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Editorial

Words of Revelation

Welcome back to another issue of the Manitoba
Muslim Magazine. This issue celebrates a
decade of service and operation of the Winnipeg
Central Mosque (WCM). Located at 715 Ellice
Avenue, WCM officially opened in October
2004, 10 years ago. Preparations and renovations
for the establishment of WCM started much
earlier in February 2004 under the guidance and
leadership of our esteemed community member
Dr. Mujibur Rahman and his family. Today
WCM is an integral part of the Muslim community serving Muslims from diverse linguistic,
cultural and ethnic backgrounds in the downtown area and beyond. The Mosque is a place
where hundreds offer their congregational
prayers, Quran classes, community dinners take
place and much more. WCM has a track record
along with many Muslim organizations in
Manitoba to reach out to the community at large
and work well with other Muslim organizations.
As Manitoba Muslims we celebrate your success
and pray for a thriving future for you.
The Manitoba Muslim Board would also
like to say a very happy Eid Mubarak to all of
our readers and congratulate all those who
performed Hajj this year. Eid Al Adha is a time
when we are reminded of the unity of Muslims
despite our diversity. We celebrate the sacrifice
of Prophet Ibrahim and his wife Hajar’s struggle
to find water, symbolizing the struggles in life
and our need to overcome obstacles.
We would like to leave you with a beautiful
reminder that would help in increasing unity
amongst us;
Abu Umamah Al-Bahili (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of
Allah (PBUH) said,
“I guarantee a house in Paradise for one
who gives up arguing, even if he is in the right;
and I guarantee a home in the middle of Jannah
for one who abandons lying even for the sake of
fun; and I guarantee a house in the highest part
of Paradise for one who has good
manners.”[Abu Dawud]

Quran
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On Sacrifice;
“To every people did We appoint rites, that they
might celebrate the name of Allah over the
sustenance He gave them from animals. But your
God is One God: submit then your wills to Him
and give the good news to those who humble
themselves. To those whose hearts tremble when
Allah is mentioned, who show patient perseverance over their afflictions, keep up regular prayer,
and spend out of what We have bestowed upon
them” (Surah Al-Hajj (22) verses 34 & 35)

Hadith

The call (talbiya) of the Pilgrims;
Abdullah Ibn Umar reported that the Talbiya (call
during hajj) of the Messenger of Allah (may peace
be upon him) was this:
Here I am at Your service.
O Allah, here I am at Your service, here I am at
Your service.
There is no associate with You; here I am at Your
service.
Verily all praise and grace is due to You, and the
sovereignty (too). There is no associate with You.
(Reported by Imam Muslim)

Community News
Births:
• Br. Samir Sareim and Sr. Nicole were
blessed with a baby boy.
• Br. Tarek HB and Sr. Mais Haj were blessed
with a baby boy named Zane.
• Br. Hakim Mustapha and Sr. Salma were
blessed with their first son named Deen.

Weddings:
• Br. Muhiadin Omar and Sr. Farhia were
married in August.
• Br. Joel Trono-Doerksen and Sr. Kubra
were married in August.
• Br. Jemal Serge and Sr. Jowhar were
married in August.

• Br. Shiraz Musadiq and Sr. Lubna Husain
were married in August.

Local events:

Condolences:
• Br. Nicholas Baffoe passed away in July
2014. He is survived by his wife Malofo
Fofana, brother Chief Effah Baffoe, sisters
Alice Mensah and Constance Anane, brothersin-law Andrew Mensah, Joseph Fofanah,
Varmuyan Sherif, Abo Dukuly and sister-inlaw Fatta Bonah. Br. Nicholas served on the
Winnipeg Central Mosque board for a number
of years.
• Sr. Sabirin A Hassan passed away in
August 2014. She is survived by her parents
Abdi Noor and Marian Musse, brother Sami
Hassan, sisters Sahra Hassan and Salwa
Hassan.
• Br. Masoud Mordi-Taleghani passed away
in September 2014.. He is survived by his wife
Touran Kouchakian and son Nima MordiTaleghani.

Farewell:
Dr. Sadek Shudaifat left
Winnipeg for Qatar for a work
assignment. Dr. Shudaifat was on
a temporary visit to Winnipeg. He
was a professor of Islamic
Education in Jordan. During his
stay in Winnipeg for about two years, he served as
temporary Imam of the Hazelwood mosque,
instructor in the Al-Noor weekend school and
Al-Fajr Quran program. He was also a member of
the local Fiqh council.

