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Words of Revelation

Editorial

Quran
 O ye who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, 
as witnesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, 
or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be 
(against) rich or poor: for Allah can best protect 
both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest ye 
swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do 
justice, verily Allah is well acquainted with all 
that ye do.  Chapter (4) *Surat al-Nisaa Verse 135

*These words are recognized as Words of Justice 
on the wall of Harvard’s Law School’s library 
entrance as one of the greatest expressions of 
Justice. 
Hadith
On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be 
pleased with him), who said that the Messenger of 
Allah (peace	be	upon	him) said:
 Allah (mighty	and	sublime	be	He) will say on the 
Day of Resurrection: O son of Adam, I fell ill and 
you visited Me not. He will say: O Lord, and how 
should I visit You when You are the Lord of the 
worlds? He will say: Did you not know that My 
servant so-and-so had fallen ill and you visited 
him not? Did you not know that had you visited 
him you would have found Me with him? O son 
of Adam, I asked you for food and you fed Me 
not. He will say: O Lord, and how should I feed 
You when You are the Lord of the worlds? He 
will say: Did you not know that My servant 
so-and-so asked you for food and you fed him 
not? Did you not know that had you fed him you 
would surely have found that (the reward for 
doing so) with Me? O son of Adam, I asked you to 

Assalaamu alaikum and Peace be upon 
all of you! The last few months were full of a 
variety of activities and events. Many of these 
activities highlighted the ever-increasing engage-
ment of our community with the larger society. 
The federal election was an opportunity to 
engage and play constructive roles in shaping the 
future of our nation. The high turnover of 
Muslim voters, the lively engagement with 
candidates and the opening our Grand Mosque 
gym to voting was a positive move towards a 
better engagement. 
 Our community responded constructively to 
the negativity generated during the elections by 
educating the public at large, by opening our 
mosques and by media engagement. 
 Our community’s future will be brighter by 
balancing efforts geared to our internal needs and 
outreach to the larger society. The range of 
activities featured in this issue of the magazine is 
indicative of this balanced engagement. 
 Within the next few weeks our community 
will see an influx of Syrian refugees. As this poses 
some challenges, it also opens great opportunities 
for the growth and development of our commu-
nity. Helping these newcomers in settling 
seamlessly and assisting them in creating a 
positive future should be a priority of great 
importance.
 With this issue of the magazine, the Manitoba 
Muslim will be completing its 17th anniversary. 
With your positive contribution and engagement 
we look forward to serving our community for 
years to come. The magazine is open to all 
community members to contribute by submitting 
articles with the hope to reach the community at 
large.

Manitoba Muslim archives
The archives of the magazine are 

available on the link below.  All issues 
going back to 2008 can be accessed 
on line. More to follow in the future.

http://manitobamuslim.com/





Births
 • Br. Tarek and Sr. Aisha El-Tasee were blessed  
  with a baby boy named Ziad.

Condolences
• Sr. Fazilater Nessa Chowdhury passed away  
 in November 2015. She was originally from  
 Bangladesh and had lived in Winnipeg since  
 1990. She will be sadly missed and lovingly  
 remembered by her sons and daughters;  
 Ziaul, Zahirul, Ekram, Rokeya, Maherunesa,  
 Afrosa, Niluand, and her son in-law, Golam  
 Kibria. 

• Sr. Gasi Sepija passed away in October 2015.  
 Sr. Gasi will be sadly missed and lovingly  
 remembered by her family overseas in  
 Bosnia and by her nephew, Samir Rukaj and  
 his wife, Servete Rukaj here in Winnipeg. 

• Br.  Muhammad Ayaan Habib passed away  
 on September 2015. Br. Muhammad Ayaan  
 Habib will be sadly missed and lovingly  
 remembered by his parents, grandparents  
 (Haseeb Ul Haq and Tariq Habib) and uncles  
 (Danish Habib, Arsalan Habib, Usman  
 Habib, Raheel Habib, Waleed Ahmed and  
 Ali Ahmed).

give Me to drink and you gave Me not to drink. 
He will say: O Lord, how should I give You to 
drink when You are the Lord of the worlds? He 
will say: My servant so-and-so asked you to give 
him to drink and you gave him not to drink. Had 
you given him to drink you would have surely 
found that with Me. It was related by Muslim.

MIA General Body Meeting
 The annual MIA General body meeting was 
held at the Grand Mosque on November 29. 
During the meeting, the Executive Council 
presented their annual President’s report and 
audited financial report. They also presented the 

Local events
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proposed budget for the next fiscal year. The 
Election and Compliance committee (ECC) also 
presented their annual report. Elections were held 
to fill the ending term of ECC member, Dr. Ehab 
El-salakawi. Dr. El-Salakawi was reelected for a 
3-year term. Current members of the ECC 
include: Dr. El-Salakawi, Br. Ala Ibrahim and Br. 
Naeemuddin.

Federal Elections
 Election Canada designated the gym in the 
Grand Mosque as a voting station for some 
residents in South Winnipeg. This was the first of 
its kind in the province. Voters flocked to the 
mosque throughout the day on October 19 to cast 
their vote. 
 Following the elections two of the elected MPs 
came to the local mosques to address the Muslim 
community and to reach out. MP Robert Falcon 
Ouellette visited the Winnipeg Central Mosque 
while MP Terry Duguid visited the Grand 
Mosque.

MIA Open House
 The Grand Mosque's doors were open for an 
open house that welcomed over one thousand 
visitors! It represented the climax of our outreach 
efforts for the year, Alhamdulilah. Visitors 
enjoyed informative mosque tours, cultural 
displays, henna, calligraphy, opportunities to ask 
questions to a panel of experts and tasty refresh-
ments. The open house generated very positive 
publicity for our community and more important-
ly, good will.
 Special thanks go to the MIA Events Commit-
tee and all the volunteers who set up, cleaned up, 
conducted tours, fielded questions, provided 
henna and calligraphy, literature about Islam, 
greeted the guests, organized parking and 
provided refreshments.

Community News



Support the religious, educational, social 
and outreach work of the MIA. 

Become a Regular
Monthly Donor

100
Seeds
100seeds.ca

The deeds most loved by Allah are those 
done regularly, even if they are small.

- Prophet Muhammad PBUH
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MIA Moroccan Food-o-Rama 
 The Moroccan Food-o-Rama was held at the 
Grand Mosque on November 21. A variety of 
Moroccan dishes were served. The program 
included a powerpoint presentation on the history 
and culture of Morocco. The dinner tickets were all 
sold out. All proceeds were donated for mosque 
operations.

Youth Lecture Night
 A youth night titled “Bearing The Torch-
Struggling To Be A Muslim In North America” 
was held on Friday, October 16, 2015 at the Grand 
Mosque. The event featured a lecture and an open 
discussion session with the guest speaker Sheikh 
Yassir Fazaga. Sheikh Yassir Fazaga is a globally 
renowned inspiring speaker. Currently, he serves 
as the Religious Leader of Orange County Islamic 
Foundation (OCIF) in Mission Viejo, California 
and Director of Mental Health Department at 
Access California Social Services Agency in 
Anaheim. Sheikh Yassir also led the Friday prayer 
at the Grand Mosque and gave lectures at the 
University of Manitoba.

MIA Annual banquet
 The MIA Banquet titled “From Roots to 
Branches” was held in October, 2015. Dr. Ingrid 
Mattson, former President of Islamic Society of 
North America (ISNA), was the keynote speaker. 

The event was attended by city and provincial 
politicians. The event also had an entertainment 
segment conducted by the comedian Omar 
Regan.

