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Editorial

Words of Revelation

W

Quran

elcome back to our spring issue.
Our community has been busy with many
initiatives and activities, especially welcoming
and settling Syrian refugees. This issue is
dedicated to the refugees, their stories, their
struggles and their impact on society. We hope
this issue will serve the needs of our newcomers, shed light on their settlement struggles and
encourage greater participation from the larger
community in reaching out to them and assisting in their settlement.
Helping our brothers and sisters, whether
refugees, the homeless or any people in need is
what shows our humanity and reflects our true
Islamic values and commitments. The nature of
life is that circumstances are in constant change
and upheaval. We are reminded in the Quran
about the story of Prophet Musa (Moses) who
went from being the adopted son of the Pharoah of Egypt to being a refugee. Prophet Musa
had to flee from the persecution of Pharoah in
Egypt and had to take refuge in Madyan.
Circumstances can change instantly for anyone
of us. Musa (pbuh) was able to thrive in his
new place of refuge; he was able to settle,
establish a family and establish new relationships.
For our community the arrival of the Syrian
refugees will be the largest influx of newcomers in such a short space of time. The success of
every newcomer will be a success for the whole
community. No effort should be spared from
welcoming and assisting all our newcomer
brothers and sisters.

Manitoba Muslim archives
The archives of the magazine are
available on the link below. All issues
going back to 2008 can be accessed
on line. More to follow in the future.
http://manitobamuslim.com/
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Supplication of Prophet Musa in his refuge:

Hadith
Prophet Muhammad said "Take advantage of five
matters before five other matters: your youth
before you become old; your health before you
fall sick; your riches before you become poor;
your free time before you become busy; and your
life before your death.”
Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah
said, “Whoever relieves the hardship of a believer
in this world, Allah will relieve his hardship on
the Day of Resurrection. Whoever helps ease
someone in difficulty, Allah will make it easy for
him in this world and in the Hereafter. Whoever
covers the faults of a Muslim, Allah will cover his
faults in this world and in the Hereafter. Allah
helps the servant as long as he helps his brother.
Whoever travels a path in search of knowledge,
Allah will make easy for him a path to Paradise.
For a people do not gather together in the houses
of Allah, reciting the Book of Allah and studying
together, except that tranquility will descend
upon them, mercy will cover them, angels will
surround them, and Allah will mention them to
those with Him. Whoever is slow to good deeds
will not be hastened by his lineage.”
(Sahih Muslim)

Community News
Births

• Br. Mehmet Mustafa Karananoglou (Dr.
Mustafa Karananos) passed away in
February 2016. He migrated from Cypress
to Canada in 1964.

• Br. Yassir Ali and Sr. Amra were blessed with a
		 baby boy.

Local events

Marriages

Lenten Study 2016: Islam and
Christianity

• Br. Rami Elzayat was married to Sr. Israa
Elgazzar.

Condolences
• Br. Akbarally Amerally passed away in
March 2016. Br. Akbarally was originally
from Guyana. He will be greatly missed
and remembered by his sisters Nazrine,
Haseen and Fameena and his children
Talia and Jeremy.
• Sr. Ramiza Planincic passed away in
January 2016. Sr. Ramiza came from the
former Yugoslavia and had been living in
Winnipeg for the past 23 years.
• Br. Nazir Khan passed away in January
2016. He came from Guyana and had been
living in Winnipeg for over 25 years.

A series of interfaith lecture and panel discussions was organized by the Westworth United
Church in February and March 2016. The
purpose of the series was to create a better
understanding of the practices and beliefs of
Islam in dialogue with Christianity. Presentations were made by representatives from the
Winnipeg Christian and Muslim communities.

Visiting Syrian newcomers in Altona
The MIA President and Syrian Assembly of
Manitoba (SAM) representatives along with other
volunteers paid a visit to the Syrian families that
arrived recently in Altona, Manitoba. The visit
included meeting the locals who sponsored them
and making a presentation about Islam.

• Sr. Maryan Ismail passed away in January
2016 at the age of 18. Sr. Maryan was
originally from Somalia. She will be greatly
missed and lovingly remembered by her
aunt Shamso and her cousins Abdi Noor
and Fuad Abdulahi.
• Sr. Salma Begum passed away in January
2016. She came from Pakistan and had
been living in Winnipeg since 2009. She
will be greatly missed and lovingly 		
remembered by her sons, Naseer and Iqbal
Sarwar; by her daughter Hameeda and by
her grandchildren, Eshaal and Simra.
• Sr. Shkurte Alimehaj passed away in
February 2016. Sr. Shkurte was originally
from Kosovo and had been living in
Winnipeg since 1999.
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Welcome Party for Syrian Refugees
Hundreds of Syrian newcomers were welcomed
and hosted at the Grand Mosque on February 20,
2015. They were transported by buses to Grand
Mosque where they met other members of the
community, listened to welcome speeches and
shared light refreshments. The event was very successfully planed and organized. Beaver Bus Lines

The deeds most loved by Allah are those
done regularly, even if they are small.
- Prophet Muhammad PBUH

Support the religious, educational, social
and outreach work of the MIA.

Become a Regular
Monthly Donor

100
Seeds
Manitoba Islamic
Association

100seeds.ca

February 12, 2016 accompanied by Mr. Dave
Gadreau, MLA for St. Norbert. The Premier
attended the Friday sermon and prayers and
addressed the community afterwards. Premier
Selinger was the first sitting Premier to visit a
mosque in Manitoba.

donated the services of 6 buses and Exclusive
Bus Lines donated the services of 2 buses. Pizza
Pizza, Chester Fried Chicken and @Mr. Calzone
donated food. The Canadian Muslim Women's
Institute also distributed 70 beauty gift bags to
all the women who attended.

Premier Greg Selinger’s visit to the
Grand Mosque
The Honourable Greg Selinger, Premier of
Manitoba, visited the Grand Mosque on Friday
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Becoming Muslim Again conference
The Muslim Student Association at the
University of Manitoba held its annual
conference on February 12-13 at the University of Manitoba. The conference included
talks by the guest speaker Imam Hussam
Hilal from Hamilton and local speakers Nazir
Khan, Ismael Mukhtar and Shahina Siddiqui.

MIA Food-O-Ramas
Three sold out very successful Food-O-Ramas
were organized over the past few months. The
Palestinian, Somalian and Ethiopian commu-

nities showcased their food and cultures. The
events were very colorful and the food was
delicious. All revenues generated were
donated to the mosque.

Youth and kids activities
• A media workshop was held at the Grand
Mosque in February 2016. The workshop was
hosted by CBC host Terry Macleod.
• Baking and decorating classes for young
girls was held on February 15 at the Grand
Mosque.

Manitoba Muslim
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My Story as a Stateless
Refugee!
By: Ismael Mukhtar

The Son of an Elegant City
I was born in a well-to-do family in the city of
Asmara, the capital of Eritrea. Asmara was a
city of half a million people and was known
for its temperate weather, elegant Italian style
streets and cafes. It was a multi-cultural and
multi-faith city. When I was young the city
was relatively quiet, despite the growing and
looming political tension. As kids, we went to
school, we enjoyed outdoor activities and we
had a normal life. We used to hear of the
ongoing battles in rural areas between government forces and rebels, stories of imprisonments and displacement, but our city was
overall peaceful. As the political tension
escalated, things were gradually changing.

A Fateful Night
In a fateful Friday night, the city’s relative
calm came to an end. The city was rocked with
a sudden wave of explosions and gunshots
that lasted throughout the night. By Saturday
morning the city was calm, markets were
opened and people went out to their businesses. But that deceiving calm abruptly came
to an end. By noon the shooting resumed,
army units were deployed across the city,
people were scrambling for safety and streets
were completely deserted. A dawn to dust
curfew was imposed on the city, food was
running short, electricity was cut off and the
city was in complete darkness. Foreigners
were leaving the city in droves, schools were
closed and travel outside the city was banned.
Government sponsored death squads, dressed
in civilian clothing were kidnapping, assassinating, liquidating young people and spreading terror and fear across the city. My elegant
city’s hey days were over. The city lost its
glamour and turned into a place of horror.
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A Ghost Town
After one year of school shutdown, the schools
were re-opened. To my surprise, half of my
classmates were not there; some were killed,
some imprisoned, some joined the rebels and
others migrated to neighbouring countries.
The classes became dull and fear was all over
us. One frightening day, a team of the death
squads stormed into our school. We all ran to
our classes while our principal and teachers
hid themselves in their offices. They came to
my class and they looked at our faces one by
one with their frightening looks. They picked a
few students and they drove them to the
world of the unknown. Death and disappearance became the daily norm in the city. In
another fateful day, just two blocks from my
home, people were gathered in a popular cafe
to sip coffee and play billiards. Suddenly the
death squads stormed the café and they

sprayed the people with their bullets leaving
behind carnage and blood bath; some of my
acquaintances were among the dead.

challenges and setbacks but finally I made it to
Italy, where I was able to apply for migration
to Canada, as a refugee.

