articles:

Perseverance In The Face
Of Adversity
By. Sr. Tasneem Vali

A

s a child, growing up with a parent
who is a physician, I realized very
quickly that ‘false sympathy’ was
something my mother wouldn’t do. When I
had a cough she never gave me medicine but
instead I was sent off to bed with a dua. I
remember one night in Grade 12, I had a fever
and the next day was my final exam – what
did Mom do? She sent me off to bed with a
glass of water and a dua.
I felt deprived that I never got doses of
antibiotics and cough syrups. You can imagine
the torture of telling your friends you do not
know if flu medicine really tastes awful. I
would secretly lick the top of the bubblegum
flavored medicine my cousins would have. I
was desperate. “When I have my own kids I
will give them lots of Tylenol,” I told myself,
but that was all before I understood why Allah
relates the story of Prophet Ayyub (Job) to us.
Prophet Ayyub is mentioned only 4 times
in the Quran, in Surah Ana’m, Surah Nissa,
Surah Anbiya and Surah Saad. Each Surah
tells us about a different aspect of his story.
Ayyub was from the progeny of Ibrahim
and in the Quran his story follows the stories
of Prophet Suleiman and Daud. We all know
that Prophets Suleiman and Daud had
kingdoms that were unequaled by any human
being even to this day. After all this wealth,
status, and respect in the community we hear

Prophet Ayyub's
story is a test:
when wealth and
abundace is taken
away

Story tells us what
reaction a slave of
Allah should have

about the afflictions and sorrow of Prophet
Ayyub, why?
Allah wants to demonstrate two very
important aspects:
We learn a few important lessons from
Prophet Ayyub’s reaction:
1.

We complain: Why me? Why am I to 		
suffer? Prophet Ayyub showed patience
(sabr). Complaining is the worst response
and it gets you nowhere, but patience is a
		higher level of Iman.
2. Prophet Ayyub was not only patient but
he was content. He was happy and 		
pleased. He accepted completely what 		
Allah had done for him.
3. The highest level is to be grateful to Allah;
Prophet Ayyub showed gratitude and 		
thanked Allah always because what 		
happened could have been worse and 		
Allah protected him from it.
Prophet Ayyub was of noble lineage; he was
wealthy, had many children and was respect-
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ed in his community. The Quran does not tell
us what happened, we only know that in
Surah Saad:41:
“And remember Our slave Ayyub (Job),
when he invoked his Lord (saying): "Verily
Satan has touched me with distress (by ruining
my health) and torment (by ruining my
wealth)”
Allah tells him to strike the ground with
his foot and a spring of water will come up
from which he is to drink and wash himself.
This restored his health and soon his family,
wealth and children were also restored to him.
Remember that the sickness of Prophet Ayyub
was not for a few days or months but many,
many years. Not once did he complain or blame
Allah. He was a true servant. He was patient
and always thanked Allah for what he had.
The dua my mother would recite was the
one Prophet Ayyub recited just before Allah
ended his suffering and affliction.
“And (remember) Ayyûb (Job), when he
cried to his Lord: "Verily, distress has seized

me, and You are the Most Merciful of all those
who show mercy." So We answered his call,
and We removed the distress that was on him,
and We restored his family to him (that he had
lost) and the like thereof along with them as a
mercy from Ourselves and a Reminder for all
those who worship Us.” Surah Anbiya 83-84
What a beautiful reminder for us when we
are afflicted with distress or calamity. Be
patient, be happy with what you have and be
thankful that it was not worse. Pray to Allah
so He shows His mercy. Like Prophet Ayyub
you might receive more than you lost and
better than you imagined.
Allah says that everyone will be tested on
a personal level, through family or community
or society. It is how we react to that test that
will determine our place on the Day of
Judgment. May Allah make us all from the
dwellers of Paradise.
* Sr. Sr. Tasneem Vali is MIA office Manager
and member of Manitoba Muslim Editorial
board.

Articles:

Islamic History Awareness
By: Sr. Sara Usman & Sr. Tasneem Vali
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“The exact measure of the progress of
civilization is the degree in which the intelligence of the common mind has prevailed over
wealth and brute force.” [George Bancroft].
We are all familiar with the Golden Age of
Islamic Civilization and the amazing discoveries in math, the sciences, art and architecture
that were made during that time. Passion for
knowledge, the scientific
method of observation and
deduction made great minds
like Al-Khwarizmi, Ibn al
Haytham and many more,
stay up nights to ponder over
the wonders Allah has
hidden for us to decode.
What helped them stay up
and be alert? What was that
drink that set the perfect
atmosphere of discussion,
sharing and intellectual
engagement? That drink also
has a social aspect as it is
linked to memories of family,
friends and belonging.

a part of European culture. [www.lostislamichistory.com]. However, the drink that
captured Muslim hearts is chai. Even though
the discovery of tea is attributed to the Chinese
it soon became a worldwide favourite. Persian
traders took it West where it was called Chai,
which means “green juice” in the Farsi
language, similar to the Arabic word Shai.
Today tea and coffee are staples
in any household in the east.
Especially in hot countries where
Islamic culture is prevalent, the
warm drink is used to cool
down.