Islamic History Month Activities
 As part of the Islamic history month ISSA in 
conjunction with the Canadian Muslim Women’s 
Institute (CMWI), ICNA Sisters, Canadian 
Council of Muslim Women (CCMW), MIA, 
Winnipeg Central Mosque (WCM) and Canadian 
Muslim Leadership Institute (CMLI) organized 
various activities including a lecture series, an 
open house for indigenous people, café conversa-
tions, a Sister to Sister lunch with Muslim and 
Indigenous sisters and a Tea Fest. The Tea Fest 

brought together various cultures to share their 
traditional tea drinking customs. October was 
provincially recognized as the Islamic history 
month.



teach chess to young kids every Sunday at the 
Grand Mosque

MIA participates in International 
Quran Competition
  
For the first time in 
history, MIA was 
invited to participate in 
the international 
Quran competition 
held in Mecca, Saudi 
Arabia. Representing 
MIA was Asim 
Ibrahim. Asim is a high 
school student who memorized the whole 
Quran at a young age. Asim was one of many 
youths who came from across the globe. Asim 
did well in the competition and was recog-
nized for his efforts.

 Youth and Kids activities 
 Various activities geared to the youth and 
kids of the community were undertaken. 
Included in these activities were: a special 
youth seminar with guest speaker Shaikh 
Yassir Fazaqa and the regular Zubaida Tallab 
kid’s party. A new initiative was taken to 
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Articles

The October 2014 tragic attacks in 
Ottawa by Michael Zehaf-Bibeauand 
and in Montreal by Martin Rouleau 

were shocking to all Canadians. The fact that 
both were converts to Islam was unsettling to 
Canadian Muslims. As discussions intensified 
on their motives, their earlier conversion to 
Islam became a focal point, raising concerns 
of potential dangers posed by new converts 
to Islam.  
 Converts to Islam are many and they have 
a visible presence in Muslim communities in 
the West. Many of them choose to be Muslims 
on their own initiative; either by reading the 
Quran or by coming into direct contact with 
Muslims. Converts come from all ethnicities, 
faiths and all walks of life. They include 
diplomats, intellectuals, celebrities, students, 
labourers etc. Among the earliest well-known 
celebrity converts to Islam we find Cassius 
Clay (Mohamed Ali), Heavyweight Boxing 
Champion; Cat Stevens (Yusuf Islam), 
renowned British singer and others. Many 
converts find appeal in the Islamic teaching of 
prohibition of intoxicants, emphasis on family 
values, theological clarity and lack of hierar-
chical clergy structure. 

 Many converts come from well-to-do 
social backgrounds and integrate in the 
Muslim community seamlessly. Some come 
from troubled social backgrounds and find in 
Islam remedy to their struggles with sub-
stance abuse or alcoholism or social alien-
ation. Others struggle with the challenges of 
transition and some end up abandoning 
Islam altogether. Most converts continue to 
carry on with their lives as per normal. They 
have to make certain adjustments in their life 
styles, such as praying five times a day, 
avoiding alcohol and pork etc.  Though not a 
religious requirement, some choose to change 
their names to Arabic names while others 
maintain their old names. 
 Converts today play significant roles in 
Muslim communities in the West. Many have 
risen to positions of leadership and influence. 
Dr. Ingrid Matheson, a convert to Islam in 

By:	Ismael	Mukhtar

The Great Contributions of 
recent Converts to Islam
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1987, was the first Muslim woman to be a 
leader of the oldest and largest Muslim 
organization in North America (Islamic 
Society of North America). Further, a signifi-
cant number of the top Imams and speakers 
in North America are converts. Included in 
this group are Mark Hanson (Hamza Yusuf) 
converted in 1977, Ricky Daryl Mitchell (Zaid 
Shakir) converted in 1977, William Webb 
(Suhaib) converted in 1992 and Jeffrey Kearse 
(Siraj Wahaj) converted in 1975.
 Converts also play important roles in 
shaping the intellectual landscape of Islam 
and promoting interfaith dialogues. Two 
prominent translators of the Quran to English 
are Marmaduke Pickthall, converted in 1917 

and Leopold Weiss (Mohamed Assad) 
converted in 1926. Both came with well-estab-
lished academic credentials. Weiss became a 
leading figure in Islamic thought. He au-
thored many books, including the well-
known book, “The Road to Mecca”. Weiss 
was a critical thinker, who became a leading 
reformer, questioning some classical positions 
and articulating a different perspective. 
Another prominent figure is Dr. Wilfried Hof-
mann, converted in 1980.  Dr. Hoffman 
served as the German Ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia, authored many publications and is 
well-known in interfaith communities. 
Another prominent author is Dr. Jeffry Lang 
(converted 1980); among his well-known 
books are: “Struggling to surrender” and 
“Even Angels Ask”.  
 A typical convert is a seemingly integrat-
ed, socially involved, good citizen. The few 
who choose the path of extremism are clear 
anomaly. Some of them come to Islam with 
prior social struggles that make them suscep-
tible to the fringe radical groups. It would be 
a travesty to focus on these anomalies and 
overlook the great positive contributions 
converts make in their societies. 

*Reproduced	from	the	Winnipeg	Free	Press	
published	on	October	31,	2015	with	slight	
modification	by	the	author.
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I would never in a million years have 
thought that the “hot topic” for a Canadian 
federal election would be the niqab but I 

guess that’s why they say, “never say never.” 
It all started with Zunera Ishaq, who moved to 
Ontario in 2008. While she agreed to remove 
her niqab for an official before writing and 
passing her citizenship test two years ago, she 
refused to unveil in public at the oath-taking 
ceremony. The previous Conservative gov-
ernment was not too happy about this and 
thus the great 2015 niqab debate began. 
 What I have a hard time understanding is 
the contradicting statements that brought 
about this debate. The Conservative’s niqab 
ban policy, which was introduced in 2011, 
prohibited women from wearing the niqab 
during the citizenship ceremony. This actually 
violates the Citizenship Act that states that 
citizenship judges must allow the greatest 
possible religious freedom when administer-
ing the oath. Jason Kenney, the (now former) 
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration said 
on this issue that the niqab goes not only 
“against the democratic will of Canadians, but 
also against long-held Canadian values of 
openness and equality of women.” Speaking 
on the subject of “equality of women”, I would 
like to point out that women in Ontario were 
not given the right to vote until 1917 (98 years 
ago) compared to the fact that Islam gave 
women the right to vote, own property and 
keep their earned wealth among many other 
things 1400 years ago, when this religion was 
sent down on Muhammad (peace	be	upon	him). 
Let’s also not forget about points 2a and 2b in 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom 
stating that “Everyone has the following 
fundamental freedoms: a) freedom of con-
science and religion and b) freedom of 
thought, belief, opinion and expression”. 

 I personally don’t wear the niqab but I do 
have family members that choose to. Right off 
the bat, I can tell you that they are not forced 
nor oppressed to wear the niqab by other 
family members but choose to do so from their 
own will. I’m not a scholar so I won’t get into 
the debate about whether it is cultural or 
religious, I will simply say that I know there 
are differences of opinions about the niqab just 
as there are on many other issues. Quite 
frankly, I will also add that the personal dress 
choice of any other Muslim is not my concern 
as it should not be yours or the Canadian 
government in this case. Islam is essentially 
“voluntary submission” and at the end of the 
day, my relationship with Allah is between my 
creator and I alone just as yours is. Let’s not 
forget that on the day of Resurrection, each 
soul will be responsible for him/herself 
respectively. 

Ifrah	Zohair	is	University	of	Manitoba	student.	She	
has	appeared	in	some	media	interviews	represent-
ing	our	Muslim	community.

Articles

By:	Ifrah	Zohair*

Niqab: An Election 
Controversy?
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MIA’s annual report presented to 
the MIA General Body held in 

November 2015

Reports

Dear Members of the Manitoba Islamic 
Association (MIA),

Assalamu Alaikum.

On behalf of the Manitoba Islamic Associa-
tion Executive Council (EC), I am pleased to 
present to you the Annual MIA President’s 
report for the Annual General Meeting 2015. 
This report highlights MIA’s activities, 
programs and future plans. 
 As an EC, we recognize that we are 
building on the foundation laid for us by 
generations of previous MIA officers, in 
addition to all of those who volunteered over 
the almost 50 year history of our organiza-
tion. We are particularly humbled that many 
who belong to the founding generation are 
still involved in MIA and have shown us 
examples of how one can live a life of service. 
 MIA is primarily a volunteer run organi-
zation. We are thankful to all the hard 
working volunteers who make the MIA 
possible and who are its beating heart. We 
also thank all of our generous donors for their 
unwavering support. 
 During the second year of our three year 
term, the MIA EC continued to focus on 
professionalizing operations and sustaining 
and developing community services and 
programs. We have also begun to focus on 
long-term goals and to increase our outreach 
into the community at large. 