Thanks:
After serving for more than a
decade as volunteer principal for
the MIA Al-Noor weekend
school, Sr. Yasmin Ali has retired
from the school. For 19 years, she
served the school diligently and
consistently with great passion
and dedication. Al-Noor weekend school is the
oldest weekend school established in the 1970’s.
Over decades the school has provided valuable
education in Quran, Arabic and Islam. Thanks Sr.
Yasmin for all your efforts, may Allah bless you..
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On September 19th an event to honuor Dennis
Edney was organized at the Waverley mosque.
Dennis Edney is the lawyer of Omar Khadr. He
was the keynote speaker, speaking on Human
Rights and Justice in Canada.
On September 11th a concert featuring the
renowned singer Maher Zain was held at 173
Talbot Ave (MBCI). The concert was a nationwide
fundraising tour organized by Islamic Relief aimed
at sponsoring orphans across the globe. Locally,
IslamAlive acted as the main organizer of the event.
On Sunday, September 28th, 2014 a workshop
titled “Know Your Rights” was organized at the
Waverley mosque. The workshop’s aim was to
inform members of the local community of their
legal, civic and citizenship rights, empowering
them to be engaged, aware and conscientious
citizens. The speaker was a visiting guest from
Ottawa, Br. Ihsan Gardee, Executive Director,
NCCM.

Statement from
Muslim Leaders in
Manitoba
We, the undersigned Muslim leaders in Winnipeg, unconditionally declare the actions of ISIS an
affront to our faith, and we forcefully condemn
any attempts by ISIS to associate their heinous

crimes to Islam and to our prophetic tradition.
Islam has made it incumbent on Muslims
under Islamic law to protect religious minorities within their countries and grant freedom
of religion, security of life, honour, property
and intellect to all citizens regardless of race,
religion and gender. We are therefore anguished at how Christians and other religious
minorities are suffering at the hands of our
co-religionists in today's conflict-ridden
world.
We urge and pray that Muslim religious
leaders and politicians around the world will
continue to speak up and take strong and
definitive actions against criminals and
terrorists who are committing atrocities in the
name of our faith.
We, here in Winnipeg, are blessed to
practice our faith in its true spirit and to live
in peace and harmony with all our fellow
Canadians, regardless of religious background, culture and ideology In this spirit we
offer our sincere and humble apology to our
Christian and Yazidi brothers and sisters for
the pain these misguided Muslims have

caused them. Please know that we stand in
solidarity with you and with all the persecuted people around the world.
May the Merciful Creator bless entire
humanity with peace and justice and relief
from oppression. (Ameen).
Sincerely
Shahina Siddiqui
President Islamic Social Services Association
Inc-Canada
Dr. Jennifer Rahman
Council Chair Winnipeg Central Mosque Inc
Dr. Idris Elbakri
President Manitoba Islamic Association Inc
Yasmin Ali
President Canadian Muslim Women's
Institute Inc
Laila and Farouq Chebib
Directors Canadian Federation of Bridge
Builders Inc
Omar Siddiqui
Chair Canadian Muslim Leadership
Institute Inc

Articles:

Winnipeg Police Service
seeks out a Greater
Understanding of Islam
By: Andy Golebioski*