Time to Leave

Catching Up

The city was becoming increasingly deserted.
Despite the travel ban, people were leaving;
many of my friends by now had left. Parents
were in a dilemma and they had no choice but
to arrange for their children’s smuggling out of
the city. My family had to make that difficult
decision. Some of my siblings had already left
and it was now my turn to leave. My mom
wept for weeks but had no choice but to let me
go. I left my beloved city under the guise of
visiting relatives in a village and from the
village we were secretly smuggled by our
guides. After a frightening journey through
mountains and bushes we were joined by a
large group of young men and there we begun
the lengthy journey on foot and camel. We
crossed the arid desert, under scorching heat
in two weeks. Water was short and at times we
only had half of a cup of muddy water to
drink per day; snakebites, attacks by wolves
and bombardment by government jets were
real threats. Finally, to our great relief, we
arrived in a border town in Sudan. We said
goodbye to our guides and their camels. I said
goodbye to my native country, with a solemn
determination to come back once peace was
restored. We headed to the temporary UN
refugee shelter. Our destination was Khartoum, the capital of Sudan. By bus and train
and after many hurdles we arrived in the
capital.

After a lengthy wait, my application to migrate
to Canada was accepted and I arrived in
Winnipeg in mid-June. The only thing I knew
about Canada when I was young, was what
my grade 5 geography teacher told us that it
has temperature of -20’s Celsius. Given the
moderate weather of my native city, that was
beyond my comprehension. Adjusting to life
in Winnipeg was not easy, but by now I was a
hardened young man. I took some minimum
wage paying odd jobs to survive, but education remained my priority. After some
upgrading, I made it to the University of Manitoba. The first day of class wasn’t comforting
as sitting with 19-year old kids who were
much younger than me didn’t feel good, but I
persisted and graduated with an honours B.
Comm. degree. For the next few years, I
pursued the accounting professional designation and graduated successfully with the CGA
designation.
Finding a job after graduation from
university was not easy. Canada was in
recession, jobs were scarce and I had no
corporate work experience. Also I was an
immigrant with an accent that made my
chances of being picked for a job even smaller.
I accepted an entry-level job in a large company, making my way over the years to the
management level.

A New Challenge

Not all refugees are as fortunate as I was.
Experiencing challenges opens your eyes to
the many blessings of Allah. From a stateless
refugee, I became a citizen of a great nation;
from someone with only a high school
education, l became an educated professional.
Winnipeg became my home; in Winnipeg I
made new friends, established a family and
became a member of my warm Muslim
community that embraced me and gave me
multiple opportunities to serve it.
I still miss my elegant city, Asmara. Today, it
is certainly in much better shape than when I
left it, but it still has a long way to catch up to
my adopted city, Winnipeg!!

Arriving safely to Khartoum was not the end
of our challenge, but the beginning of a new
set of challenges. We were now “stateless”,
“refugees”, “pariahs” that no country would
willingly welcome. Refugees scramble to
rebuild their lives and take different directions.
I was clear in my mind that I had to find a
place where I could pursue my higher education. The USA was my preferred choice, but
getting there for a refugee like me was a
farfetched dream. Our group of refuges were
scattered all over, some stayed in Sudan,
others went to Gulf countries and some to
Europe. My personal journey was long, full of

Counting Allah’s Blessings

Manitoba Muslim
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An Insight to the
Settlement Process in Canada
By: Sr. Samiya Ahmed

W

hen referring to the
settlement process as a
whole there are
several streams of classes under
the Canadian immigration but
for the purpose of this article, I
will be focusing on “Refugee
Resettlement” only.
Refugee: a person who has been
forced to leave their country in
order to escape war, persecution
or natural disaster.
Canada offers refugee
protection to people who face
persecution in their home
country or the country where
they normally live, or who
would face persecution if they
returned to that country.
You can apply to become a
convention refugee either
outside Canada by being
sponsored by a sponsoring
agency/group (this stream is
called PRIVATELY SPONSORED REFUGEE) or are
preselected from a United
Nation run refugee camp and
are sponsored by the government (this stream is called
GOVERNNMENT SPONSORED REFUGEE).
You can also make a claim
for convention refugee status
after you arrive in Canada and it
would be up to the Immigration
and Refugee Board of Canada to
determine your eligibility. Their
decisions are based on the
following definitions.
Convention refugees are people
who are outside their home
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country or the country where
they normally live, and who are
unwilling to return because of a
well-founded fear of persecution
based on:
 Race
 Religion
 Political opinion
 Nationality
 Membership in a particular
social group, such as women or
people of a particular sexual
orientation
Person in need of protection is
someone who faces the following
dangers if they returned to their
home country or country where
they normally live:
 A danger of torture
 A risk to their life
 A risk of cruel and unusual
treatment or punishment
To narrow today’s topic even
further, I will be focusing on
Government Sponsored Refugees
(GARs) and Privately Sponsored
Refugees (PSRs) since my goal is
to talk about the settlement sector

in our city. As we go along you
will see that GARs and PSRs are
very different once they arrive
since one is being financially taken
care of by the government (GARs)
and the other is by whoever
sponsored them (PSRs). Even how
they receive services will differ
because many settlement agencies
get their core funding from
Immigration Canada and can only
offer certain services to GARs.
Lately the settlement sector
has been in the media constantly
due to the large number of Syrian
newcomers. As of last week (Feb
26th) there are 25,000 Syrians who
have arrived in Canada and 580 in
Manitoba. The settlement sector
has always been underfunded
and understaffed like many other
not for profit agencies and their
departments. We have not only
welcomed the Syrian refugees but
an organization called Hospitality
House Refugee Ministry welcomed 80 PSRs from various East
African countries as of February.
Once a refugee arrives
through GAR they are welcomed
at the airport by their settlement
counsellor from Manitoba
Interfaith and Immigration
Council Inc. (MIIC), known as
Welcome Place, who is the host
organization chosen by Immigration to assist newcomers in their
resettlement process. It is one of
the largest organizations in
Canada and the largest in
Manitoba. Welcome Place serves
in over 30 languages and have
access to many resources vital to
newcomers.

Some of the things they assist
with are:
 Receiving government
assisted refugees at the
airport
 Assisting to establish a
settlement plan
 Providing information and
orientation about life in
Canada
 Referral to community
services (i.e. housing,
English classes, employment
counseling, health, financial
supports, legal, etc.)
 Interpretation and translation services
 Form filling assistance
 Informal counseling
 Advocacy and support
 Information about Provincial and Federal Government services such as
healthcare and social
services
It is the sponsoring group/
organization’s responsibility to
assist PSRs with the above
services.
The refugee who comes
under GAR gets a document
called IFH (Interim Federal
Health) that is basically a health
insurance so they can buy
prescription medication, access
optometrists, get prescription
glasses and get preventative
dental coverage. The PSRs until
recently did not have access to
this insurance. It was revoked
by the Harper government but
thanks to the Liberal Government now this document will
be given to every single newcomer refugee and is valid for
one year.
The newcomers have access
to some very specific clinics like
Bridge Care clinic under
Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority (WRHA) and certain
clinics for counselling. The