Operations
 The EC consists of 7 members. Internally, 
the EC has organized itself so that each of its 
members is responsible for certain aspects of 
its operation. This, along with the support of 
the staff, ensures that the MIA operates 
smoothly and efficiently and continues to meet 
the needs of the community, Insha	Allah.

 The major areas of responsibilities of the 
EC members are as follows:

1. Idris Elbakri, President: Outreach and   
 public relations, fundraising, khutba   
 committee.

2. Aziz Mian, First Vice President:   
 Outreach and public relations, funeral   
 services, Manitoba Muslim magazine.

3. Salman Qureshi, Second Vice 
 President: Facilities maintenance, IT.

4. Ferdose Shiekheldine, Secretary:   
 Membership committee, events 
 committee.

5. Eid Mahmudov, Treasurer: Auditing   
 and finance, takaful committee.

6. Deema Al-Syed, Member: Educational   
 programs, Al Noor weekend school.
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and undergoes performance evaluations 
regularly.

Community Communications
 The MIA website was revamped in 2014. It 
is a great resource of information about the 
MIA and its services. It receives over 10,000 
hits per month.
 Many updates regarding programs and 
activities are shared with the community 
over the MIA email list. The email list has 
over 2000 subscribers. Since the beginning 
of 2015, we have sent over 50 email updates, 
not including funeral announcements, 
emails specific to MIA members and the 
Manitoba Muslim e-newsletter. 
 MIA has also a growing presence on 
social media. Since January 1, 2014, the MIA 
Facebook page grew from 418 followers to 
1374 followers. MIA events and programs 
are routinely featured on the Facebook page.

Policies and Procedures
In addition to existing policies and proce-
dures, this year we developed a policy for 
establishment of satellite sites. This policy was 
developed in response to the interest from 
Muslims in the Pembina Valley region to run 
their community affairs under the umbrella of 
the MIA. The policy sets objective conditions 
under which such requests are to be evalu-
ated, including compliance with MIA’s 
charitable status requirements, accounting 
and auditing practices and commitment from 
the local community to cover the costs of their 
activities.
 In addition, the facility booking policy was 
recently updated. We simplified the booking 
process and introduced non-bookable times 
around high-attendance daily prayer times 
(Isha in winter, Maghrib in summer). We also 
introduced moderate booking fees.

Volunteer Committees
Dedicated and selfless volunteers do the 
majority of the MIA work. Below is a partial 
listing of the active communities of the MIA 
(in no particular order):
 
1. Maintenance and grounds committee:   
 this committee does much of the mainte- 
 nance work on the grounds at the Waverley  
 Mosque and indoors in both facilities. This  

7. Reda Elgazzar, Member: Waqf com-
 mittee, religious affairs (imams),   
 Food-o-Rama, scholarship committee,   
 Al Fajr Quran institute.

Facilities
There have been several maintenance issues in 
both the Hazelwood and the Grand Mosques. 
 In Waverley, columns were placed to 
prevent parking on the grassy patches and to 
reduce the traffic jam during Friday prayers. 
In Hazelwood, new furnaces were installed 
and the roof shingles were replaced. 
 The washrooms at the Grand Mosque 
require upgrading to make them more 
suitable for high-moisture environment. 
Plans are being developed for these up-
grades. 
 Two years ago, a concern was raised about 
the pillars in the Hazelwood mosque, where 
cracks in the glue of the pillars were observed. 
The previous EC obtained an engineering 
report suggesting repairs. We have since 
consulted with two more engineers. All 
concur that repair is needed but that there is 
no immediate danger. The EC is currently 
developing a comprehensive plan for renovat-
ing the Hazelwood mosque and it was 
decided to combine the issue of the pillars 
with that. 
 For all substantial facilities upgrades (such 
as furnace replacement, roof repairs, etc.) MIA 
obtains multiple quotes and selects a contrac-
tor based on both cost and quality consider-
ations. 

Staffing
 The MIA EC did not introduce any new 
positions in 2015. We continue to employ two 
religious services officers/prayer leaders, one 
in each mosque.
 We also employ 3 building caretakers (2 
part time, one full time). They are responsible 
for general caretaking of the buildings, cleaning 
and minor repairs. 
 A part-time office manager is responsible 
for many of the administrative aspects of the 
MIA, such as responding to inquiries, organiz-
ing documentation, following up with donation 
pledges and supporting the MIA EC as needed.
 The staff is doing a fantastic job, often going 
above and beyond the call of duty. The staff 
receives feedback and direction from the EC 



 includes lawn care, tending of flowerbeds,  
 parking organization and minor mainte-  
 nance projects.

2. Fiqh committee: The fiqh committee   
 consists of Shaikh Ismael Mukhtar, Imam  
 Atef Ibrahim, Imam Muhiadin Omar,   
 Shaikh Ammar Khateeb and Dr. Nazir   
 Khan. This committee assists with reli-  
 gious counseling, determination of   
 religious holidays, research and fatwas in  
 areas that are of interest to the community  
 as a whole.

3. Khutba committee: The khutba committee  
 schedules, trains and selects khateebs for  
 Jumuah prayer. It consists of Shaikh   
 Ammar Khatib and Dr. Nazir Khan.   
 Shaikh Ismael Mukhtar also assists with  
 khateeb training and is consulted by the  
 committee when needed. 

4. Waqf committee: The Waqf committee is  
 chaired by Dr. Abdel-Ilah Soussi Ghouni,  
 with membership of Shaikh Ismael   
 Mukhtar, Dr. Reda Elgazzar, Dr. Youssef  
 Bezzahou and Dr. Ali Khan. The commit- 
 tee was formed last year for the goal of   
 establishing a long-term endowment for  
 the MIA. The committee is currently   
 finalizing draft bylaws to guide the   
 development of MIA Waqf. 

5. IT committee: This committee is chaired  
 by Imran Rahman. It is responsible for  
 many of the technical aspects of MIA   
 operations, including website support,  
 email system, booking system and audio  
 visual. Members of the committee   
 include Mahmoud Al Zaibak and   
 Mokhtar Joundi.

6. Auditing committee: The auditing   
 committee performs internal audits,   
 assists with preparation for the external  
 audit and financial resources and helps  
 MIA maintain sound accounting practices.  
 Its members include Salman Idris, Nazir  
 Ahmad and Dr. Youssef Bezzahou. The  
 MIA also consults with other members of  
 the community with accounting expertise  
 such as Br. Roy Jabar. 

7. Takaful committee: This committee is   
 chaired by br. Khaled Al Nahar and is one  
 of the longest serving committees in the   
 MIA. Its main focus is to assess requests  for  
 financial assistance from needy  members of  
 the community and to disburse Zakaat   
 funds according to their needs.

8. Events committee: The events committee  
 is involved in the organization of major  
 events, including Eid carnival, outreach  
 open houses, dinners, etc. Its members   
 include Merdia Imam, Lubna Usmani,   
 Imran Rahman, Abid Ashique, Rani Claire  
 and Mariam Arunkiet.

9. Outreach committee: The outreach   
 committee is a newly formed committee  
 in response to the growing demand for  
 information on Islam and Muslims. The  
 outreach committee trains outreach   
 speakers to visit schools, churches and   
 other groups seeking opportunities to   
 learn about Islam and Muslims. It is   
 chaired by Sr. Saadia Qureshi.

10. Manitoba Muslim magazine. The maga- 
 zine is published quarterly by an edito  
 rial board lead by Shaikh Ismael   
 Mukhtar. The magazine is cost neutral to  
 MIA.

11. Scholarship committee: When funds are  
 available, the committee awards schol-  
 arships to worthy Muslims students   
 pursuing higher education.