O

ne of the most important areas that I
get to be involved in within our Police
Service is our effort to better understand the diversity of our City. I always knew
that our Muslim community was growing and
offers a richness that should never be taken for
granted. Yet, the reality is that I had very little
exposure to Islam and like many people, only
learn things from watching news reports and
from what we see in movies.
It was with that in mind that I decided to
start learning, first hand, more about the faith
and the lives of Muslims in our community. It
was particularly timely as Ramadan was
currently taking place. As we often do, we
once again reached out to Ms. Shahina
Siddiqui. She has been a friend and advisor of
our Police Service for many years. After
hearing our request, she arranged for Patrol
Sergeant Rob Tighe and myself to attend the
Friday, July 11th afternoon prayer service at
the Ellice Avenue Mosque.
We met with Ms. Siddiqui at the Mosque
at 1:30 PM. We were warmly greeted by her,
along with her son Omar. We were then
introduced to our guide, Mr Ahmed Bouhadi.
We were informed ahead of time that we
would have to remove our shoes before
entering. This advanced notice was good
because as uniformed police officers, we are
trained to always be prepared for any
emergency. Taking our shoes off makes us
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vulnerable. “What happens if something
happens and we have to respond?” I had a
vision of myself chasing after someone in
socked feet. But in this case, since we were
prepared, it made this aspect much easier and
of course, we wanted to respect the holy place
we were entering.
Once inside, Ahmed led us to the back of
the Mosque and we sat down on a comfortable bench that bordered the wall. He
provided us with some general information
about the Mosque and let us know it would
be alright to talk up to a certain point. He
then informed us that once the call to prayer
started we would have to remain quiet. I
thought to myself somewhat nervously,
“How will I know when that is?” I decided I
would just try to watch what everyone else
was doing.
As time passed, we watched as more and
more people entered the mosque. I noted the
wide variety of clothing being worn. The
section we sat in was primarily male. I
learned that the ladies were on the other side
of the Mosque. I saw the members wearing
everything from casual clothing all the way
up to complete ceremonial dress and headwear. As I looked over the gathering of
around 300 people, I was struck with the
reality of how much the face of Winnipeg is
changing. As I was contemplating this, I then
heard something that I was only familiar with

The Zubaidah Tallab Foundation
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IT’S TIME TO MAKE CANADIAN &
MUSLIM HISTORY ONCE AGAIN
THE MOST NORTH-EASTERN
MOSQUE IN THE CONTINENT
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GREENLAND
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Zubaidah Tallab Foundation

Email: hussainguisti@yahoo.ca
Phone: (204) 223-6789

from television; the call to prayer. As I watched
the group come together more in unity, I started
to take stock of its significance.
Once the service began and Omar delivered
the sermon, I sat and listened as he spoke about
how a disruption in the relationships between
two individuals is a disruption between the
relationship with Allah. He spoke about the
teacher-student relationship and the responsibilities of each as they related to the Quran and our
lives. Finally, he provided insight about the
significance of Ramadan and the reasons why
Muslims are required to take part. Not only was
his sermon powerful, but I got my first real
glimpse of the Quran’s teachings. There were no
extremist views and no violent acts promoted. It
was about the universal respect for humanity and
reverence to the supreme being, “Allah”.
When it came to the prostration the unity
amongst everyone gathered was self-evident. I
felt humbled that we were allowed to be a
witness and this was the first of what I consider
three gifts we received during this visit.
After this point, as the service came to a
close, our guide Ahmed asked if we would like to
leave now or wait until some of the members had
departed. I don’t think I even had an opportunity
to fully answer him as the choice was made for
us. We were immediately approached by many
of those present who expressed their appreciation
to us for attending. We had been invited as
guests, but we were treated like family.
While Rob was speaking with one individual, I
was approached by a man named Mohammad.
After introducing ourselves to each other I let
him know why we were there. Hearing our
desire to learn more about Islam, and being
gracious with his time, he took a few minutes and
explained to me the five pillars of Islam. I found
myself listening with great interest as he gently
guided me through each pillar. As he proceeded,
I suddenly realized that this gentleman, whom I
had never met before, was my teacher, and I was
his student. This was just what Omar had been
speaking about a short time earlier during his
sermon. I was provided with knowledge that I
did not previously possess and I was learning it
from someone whom I’ve never met before this
day. I was most appreciative and it was the
second of the three gifts.
As Mohammed completed his teachings to
me, another gentleman approached Rob and I.
He too thanked us for attending, and he then
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gave us each our third gift. We presented both of
us with copies of the Quran. As he handed it to
me, I wasn’t sure what to say. Here we were, just
having witnessed one of the foundational aspects
of Islam, and then receiving the word delivered to
Mohammed over 14 centuries ago. I took it in
both hands and thanked him most graciously for
what I knew was a very significant offering. He
then walked away without us getting to know
anything more about him.
After the majority of the people had departed,
we then retrieved our shoes and left.
As we reflect on that visit, we learned that
our Muslim citizens have much to offer our
community. That’s because they are part of it. I
learned that we don’t seek out their guidance as
much as we should and what we see in news
reports about Islam and Muslims is often skewed
for one reason or another. Our visit certainly
showed us the warmth and openness of Winnipeg’s Muslim community and we are extremely
grateful for what we were able to experience with
them.
*Andy Golebioski is the Staff Sergeant in the Community Relations Unit