benefit of going to Bridge Care is
that the staff there is trained to
work with refugees so they will
do specific tests, immunizations
and a very detailed intake which
perhaps other doctors might not
do due to time limits. They also
will refer and advocate for any
further treatment one might need
outside the clinic.
This clinic is unfortunately
open to only GAR cases unless
there is a shortage of GARs and
then they might accept PSRs, but
sadly that is hardly the case ever.
Some other specialized
departments/agencies in the city
for newcomers are:
Accueil Francophone – An
agency serving the French
speaking newcomers.
Altered Minds Inc. – Entry
Program – This is the agency
where every adult newcomer
goes as soon as they arrive to
register for a one-month orientation and are then referred to an
English Language Program,
which is at their level.
Aurora Family Therapy – They
offer counseling, mental & social
programs.
Family Dynamics – They offer a
wide of services including
counseling, family programs and
supports and they host a Neighborhood Immigrant & Settlement
Worker in the Tuxedo area.
Immigrant & Refugee Community Organization of Manitoba
(IRCOM) – This is transitional
housing for newcomers which is
subsidized and they have many
programs and services within the
complex such as after school
programs, family support and
advocacy to name a few.
Immigrant Centre – Another
agency that has various pro-

grams, nutrition, settlement
services, employment services
and citizenship training.
Manitoba Start - Acts as an agent
between the businesses in
Manitoba and the newcomers that
have skills to fill the workforce.
MOSAIC – Offers language
programs.
Mount Carmel Clinic – One of
the few clinics that serve newcomer population including
counseling & psychosocial
support.
New Journey Housing – Assists
newcomers with finding accommodation and they also educate
with workshops and training
throughout the year.
NEEDS Inc. – Provides accessible support to families, youth
and children. They act as a
transitional literacy program for
school age children until they are
registered in regular school.
SEED Winnipeg – Their mission
is to reduce poverty in Winnipeg
by building capacity including
asset building programs &
business development. They
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have an EAL (English as an
additional language) specialist
who acts as a liaison for the
newcomers.
Sexuality Education Resource
Centre (SERC) – Provides
education, resource and referrals
on sexuality and reproductive
health issues in partnership with
various ethno-cultural and
multi-cultural groups.
Society of Manitobans with
Disability (SMD) - The Cultural
Resource Facilitators of SMD’s
Ethno-Cultural Program help
people and families living with
disabilities who come from a
variety of ethnic communities
and connect them with muchneeded social services and
supports. The program also
provides training sessions on
“Culture and Disability” to
service providers.
St Vital Neighborhood Settlement Program - The Neighborhood Immigrant Support
Program provides newcomers
with accessible, ongoing
settlement support in St. Vital in
order to facilitate their initial
transition and long-term
integration into Canadian
society.
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The Neighborhood Immigrant
Settlement Workers (NISWs)
work with newcomer residents
in the community seeking
services and supports, in addition to families’ connection
through schools.
West Central Women’s Resource Centre - West Central
Neighborhood Immigrant
Settlement Services provides
support to newcomers in the
West Central community with
Neighborhood Immigrant
Settlement Workers (NISWs).
Programs include parenting
programs, conversation circles,
family support circles and
sewing circles.
Winnipeg School Division
– There are 12 Liaisons who speak
over 30 languages offering
various settlement supports to
both students and parents. There
are also over 25 community
support workers who run family
rooms in the school providing
workshops and training to
parents.
WRHA Language Access
– WRHA provides interpreter
services to patients in 30 languages both face to face and over the
phone. You can access this either

by mentioning your need to your
worker or your doctor.
These are just some of the
services available to newcomers in
Winnipeg. Depending on the area
you live in there are many more
agencies available to serve you.
Even though there are so
many positive and vital supports
readily available there are also
many limitations and gaps in
services.
Language is the biggest
obstacle many settlement
agencies face. The number of
clients always outweighs the staff
and many a times they are left
with a language barrier that
causes long wait times and
overworked staff.
There is a lack of culturally
trained staff especially in the
medical field. The children are
affected by this the most when
they are in schools and in need of
assessments either in their
curriculum or are being referred
to school clinicians. Even outside
the school system families with
young children face the same
barriers when accessing healthcare in Canada.
There is a huge shortage of
female interpreters/counselors/
therapists.
A way for us to support the
newcomers in our city is to
volunteer at any of the settlement
agencies or schools as interpreters. Also apply for the interpreter
training at WRHA (Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority) or
IRB (Immigration & Refugee
Board).
The Indigenous people have
cultural liaisons and cultural
interpreters at schools, hospitals
and many community agencies.
Hopefully we can someday
replicate those services and have
someone to represent us at these
establishments serving our most
needy population

ISSA Cultural Training Well Received
W

innipeg has opened its arms
to the arrival of Syrian
refugees.
A city that is known for its
hospitality has once again welcomed the recent refugees. Since the
end of December, over 200 Syrian
families have arrived in Winnipeg.
Some are still in temporary
accommodation but most have
moved into permanent housing.
They are now getting language
training, oriented to Canadian social
norms and establishing themselves
in their new home.
Parallel to their arrival, is an
awareness among social agency and
institution professionals, in the
province, that they need to know
more about Islam and Syrian
culture. These front line professionals know that understanding
people’s culture is important to
knowing how to provide them with
appropriate supports.
Therefore, in the last three months,
Islamic Social Services Association
(ISSA) has provided cultural
competency training to about 200
professionals. The participants are
providing mental health, settlement
and integration support. Others are
working in law enforcement,
educational settings, social services,

business or are private sponsors of
refugees.
The one day course gives participants a start to understanding Islam
and some of the cultural preconditions that refugees bring to Canada.
There are basic aspects of being a
Muslim and its cultural nuances that
many Canadians don’t know or
understand. And there are often
preconceptions about being a Muslim
that can interfere with people relating
to Muslim newcomers.
The Cultural Competency
Training "...gives a basic understanding of Islam and shares information
that assists in providing cultural
literacy and competency to the
diverse Muslim population, thereby
facilitating integration and harmonious service delivery,” says Shahina
Siddiqui, Executive Director of ISSA.
For example, many Canadians
do not understand the roles and
rights of women in Islam. Therefore
the training provides both a religious
and cultural background on gender.
In the course of the training Shahina
may quote from the Quran, share a
personal experience or use humour
to help participants understand and
appreciate gender roles.
According to William Barr, Coordinator of the Family Preventative

Social Services program within ISSA,
"many participants only hear about
Islam on the evening news. It is
amazing to see the shift in their level
of understanding once they have
listened to Shahina speak, and had
the opportunity to ask their most
pressing questions in a judgment
free environment."
Participants have highly rated the
learning at the sessions. Some of the
comments ISSA has received in the
training evaluations include;
• "Being more aware and educated
on Muslim beliefs will help me be
more empathetic towards clients."
• "I appreciated the part on
teachings, principals and harram - I
feel a lot more literate and understanding of my Muslim students."
• "Thank you for the knowledge
and caring."
• "More Canadians need to take
this training."
The training is provided in
collaboration with the Canadian Red
Cross. Trauma training was provided in February with the financial
assistance of the Winnipeg Foundation.
More training sessions are
planned for April and May. Contact
info@issacanada.ca for more
information.

Register online at www.almaghrib.org/winnipeg or contact
Br. Imran Rahman at (204) 962-2989 / Sr. Warda Ahmed (204) 510-5786

Influx of Syrian
refugees and its impact
on Canada’s economy
By: Sr. Amina Khizar