12. Land committee: This committee consists  
 of Dr. Ehab El-Salakawy, Dr. Asim   
 Ashique and Dr. Idris Elbakri. The   
 mandate of this committee is to identify a  
 land development company that can   
 advise MIA on suitable development   
 plans for the land adjacent to Waverley.  
 The first goal of any development would  
 be significant revenue generation for the  
 MIA. 

13. Hazelwood committee: The Hazelwood  
 committee works with the MIA EC and  
 the staff at Hazelwood to look after the  
 affairs of that masjid. Its membership   
 includes Dr. Youssef Bezzahou, Hajji   
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 Bashir Rajput, Hajji Hammad Saleh and  
 Dr. Sadeq Almiski.

14. Pembina Valley committee: The PV   
 committee works with the MIA EC to   
 serve the needs of the increasing Muslim  
 presence in south-central Manitoba   
 around the towns of Morden and Winkler.  
 Its members include br. Zahed Zehri, Dr.  
 Abdulrazak Abu Jazia and Mr. Bassam  
 Qasem.

15. Funerals committee: Body washing and  
 preparation is taken care of by an all vol- 
 unteer committee, including Sr. Zulaika  
 Mustafa, Sr. Ferdose Rahman, Hajji Bashir  
 Rajput, Sr. Razia Rajput, Br. Ehab Saleh,  
 Br. Mian Hameed, Sr. Nighat Hameed and 
 Sr. Zubaida Mussadiq.

Finances and Transparency
Revenue from donations and other sources 
for this year was $578,720 compared to last 
year’s revenue of $330,293. The higher 
revenue is largely attributed to various 
fundraising activities of the MIA, including 
Food-o-Rama and bake sales (approximately 
$44,000), as well as program specific revenue 
(youth and children education programs).  
Total cash revenue for this year was $712,430. 
Total cash disbursements this year were 
$544,628 creating a net surplus of $167,802, 
compared to last year’s net loss of $181,735. 
The total from general expenses and wages is 
similar between this and the previous fiscal 
years. The cash position as of September 2015 
is $271,741 (up from $119,760 in the last fiscal 
year). 
 A thorough review of the MIA finances 
will be presented at the AGM by the MIA 
Treasurer, br. Eid Mahmudov.
 Financial transparency is important for 
MIA. Our finances are reviewed by both 
internal auditors as well as a professional 
auditing company. Audited financial state-
ments are made public annually and in 2015, 
we published mid-year finances in both 
English and Arabic. We also have an external 
bookkeeper who reviews our expenses 
regularly and is in charge of issuing cheques.

MIA Pembina Valley
 There is a growing Muslim community 

around the towns of Winkler and Morden. 
Muslims in that area were gathering infor-
mally for prayers and to socialize. Friday 
prayers were held in a private garage. Several 
community members approached MIA about 
establishing a presence in that region to 
enable the community to operate under 
MIA’s umbrella. MIA EC held several 
meetings with leaders of the community in 
that area and visited the area several times. 
Eventually, MIA established the MIA Pem-
bina Valley Committee to serve the Muslims 
in the Pembina Valley. One immediate need 
was that of a place to pray, as the private 
garage arrangement was no longer available. 
A commercial property was leased and is 
used for establishing prayers and holding 
community gatherings. This has been 
launched as a pilot project for one year with 
commitments from the local community to 
support and finance its operations. 

Programs and Activities
The MIA is Alhamdulillah a hub for activities 
and programs. A variety of social, education-
al and spiritual activities takes place at the 
Mosque. This year’s Ramadan was again 
enjoyed with the talented Egyptian Qari 
Sheikh Hassan Adwi. The Eid Festival was 
another phenomenal success. An estimated 
3,000 people attended the event. Of note, was 
the introduction of the Food-o-Rama pro-
gram, which celebrates the diversity of 
culinary cultures within our community. 
Food-o-Rama has been a source of great 
support for the MIA, while also bringing the 
community together to celebrate and enjoy 
each other’s cultures and cuisines. So far, we 
have had Egyptian, Libyan, Pakistani, Bengali 
and Syrian Food-o-Rama’s and more are 
planned, insha Allah. Several of the Food-o-
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 During Ramadan, MIA collaborated with  
 the Canadian Muslim Women’s Institute  
 on collecting and distributing over 60 Eid  
 hampers to needy Muslim families. 

 Sisters in the community organized a   
 unique program, a Mother-Daughter Tea.  
 The event was well received and all   
 proceeds went to support the MIA.

 MIA worked with the Canadian Blood   
 Services in organizing a blood donor clinic  
 and a bone marrow donor drive at the   
 Grand Mosque. 

 MIA organized a special town hall on the  
 topic of Bill C-51 with speakers from ISSA,  
 MIA, and Amnesty International.

Land Development
In order to move our community and organi-
zation closer to becoming more financially 
self-sustaining, the EC started to explore the 
possibilities around developing part of the 
land adjacent to the Waverley mosque. A 
land development committee consisting of 
Dr. Ehab El-Salakawy and Dr. Asim Ashique 
was formed, with Idris Elbakri serving as the 
EC liaison. The committee was tasked with 
identifying a development company that 
would advise the MIA on this issue and help 
us develop a plan for land use. In addition to 
meeting the needs of our expanding commu-
nity, the land development plan would have 
to include revenue generation as an impor-
tant and first component.
 The committee met with representatives 
of 4 development companies and received 
formal quotes from 3 of them. In the end, Mr. 
Ross Mitchell, from the WSP group was 
selected as a consultant to advise MIA on this 
issue. The WSP group is a large public 
company and one of the world’s leading 
engineering professional services consulting 
firms. You can learn more about them at 
www.wspgroup.com.
 The initial phase of this project is to collect 
information and understand what it takes to 
obtain city approval for a development on the 
MIA property. WSP and members of the MIA 
EC have had several conversations with the 
city administration. This phase will be 
followed by creating plans for the land while 

Rama programs have been attended by 
members of Winnipeg’s city council and the 
Winnipeg police service as part of MIA’s 
ongoing outreach efforts.
 A partial list of programs and activities 
includes the following:

 Weekly drop-in sports for boys and girls;  
 the boys program is supervised by Br.   
 Alex Simard and the girls program by Sr.  
 Zulekha Mustafa.

 Bake sales on Good Friday and before   
 Ramadan. All the proceeds went to   
 support the MIA operations.

 MIA supported community youth in   
 several programs and initiatives, such as  
 hosting guest speaker Shaikh Yassir   
 Fazaga, supporting the Unpack Your   
 Potential camp, and supporting a youth  
 organized clothes drive in Ramadan.

 MIA organized a formal banquet with   
 guest speaker Dr. Ingrid Mattson. The   
 banquet was attended by several public 
 officials including the Manitoba Minister  
 of Multiculturalism, members of City   
 Council and the Winnipeg Police Chief.

 Eid carnival was again a great success   
 thanks to the efforts of the events commit-
 tee. Over 3000 people attended the various 
 festivities that culminated in the signature  
 fireworks show.

 In Ramadan, we again hosted our guest  
 Qari, Imam Hassan Adawi. MIA also   
 organized a Quran memorization compe- 
 tition in which over 50 participants of all  
 ages,took part. 

 MIA organized an Eid dinner for Eid-ul- 
 Fitr, at which all of the participants of the  
 Quran competition were honoured and  
 received gifts.

 MIA organized a workshop with the   
 Winnipeg Police on the topic of domestic  
 violence. Also, MIA hosted Shaikh Yassir  
 Fazaga who gave a workshop on the topic  
 of health and sex education.
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 Winnipeg Police Service and City Council  
 several times. Non-Muslim guests have  
 also attended and will continue to do so  
 Insha Allah.

5. The MIA is a member of a committee that  
 aims to build stronger relationships   
 between the Winnipeg Police Service and  
 the Muslim community. This committee  
 meets quarterly and discusses issues of  
 concern and areas of collaboration   
 between the Muslim community and the  
 local Police. As a result of this relationship  
 the police have attended several 
 community functions and presented a   
 workshop on domestic violence at the   
 Grand Mosque.

6. The MIA Waverley Gym was rented by  
 Elections Canada on the day of the Federal 
 Elections and used as a polling station for  
 the adjacent neighbourhood.