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Business: (204) 415-6133 Fax: (204) 415-6135
Email: ahmadlaw@live.com Web: www.ahmadlaw.com

Articles:

The Universal Lessons of Hajj
By Faisal Kutty*

M

illions of pilgrims from
all over the world will
be converging on
Makkah in the coming days. They
will retrace the footsteps of
millions who have already made
the spiritual journey to the valley
of Makkah since the time of
Adam.
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Hajj literally means, "to
continuously strive to reach one's
goal." It is the last of the five
pillars of Islam. (The other four
are a declaration of faith in one
God and in Prophet Muhammad,
the five daily prayers, offering
regular charity and fasting the
month of Ramadan.) Pilgrimage

is a once-in-a-lifetime obligation
for those who have the physical
and financial ability to undertake
the journey.
Hajj is essentially a reenactment of the rituals of the great
prophets and teachers of faith.
Pilgrims symbolically relive the
experience of exile and atonement

Muslim world — greatly increases the relevance of some of the
spiritual and universal messages
inherent in the Hajj. As Islamic
scholar Ibrahim Musa asks
rhetorically, "After paying
homage to the two women Eve
and Hajar in the rites of pilgrimage, how can some Muslims still
violate the rights and dignity of
women in the name of Islam? Is
this not a contradiction?"
Indeed, the Qur'an teaches:
[I will not waste the work of a
worker among you, whether male
or female, the one of you being
from the other.] (Al Imran 3:195)

undergone by Adam and Eve
after they were expelled from
Heaven. They also retrace the
footsteps of Hajar as she ran
between the hills of Safa and
Marwah, searching for water for
her thirsty baby. Lastly, the
pilgrims also commemorate the
willingness of Abraham to
sacrifice his son for the sake of
God. God later substituted a ram
in place of Abraham's son.
Yet, Hajj is more than these
rituals. The faithful hope that it
will bring about a deep spiritual
transformation, one that will make
him or her a better person. If such

a change within does not occur,
then the Hajj will be merely a
physical and material exercise
devoid of any spiritual significance.
As all great religions teach, we
are more than mere physical
creatures in that we possess an
essence beyond the material
world. Indeed, this is why all
great religions have a tradition of
pilgrimage. In the Islamic
tradition, Hajj encapsulates this
spiritual journey toward this
essence.
The current state of affairs
— both within and outside the

Clearly, the white sea of men
and women side by side performing Tawaf around the Kabah
should lay to rest any claim that
Islam, as opposed to some
Muslims, degrades women.
The fact that millions of
Muslims transcending geographical, linguistic, level of practice,
cultural, ethnic, color, economic,
and social barriers converge in
unison on Makkah, attests to the
universality of the Hajj. It plants
the seed to celebrate the diversity
of our common humanity.
Pilgrims return home enriched by
this more pluralistic and holistic
outlook and with a new appreciation of their own origins.
One of the most celebrated
Western pilgrims is the AfricanAmerican civil rights leader
El-Hajj Malik El-Shabbaz, more
commonly known as Malcolm X.
The man who was renowned for
preaching that whites were
"devils" — especially the blond,
blue-eyed ones — profoundly
reassessed these views during the
Hajj. This transformation, of
course, sealed his break with the
Black Nationalist movement of
the Nation of Islam.

Manitoba Muslim

17

Contrary to the teachings of
the Nation of Islam, he concluded that Islam encompassed all of
humanity and transcended race
and culture. Malcolm X later
said, "In my 39 years on this
earth, the holy city of Makkah
had been the first time I had ever
stood before the Creator of all
and felt like a complete human."
In Makkah, he discovered
himself mixing with, "fellow
Muslims, whose eyes were the
bluest of blue, whose hair was
the blondest of blond, and whose
skin was whitest of white."
Malcolm X was so inspired by
what he witnessed, that, in letters
to friends and relatives, he wrote,
"America needs to understand
Islam, because this is the one
religion that erases from its
society the race problem."
Upon returning to America,
he embarked on a mission to

enlighten both blacks and whites
with his new views. Malcolm X
understood that in order to truly
learn from the Hajj, its inherent
spiritual lessons must extend
beyond the fraternal ties of
Muslims to forging a common
humanity with others.

In fact, as part of the spiritual
experience, the pilgrimage links
people across religions through a
past shared by several Abrahamic
traditions. This, combined with
the Islamic teaching of the
common origin of humanity,
holds out much hope.