In the 1400’s coffee was popular as a drink
among Muslims in Yemen. Legend goes that a
shepherd noticed that his goats became very
energetic and jumpy when they ate beans from
a particular tree. He tried them himself,
noticing they gave him an energy boost. Soon,
coffee found its way from Yemen to the rest of
the Ottoman Empire in the 15th century.
Coffeehouses specializing in the new drink
were the rage in all major cities of the Muslim
world: Cairo, Istanbul, Damascus and Baghdad. From the Muslim world, the drink found
its way into Europe via Venice. Coffee became

The event was a huge success and catered
to everyone in the family. For some it was a
journey, taking them back through time,
reflecting their love for tea - their favourite
drink at home, family gatherings or hanging
out at the teashop with friends from university
etc. The Tea Fest, held on Sunday the 26th of
October 2014, aimed at bringing the family
together to spend time meeting people from
around the world with different cultural
backgrounds, all under one canopy. In
addition to the traditionally Islamic countries
like Pakistan, Malaysia, and several Arab
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This might sound counterproductive, sipping a hot drink
in 40-degree weather, but the
sweating causes one to cool
down. This year, ISSA marked
Islamic History Month through a
culturally enriching experience
using tea as a pivot to address
various cultures around the
world.

countries, there was also representation from
Japan, Wales and India.

with story time. This is an ongoing program
and is open to all families.

ISSA’s initiative to celebrate ‘tea’ served as
a binding force cementing cultures of the
world. Tea – the drink that sparked conversations and ignited thinkers to put forward
theories that revolutionized the world was the
glue of the entire day. Tea and tea drinking
culture proved itself as an excellent agent to
promote diversity: people thoroughly enjoyed
chatting ‘over a cuppa’, shared real life experiences comfortably and bridged the gulfs of
cast, colour and creed through sips in between
friendly conversations, all in good faith.

February 2015 saw swimming classes at
the Eldon Ross pool at Pacific Ave for new
learners. The outcome was great as the ladies,
nervous of the water at first, learned how to
swim and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We
are currently working on providing a new
session.

A pleasant day in the fall could not be
spent in a more productive way than to
interact with amiable, hospitable people of
diverse origins and get an opportunity to
experience culture through distinct tea
flavours and other special dainties. There were
fascinating Tea Ceremonies from around the
world and the Cultural Fashion Show allowed
children to exhibit and represent their origins.
A warm social experience was indeed had by
all who attended.

The Canadian Muslim
Women’s Institute (CMWI)
CMWI would like to share with you our
programming and activities for the past year.
Starting in July 2014 during the month of
Ramadan, over 100 hampers were distributed
to the needy. A food drive is already underway and we hope to do the same this Ramadan. We are very happy to be collaborating
with MIA on this project.
In October 2014 and March 2015, we
introduced the Wiggle Giggle and Munch
program. This program is mainly for preschool
children and mothers, with a facilitator and a
co-facilitator running the program. Beginning
with free play for the first 15 minutes, the kids
are encouraged to play together, and later, the
facilitator introduces skill games & craft
making. Kids enjoy healthy snacks and finish

April 15 at the Immigrant Centre, during
the sharing circle, the ladies told their stories
on how they came to Winnipeg and the culture
shock they experienced. For the speaker it was
a great learning experience, learning about the
new cultures of our CMWI clients.
CMWI was asked to participate by
bringing the children of our clients to a Police
Dinner with the youth newcomers. This event
was arranged by the Somali community
(Jamaa's) and held at the University of Manitoba. Many newcomers sometimes have
wrong ideas about the police, fear the police or
think they are here to harm people. This
dinner was arranged especially for these new
immigrants and to educate them on what the
police here in Winnipeg do. The police are
here for our safety and to take care of the
community, not to harm anyone. The hope
that this reaching out to the youth by the
police would dispel the misconception they
may have of the police.
Health and Safety workplace workshops
were held for new immigrants by staff from
CMWI and ISSA in a joint venture. Many
newcomers who held jobs in their home
countries had no health and safety rules to
follow. Attendees were educated about what
do to and what to look for while at work. They
were told how important it is to protect the
health and safety of workers in Manitoba.
Meaghan Morrish from ISSA along with a
doctor from Toronto visited CMWI and spoke
to newcomer girls about health and female
issues. In this workshop, the young girls came
from an environment where their parents or
school do not talk much about this topic with
them.