7. The MIA is building relationships with the
 Canadian Museum for Human Rights. As  
 a result the Museum hosted a public   
 lecture by Dr. Ingrid Mattson on Islam   
 and Human Rights on the occasion of   
 Islamic History Month in October. 

8. The MIA hosted a major banquet in   
 October, featuring keynote speaker Dr.  
 Ingrid Mattson. Attendees at the banquet  
 included Minister of Multiculturism and  
 Immigration in Manitoba, the Honourable  
 Flor Marcelino, Chief Devon Clunis of the  
 Winnipeg Police, Councillor Brian Mayes  
 and Terry MacLeod from CBC.

9. During the period leading up to the   
 Federal Elections, many candidates visited  
 the mosque and met with community   
 members.

10. MIA collaborated with Councillor Brian  
 Mayes in organizing a city open house to  
 inform the public about sponsoring Syrian  
 refugees.

MIA Programs and Institutes
Al Noor Weekend School: Al Noor is an 
important program for our community. It has 
offered Islamic education for over 3 decades. 

involving input from the community and key 
stakeholders. 
 This issue is not as simple as rezoning and 
getting permits to build, or even seeking funds 
for development. The MIA property lies in an 
area that is multi-owner and the city will not 
allow development without a Neighbourhood 
Area Structure Plan (NASP). A NASP requires 
the agreement and consent of other owners in 
this zone and developing an NASP can cost 
upwards of $100,000. Our research has shown 
that there is a possibility that the city will 
develop a NASP in the next couple of years 
and we continue to meet with city officials to 
push for the development of a NASP.

Outreach and Public Relations
Outreach and public relations continue to be 
an area of growth for our organization. This is 
a strategic issue for Muslims, because of our 
duty to reach out and educate the community 
about our faith. 

1. There is a lot of demand for outreach   
 speakers to schools, churches, university  
 groups, and we receive requests from   
 groups who wish to visit the mosque   
 almost monthly. To improve our program  
 we are currently redesigning a present-  
 tion on the basics of Islam and on 
 Canadian Muslims, and will train a   
 number of speakers to be ready to present it. 

2. The MIA organized an outreach iftaar in  
 Ramadan that was open to the general   
 community. Food was donated through  
 the kindness of several community   
 members and all proceeds went to   
 support Siloam Mission, a homeless   
 shelter in downtown Winnipeg. Over 120  
 people attended the iftaar, including Mr.  
 Brian Mayes from the City Council who  
 spoke and offered greetings from the city. 

3. The MIA collaborated with the Winnipeg  
 Police Service on a workshop on domes- 
 tic abuse that included speakers from the  
 MIA and from the Police. 

4. Food-o-Rama has presented our commu- 
 nity with another wonderful outreach   
 opportunity. These dinners are open to all  
 and we have hosted members of the   



1. Explorations of new possibilities for burial  
 grounds for Muslims.

2. Revenue generation initiatives that bring  
 revenue from sources other than dona-  
 tions.

3. Collaboration with other organizations to  
 support the large number of Syrian   
 refugees expected to arrive in Manitoba. 

4. Pursue the issue of land development   
 with the city.

5. Engaging Muslim youth more consistently
 and establishing a youth program.

Overall, last year was busy and vibrant. There 
is good momentum in the community. The 
EC is grateful for the support it received, the 
feedback and constructive criticism and for all 
generous contributions that were made. Our 
community is a great community and we 
look forward for greater years ahead. 

Submitted respectfully, 

Idris Elbakri
President
Manitoba Islamic Association

Last year we hired a new program director, 
Sr. Taj Farooqi and increased student fees in 
order to increase teacher compensation. The 
program is running well, with close to 100 
students enrolled. It consists of both English-
speaking and French-speaking classrooms 
and we are looking at expanding and 
strengthening the Arabic curriculum.
 Al Fajr Quran Institute: This program 
continues to serve children and more ad-
vanced students of Quran hifz. The program is 
directed by Dr. Abdelilah Soussi-Ghouni and 
Dr. Cheikh Moulaye. Many members of the 
community also continue to pursue the serious 
hifz program supervised by Sheikh Atef. 

AGM Resolutions
The EC received a request to add 13 resolu-
tions to the AGM agenda. All of them were 
moved by Br. Alaa Kaseem. 
 The EC referred the issue of the ECC. The 
ECC concluded that none of the resolutions 
qualified to be included as a separate agenda 
item. However, a response to each of the 
resolutions will be provided to the MIA mem-
bers at the AGM.

Future Initiatives 
Several initiatives are a “work in progress” 
and will Insha Allah come to fruition in the 
coming year, including:

Business advertisement rates in Manitoba Muslim Magazine

Advertisement Rates:
 Full Page - 1st Page after Cover (Ad-Hoc) $250.00
 Full Page - 2st Page after Cover (Ad-Hoc) $250.00
 Full Page - Back Cover (Ad-Hoc)  $450.00
 Full Page - 2nd Last Page (Ad-Hoc) $250.00
 Full Page - 3rd Last Page (Ad-Hoc)  $250.00
 Full Page - Inside (Ad-Hoc)  $200.00
 Half Page - Inside (Ad-Hoc)  $100.00
 1/4 Page - Inside (Ad-Hoc)  $75.00

Manitoba Muslim archives
 The archives of the magazine are available on the link  
 below. All issues going back to 2008 can be accessed on  
 line. More to follow in the future.     
 http://manitobamuslim.com/

Ad Specs: 
 Full page 8x10 jpeg 300dpi
 1/2 page 8x5 jpeg 300dpi
 1/4 page 3.5x4.5 jpeg 300dpi

Full Page

1/4 Page

1/2 Page
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MANitoBA iSLAMiC ASSoCiAtioN
Annual financial statement for the period of October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2015

    % of   
    sub-total
REvENuES    

 a) General operations:   
 General Donations and Misc (Advertising, dinner tickets)  389,361  85%
 Membership  7,320  2%
 Foodorama (incl. Eid dinners)  34,430  8%
 Bake sales  10,000  2%
 Al-Fajr Quran Memorization (kids and adults)  9,490  2%
 Facility rental  7,104  2%
 Capital Project Donations  757  0%
 
 Subtotal General operations  458,462    
 

 b) Program Specific:   
 Al-Noor School Fees  9,665  8%
 Manitoba Muslim Magazine  9,884  8%
 Program Specific - Sanabel  31,530  
 Eid festival  21,877  
 MIA Anniversary  12,000  
 Quran competition  2,400  
 Youth retreat  7,840  
 Syrian Refugee Support  19,062  
 Scholarship  6,000  5%
 
 Subtotal program specific  120,258    
 
  
 c) takaful financial Assistance  133,710   

totAL REvENuES $ 712,430   

ExPENSES  2014/15  

 a) General operations:   
 Payroll   139,856  45%
 Utilities   59,643  19%
 Repair and Maintenance  34,828  11%
 Accounting  9,858  3%
 Telephone, internet, website  7,099  2%
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 Property Taxes  9,882  3%
 Security and Alarms  749  0%
 Insurance and Charges  10,952  3%
 Office Supplies  2,568  1%
 Social Programs  34,724  11%
 Other expenses  1,216  
 MIA - Pembina Valley rent expenses  500  
 Grant repayment  2,076  1%
 
 Subtotal General operations  313,952  
    
 b) Program Specific   
 Al-Noor School Program  15,560  15%
 Program Specific - Sanabel  31,530  31%
 Eid Festival  15,617  15%
 Youth retreat  5,773  
 Promotions (Manitoba Muslim Magazine)  11,384  
 Quran competition  2,400  
 MIA Anniversary  10,486    
 Donation to other charities  2,500 
 Scholarship Funding  6,000 
 
 Subtotal program specific  101,251   

    
 c) takaful Payments  129,425   

totAL ExPENSES $ 544,628    
  
SuRPLuS/dEFiCit     
a) General operations:  144,509   
b) Program Specific:  19,008 
c) Takaful financial Assistance  4,285 

total Surplus/deficit $ 167,802   

   
CASh PoSitioN  
Opening cash as of September 30, 2014  119,760 
Surplus   167,802 