Indeed, the Qur'an teaches:
We created you from a single
pair of a male and female (Adam
and Eve), and made you into
nations and tribes that you may
know each other. The most
honored of you in the sight of
God is the most righteous of you]
(Al-Hujurat 49:13)
This is a great celebration of the
differences and, at the same time,
the unity of all of humanity.
Another essential spiritual
message of the Hajj is one of
humility to God and His supremacy and control over all. The
multitude of people and their
inner beliefs and practices are all
to be judged by God and God
alone in His infinite wisdom and
full knowledge. Indeed, as the
Qur'an insists, [Let there be no
compulsion in religion, truth
stands out clear from error.]
(Al-Baqarah 2:256)
The result of a successful Hajj
is rich inner peace, which is
manifested outwardly in the
values of justice, honesty,
respect, generosity, kindness,
forgiveness, mercy, and empathy. It is these values — all
attributes of God almighty —
that are indispensable to us all if

we really want to get along in this
world.
* Faisal Kutty is a lawyer, writer,
and doctoral candidate at Osgoode Hall Law School of York
University. He is also vice-chair of
the Canadian Council on American Islamic Relations. Source:
http://www.islamonline.net
Quotes:
“Our human compassion binds
us the one to the other - not in
pity or patronizingly, but as
human beings who have learnt
how to turn our common suffering into hope for the future”
Nelson Mandela
“We must develop and maintain
the capacity to forgive. He who is
devoid of the power to forgive is
devoid of the power to love.
There is some good in the worst
of us and some evil in the best of
us. When we discover this, we are
less prone to hate our enemies”
Martin Luther King, Jr.
“There is no better than adversity.
Every defeat, every heartbreak,
every loss, contains its own seed,
its own lesson on how to improve
your performance the next time.”
Malcolm X

“Declare your jihad on thirteen
enemies you cannot see -egoism,
arrogance, conceit, selfishness,
greed, lust, intolerance, anger,
lying, cheating, gossiping and
slandering. If you can master and
destroy them, then you will be
ready to fight the enemy you can
see.”
Abu Hamid al-Ghazali
“What has he found who has
lost God?
And what has he lost who has
found God?”
Ibn 'Ata' Allah Al-Iskandari
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Community Profile
Interview: Dr. Ezzat Ibrahim
Profiled by: Sr. Tasneem Vali

D

r. Ezzat Ibrahim, is a professor, research scientist and an
entrepreneur all in one. He is
well-respected and a recognized
leader in the Manitoba's Egyptian,
Islamic and business communities. Throughout his life, he has
championed social justice and is
an ardent advocate for human
rights. Not only is he devoted to
supporting Manitoba’s new
immigrants, he has also been a
sponsor for refugee families for
over 40 years. Dr. Ibrahim has
helped to welcome and integrate
over 200 refugees and new
immigrants to the Province of
Manitoba. Brother Ibrahim is an
excellent role model for our
community. He demonstrates the
ideals of leadership, entrepreneurship and engaged citizenship
that our youth should strive for.
In 1966, Dr. Ibrahim arrived in
Winnipeg from Egypt to complete
his Ph.D at the University of
Manitoba in Agriculture and
Dairy Nutrition. Thus he is
familiar with the challenges that
many new Canadians face upon
their arrival in Manitoba while
raising a family. Since then, Dr.
Ibrahim has been creating bridges
to assist new Canadians and
refuges when they arrive in
Winnipeg to ease their transition
in their new homes.
Dr. Ibrahim contributes his
time and effort to more than 30
organizations including his work
with, Manitoba Islamic Association, Canadian Foundation for
Islamic Education, Canadian
Arab Association, Chemical
Institute of Canada, Manitoba
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Interfaith Immigration Council,
Welcome Place, Egyptian Canadian Community, The Canadian
Ethnocultural Council, The
International Centre, advisor to
Aboriginal communities and
Immigrant Ethnic Communities,
Citizens for Crime Awareness and
volunteers at Victoria General
Hospital, Winnipeg Police and
Winnipeg Schools. He has served
on the Manitoba Interfaith
Immigration Council Board,
Manitoba Ethnocultural Advisory
and Advocacy Council, Richmond
Kings Community Centre and The
Wildewood Club.
When Dr. Ibrahim came to
Winnipeg, there were only a few
Muslim families here. “You could
count us on your fingers,” he
recalls. We started to meet and
pray at the Unitarian Church
(Sargent and Banning) whenever
the opportunity presented itself.
In 1968-69 we started to develop
an organization to meet the needs
for our pioneer Winnipeg community. We selected a constitution
committee that consisted of Dr. A