Manitoba Muslim

23

English as an additional language (EAL)
classes continue weekly. Our classes were
moved from Saturdays back to Wednesdays
from 12 to 2pm, as we have a new EAL teacher
Hiba Kassim. Many thanks to our former EAL
teacher, Aiman.
A food handling and babysitting course
was held at CMWI by Aiman Syed from
IRCOM as many immigrants like working
with children. The ladies learned how to store
food properly, and how to check for expiry
dates on foodstuff. At the babysitting course,
they learned different games to play with kids
and also some rhymes.
Our sewing program is still operating and
we have been able to secure many jobs for our
participants. As an example, if you ever go to
Victoria General Hospital and see volunteers
wearing those blue vests, know that our
sewing students made all of them.
CMWI was able to accommodate the
following gatherings:
1) ICNA sisters gathering at our CMWI
multi-purpose room, where convert sisters
socialized with Muslim sisters. 3 speakers

spoke about their journey to Islam and what
influenced them.
2) CMWI was able to accommodate
another non profit group, Mosaic, to use our
space for their meetings.
CMWI continues to pay home visits when
needed, offer interpretation services to our
clients and help them to deal with settlement
issues such as getting a health card, registering
children in school and whatever else is
necessary to adjust to a new life in Winnipeg.
CMWI is working very hard to meet the
needs of the newcomer and established
Muslim families and is happy to have a good
working relationship with so many other
organizations. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those who have made
financial donations and volunteered with
CMWI in the past. It is greatly appreciated. For
more information on how you can become a
part of our organization in any capacity, big or
small, please contact us at 204 943 8539 or
email yasminali@shaw.ca
From the Board of Directors at CMWI we wish
you all a very blessed Eid Mubarak!

Assiniboia Surgical Centre
Phone: 204-897-3450
Fax: 204-897-3460
Website: drwalton.ca
Address: 3520 Roblin Blvd.
Assiniboia Surgical Centre is pleased to announce the
addition of Dr. Reda Elgazzar to our Surgery Center.
Dr. Elgazzar will do both Basic and Advanced Oral
Surgery procedures: including teeth extraction,
wisdom teeth, dental implants, biopsies, TMJ, and
Jaw Surgery.

Phone # 204 415 5979
2995 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg – MB, R3T 2H5

Everything at Reasonable price
At Fort Richmond neighborhood
Authentic Fresh and Halal Local Beef,
Mutton, Lamb and Chicken.
All type of Ethnic food.
Arabian, Iranian, Afghan and South Asian type
of Spices, Rice, Lentils, Beans, Canned Food,
Snacks, Dairy Products, Juices and much more.
E mail : everydaygrocery2995@gmail.com

Winnipeg’s growing
Islamic Institutions
Over the last few years a number of new Islamic institutions were established. Three
of the latest are the Al-Huda mosque, Dawa Center and Iqra full time school.

Al-Huda Mosque:
Al-Huda mosque is located on 1551 Arlington
St. It is the first mosque in the North End of

the city. Regular Jummah prayers are held at
the mosque as well Taraweeh and some
halaqas. The building was a former church
purchased by some brothers.

Dawa Centre:
Dawa center is located on 368
Edmonton Street. It is conveniently located at the center of downtown behind portage place. It is a
3-story building. The place was
rented for many years but was
purchased recently by some
brothers. The center holds regular
5 prayers, Jumma prayers,
different programs and activities.
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Iqra School:
Iqra school is also located on 368 Edmonton. It
opened its doors on September 2014. Currently
it has about 40 students. The school includes
Kindergarten and elementary (grade 1-8). Iqra
will be a new addition to the already existing 2
full time Islamic schools, the Al-Hijra and Sofia
school.

Faizan-e-Madina Center:
Faizan-e-Madina Center is located on 585 St Annes rd. The center is used for certain gatherings such
as weekly Ijtima every Sunday in the evening, special occasion programs and other. The centre is a
branch of Dawat-e-Islami movement founded in Pakistan in 1981.

Business advertisement rates in Manitoba Muslim Magazine:
Advertisement Rates:
Full Page - 1st Page after Cover (Ad-Hoc)
Full Page - 2st Page after Cover (Ad-Hoc)
Full Page - Back Cover (Ad-Hoc)
Full Page - 2nd Last Page (Ad-Hoc)
Full Page - 3rd Last Page (Ad-Hoc)
Full Page - Inside (Ad-Hoc)
Half Page - Inside (Ad-Hoc)
1/4 Page - Inside (Ad-Hoc)

$250.00
$250.00
$450.00
$250.00
$250.00
$200.00
$100.00
$75.00

Ad Specs:
Full page
1/2 page
1/4 page

8"x10"
8"x5"
3.5"x4.5"

jpeg
jpeg
jpeg

300dpi
300dpi
300dpi
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Advice:

The Importance of
verifying information
By: Shaykh Abdul-Azeez ibn Baaz*

I

advise all of my brothers to verify
whatever is spread by the people
regarding the scholars and others. This is
because many people broadcast information
regarding the scholars and students of
knowledge that has no basis. So if the believer
does not verify these affairs that are spoken
about, then the people will fall into error – and
this is not considered as advising sincerely for
the sake of the religion.
Indeed Allaah (the most Glorified)
denounced the one who does not verify
information and refer back to its people. He
said:{When there comes to them some news
regarding safety or fear, they make it known
(amongst the people), if only they had referred
it to the Messenger or to those charged with
authority among them, the proper investigators would have understood it from them
(directly). Had it not been for the Grace and
Mercy of Allaah upon you, you would have
followed Shaytaan, except a few of you.}
[04:83]
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silent). He (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam) also
said:((It is sufficient for a person to be a liar
that he narrates everything he hears.)) Each
person is responsible for every statement and
action; Allaah (the most Exalted) said: {Not a
word does he (or she) utter, but there is a
watcher by him ready (to record it)} [50:18]
He also said:{So, by your Lord (O Muhammad), We shall certainly call all of them to
account for everything they used to do.} [15:9293]
So beware O believer that Shaytaan makes
you err and deceives you due to you not
verifying such affairs and information. Due to
this, you then fall into actions which lead to
regrettable conclusions and you are apologetic
when an apology is no longer of benefit.
You should know O my brother that Shaytaan
always strives to cause problems, hatred and
jealousy between the believers. He strives to
lead the believer into actions which decrease
his good deeds, if he is unable to fall into
innovations and sinning.

He also said:{O you who believe, if a
disobedient person comes to you with news,
verify it, lest you harm people in ignorance,
and afterwards you become regretful to what
you have done.} [49:06]

Allaah (the Glorified) said:
{Surely, Shaytaan is an enemy to you, so take
him as an enemy. He only invites his followers
that they may become the dwellers of the
blazing Fire.} [35:06]

The Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa
sallam) said:((Whoever believes in Allaah and
the Last Day should speak good or remain

* Shaykh Abdul-Azeez ibn Baaz,was the late Mufti
of Saudi Arabia and prominent scholar of Islam.
Majmoo’ al-Fataawa wal-maqaalaat 8/247
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Community Profile
The Abas family, the oldest Muslim family in Manitoba
Profiled by: Sr. Tasneem Vali*

A

ccording to official
statistics, between 1882 and
1992 a total of 215,331 immigrants
from the Arab world arrived in
Canada. Of these, only 7 percent
arrived during the eighty years
from 1882 to 1961. This first
period of Arab immigration to
Canada is labelled the “pioneer
wave”.
Pioneers have a willingness to
endure hardship in order to
establish their homes in new
places. Ernest Abas’s parents
were pioneers in the real sense.
His father was originally from
Lebanon and his mother from
Homs, Syria and they arrived as
part of the ‘pioneer wave’ of
immigrants in 1914. His parents
were married and were supposed
to come to North America – USA
on the Titanic, but as luck would
have it they didn’t get tickets.
They arrived in Nova Scotia in
1912 on the Cunard Steamship
Liner and travelled to Minnesota
where they lived for 1 1/2 years.
In 1914 Ernest’s father bought a ¼
section of land in Hodgson for $5
or $10, known as a homestead,
and his wife joined him to settle
down and bring up a family on
their farm.
The family of 3 boys and 5
girls with Ernest being the
youngest of the boys was raised
on the farm. At that time there
were only 2 other families of
Arab descent. They eventually
moved away and the Abas’s are
no longer in touch with them.
The children in order of birth are:
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Joseph (late), Freda (late), Lilian
who is 98 yrs old and currently
resides in Winnipeg, Annie, Dora
(late), Omer, Ernest (c. 1926) and
Irene.
Mr. Abas describes the period
on the farm when they were kids,
growing up in a country new to
their parents. He says, “Times
were very difficult, there was no

money but what mattered was
that people helped one another.
They were kind, helpful and
honest.” He reminisces about the
people, “The John Ross and Peter
Sinclair families were first and
foremost in offering their help.
They helped my father get started
with the farm and didn’t charge
him anything for their time.” “Our
parents worked very hard and
brought us up with good values
– honesty and truthfulness. All of
us went by what our parents
taught us about religion and
worshipping God. As we grew up
and learned to read and write, the
Quran was available for us to read
and understand.”
“My father made a living on
the farm and my mother worked
alongside him. We all went to a
one-room schoolhouse (grade 1-9)
that was a 3 mile walk one way.
The teachers I recall, because of
their dedication and thorough
way, were Addie Shergold and
Beatrice Selden. Ms. Addie taught
not only my siblings but also my
nieces and nephews, she was a
teacher for about 40 years.”