Closing cash as of September 30, 2015 $ 287,562



preventing issues such as stereo-
typing of Muslims and may even 
serve to keep hate crimes from 
occurring. 
 It gives individuals who may 
not know a Muslim or have never 
been inside a mosque a chance to 
become familiar with what 
happens in a Mosque to ask 
questions and use this opportu-
nity to clarify any misinformation 
or lack of knowledge about Islam. 
It is also an opportunity to also get 
to know your neighbors, make 
new friends, try out ethnic dishes 
and chat about Winnipeg weather!
 This was also my first time 
volunteering at the Mosque in 
this capacity and honestly 

O n Sunday November 
22nd 2015, the Grand 
Mosque’s doors were 

opened for an open house that 
welcomed over 1000 visitors! 
Though the Mosque had hosted 
open houses in the past, this was 
the first year there was such a 
large turnout. Among the guests 
were the new Syrian families that 
recently arrived in Winnipeg. 
Visitors enjoyed informative 
mosque tours, cultural displays, 
henna, calligraphy, opportunities 
to ask questions one on one to a 
panel of experts and enjoy tasty 
refreshments.
 A mosque open house is an 
effective way to open the 
channels of communication 
between the Muslim community 
and people of other faiths, 
traditions and members of the 
community. The intention 
behind such an event is to 
establish respect and under-
standing within the community 
and in the long run these 
interactions could assist us in 
addressing and hopefully 

because I was not expecting such 
a large turnout, I was completely 
blown away to say the least not 
only due to the large number of 
people in the mosque but also 
because of all the smiles, chatter 
and extreme positivity all around 
us. There were people of all ages 
everywhere; new moms with 
babies in strollers, toddlers 
running around, long lines at the 
henna tables and several tours 
going around amongst other 
activities. 
 I was one of the volunteers 
assisting in answering questions 
and I felt the friendliness of 
Winnipeggers and their warmth 
each time someone approached 

Articles

By:	Samiya	Ahmed*

Open House at Grand Mosque

Manitoba Muslim 25



the Louis Riel School Division and 
had worked with the United 
Nations all across Africa in the 
70’s and 80’s. He spoke both 
Arabic & Somali and even gave 
his two children Arabic names. 
 I had few people who didn’t 
want to ask any questions but 
came up to me and put their 
hands on my shoulder and said, “I 
am very sorry for all that is going 
around, I hope you feel safe here 
and are not being harassed on the 
streets in the city.” Hearing those 
comments gave me goosebumps. 
Luckily I didn’t experience any 

me to ask a question. Going into 
the event I was not sure of what 
to expect, what kind of questions 
people might ask me or if I would 
see or feel any hostility but all I 
saw was genuine, good-hearted, 
kind Winnipeggers. Even when 
they would ask serious religious 
questions it was with complete 
respect and sincerity and they 
shared with me how my answer 
reminds them of something from 
the Bible. My favourite part was 
meeting people from as far as 
Selkirk.  I really enjoyed meeting 
a gentleman who is a teacher in 

such incident but hearing that 
from members of my community, 
from the people who live with me 
in the city I call home, restored my 
faith in humanity and gave me so 
much positive hope for our future 
as the human race. We as a 
community are more than what 
media and politics portray us as 
and events like this are what we 
need to strengthen our unity for a 
better sustainable and inclusive 
community. 
 I believe that by continuing 
this tradition of hosting open 
houses we will one day have a 
community where no one is 
wondering what happens in this 
“mystical domed building” and 
everyone would know that it is 
just a place of worship. 

*Samiya	Ahmed	is	a	long	term	Winnipeg	
resident.	She	works	as	the	intercultural	
Community	Worker	for	Winnipeg	School	
Division	1.



Arabic Language in Public 
School for FREE

Why do we need Arabic Language in the Public School?

we defend it we are not proceeding on a path 
of nationalism or racism or culturalism, but in 
fact we are defending the language of our 
religion (way of life) and it is the cloak of our 
Islamic Civilization.
 Consequently, the demand for an estab-
lished and professional Arabic Education 
Program in the public school is important. 
The lack of Professional Arabic Schools in 
Winnipeg, MB is a great challenge; and if it is 
found, the tuition fee is not affordable by the 
majority. German, Ukrainian and Spanish 
communities are pioneers in establishing their 
native languages in the Canadian Public 
School for free. So why not Muslims and their 
Arabic Language?
 Our next generations will benefit from this 
program, and it will provide great job 
opportunities for the Arabic professional 
teachers of our community. 
 According to the following Hadith on 
Sadaqah (ongoing charity) from our Prophet 
Mohammed (peace	be	upon	him) 
"When a man passes away, his good deeds 

will also come to an end except for three: 
Sadaqah Jariyah (ceaseless charity); a knowl-
edge which is beneficial, or a virtuous 
descendant who prays for him (for the 
deceased)" Narrated by Abu Hurairah, Sahih 
Muslim.
 Inshaa	Allah, this will be counted as 
"Sadaqat Jareyah" for anyone who helps to 
keep the language of Qur’an. 
 Please attend the session on Sunday, Jan 
03, 2016 (1:00 – 2:30 pm) at Waverley Mosque 
and spread the word. JAK

It is by LAW, according to the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Act of 1988, RSC 1985, 

c 24 (4th Supp):

• (h) foster the recognition and appreciation  
 of the diverse cultures of Canadian society  
 and promote the reflection and the   
 evolving expressions of those cultures;

• (i) preserve and enhance the use of   
 languages other than English and French,  
 while strengthening the status and use of  
 the official languages of Canada; and

• (j) advance multiculturalism throughout  
 Canada in harmony with the national   
 commitment to the official languages of  
 Canada.

According to Canada's 2011 National House-
hold Survey, there were 1,053,945 Muslims in 
Canada or about 3.2% of the population, with 
annual growth rate 4.25%, making them the 
second largest religion after Christianity. In 

Winnipeg, MB there were11,265 Indian, 
Pakistani, Iranian and Egyptian/Arab 
Muslims. 
 The Arabic language is the language of the 
Noble Quran, and with it, the Quran was 
revealed upon the seal of the Messengers. 
Therefore attention to the Arabic language is 
to have attention to the Book of Allah the 
Most High and the studying and the practic-
ing of it helps in the understanding of the 
Noble Book of Allah and the narration of the 
master of the Prophets, Muhammad (peace	be	
upon	him). It is also the language of our 
esteemed Islamic law (ash-Shariah), so when 
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By	Yasmin	Mogahed
Reviewed	by:	Amina	Khizer*

Reclaim your Heart

enable greater connection with 
God, as He is the only source of 
strength and inspiration for us as 
human beings. She talks about 
human relationships, love, 
hardships, dreams and life 
challenges, relationship with God, 
feminism and women’s status, 
and the current state of the 
Muslim world at large.
 It is a great read; deeply 
concerned about the state of our 
heart, the most prized possession 
of a Muslim and how to reclaim it 
and keep the heart free from 
materialistic objects, being 
mindful of forgetting about God 
and life hereafter. Mogahed talks 
about diverting our focus from 
worldly desires in this hyper-
sexualized society to building 
strong faith and targeting our 
spiritual health. She stresses that 
human beings are
excessively concerned with 
physical comforts or the acquisi-
tion of wealth and material 
possessions, rather than with 
spiritual, intellectual, or cultural 
values. 
 The author puts a great 
emphasis on the human mind’s 
constant reflection on life and 
everything the world contains 
and our main object of observa-
tion should be based on critical 
thinking and reasoning as the 