S

yria’s current civil war and
the aftermath of its
ongoing violence, insecurity, poverty, and the rising
mortality rates have led Syrian’s
to flee their war-torn country
and seek refuge in neighboring
countries. However, European
and Middle Eastern nations are
hesitant to join the humanitarian cause; instead weighing in
the political, economic and
ethical ramifications of opening
their borders to the millions of
refugees desperately trying to
escape regional violence. The
UN estimates 7.6 million people
in Syria are displaced internally
since 2011 and another 4.1
million have left the country.
Syria is the worst refugee crisis
of our generation and Canada
has opened its borders to 24,092
refugees since November 4,
2015; according to the latest
data as of February 25, 2016 on
the Immigration department’s
website.
The government of Canada
has committed to resettling
25,000 Syrian refugees by
February 29, 2016 and we are
getting closer to the promised
number of refugees arriving in
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the country. The numbers
include government-assisted
refugees (13,798), privately
sponsored (8,201) and a mix
support from federal government and private sponsors
(2,093). The data from February
25, 2016, on the Government of
Canada’s website states that it
intends to welcome 4,102 more
Syrian refugees; their applications are finalized but yet to
arrive in Canada. 253 communities across Canada are welcom-

ing Syrian refugees and 91
government-organized flights of
Syrian refugees have arrived in
Canada so far. My personal
experience (Winnipeg) in
welcoming and showing generous support to Syrian refugees
from different ethnic and
religious communities has been
the joyous highlight of this
ongoing ordeal. Manitoba
Islamic Association (MIA) ’s
involvement in hosting welcome
events and home visits, Cana-

dian Muslim Women’s Institute
(CMWI) acting as a distribution
centre for clothing and household items as well as providing
programming, Project Backpack
and U of W bake sale donations
and clothing drive are a few of
the supports provided.
The government of Canada has
devised a planned and strategic
system to deal with the refugee
crisis. The system is implemented in five phases.
• Phase 1:
Identifying Syrian 		
refugees to come to Canada
• Phase 2:
Processing Syrian refuges
overseas
• Phase 3:
Transportation to Canada
• Phase 4:
Welcoming in Canada
(also includes screening
procedure)
• Phase 5:
Settlement and community
integration
Many have asked the big and
scary question whether admitting
these large numbers of refugees
in the country would crash our
economy. Are they economic
boon or burden? Many experts
agree that the benefits are

particularly helpful to Canada’s
have-not regions struggling with
long-term economic stagnation.
Low population growth and aging
workforce in Atlantic Canada can
benefit from new, younger people
contributing to our economy.
Canada took some 60,000 Vietnamese “boat people” in 1979 and
research suggests they have been
an economic success story, one of
the strongest economic arguments
in favor of taking in refugees.
Within a decade, the former boat
people had a 2.3 % lower unemployment rate than Canada as a
whole, relied less heavily on social
assistance than the general
population and 1 in 5 had started
their own business. In the long
run, the pool of refugees becomes
a great economic and social asset
making Canada prosper and
thrive. Business owners and
Halifax Chamber of Commerce
shows strong support in favor of
refugees saying it will create
wealth, set up businesses, create
jobs and increasing tax revenue,
instead of managing with a dismal
shrinking tax base. In Cleveland,
for example, local refugee services
agencies spent about $4.8 million
in 2012 as they helped refugees
get established in the area,
according to a study conducted by
Chmura Economics & Analytics.

In return, the economic impact
those refugees had on the community weighed in at about $48
million, roughly 10 times the
initial resettlement costs.
A message to all those
Canadians who oppose the idea
of welcoming refugees into our
country due to social, security
or economic reasons, there’s no
call for a panic as the facts
suggest otherwise. Canada is a
great humanitarian country and
multiculturalism is at its heart;
the kind of support and positive
energy shown by its people at
the hour of need worldwide and
especially with Syrian crisis is a
history in making. Canada has
successfully demonstrated to
the world that we have a shared
responsibility to help humans
who are displaced or persecuted.
Amina Khizar is a University of
Winnipeg student and an active
member of its MSA.
References:
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/
refugees/welcome/milestones.
asp
http://www.huffingtonpost.
ca/2015/11/26/refugees-economy-canada_n_8658076.html
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Canadian Muslim
Women’s Institute welcomes
the Syrian Refugees

T

he little boy’s eyes lit up
with joy as the teddy bear
was placed in his arms,
his parents, exhausted after
travelling a very long way gave
tired but thankful smiles.
This is what makes our work so
rewarding.
The Canadian Muslim Women's Institute (CMWI) has been
supporting and serving people
who come to Winnipeg from
Refugee situations for almost 10
years. When the Government of
Canada announced the plan to
resettle 25,000 Syrian refugees in
Canada, CMWI readily accepted
the offer from the Red Cross to
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act as a donation and redistrubution center.
The Winnipeg community
at large has opened
its heart calling us to
find out how they can
help. Thousands of
items have been received and gifted “In
Trust” to CMWI for
the arriving families.
Individuals, churches, organizations
and businesses have
provided clothing,
furniture, household and personal
care items, toys and
diapers. Through this
generosity we have
been able to help furnish their new homes
when they relocate

from transition to permanent
housing. One very successful social event was the recent
CMWI Tea and Fashion Event
organized just for the ladies and
their daughters. Guests experienced the excitement of outfitting themselves with selected
beautiful, brand new clothing
as they enjoyed tea and dainties
and were delighted with gifts of
hand lotion, shampoo, conditioner and other beauty products. A local retailer who wishes
to remain anonymous made this
event possible through the donations of hundreds of fashionable
clothing.
CMWI has become a hub
where the newcomers can come
for information and meet other
newcomers. They sit and have
tea and cookies while they dis-

cuss their English classes, their
housing needs, concerns about
the family they left back home
and about their dreams for
the new life they are about to
embark on in their new country. They meet with long-time
residents who help to reassure
them and answer questions,
gain volunteer experience by
sorting the donations as they
arrive and are introduced to
our programs. CMWI is offering a program called Wiggle,
Giggle and Munch for the
moms and the pre-schoolers.
When the older kids go off to
school the moms can bring
their toddlers and have an
afternoon of fun while learning
some English. They can take
part in a ladies exercise class
with a qualified instructor, attend a support circle or register
for sewing classes that can
result in employment. We are in
the process of organizing ladies
swimming.
These past months have
been very busy for the staff and
Board of CMWI and we would
like to thank the donors and all
the volunteers from within and
outside our community who
have given up their weekends to
help us with furniture delivery
as well as coming out during
the weekdays to volunteer in the
office, organizing clothing and

other household donations. We
look forward to your continued
support as Winnipeg continues
to welcome refugees from different countries. For more informa-

tion on CMWI and our programs
please call the office at 204 943
8539.
Yasmin Ali
President CMWI

Articles

Why I Became A Muslim?
By: Sr.  Emily (Aisha) Wiebe

I

slam will always be the key
to my soul and the key to my
life SUBBHANALLAH!!!
Upon reverting to Islam I
realized that my belief in
Atheism and the big bang
theory made no sense. I mean
when you think about it, what is
more a leap of faith; that the
world came from nothing or that
a Creator caused it?
Before I begin my story I
want to give a small background
of my experience with Atheism
and the concept of having a
soul. A lot of Atheists I have
encountered are so against this
concept of having a soul. Even
when I was an Atheist I couldn't
quite understand this. Why be
so against something that makes
us who we are, that makes us
human? Without a soul we
would all be walking zombies.
As an Atheist I would
relentlessly tell everybody that
you do not need God in your life
to have meaning. I now believe
that we do because if we are not
living for God then we are living
for worldly pleasures that do
not last forever and that often let
us down as was the case in my
reversion story. Alhamdulillah,
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I was chosen for Islam and my
soul now feels complete and at
peace. I no longer have this
feeling of being lost in this
Dunya.
I feel many Atheists are lost
in this world without God but
refuse to admit it because that
was my experience as an Atheist.
When I finally acknowledged
that there was a God I finally felt
this sense of inner calm and
peace. I think this experience in
and of itself is proof of Allah
(swt). Alhumdulilah that I found
Islam and Alhamdulillah that He
chose me. Even as an Atheist I

was never against having a soul.
What is so wrong with having a
soul? I just do not get this
mentality on the part of Atheists.
Maybe they do not want to admit
that they have a soul or sadly do
not feel like they do because their
souls have become so lost and
heavy in this Dunya. The soul
needs God to feel light, calm,
whole and at peace. The more
you deny this the heavier your
soul becomes and the more it is
pulled down by this Dunya.
Many Atheists also feel that
they have better morals than
those who are religious but yet
they constantly put religious
people down with violent words
that I don't feel is very moral. I
feel like it is very difficult to be
truly human let alone moral
when your soul is so heavy
because of your denial of God.
May Allah (swt) guide those who
are lost.
My journey to Islam started
three years ago but at the time I
guess I wasn't ready even though
I converted. I left the religion
soon after and resumed my old
Atheistic lifestyle. As much as I
wanted to, I just couldn't believe
there was a God.