Q:
A:

Describe your home
environment growing up.

There was no electricity in
Hodgson then and we had
to heat our home using wood.
Most people were farmers; we
milked cows and grew our own

http://www.multiculturalcanada.ca/Encyclopedia/A-Z/a21/3

vegetables. I cut wood to earn
some money. Later, times
became even more difficult in the
1930’s when the Second World
War started. I had two brothers
who were old enough to join the
Canadian forces during the war,
but they were not accepted due
to medical reasons.
I asked about what language
they spoke growing up, “I spoke
Arabic, but now am out of
practice. In fact I have never been
to Syria or Lebanon, even though
we have relatives there that we
are in touch with.” So, how did
you meet your wife? “She came
to visit her sister who lived here
in Manitoba. That is how we met
and then got married.”

Q:
		

Describe the changes you
have witnessed over the
years.

A:

When I was being raised,
we were thankful for what
we had and it was enough but
not much. Nowadays everybody
is into the latest gadget and that
makes for poor citizens. Our one
room school taught us discipline
and honesty. Parents today do
not know how to discipline their
children and that is a shame. A
strapping sometimes is needed;
there is nothing wrong with that.
Also roads are better and in
general the standard of living is
higher and easier.
I am amazed at all the things
that Mr. Abas has done. He has a
part time job as a jail guard for
the RCMP, he was a Councillor
for the RM of Fisher for 30 years
and still collects weather data
that he has been doing for 45
years. He helps people file taxes
and is also a Marriage Commissioner. I asked him about his
most memorable marriage

ceremony. He replied, “A couple
wanted to get married on a raft
floating in the middle of the lake.
Everyone was standing on that
raft and I was trying not to fall off
while performing the ceremony.”
Ernest has always lived on the
farm and says he doesn’t care for
city life. The farm is home, winter
is hard but summer is gorgeous.
Family is very important to the
Abas household. Ernest and Anne
have 3 children and lots of
grandkids. They have 2 boys Alec
and Austin and a daughter Lillian.
Austin is an accountant with
KPMG, married to Siham and
they have 4 lovely children, Selwa,
Mohammed, Besama and Besam.
Alec works at Fort McMurray in
Alberta with his wife Ameni and
they have 7 amazing kids,
Murwan, Waled, Marwa, Obedia,
Jeehad, Safa and Rema. Lillian is
married to MT Ahmed with 3
adorable kids, Carole, Sabiha and
Naceeb. Ernest and Anne are also
great grandparents. Their first
grandchild is Carole, who has 2
very sweet children. She is
married to Jehad and they live in
Winnipeg. Carole’s first child
Malik is their first great grandchild.
I ask him whether his kids
miss the farm. He replies, “the
kids left the farm at an early age
and so do not miss it as it is hard
work living on a farm. But the
grandkids love it and visit us very
often. Together we enjoy the fresh
air, sitting in the cool shade and
outdoor bar-b-que.”

Q:
A:

What advice would you
give to parents today?

parents. Also, because everything
is easier in general, you do not
have to work for everything like
when we were growing up and
most kids do not have a sense of
responsibility. Parents need to
teach them that with actions come
responsibility and consequences.

Q:
A:

Your parting thoughts.

Take your parents advice
and also use your own
judgement to guide you through
life. Respect and live according to
the law of the land. You have
freedom of worship as well.
* Sr. Sr. Tasneem Vali is MIA office
Manager and a member of the
Manitoba Muslim Editorial board.

Manitoba
Muslim archives
The archives of the
magazine are available
on the link below.
All issues going back to
2008 can be accessed
on line. More to follow
in the future.
http://manitobamuslim.
com/

Do not give into your
children’s unnecessary
demands. Teach your children to
respect adults, teachers and
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Book review:

Islamic Awakening
Between Rejection and
Extremism
By: Dr.Yusuf al Qaradawi. | Reviewed by: Saqib Rajput*.

W

ith the fall of the
Islamic caliphate and
the general decadence
of the Islamic culture, Muslims
and especially Muslim youth,
have found themselves striving
to bring back the prestige their
great nation once had. The severe
economic, social and political
degradation of the Ummah has
led many youth to believe that
the only way to “awaken” the
enthusiasm of the ummah, is
through rash means. This zeal
has eventually found itself
transformed into discontent,
friction and pessimism. Young
activists believe that an awakening would only occur with the
rejection of all things foreign to
Islam and by replacing them
with strict adherence to what
they believe to be pristine Islam.
In this book, Yusuf Qaradawi,
a seasoned scholar and worldrenowned author, examines the
causes and nature of extremism
and lends his advice towards
some of its possible solutions.
From the outset, Qaradawi
points out that it is not his
intention to condemn or praise
this modern phenomenon, but to
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lay the foundations to a better
understanding of it and to
possibly guide the phenomenon
aright. Dr Qaradawi identifies
extremism as remoteness in
religion, thought and behavior,
just as literally the extreme of
something is the furthest one can
be from its center. Qaradawi does
not mean, however, that extremism is following a hard line but
respected juristic opinion. Rather
it is that remoteness which is
manifested in bigotry, pride,