Malik, Dr. Musa Khalidi, Dr.
Ameer Ahsan, Mustafa Jamal and
Iqbal Junaid. Alhamdulillah, in
July 1970, the official creation of
the Manitoba Islamic Association
Inc. (MIA) became a reality. The
community elected its first Board
of Directors and three Trustees;
Malik was elected as the President
and Dr. Ibrahim was the first Vice
President. Two sisters were elected
on the board; Mrs Audrey Ahsan,
Second Vice President and Mrs
Dennis Usmani as Secretary. It
was an inaugural three year term
for the members and the Trustees
who were Dr. Asad Khan, Dr.
Farouk Chebib and Musarrat
Naqvi.
The following year Dr.
Ibrahim was elected as the
President and he moved MIA’s
activities to the International
Center on Williams Avenue. It
was then the MIA started the first
Islamic Arabic School for Winnipeg’s Muslim children. The MIA
was fortunate and privileged to
utilize Wasi Rizvi as the principal.
He was devoted, enthusiastic and
hard working. He gave our
community the benefit of his
experience and developed an
outstanding program. Mr.
Mohamed Inayatulla spearheaded the task to register MIA with
the Province of Manitoba as a
charitable organization.
Around this same time, this
energetic core group realised that
they must move toward buying
land and building the community’s very first Masjid. The MIA
purchased land in St. Vital with
donations from the local Muslims

to give credence to their dream.
The dream was huge and it
seemed unattainable due to
finances, but where there is a will
Allah makes the path easy. Dr .F.
Chebib and Dr. Ibrahim wrote a
letter to the Late King Faisal of
Saudi Arabia (God bless his Soul)
soliciting a contribution and
asking for assistance to build the
first mosque in Winnipeg – this
was 1971. They outlined their
plans and dreams and then
waited. Sure enough King Faisal
sent a check for $29,000 and then
another for $20,000 that helped
give concrete shape to the Masjid
dream. The first masjid in
Winnipeg was built in St. Vital
and is the Hazelwood Masjid.
Dr. Ibrahim has no doubt that
this donation made the construction of the first Islamic Centre
and mosque in Manitoba
achievable.
During this time, with Dr.
Chebib’s help, he started the
process of acquiring burial
grounds for Muslims. Dr. Chebib
and Dr. Ibrahim arranged with
Cropo Funeral Home and
Memorial Gardens to prepare
deceased Muslims for burial and
provide peace of mind and less
stress to the family at a time of
loss and grief. We were successful
in facilitating and making funeral
arrangements through MIA
(1971). When a Muslim lost a
loved one, the MIA and community took care of the arrangements
by providing clarity during this
difficult time.
In 1976 Dr. Ibrahim approached the Egyptian ambassador to provide a scholar for
reciting Quran and leading
Taraweeh prayers during the
month of Ramadan. Since then he
is very pleased this tradition of a
visiting Islamic scholar is continuous. During his over 40 years of
solemnizing marriages as a

Marriage Commissioner, Dr.
Ibrahim was successful in convincing the government authorities
and agencies in allowing a Muslim
bride to have the choice of keeping
her maiden name after marriage.
Dr. Ibrahim reminisces about
how close the community was
then. Everyone cared and worked
to help each other. They were
united and participated in the
Masjid and its affairs. The Muslims were a successful, growing
community. I asked Dr. Ibrahim,
“Why do you think the Muslims
achieved so much when they were
so few, what united them?” He
thought and said, “We welcomed
everyone into our organization,
but only people who were citizens
or residents here could vote. The
logic was that they were committed to the community and so
would know what was best for it
to flourish.”
When he came to Canada the
Muslim community had several
questions in their minds that
required logical and clear Islamic
answers to new issues that they
had not faced or dealt with before.
Many newcomers volunteered to
provide personal answers based
on their experience and habits.
“The problem I faced was, either
the answers were confusing,
incomplete or based on erroneous
information. Therefore, Dr.
Ibrahim decided to engage in
study and search for the facts
according to Islam to deal with
these new issues. It was also
imperative to consult with
competent and knowledgeable
scholars and authorities. “Islam is
simple and there is no ambiguity
or obscurity present”. Dr. Ibrahim
increased and improved his
knowledge and information and
he is much more informed now
than when he came to Canada.
I concluded with three
questions.