On November 10th 2015, my
entire outlook on life changed.
The manager at the Ten Thousand Villages store where I
volunteered for 8 months
basically got incredibly angry
with me for merely being
excited about a new order that
came in. The volunteers get to
unpack the orders and it is
always fun to see the new
products. Anyway she would
not let me unpack the order this
time even though she had no
problem with me unpacking
orders in the past and she
basically implied loud enough
for the entire store to hear that
my enthusiasm was selfish. This
made no sense since she was
getting paid to be there and I
was volunteering because I
believed so much in the concept
of fair trade. I felt she had
absolutely no right to treat me
that way and so I was indescribably hurt inside and angry. This
manager had always been
particularly heartless and
ruthless toward me but I guess
that was the last straw for me.
Also, I could not stand her
hypocrisy because she would
always berate me for being "too
loud" when I was excited but
she was ten times louder than
me in general (but apparently
that was okay). She would
sometimes loudly berate me on
the sales floor rather than talk
calmly to me in the staff room if
she had an issue with me. I
finally quit on the spot.
For the next two weeks I was
consumed by anger and my soul
felt dirty and heavy as a result. I
wanted the manager to suffer
like she made me suffer. I
wanted to buy alcohol and pour
it on rags and then set the rags
on fire and throw them at her
car. I wanted to do the same to
her house but she had a 4-year-

old daughter. I did end up
buying alcohol but purely for the
sake of getting drunk and God
forbid if the cashier at Liquor
Mart should ID me since I
destroyed my old photo ID in
anger.
The drinking took away the
pain and anger inside me
temporarily but when it wore off
I was just as angry again and had
to do it again and again. I went
off on anyone I ran into for
almost no reason because I hurt
so badly inside and I nearly got
kicked out of a bank for having a
full-blown temper tantrum at the
staff for not giving me a same
day appointment. I was pounding on windows and screaming
because it just felt like the whole
world was against me.
The drinking and losing my
temper went on for nearly three
weeks and I was so terrified of
how angry I was because I was
seriously considering destroying
the manager’s car that could've
landed me in the slammer.
Then I reread the book,
Reclaim Your Heart, by Muslimah Yasmin Mogahed. Near
the beginning of it she stated that
life isn't perfect because it is a test
from Allah (swt). The first time I
read this, three years ago, it
didn't click with me so I just
discarded the idea as rubbish but
this time it made me stop and
think. I always thought there
was no God because this world is
so messed up but Mogahed
made me realize that this life
wasn't supposed to be perfect
and we will have perfection in
Jannah or Paradise. I guess I was
so consumed by my anger that
Shaytan and my obsession with
obtaining justice through
revenge that it blinded me to the
fact that life isn't going to always
be fair.
I realized that the reason I

was so angry was because I was
putting all of my purpose into
promoting fair trade and was
basing all my self worth on it.
When my alleged purpose was
taken away from me I felt like I
no longer had a purpose anymore and life was not worth
living.
When it finally clicked with
me that my purpose was to
worship Allah (swt), everything
finally fell into place and my
whole outlook and perspective
on life changed. I realized that to
put our purpose as human
beings into worldly matters can
leave us frustrated and lost
because nothing in this Dunya is
permanent or predictable or fair
and we were created to worship
Allah (swt). We never know
when things can change on a
dime but we can always know
that Allah (swt) is there waiting
for us with open arms and
nothing in this Dunya can take
Him away from us. There is
much comfort and peace in
knowing and understanding this.
Allah (swt) took away my
anger and my heart is now at
peace. Alhamdulillah I officially
took Shahadah at the end of
November 2015 and my life
couldn't be better. Masha Allah,
I am now a Muslimah and my
heart and soul feel lighter and
clean because of the peace that
only Allah (swt) can fill them
with.
Glory and thanks be to Allah.
I will never know why He chose
me - a previously outspoken,
quick-to-anger Atheist, but I am
so grateful He did and guided
me to the straight path and this
beautiful, beautiful Deen and
way of life. Alhamdulillah.
Allah guides to His light
whom He wills (24:35).
Allahu Akbar!
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Community Profile
Compiled by Sr. Raja El-Mazini

The Al Ziab Family

K

amal Al Ziab was born
and raised in Deir al
Zour, Syria, the city in
which he met his wife Fatima. He
worked as a welder and together
they moved to Damascus to
pursue his career. After many
years of hard work, the family
was able to open their own
business and purchase their first
home. Kamal, Fatima and their
six children, Khalid, Mohammed,
Omar, Hamza, Aya and Kamila
lived a very comfortable life in
Deir al Zour. However in 2011,
their lives changed drastically
with the start of the civil war.
Kamal and Fatima’s second
eldest son Omar, who is now 14
years old, was walking home
from school during protests
when he was run over by a
military vehicle; this resulted in
the amputation of Omar’s leg.
Kamal lost his brother in the
same year in an explosion in
front of their home. Fatima also
lost her brother, who passed
away at 19 years old during his
service in the army. Their
12-year-old son Mohammed
recalls a time when they would
lie huddled together in their
home at night, continuously
repeating the Shahada as they
hear bombs and missiles around
them.
Following the death of
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Kamal’s brother and the injury of
their son Omar, Kamal and
Fatima decided that they must
leave Syria for the safety of their
family and to receive medical care
for their other son. The Al Ziab
family left their home and
travelled to a refugee camp in
Beirut, Lebanon where they
resided in a single room shack.
The Al Ziab family along with
two other family members lived
in these cramped conditions for
two and half years. Kamal cites
this as one of the most difficult
parts of their journey because he
could not work to provide for his
family and their children could
not attend school.
Finally, Kamal’s sister Fadila
and her husband Farid Al-Abdallah, were able to sponsor the Al

Ziab family with the help of
Refugee Winnipeg. The family
arrived two months ago and was
completely overwhelmed with the
welcoming they received at both
the Toronto and Winnipeg
airports. Their son Mohammed
excitedly recalled the moment they
were greeted by over 50 people at
the Winnipeg airport. The family
agreed that the biggest surprise
was the amount of compassion,
support and help they received
here in Canada. Kamal is thankful
to the Canadian government,
particularly to Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, and wishes that
his fellow Syrian brothers and
sisters are fortunate enough to
experience the same welcoming.
The Al Ziab family has
adapted nicely to their new life
here in Winnipeg. Kamal, Fatima,
and their six children currently
reside in a townhouse that is
wheelchair accessible and
friendly, which is tremendously
convenient for their son Omar.
Omar has been recently fitted
with a prosthetic leg and is undergoing physical therapy to adjust
to the new limb. The charismatic
family has already made friends
with neighbours as the doorbell
rang several times with guests
coming to visit during my
meeting with them. When I asked
the family about their first

impression of winter they all
laughed and claimed that they
were warned several times of
Winnipeg’s freezing winters. The
kids love the snow and Kamal
and Fatima have no problem
adjusting to the cold weather.
Their eldest child Khaled, 16,
an aspiring pharmacist, shared
that his biggest challenge here in
Winnipeg is adjusting to the
school routine. With it being 3
years since he last held a pencil,
it took him a few weeks to adapt
both mentally and academically
to his new school. Mohammed
and his equally charming and
clever siblings Omar, Mohammed and Aya all attend schools
in St. Norbert where they are
learning the English language.
Fatima’s biggest challenge in
adapting to life here in Winnipeg
has been learning English.
Kamal also finds the language
barrier difficult and wishes that
they had childcare so that he and
his wife can both attend English
schools. With six children, two
of which are four and three years

old, it is difficult to find the time
and means to attend to a rigorous
English program.
Kamal and Fatima are both
hopeful and optimistic about
their future in Winnipeg. They
already feel like this is their
home due to the outpouring of
love and support they received
from the Winnipeg community.
Kamal prays that one day he will
be joined by his mother, widowed sister, brother and pregnant sister-in-law who are
currently in a refugee camp in
Lebanon. Fatima echoes this
sentiment as her family is still in
Deir al Zour in Syria and is
unable to escape.
The Al Ziab family was
extremely gracious, kind and
hospitable. For three hours I was
able to talk with the entire family
and learn about their lives before
the civil war and how everything
drastically changed. We shared
many laughs and even some tears,
and I was overwhelmed and
touched by their warmth, kindness and openness. The family

experienced devastating losses,
but this was overshadowed by
their optimistic, positive and
resilient nature. Their love for
each other, their beloved country
Syria and gratitude for the all the
people who made their journey
here possible was repeatedly
expressed throughout the evening. I was served tea, coffee and
even a traditional Syria dinner. I
was repeatedly told that I was not
a guest in their home but instead a
family member. I hope that the
Winnipeg community will
continue to treat the Al Ziab
family and other Syrian newcomers in the same manner, like
family.
Fatima and Kamal would like
to thank his sister Fadila and her
husband Farid Al-Abdallah for
their efforts to bring them to
Canada and to recognize the
Church for their role as well. They
would also like to express their
gratitude to Kevin, Barbara, Dr.
Sandra, Sue, Ibtisam and Abu
Mustafa for their help and
support.
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Book Review