harshness and overburdening.
With this definition, extremism
goes against moderation, the very
essence of Islamic teachings and
way of life. Dr Qaradawi states
that a primary cause of extremism
is lack of knowledge. Jubilant
youth are quick to pass judgment
on an issue with only the smallest
consideration as to the legal
consequences of their opinions.
These activists have little appreciation for the depth of Islamic
jurisprudence. The particulars of
Hadith, Usul and Fiqh are foreign
to them. Qaradawi also points out
that there is a cause to the general
lack of knowledge of these youth.
According to him, the youth have
lost respect for many scholars
throughout the Ummah. The
youth have come to see scholars
as becoming too compromising in
their juristic opinions; ever ready
to appease corrupt governments.
At the same time, many scholars
have distanced themselves from
those active in the Islamic reform;
quick to blame the youth and turn
up their noses at their weak
understanding.
Another salient cause of
extremism, as pointed out by

Qaradawi, is that Islam has
become a “stranger in its homeland.” The practice of Islam has
become something foreign in
Muslim countries. The call to
prayer has become silent, laws
have moved from being founded
on Shariah to being based on
secular thought and Western
culture has replaced much of
Islamic culture. Like an understanding father, Qaradawi
advises his young Islamist
counterparts on how to remedy
extremist tendencies. He points
out that a major area of improvement for the youth concerned
with the Ummah’s awakening is
their methodology of learning
Islam. He reminds the youth of
the many years of training
scholars take before they are able
to lead the Muslim people,
academically or otherwise.
Companions spent years studying under the tutelage of the
noble Prophet, on whom be
peace, before they taught others.
Even after attaining respect
amongst other scholars, these
Muslim leaders were most
observant of the manners of
debating and disagreement.
Qaradawi advises the youth to
invite others to Islam in the same
manner that the great scholars
and leaders did. The Prophet’s
teaching itself was characterized
by relating to each individual’s
understanding, level of commitment to Islam and personal
circumstance. Thus, Qaradawi
mentions that we should not
burden people new to Islam or
weak in their commitment to the
religion with intricacies. Rather
we should remind them of those
things that are most crucial to
Islam. Further, Qaradawi directs
those serious about Islamic work
to familiarize themselves with
Usul. He states that a great
problem of extremism is its

tendency to over emphasize the
insignificant and to ignore the
important. A student of Usul will
find within the study the prioritization of issues.
To further the remedy,
Qaradawi gives some counsel to
his fellow scholars and leaders.
He advocates that scholars must
learn how to relate to the youth
and to find out what their
problems and concerns are. He
advises scholars to “abandon
their ivory towers, forsake their
intellectual heritage and come
down to earth with the young.”
In true Qaradawi style, this book
leaves the reader with a lucid
understanding of the subject at
hand. Letting the facts present
themselves and not clouding
them with emotion, his juristic
background comes to the forefront. Equally, Qaradawi’s love
for literature is apparent by the
ease and enjoyment by which the
book is read.
Qaradawi dedicates a few
paragraphs dealing with the
North American experience and
extremism. One would hope that
in future versions of the book,
even greater space would be set
aside for this study. Qaradawi
explains that Islam in North
America is new and is facing
different conflicts than Islam in its
native lands. The context of a
pluralistic, secular and materialistic society means that Islam must
take on its challenges in a manner
that is characterized by ease and
facilitation, rather than constraint
and extremism
* Saqib Rajput was a former
youth leader and active member
of the Winnipeg Muslim community. Currently he resides in
Toronto, he is a Chartered
Accountant.
(Reproduced from Manitoba Muslim
Magazine archives 2003)

poem
Thanks Ramadan
You brought us all together
Thanks Ramadan
You brought us to the masaajids
Thanks Ramadan
You brought us closer to the Qur'an
Thanks Ramadan
You reminded us to do good deeds
Thanks Ramadan
You reminded us to pay our Zakaat and Sadaqat
Thanks Ramadan
You've stopped us from anger and fights
Thanks Ramadan
You've given us a chance to renew our emaan
Thanks Ramadan
You've given us hope of mercy from our Rehman
Thanks Ramadan
You've given us a chance to restart our lives
Thanks Ramadan
You've given us a chance to think about our death
Thanks Ramadan
You are in our favour, you are a true friend
Thanks Ramadan
We've had a marvellous time together this year
Thanks Ramadan
If we are alive, we'll reunite next year
Goodbye Ramadan
Goodbye Ramadan
By Shaheena Awan