This book is a collection of 
journal articles mostly based 

on the author’s personal insights 
on breaking free from life’s 
shackles.  It’s written in a very 
precise and easy to understand 
manner and I would recommend 
this great book for all ages. The 
accurate expression and simple 
details given from Quranic and 
Hadith references makes this 
piece of literature very explicit, 
methodical and heart touching. 
For some people during and after 
reading this book, the experience 
was so beautiful and profound 
that it can be easily be said to be 
a life changing read, a source of 
enlightenment and awakening to 
ultimate truth. 
 The book is comprised of 
different and diverse themes 
such as recognizing worldly 
attachments and desires and how 
a person can find eternal peace of 
heart, mind and soul, through 
becoming the student of Quran 
and Sunnah and applying the 
knowledge and teachings in his 
or her practical life whether it be 
a family, spouse, children, work, 
social life, community and a 
country at large. 
 Mogahed shares her knowl-
edge and thoughts on liberating 
the soul from all materialistic 
attachments and on how to 

Quran beautifully says “Rabanna 
ma khalaqta hatha batilan 
subhanak (our Lord you have not 
created all of this for nothing, 
subhanak.)” (Qur’an, 3:191). 
Mogahed sums up the goal and 
purpose of an entire life of a 
Muslim and its direction in one 
verse: “Say, indeed, my prayer, 
my service of sacrifice, my living 
and my dying are for Allah, Lord 
of the worlds.” (Qur’an, 6:162)
 She ends the book with a 
beautiful collection of poems that 
again are specific towards 
Muslims and how we should live 
our lives according to the prin-
ciples of Islam. “Die before your 
death”, “I prayed for peace 
today” and “Niche” are some of 
my favorites. She reminds human 
beings that the great rewards of 
what we endure in this life, its 
struggles, hardships and difficul-
ties is this beautiful hope and 
light that soon we will meet our 
Creator.  How this life is a test 
and has a ray of hope; for our 
final meeting is a fundamental 
truth. This specific Quranic verse 
says it all, “O mankind, indeed 
you are laboring toward your 
Lord with [great] exertion and 
will meet it. (Qur’an, 84:6)

*Amina	Khizer	is	a	University	of	
Winnipeg	Student.

Book Review



interview

Interviewed	by:	Tasneem	Vali*

MP Terry Duguid

mandate of the Public Health 
Agency of Canada.
 Terry believes we can have a 
strong economy and protect the 
environment at the same time. 
He says quite emphatically that 
we must do this as we have a 
responsibility to pass both on to 
the next generation, and that we 
have to create laws so we can 
pass this beautiful country to our 
children and grandchildren, 
unspoiled. Duguid went into 
politics because politicians make 
the laws and he wants to be 
present at the table where the 
laws are being made. He is 
passionate about science, which 
he feels is important to make 
informed decisions. The previous 
government’s policy of cutting 

Terry Duguid, the newly-elected 
MP for Winnipeg South, 
recently visited the Waverley 
Grand Mosque during Friday 
Prayers where Manitoba 
Muslims had the opportunity to 
chat with him about his plans 
for our riding. Issues discussed 
included were what the Liberals 
are proposing regarding 
pressing issues like Bill C-51, 
immigration, the Syrian Refu-
gees and his advice for the 
Muslim community moving 
forward.
 A proud Winnipeger, Terry 
was born and brought up in 
this city, the oldest of 5 boys. 
His father was a broadcaster 
and a two-time world curling 
champion. They grew up a very 
sporting family and to this day 
Terry, who lives close to Fort 
Whyte, loves to walk the trails 
there. Duguid served as a city 
councilor in Winnipeg from 
1989 to 1995. He has a Bachelor 
of Science in Biology and a 
Masters Degree in Environmen-
tal Science.  Among other 
professional achievements, he 
was the founding President of 
the International Centre for 
Infectious Diseases, a not-for-
profit organization created after 
the outbreak of SARS to 
support and enhance the 

back on research and muzzling 
scientists was counterproductive. 
For example, reintroducing the 
long-form census is pivotal. It is 
used for planning bus routes, 
supplying services for seniors 
and the poor, and providing 
recreational services for resi-
dents, among other things. Every 
person who values evidence had 
rejected abolishing the manda-
tory long-form census. 
 Prior to the election, there 
was an all parties debate held at 
the mosque where Terry issued a 
challenge to the Muslim commu-
nity, which traditionally did not 
vote in the high numbers of some 
other communities. He encour-
aged all people to exercise their 
power to vote. The imams in 
their sermons also informed 
people they must do their duty 
and vote. The voter turnout in 
Winnipeg South was 75%, 
whereas the national average 
was 68%. The community’s voice 
was heard; they succeeded in 
sending politicians a message. 
“When you very purposely try to 
divide one group of Canadians 
against another, Canadians will 
reject it.”

Q. Describe	the	feeling	when	you	realized	you	were	going	
to	the	Ottawa.

Manitoba Muslim 29



30 Manitoba Muslim

were reflected in our conversa-
tions.

Q.	What	are	your	top	priorities	for	Winnipeg	South?

A. University of Manitoba: It has 
a billion-dollar impact on our 
city and province. It is under-
funded and understaffed. 35,000 
people go in and out of the 
university every day. We must 
give it the resources and respect 
it needs.
 Science and Innovation: The 
science of today is the economy 
of tomorrow. We must invest in 
both.
 Regional Recreation Center: 
There is a need for recreational 
services in South Winnipeg, like 
a regional recreation center. I will 
support this proposal at all 
levels. It is planned to be adjacent 
to a new high school in South 
Winnipeg. It is crucial to keep 
our young people on track, to 
keep them busy and out of 
harm's way. This goes hand in 
hand with the city and province 
creating the jobs of the future – 
green technology. We are aiming 
to be a leader.
 Immigration: In the past the 
Family Class was reduced so that 
very few parents and grandpar-
ents could be reunited with their 
children. I believe strong families 
make a strong Winnipeg and a 
strong Canada. We will embark 
on a major investment in staff in 
order to reduce wait times.

Q.	Your	comments	on	the	following:

A. Bill C-51: We are commit-
ted to a major overhaul; 

legislation is being prepared to 
change it. We heard you. It was a 
flawed bill and we are working 
to fix the aspects that are broken. 
There will be provisions for all 

A. It actually didn’t hit me 
till I arrived at campaign 

headquarters. Most TV stations 
had already been announcing 
the results, but it didn’t sink in. 
When I reached headquarters, it 
was packed, almost 300 people 
packed wall to wall, everyone 
wanting a selfie, and that is 
when it hit me. After 10 years of 
trying I was going to Ottawa. I 
had run a total of 4 times since 
2004, twice in North Winnipeg 
and twice in the South.

Q. Obviously	the	demographic	of	South	Winnipeg,	in	fact	
all	of	Canada,	has	changed	from	4	
years	ago.	To	what	extent	do	you	
think	that	was	a	factor	in	your	win?

A. Firstly, this riding’s 
boundaries have 

changed. Winnipeg South lost 
Lindenwoods but gained some 
of the St. Vital area. The 
population in general has 
grown and it is more diverse. I 
believe people were ready and 
wanted a change. They wanted 
a new leader; they were tired 
of the old government’s 
negative tone and the politics 
of division. Our campaign this 
time was superbly organized. 
We out-fundraised and out-
door knocked our opponents. 
In fact, we had many commit-
ted Muslim students and 
parents working on the 
campaign. In South Winnipeg 
Muslims make up about 5% of 
the population, which is very 
significant. Our campaign 
made an effort to reach out to 
all the communities, young 
and elders alike. We discussed 
concerns and what was 
important to the communities. 
Muslims are a large and 
influential community, and 
like all other communities we 
ensured everyone’s concerns 

party parliamentary oversight (a 
joint body of the Senate and 
House of Commons) overseeing 
all departments and agencies 
related to security to ensure that 
there are no human rights 
violations. These changes will 
reflect a balance between security 
and rights. There are some good 
provisions in the bill, like jail 
sentences for those convicted of 
the radicalization of youth.  We 
heard your voices, and will make 
changes.
 Bill C-24: A Canadian is a 
Canadian is a Canadian. It will 
be replaced.
 Missing and Murdered 
Aboriginal women: We are 
committed to starting an inquiry 
and doing it right by consulting 
with all indigenous communities.
Syrian refugees: The Canadian 
government has pledged to 
sponsor 25,000 Syrians. 10,000 
will be in Canada before the end 
of December – these are privately 
sponsored. Then 15,000 will 
arrive by the end of February 
and another 10,000 by the end of 
2016 – these are government 
sponsored and identified by 
UNCHR (United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees) for 
a total of 35,000. We campaigned 
on a promise to listen, so we are 
going to do it right, which means 
we bring the refugees to their 
final destination. The process 
includes overseas screening of 
the Syrians coming to Canada by 
the military and Canadian 
immigration and health officials 
before they are brought to 
Canada. We look forward to 
welcoming these new Canadians.