I am Malala
Reviewd by: Sr. Amina Khizar

I

am Malala: The girl who stood
up for education and was shot
by the Taliban.
In this book, Malala tells her
story in a riveting memoir,
co-written with Christina Lamb
who is a veteran British journalist.
Malala Yousafzai is an 18-year old
Pashtun Muslim woman from
Pakistan, Swat Valley who was
shot in the face by a Taliban
gunman at the age of fifteen for
being a female attending school.
She is now the youngest Nobel
Peace Prize winner, Women’s
Right Activist, Children’s Rights
Activist and an activist for
education for all.
Malala’s mission is as she says,
“One, child, one teacher, one book,
one pen can change the world”. In
the beginning of the book, Malala
speaks a great deal about the
historical, political, cultural,
traditional and religious aspects of
the province she’s from. This
background information is
necessary for a reader to grasp the
reasoning and understanding
behind the infiltration of terrorism
in that part of the Pakistan. The
story begins with Malala’s father,
Ziauddin Yousafzai, who was an
activist to bring about change in
his region and strived to work
hard for girl’s education, which
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was frowned upon and discouraged during the time of Taliban.
His deep love of learning and an
unwavering sense of justice and
commitment in serving the people
has been a great source of influence
for his bright daughter and
impacted Malala’s personality,
thinking and values. Ziauddin’s
greatest ambition was to establish a
school where children could be
raised with a keen sense of their
human potential and Malala went
to her father’s school where she was
a top student. By the time Malala
was 10, radical Talibans had
penetrated the valley all the way to
the capital of Islamabad and the
atrocities and crimes done by them
were known to all of Pakistan. By
age 12, she was writing a BBC blog
under the pen name of Gul Makai,
about her experiences and encounters and how the life of a child is
impacted at every moment while
living under Taliban rule. She
wrote several entries at how it feels
like to be a prisoner in their own
homes and being cut off from basic
human needs and necessities. She
was more distressed when she
learnt about girls being banned
from going to school and had to
give up their education and careers.
This was the pivotal point in her life
when along with her father, Malala
decided to speak for all. She is very
vocal about human rights in
general, especially education for all.
Malala says, “I raise up my voice
not so I can shout but so that those
without a voice can be heard...we
cannot succeed when half of us are
held back”. In 2009, at the age of 13,

her family was forced to flee the
increasingly violent border area
and made their way to Peshawar
where she did radio interviews, met
national and international government and political officials and
always never missed a chance to
speak for the prosperity and
development of her province and
people and above all, girl’s education and access to basic human
needs.
Malala became well known in
her fight against ignorance and
brutalities committed by the terrorists. She became a threat towards
the Taliban and was shot in the
head while heading home from
school. Disfigured beyond
recognition by her assailant’s gun,
Malala was rushed to Peshawar,
then Rawalpindi and finally to
Birmingham, England, where
doctors reconstructed her damaged skull and knit back the
shattered face. She went through a
lot, emotional and physical pain as
well as being all alone in the battle
of life and death, being treated and
waiting for her family to arrive in
England. She emerged triumphant
in her battle of survival to stand
before the members of the UN on
12 July 2013 to call for worldwide
access to education and UN
honored the event as “Malala
Day”.
The fight against ignorance and
fighting for human rights has never
been an easy task as history reveals.
However, one little girl along with
her courage and bravery has told
the world that it’s “possible” to
bring peace in this world.

Interview

Brother Abdikheir
Ahmed
Interviewed by: Tasneem Vali

C

ongratulations to Brother
Abdikheir Ahmed for
being awarded the Order
of the Buffalo Hunt this past
January. It is a symbol of provincial recognition for noteworthy
achievements in sports and other
public endeavours, with recipients selected by the Premier of
Manitoba. He was recognized
because he has worked tirelessly
to build bridges between new
immigrants and Manitoba
communities. It was an honour
to meet with him and ask him
about his life, work, family and
struggles that have led to this
recognition.
Br. Abdi is very unassuming
and humble. When I congratulated him and asked about how
he felt being a recipient of the
Order of the Buffalo Hunt, right
up there with other great leaders,
he said he was very surprised
when he got the call. He didn’t
expect it and his work was never
done with achieving this medal
in mind. He said, “That was an
exciting moment. I do the work
that I do in the community
because I want to. I put myself
out there doing what I can for the
community without thinking
about whether I am going to be
recognized or not. So I was
surprised when I got the call
from the Premier’s office. But
you know, a lot of people do

similar work for our community
and they don’t often get recognized. This award is dedicated to
all those who are doing special
things for our community, that
whatever they do, someone
somewhere is appreciating and
seeing the contribution they are
making to community”. We got
right down to his story, a very
interesting and long journey for a
boy from Somalia to Winnipeg.

Q. Tell us a bit about yourself.
A. I was born to a large family. I

have 11 sisters and 13 brothers.
Most of my siblings live in Kenya.
I have two brothers living in
Canada and another in the United
States. I live in Winnipeg with my
wife Saadia and three boys. The
oldest is 8 years, followed by a 6
year old and the youngest is 9
months.

Br. Abdi told me growing up
as part of a large family laid the
foundation for his life’s passion
and work helping others. He says
being one of 24 children, they
always had to share and think of
others. He says, “My father
(Rahimahullah) was a renowned
sheikh in our hometown and he
spent most of his time helping the
community. We often saw little of
him as he was called to resolve
community issues very often. We
would often ask him why he was
paying so much attention to other
people and he would say to us,
"You have a short time on this
earth and you need to use the
time you have to help others". He
said this was his sadaqa (charity).
He told us to use our energy,
knowledge and skills for sadaqa if
we didn’t have money to give out.
My father also used to tell us,
"every person in my community
is part of me. If one of them is
unhappy, it means that part of my
body is also unhappy". My father
did so much in the community
that people often referred to him
as Abajano, which in Somali
means the father of Jannah.
My mother supported my father
in his work to help the community. While he was away very
often, she kept the family together. My father had three other
wives that meant I had three
other mothers. Since my mother
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was the oldest, everybody treated
her as the mother of the whole
family. As I observed my father,
spending a lot of his time
volunteering for community
issues, it just comes naturally to
me and I am passing this to my
own kids so that they keep the
spirit of volunteerism in our
family.”
He told me he took his young
children everywhere to experience first-hand what people go
through and see what help they
needed. It is hard for children to
understand, because they want
to keep their material things for
themselves, and we as parents
must make the effort to expose
them to different situations. I
cannot get over the one thing Br.
Abdi said to me when I asked
him how we as people who are
not so involved could get our
kids involved. He said, “We
must step out of the charity
model and step into the immersion model. We must stop
thinking that just by giving
money we are helping; yes
money is required but also
personal involvement.”

Q. What brought you to 		
Winnipeg, MB?

A. I came to Winnipeg in

August 2003. I decided on
Winnipeg because I knew only
one person who lived in Canada
and he lived in Winnipeg. He
told me that Winnipeg was a
very cold place and because I
didn’t know what ‘very cold’
meant by Winnipeg standards, I
decided to come to Winnipeg. I
have lived here since then. Over
the years, I have become more
attached to Winnipeg. I know
more people in the community; I
have grown professionally here
and love the people. I have
developed lots of friends and I
consider it my home.
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Q. What is your motivator?
A. I am motivated by the desire

to see change in our community;
that I am here for a reason and
must fulfill my duties as a citizen
of this country. I am also motivated by the success of the people
I work with. I have worked and
supported so many refugees
including single mothers with
young children and refugee
claimants who come with nothing
on them. Most of these people are
so resilient. A few years later I see
the single mother who had five
children all under 10 and didn’t
speak English at all driving her
own car, needing no interpreter at
the doctor and living on her own
with no support at all. This
motivates me. If we are able to
provide a hand to such people,
they will certainly succeed.
Someone has to do it and I am
just playing my role providing
this support.