Quote:
“Declare your war on thirteen enemies you
cannot see: egoism, arrogance, conceit, selfishness, greed, lust, intolerance, anger, lying,
cheating, gossiping and slandering. If you can
master and destroy them, then you will be
read to fight the enemy you can see.”
Al-Imam Al-Ghazali.
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Youth section:
Articles:

HEALTHY HABITS
HELP MAKE GOOD
FRIENDS
By Hamza Haque*

HEALTHY HABITS HELP
MAKE GOOD FRIENDS
Health is wealth. I hear my
mother say this ALL the time!!
But, do we really know WHY
health is important? Healthy and
active living is part of being a
good Muslim.
The Prophet Muhamamd
(PBUH) said, “Ask Allah (swt)
for forgiveness and health, for
after being granted certainty, one
is given nothing better than
health."
- Related in Tirmidhi
Proper diet and regular
exercise is good for our mind,
body, and soul. Also regular
exercise helps us sleep better.
When we are active during the
day, we will fall asleep easily at
night, stay asleep longer and wake
up fresh in the morning – just in
time for morning (fajr) prayer.
Good health and good habits
also help us make good friends
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who share similar interests. We
should promote good habits that
help us maintain good health. One
example is the annual cancer walk.
I recently took part in a cancer
walk. This year it was cold.
Before the cancer walk, we had
hot chocolate and doughnuts.
Then our friends also joined us.
After some warm-up, we all
started our walk. Many people
were running. We walked in a

The Prophet
Muhamamd (PBUH)
said, “Ask Allah (swt)
for forgiveness and
health, for after being
granted certainty, one
is given nothing
better than health."
- Related in Tirmidhi

group. There were lots of volunteers cheering us all the while we
were walking. We walked for 5
kilometres. It was fun! I really
enjoyed my walk and I did not
feel tired at all. We took pictures
on the way. After we finished our
walk, I played with my friend.
We had some snacks and ice tea.
Then we came home.
Next year I plan to go for the
cancer walk again. I want to make
a team with my friends and
participate in the cancer walk. I
hope some of my friends will
come with me, especially after
reading my article. I want to
choose a cool name for my team.
I want to encourage all my
family and friends to join the
cancer walk. Come out and have
fun. You will enjoy the walk. It is
a healthy exercise and you will
also make new friends. Remember, healthy habits make healthy
friends.
*Hamza Haque is a Grade 3 student,
enjoys Social Studies and ice hockey.

Muslims have an extremely rich heritage and these are some of
the contributions made to society:
Science
Muhammad Ibn Zakariyya al-Razi was the first physician in history who differentiated between
smallpox and measles and described in detail the symptoms and signs. He reported his finding in the
book: The Book on Smallpox and Measles, which has been translated into numerous languages.

Technology
One of the most popular devices of this generation (the camera) is derived from
the hard work of Ibn al-Haytham of Cairo [Egypt] [965 –1039]. Also known as the “father of optics”,
he was a leading authority on optics and made great advances in the scientific understanding of how
the eye functions and of the behavior of light; he was also the first to invent binoculars.
Chess
Chess has always been one of the most popular and universal games with millions of people around
the world playing it recreationally or professionaly. While a form of chess orginiated in India over 5,000
years ago, it was studied scientifically and developed by Muslums in Persia after its
conquest. From Persia, its popularity spread to Europe, China and Japan.

Education
The first university to built in the world was by Fatima al-Fihri in 859 AD. The university orginiated as a
Mosque and was later developed into one of the leading universities of natural sciences. The University
of Al-Karaouin is located in Fes, Morocco and is recognized by the Guinness Book of World
Record as the oldest degree granting university in the world.

Recommended Readings

Destiny Disrupted: A History of
the world throughout Islamic
Eyes by Tanim Ansary is a

captivating introduction to the

history and philosophy of Islam.

This book provides a descriptive

overview of Islam beginning from

the time of Prophet to the fall of the
Otoman Empire.

Muhammad: His life based on the
Earliest Sources by Martin Lings.
This book is a fresh, simple and

extremely enjoyable account of the
numerous events in the Prophet’s
life. Lings is an extremely gifted
story teller and provides a very

unique approach to the story of the
life of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH).

Report:
MIA Semi-Annual Financial Statement
October 1, 2014 – March 31, 2015

M

anitoba Islamic Association is pleased to
present its semi-annual financial statement. The financial statements were
prepared under the guidance of brother Salman
Idris, the MIA Internal Audit Committee Chair, and
a Chartered Accountant. Major financial activities of
the MIA over the past 6-month period are highlighted below.