Q.	What	can	we	do	to	help?

A. Open our hearts, minds 
and wallets. Everybody 

can help, especially those who 



nity. I was at Fort Richmond 
Collegiate a few weeks before the 
election and students there could 
trace their roots back to 175 coun-
tries, and that is just amazing. 
Winnipeg south has 15% Franco-
phone, 5% Metis, 3% First 
Nations and the largest Muslim 
population in the province. 
Winnipeg South is a little piece of 
Canada; it is a microcosm of the 
entire country. We get along in 
peace and harmony and we 
should continue to work on that 
– being a light to the world. We 
know for instance we must do a 
better job recognizing foreign 
credentials. All communities are 
integrated well in Manitoba. We 
in Winnipeg South know that 
Muslims are our friends and 
neighbours; we will not buy into 
the divide dialogue.

Q.	Winnipeg	is	on	National	Geographic’s	list	of	best	trips	
on	earth	2016	–	your	reaction?

share the culture and language 
– this will help them feel at 
home faster. Imagine there are 
60 million people who are 
refugees and the Canadian 
government has pledged $100 
million to the UNHCR so they 
can help people where they are 
with clean drinking water, 
medical facilities and education. 
If you think about it 25,000 is a 
very small portion of the ocean 
of refugees. We as a part of the 
world  need to do better; we 
must do our part. Germany has 
pledged to take in 900,000 
refugees.

Q.	The	Muslim	community	is	a	vibrant,	well-integrated	
community	in	Winnipeg.	What	is	
your	advice	to	the	community	
moving	forward?

A.	Yes, the Muslim commu-
nity contributes greatly to 

the overall Winnipeg commu-

A.	Of course they have just 
endorsed what most 

Winnipegers have known all 
along. Winnipeg is a jewel in the 
Canadian mosaic. It is a “big 
small town,” it has everything a 
big city does but with a small 
town feel.  
 We end with where in 
Winnipeg is Terry’s favourite 
place to hang out. Terry doesn’t 
think at all, it comes out – Fort 
Whyte. He enjoys the trails and 
the tranquility and peace and 
quiet. I agree, Fort Whyte is an 
oasis in the middle of our city; 
it refreshes the spirit and soul.
 Manitoba Muslim thanks 
Terry Duguid for this candid 
interview, an MP who has his 
finger on the pulse of his riding 
and listens to what they tell 
him. 

* Tasneem	Vali	is	member	of	the	
Editorial	board	of	Manitoba	Muslim	
Magazine.
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Bearing the Torch –  A night 
with Shiekh Yassir Fazaga

situation. We go to school here, our 
friends are also from here (both 
Muslim and non-Muslim), our 
hobbies are basketball not cricket 
and yet we remain confused. We 
need to become owners of our 
culture – not just belonging to it. 
We identify with poutine not 
nihari. 
 To support us, Shaikh Yassir 
says parents first of all should start 
encouraging their children and 
making their belief in Islam even 
stronger. It takes a lot of trust and 
strength to be able to live as a 
Muslim in the modern world, 
especially as a teenager and not get 
distracted by numerous things such 
as drugs and alcohol. 
 Parents should also start 
appreciating the hardships that 
their kids are going through to stay 
true to their faith. Our parents 
should appreciate our dilemma but 
not act like our friends. They should 
appreciate us in a parental role that 
has an openness but also the 
element of rules – do’s and dont’s. 
 We only have 2 parents and if 
they don’t act like parents then 
what’s the point? Parents are there 
to teach us right from wrong and 
who our God is and what our 
beliefs are. There must be a 
difference between parents and 
friends achieving a middle way and 
not the extremes where we cannot 
talk to them at all or they provide 
no structure for us. Parents 
sometimes need to be strict 
especially when it comes to our 
beliefs. If parents don’t teach us 
properly, don’t act like parents or 

I was born in Chicago and lived 
there till I was 2, then spent the 
next 10 years of my life in Karachi 
and now Winnipeg is my home. 
Who would know better than I 
what it means to have an identity 
different from what people 
perceive. 
 Living as a Muslim in a 
non-Muslim country has always 
been a challenge throughout 
history. If you think about it, 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and 
the early companions were in a 
similar situation. Most of these 
companions were young, like I am. 
However, I think that the situation 
might be more challenging now 
because of the modern world, its 
views and biases. 
 Shaikh Yassir’s lecture address-
ing this issue was eye opening for 
me in understanding my situation. 
He started with informing us that 
the Prophets always addressed 
pressing issues in society and 
today’s issue is us – the youth. Our 
issues and struggles are real. We 
are born here yet our parents force 
us to adopt their cultural values 
and biases that have no Islamic 
value but are only cultural. 
 Shaikh Yassir explained that 
there are three types of identity:

1. Political Identity: the passport I  
 hold
2. Assumed Identify: what culture   
 I identify with
3. Given Identity: what society  
 identifies me as

This puts us in a precarious 

are not strict enough, then we are 
driven away from Islam. An 
example of this would be what you 
would call a “split personality”, 
such as when a kid is given name 
the Muhammad. He is Muhammad 
at home but then at school or 
outside instead of Muhammad he is 
“Mo”. He changes his given name; 
these are the signs of someone 
starting to drift away from their 
beliefs. It’s not all society’s fault as 
some of it is also our own fault. If 
someone asks us where we are from 
we say Iraq, Pakistan or Somalia 
even though we were born in 
Canada, have lived here our whole 
lives and have never even been to 
our country of origin, yet we are 
confused and identify with that 
part.

There are three reactions according 
to Sh. Yassir that we have:

1. Take a Drive: the case where we  
 ‘drive’ away from Islam because  
 of the way it is presented to us.
2. Hide and Survive: we end up  
 with a split personality – 
 Mu hammad and Mo,
3. Nourish and Thrive: we are  
 proud of our Muslim identity  
 and parents help us integrate  
 into society not isolate us from  
 it.

Finally, suspend judgment – that is 
for Allah alone. We all have 
struggles, help us thrive. 

*Bilal	is	a	Grade	10	student	at	the	Fort	
Richmond	Collegiate.

By	Bilal	Cheema*
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Camp
By:	Yazan	Hammad*

We hold the key to exponential potential.
Time to knock and unlock.

Nothing is impossible when the Youth are around.
Sophisticated minds with various ideas.
Different approaches, mind-boggling.

Sometimes we don't make sense but that's okay.
Because everyone was a youth once and were confusing, right?

You heard about Ahmad on the news.
But you don't hear about Mohammed who has so much potential, 

but poverty has him broken.
His dreams and goals forever shackled.

Please don’t say, “Well if he wants to do something he has to work 
hard for it.”

That’s easy to say when most of us were born into a decent life.
We teach our kids that sharing is caring; share your crayons, snacks 

and your toys.
But do we ever teach them to share their ideas?

How many kids are embarrassed or afraid to let out what’s on 
their mind?

Fearing unlimited judgement and cruel words.
Looks of disgust and being called “stupid” or a failure.

Imagine if everyone could afford trial and error.
How much more advanced would our world reach, how quick?

Listen to whatever someone has to say until the end. 
Listen carefully, there is a message they’re trying

 to send.
We are the Youth and we want to be heard.

We are the Youth and we want to make a change.
We are the Youth and we want the world to be a happy place.

Standing in the wide-open space.
With a smile, a happy face.

Heart beating at an incredible pace.
AlhamduliAllah, I can truly say.

My potential box has no limit, infinite.
It’s time to open that box and unpack my potential.

*Yazan	Hammad	is	a	first	year	University	of	Manitoba	Student.	His	hobbies	are	writing,	
cooking	food,	working	out	and	soccer..