Q. How do you maintain a

balance between deen and
dunya?
A. I try my best to live within the
bounds of Islam. I am not perfect
and do have my own imperfections but I try my best to model
the path that my deen has
provided for me. I try my best to
accommodate my practice of
Islam into my work life. Most of
my work colleagues and friends
know that I take my faith seriously and support me. For
instance my colleagues know not
to schedule a meeting for me on
Fridays during the kutba time.

Q. United Nations Fellowship as

a People of African Descent
Fellow at the office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights in Geneva – you
won this – how did it help to
further your concern for newcomers?

A. I spent three weeks at the UN

Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights in Geneva
learning about the UN human
rights instruments. I was selected
along with four other fellows
from Sweden, United States,
Colombia and Curacao. During
the three weeks, I spent the first
week on learning about the UN
Human instruments, their
enforcement and their implementation; worked with the UN
Expert Working Group on People
of African Descent during the
second week, and during the last
week, I participated at the UN
sessions of the Intergovernmental
Working Group on the Effective
Implementation of the recommendations of the Second World
Conference on Racism held in
Durban, South Africa in 2001. It
was quite a learning experience
working with very high level
Ambassadors at the UN and
learning about the UN human
rights mechanisms.

Q. What are the top 3 things

youth/parents today should be
aware of?
A. The most important thing is to
spend as much time as possible
with our kids. In most of our communities where we originally
come from, the village raises the
child and everyone takes responsibility to guide the kids. Here it is
different. It is an individual,
secluded life with no extended
family support. If we do not
spend time with our children then
they will find people who are
ready to spend time with them.
That is why many newcomer
youth become attracted to
negative social behaviours. I
would especially like to urge the
fathers in our community to take
time to hang out with their sons,
doing fun activities that appeal to
the kids. Daughters are mostly

doing well in my experience
because they are around their
moms and get a lot of guidance
but the boys need a lot of
attention from male relatives. I
do not think kids need to
redefine themselves but we
should allow kids to determine
who they want to be. Most of the
families that I work with want
their kids to become doctors and
engineers without thinking about
what their kids’ interests are.
Secondly we also need to
model Islam among our kids at a
very early age. You can’t wake
up and parachute Islamic
practice into kids when they are
older.
The third thing we need to do
is to instill compassion and
volunteerism in our children. We
need to introduce our children to
the inequalities that exist in our
own backyard. Parents should
take the time to introduce kids to
volunteering. Our kids will not
wake up and start to understand
how their actions impact others.
If the parents themselves are
volunteering and playing their
role in the community, then kids
are likely to take after their
parents. We need to model this
for our kids.

Q. Share your experience as a
Muslim living in Winnipeg.

A. I have had an excellent

experience as a Muslim in
Winnipeg. I am very committed
about the practice of my faith at
work, at social places and among
friends and most of the people I
work with or interact with are
very accommodating and kind.
For instance where I work, my
colleagues maintain a pork free
environment or simply observe
Halal foods when it comes to
events where food is involved.
When I worked at IRCOM, the
organization created a prayer

room for Muslim staff. One other
organization that I am involved
with Mosaic Newcomer Family
Resource Network has provided
prayer mats to Muslims participants of their programs.

Q. What is your contribution/

involvement in the community,
especially with the youth?
A. I have been involved with the
community volunteering at a
various levels since arriving in
2003.
• In May 2009 I helped organize
the first African Youth Summit in
the city of Winnipeg bringing
together 100 grade 11 and 12
students of African origin to
deliberate on the specific barriers
to success to education among
African students in Winnipeg
schools. The conference made
specific recommendations on
accommodating the needs of
African students in schools in
Manitoba to the department of
education in Manitoba.
• Co-founder and Co-chair of
UMOJA - a partnership initiative
between the Winnipeg Police
Service and new Canadian
Community leaders in Winnipeg.
• Served on the Recreation Task
Force of the Winnipeg Poverty
Reduction Council; a high level
initiative hosted by United Way
Winnipeg to reduce the levels of
poverty among low income
communities in Winnipeg's inner
city from 2009 to 2011.
• Served on the Advisory Board
of the Manitoba Federation of
Labour's Occupational Health
Centre (MFL-OHC) to advise on
occupational health issues
affecting the new Canadian
workforce from September 2009
to February 2011.
• I have served on the Board of
the Manitoba Immigrant and
Refugee Settlement Sector
Association (MIRSSA) for a two

year term in September 2012.
• I am currently serving on the
Premier's Advisory Council on
Education, Poverty and Citizenship in the Province of Manitoba.
• I am a founding member and
serve on the board of Humankind
International, an international
non-profit organization that has
built an Early Childhood Education Centre in the Dadaab refugee
camp in Kenya. Dadaab is the
refugee camp predominantly
occupied by Somali refugees who
have been fleeing civil war since
1990. There is no resolution in
sight to the Somali conflict. Kids
who were born in the refugee
camp have their own families
now. In my work with refugee
children and youth resettled in
Canada, I discovered that many
of them had not had access to
early childhood education or had
interrupted education. Myself
and two other friends, Muuxi
Adam and Abdirizak Adam, who
have refugee experience came
together with the idea of raising
funds to build an early child
education centre for refugee
children. We have since raised
sufficient funds to build the
centre, completed its building,
have secured additional funds
and are in the process of building
another centre in the same camp.
Humankind Academy is, an early
years school located in the
Dagahaley section of the Dadaab
Refugee Camp in Kenya. The
school opened in January 2014
with 71 students and in January
2015 the total was 150 children
ages 5-8. Students attend school
full time and receive two meals a
day that include protein and fruit.
Community members here in
Winnipeg can support by donating through Canadahelps on our
website at http://humankindintl.
org/.
• Currently serving on the Board
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of End Homelessness Winnipeg
(EHW) that is working on ending
homelessness in Winnipeg by the
year 2030.
• I am also currently serving on
the Board of the Immigrant and
Refugee Community Organization of Manitoba (IRCOM), I help
bring the voice of the community
to this board.
• I also sit on the Board of the
Islamic Social Services Association (ISSA)
• I am a founding member of
the Newcomer Education
Coalition (NEC) in Manitoba, a
coalition that advocates for the
needs of newcomer kids with
interrupted schooling in grades
K-12 in Manitoba.
• I have recently started an
initiative that builds positive
relationships between indigenous communities and newcomer immigrants and refugees
in Winnipeg.

Q. Mention two things that are
lacking in our community

A. One of the biggest deficien-

cies in our community is the
lack of compassion. I work with
refugees and I see a lot of people
in other faiths working hard to
sponsor refugees, donate money
and time and volunteering, but
our community is not visibly
present in these efforts. I think
we need to be consistently
involved in these things. The
majority of our community
subscribes to the charity model;
the idea that you give money
and you have done your part of
the work. This is not good
enough. We need to be prepared
to take time away from our
family and devote it to the
greater good of the community
that we live in. I have recently
seen some impressive work by
the Syrian community and folks
at MIA volunteering to support
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refugees but this should not stop
with Syrian refugees. We should
continue this example for the
long haul with all Muslim
refugees wherever they are from.
We have a lot of professionals in
the community who should
provide mentorship to newcomer
professionals.
The second important thing is
unity. There are people who
have different ideas and want to
run things, but they undermine
each other even though we are
such a small community. Our
leaders need to realize that our
community is looking to them
for direction. If they are pulling
the small community in different directions, then they are
doing a disservice to the community.

Q. How do you manage to give

so much to the community? Time
management advice if you can
please;
A. Of course giving so much to
the community has its own
difficulties but it needs commitment. I have a very supportive
family. My wife sees it as our
Islamic duty to help the community. I bring my kids to community activities that I volunteer for
and this way my kids get to learn
what I do and we can all volunteer for the community.

Q. In your opinion what is the

best way to help the refugees
coming to Winnipeg, what should
we do?
A. I think some of the best ways
to help is to find time to spend
with refugees. When you move to
a new country with nothing and
no friends and with the cold
weather, it can be very isolating
and bring back past trauma. We
need to have more activities for
the families. We need to organize
ourselves to visit individual

families and help them understand the different challenges and
how to cope with them.

Q. Can you give us a list of

resources that refugees can
access?
A. All the resources are listed on
our website.
http://lipw.ca/settlement-services-for-newcomers/
They are listed under different
headings and there are number of
resources under each heading.