Revenue Analysis:
MIA expected general revenue from donations
and other sources (membership, rental, advertisements), excluding social assistance revenue
(takaful fund) as per the approved budget for the
2014/2015 fiscal year is $314,500, or $157,250
prorated for the 6-month period. In comparison to
the budget revenue, actual MIA revenues from
general sources were $153,152, or approximately
$4,000 lower than forecast. Major revenue items
were the following:
•
•
		
•

General donations:
MIA community initiatives
(Foodorama):
Membership:

$108,515
$24,930
$7,240

Expenses Analysis:
MIA total general expenses for the 6-month period
were $146,749 as compared to the approved budget
of $157,250 (prorated), resulting in a budget surplus
of $6,383. Major expense items were as follows:
• MIA staff salaries:
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$64,319

MIA staff comprises 2 imams, 2 caretakers and 		
a part-time office manager. The services 		
provided by imams to the community include 		
leading daily prayers in both MIA mosques 		
(Grand Mosque and Hazelwood Mosque), 		
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		 spiritual counselling, Islamic education 		
		 assistance, religious services at funerals, and 		
		 other important services.
			
		 Caretakers are responsible for proper 		
		 cleaning and maintenance of both MIA 		
		 facilities, support in organizing MIA events
		 and other related duties. The office manager is
		 responsible for day-to-day operational
		 arrangements, including facility booking, prop		 er documentation of MIA activities, secretarial
		 duties, correspondence with utility and
		 maintenance service providers and other
		 organizations, as well as other related duties.
		 It is noted that The MIA Executive Council a
		 voluntary body and members do not get any
		 financial compensation from the MIA.
• Utilities (water/electricity/natural gas):
		 $27,910
• Repair and Maintenance:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

$25,759

As MIA facilities are aging they require more
maintenance resources in order to keep the
facilities safe and extend their service life.
Major maintenance expense items included
facility painting, lock replacements, snow
cleaning, furnace and AC motor replacement,
and annual fire alarm inspections of the
facilities.

Overall, MIA expenses for the past 6-month
period were within the approved budget limits, and
MIA has proper financial controls, including
Internal Audit Committee, to ensure integrity of
financial transactions. As well, MIA financial
statements are subject to external audit annually
and submitted to Canada Revenue Agency at the
end of each fiscal year. (Please read more details in
the statement presented below)

Notes
a

MIA Executive Council is a voluntary body and does not receive any compensation from the MIA. Salaries expense
is only for the MIA staff comprising 2 Imams, 2 Caretakers, 1 part-time Office Manager
b & c Eid prayer and Manitoba Muslim Magazine expenses are revenue neutral. Eid Convention rental are fully covered
by donations collected at the convention Center ; the Magazine is covered by business advertisements.
   d
Takaful fund had an excess cash from last fiscal year, which has been expensed this year.
MIA's fiscal year runs from October 1 to September 30.
Annual MIA reports are audited by an external auditors and presented to MIA's membership at the General Body
meeting in November

Family Medical Centres

Walk-In
Clinics
Now Accepting New Patients!
Female doctors available
Specialists available
(Pediatrician & Psychiatrist)

House call service available
Multilingual services:
English, Arabic, Somali, Farsi,
Tagalog, Spanish, Mandarin &
Cantonese
Please call each clinic location
for hours and details.

Locations
139 Carmen Ave
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2L 0E5
T. (204) 663-7228
F. (204) 663-7270
100-286 Smith St.
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1K4
T. (204) 414-0019
F. (204) 414-0242
724 Ellice Ave
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G 0B4
T. (204) 786-4673
F. (204) 772-9656

Alghoul & Associates
Law Firm

Islamic Wills and Estates - Immigration Real Estate Corporate & Commercial Law Family Law - Criminal Law
Called to the Bar in Manitoba, British Columbia and Ontario

Serving the Community
for over 7 years

Louay Alghoul

Joan Jack

Christopher Kozier

Eric Wishnowski

Overseas Oﬃces
United Arab Emirates
Suite 1101, Omran Tower
King Abdul Aziz Road
P. O. Box 46722, Sharjah
Tel: +971-6-550-9775

Egypt
1st floor, C-Mart Bldg, 197-B
Sphinx Square, Mohandseen
Cairo
Tel: +20-2 3305-1706

Vietnam
21st Floor, Capital Tower
109 Tran Hung Dao Street
Hoan Kiem District, Hanoi
Tel: +84 43941 2990

Indonesia
c/o PT Yonasindo Intra Pratama
JI. Pembangunan III, No. 45
Karangsari, Tangerang
Tel: +62 838-7767-8990

Ph: 204-942-8070 Toll Free: 1-877-378-4487 Fax: 204-775-0902
200–286 Smith St. Winnipeg MB, R3C 1K4
www.alghoul-law.ca

Multilingual
Services