Q. What organizations are out

there in general for us to volunteer with, what do they do?
A. I would encourage community members to volunteer where
their work will directly impact
refugees and immigrants. Some
of the organizations include;
IRCOM, NEEDs Centre, Welcome Place, Mosaic etc. Volunteer at local schools to help the
refugee kids in those schools.
Join boards of the organizations
supporting newcomers listed
above. In this way you influence
policy decisions so you are able
to impact the lives of the newcomers.
I would like to thank Br.
Abdikheir for sharing his work
and vision with us. It is rare to
meet a person who inspires us to
look within ourselves and find
the good to help others selflessly.
Br. Abdi is one of those people
and we all wish him much
success. “On the authority of
Abu Huraira (may Allah be
pleased with him) from the
Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) who said, ”
Whoever relieves a believer’s
distress of the distressful aspects
of this world, Allah will rescue
him from a difficulty of the
difficulties of the Hereafter…”
(Muslim)

Youth Section

Prophet Mohammad: A Role Model
By: Warda Tariq
Grade 9 student Alhijra Islamic School

Mercy To Mankind

Prophet Mohammad (SAW) was
one of the best role models. One of
the best virtue of his was "Mercy
to all mankind." Even the enemies
of the Prophet will have their
punishment hastened for them.
One of the Ayaats that explains
this is,“And (remember) when
they said: ‘O Allah! If this (the
Qur’an) is indeed the truth
(revealed) from You, then rain
down stones on us from the sky or
bring on us a painful torment.’
And Allah would not punish them
while you (Muhammad ) are
amongst them, nor will He punish
them while they seek (Allah’s)
Forgiveness.” [al-Anfaal 8:32-33].

Bravery

The Prophet Mohammad (SAW)
was the bravest among the people
and had the firmest heart; no other
creature could match him in his
self-control, strength of heart and
body. The Prophet (SAW) fearlessly
engaged in fighting, exposing
himself to great danger and
offering himself to death. He never
ran away from a battle and never
took a single step backwards. Brave
heroes flee the battle when they
faced him while he was as firm as
the mountains, always advancing,
never retreating. It was narrated
that the Prophet (SAW) said, “By
him whose hands my life is, were it
not for some men among the
believers. Who dislike to be left
behind me and for whom I cannot
provide with means of conveyance? I would curtaining never
remain behind any army-unit
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setting out in the cause of allah. By
him in whose hands my life is, I
would love to be killed in the cause
of Allah and then live and then be
killed and then live and then be
killed and then live and then be
killed.”

Truthfulness

Once the chiefs of the Quraish were
sitting and talking about him.
Nadhar bin Harith, the most
experienced of them all, said, “O
Quraish! You have not been able to
find any plan to meet the calamity
that has fallen upon you. Mohammad grew up from childhood in
your presence. He was the most
liked, honest and faithful among
you. Now when he has grown to
maturity and has presented these
things to you, you say, he is a
magician, a soothsayer, a poet, a
mad man. By Allah! I have heard his
Message, he is none of these things.
A new calamity has fallen upon
you.” Undoubtedly it is true that
nobody was more truthful than the
Prophet Mohammad (SAW)..
Everyone was impressed and he
was known by the names Al-Sadiq
(the truthful one) and Al-Amin (the
faithful) one.

Patience

One of the qualities of our beloved
Prophet was how patient he was.
He had learned to be patient since
the beginning. How first he lost
his dad then his mom and then his
beloved uncle. He was the Prophet
that fought for us and was
neglected but never stopped. He
was the Prophet that was tortured

for fighting for his religion yet he
never lost his spirit. This is a
quality that should be developed
in every human being because
there is a hadith that says,
"Whoever abstains from asking
others, Allah will make him
contented, and whoever tries to
make himself self-sufficient, Allah
will make him self-sufficient. And
whoever remains patient, Allah
will make him patient. Nobody
can be given a blessing better and
greater than patience.”“ Prophet
Mohammad (SAW) was known as
a MERCY TO THE WORLDS. For
some people, forgiveness is such a
difficult thing, but the Prophet
was known for his forgiveness. A
time where the Prophet's forgiveness was greatly displayed was
during the re-conquest of Makkah.
These people had tried their very
best to hurt the Prophet and the
Muslims and stop the spread of
Islam. The Prophet could've
punished them but instead he
forgave them all. Another incident
was when the people of Taif
stoned the Prophet and Zaid ibn
Harith and the angels came to him
and said they could crush the
people between the mountains
that surrounded them. The
Prophet (SAW) said no and
instead he made dua that they
would all accept Islam. Indeed
was he a Mercy to the Worlds.

Selflessness

Prophet Mohammad possessed the
characteristic of preference or
selflessness also known as al ethar
in arabic. This means to prefer

others over your own self, even
when you may truly need or want
it you sacrifice it to give to others,
which is very difficult to do. He
clearly showed this characteristic
in many situations such as a story
that tells how in Madina it was
very cold in the winter seasons
and he very badly needed a cloak.
A woman noticed that that he
needed one so she decided to knit
him a cloak then she gave it to
him and he accepted. Ansar asked
him for the cloak and the Prophet
gave it to him without a doubt.,
The Ansar told him he didnt need
it but be only wanted to be buried
with the Prophet's cloak. But even
though Prophet Mohammad
didn't know that he gave it away
regardless.

Virtue to all Women

In a time where baby girls were

buried alive and wives were treated
no more than a cattle, the Prophet
raised women’s status equal to men.
Most Muslims see the Prophet as
living up to Allah's wishes and to
complete his mission but nobody
asked about how he was and not
who he was.
"The most valuable thing in the
world is a virtuous woman"
said Prophet Mohammad (SAW).
In an injunction in the Quran the
Prophet gave women the right to
education. freedom, related to
marriage, divorce and property
rights. "
"Women are your mothers,
daughters, aunts"- Prophet Mohammad (SAW).
The Prophet described women
as the "twins halves of men" and
had said, "the most valuable
thing in the world is a virtuous
woman’.

Dedication

Prophet Mohammad was a humble
man who was dedicated to his
work. He showed us his dedication
by preaching and teaching to the
people of Makkah for 13 years
without hesitating or giving up
because one person wouldn’t accept
Islam but he would try even harder
for the people of Makkah to accept
Islam. Whenever Allah would tell
him to do something, he would say,
“Yes. I surrender.” He would never
say “No” or “What, if.” He would
always listen and accept Allah’s
commands. This is how Prophet
Mohammad showed us that he was
dedicated to Islam and dedicated to
teach the teachings of Islam.
As Muslims we should aspire to be
like our beloved Prophet (SAW),
and follow his sunnah.

Being a Good Muslim
By Zahra Tariq
Grade 9 Student Alhijra Islamic School
Kuntum khaira ummatin li-(a)n-nasi
ta murana  bil-ma’rufi watanhawna’an-(a)l-munkari watu’minuna bi-(A)llahi
You are the best community which
has been raised up for humankind;
you enjoin what is right and forbid
what is wrong, and you believe in
Allah (‘Al- ‘Imran 3:110)
EXPLANATION
The best community is that which
serves Allah (SWT) and works to
unite all of humanity in living
righteously and avoiding evil. The
Muslim community opens its arms
to all people, rejecting the barriers
of nationality, race, language, or
skin color because all humans are

creations of Allah (SWT), each
person is entitled to a position in the
Muslim ummah.
Being or becoming a member of
the ummah depends on a person’s
actions or beliefs. Even people who
are born into Muslim families are
not automatically “Muslim”. If they
do not act according to Allah (SWT)
commands or do not hold Islamic
beliefs then they have no place in
the community.
The Quran says that there are
three important reasons for the
Muslims to be the best community :
First, true Muslims practice what is
right and enjoin others to do good.
Second, true Muslims avoid what is

sinful and help others avoid it too.
Finally, they believe Allah (SWT) is
the only God and, his laws and
commands are to be obeyed.
As Muslims, we know that Allah
(SWT) laws and his teachings are
the best for us. The Quran and
Sunnah are the two guides that tell
us what is good and liked by Allah
(SWT) and what is evil and disliked
by him.
The desire to do righteous
things and to stop wrong things is
what can make Muslims the very
best community. However we must
remember that Muslims are not a
race, a nation or a community like
any other.
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