Q:
A:

What is your favourite ayah
from the Quran?

“When you ask God will
give.”

So simple, yet so profound. I
see how this ayah has motivated
him to achieve so much in such a
short time. Things others can only
dream of.

Q:
A:

What advice would you
give the community?

To be thankful, thank Allah,
be grateful you are living in
Canada, be thankful you can
practice your deen without fear of
prosecution and in general be
grateful and humble.

Q:

Are you a better person/
Muslim for having lived in
Canada?

A:

When I came to Canada all
the information I had about
Islam was from TV, my parents or
teachers. Since I have been here, I
have educated myself, researched
and succeeded to enhance my
knowledge. I feel that religion is a
way to appreciate and help others.
I have developed a better understanding of all the problems of
living in a non-Muslim country
and appreciate that it has helped
me be more devoted to the
community and contribute
positively.
I end with this personal
thought. If a person can do so
much in such a short time, Dr.
Ibrahim also has only 24 hrs. in the
day, why can’t we? We, who are
younger, should be more motivated and active. He serves as an
inspiration to us all to make our
communities stronger and better.
Thank you Dr. Ibrahim for helping
us all.
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Children’s section:
Articles:

Why am I proud of my
religion Islam?
By Hamza Haque*

I want to live in a peaceful world.
How do I make this world a
better place?
When Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH) performed Hajj (pilgrimage to Makah), he gave a speech.
In his speech the Prophet
Mohammed (PBUH) said that all
humans are equal; nobody is
superior to another person,
except those who are pious in the
eyes of Allah.
Islam is the only religion that
treats all people equally. It
teaches Muslims to be fair and
just to everyone. Islam gives us
guidance to be kind to people,
animals and even plants. Allah
has given me a brain to think and
do good deeds. I know Allah is
everywhere and He is watching
and protecting me, so I will not
do wrong things. This makes me
feel so lucky to be a Muslim.
Our world is a wonderful
place. It is our duty as Muslims
to make it a better place for all
mankind, animals and plants so
that we live in peace and
harmony.
We all make mistakes. The
best part of being a Muslim is we
all get a chance from Allah to
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improve ourselves, and become
good Muslims until the time we
are dead. If we follow the five
pillars of Islam, read the holy
Quran and seek Allah’s forgiveness all the time, Allah will be
kind enough to forgive us. HE is
the most merciful.

Islam is the only religion that
has all the solutions for all of our
problems. This makes me proud
of my religion Islam.
* Hamza Haque is a grade two
student.

poem
I REMEMBER ...
THE piles and piles of gifts
DAY full of happiness and love
WE prayed Salaat Al-Eid together
CELEBRATED the day with the Muslim Ummah
THE most joyful time in our life
ISlAMIC greetings cleanse the air
FESTIVAL of love and peace
EID, a beautiful festival it is
* By: Aasiyah Khan, Grade 7 student, Al-Hijrah Islamic School.

The Best Eid Ever
This beautifully illustrated
picture book is about a little
Pakistani-American girl named
Aneesa spending Eid Al Adha
with her grandmother while her
parents are far away performing
Hajj in Saudi Arabia. Aneesa’s
grandmother tries to cheer her
up by surprising her with
beautiful Pakistani clothes and
accessories. She also makes her
favourite ethnic food.
While accompanying her
grandmother to the prayer hall,
Aneesa discovers two refugee
girls and takes matters in her
own hands to give them and
herself the Best Eid ever. Aneesa’s kindness will touch all
readers.

This book will appeal to grade
school children both Muslims and
non-Muslims. They will learn
about the Muslim Holiday of Eid
al Adha, the meaning of sacrifice
and empathy, concept of charity

and a beautiful relationship
between a grandmother and a
granddaughter.
Highly recommended for
your personal library or as gifts
for children of family and friends
alike. Families would benefit
greatly from reading this book
aloud to their younger children
around Hajj time.
This book is easily available
online from amazon.ca or
mainstream bookstores.
About the Author: Dr Asma
Mobin-Uddin is a Pediatrician by
training, living in Ohio, USA. She
initially started writing when she
felt there was not enough good
literature to read to her own
children about the Muslim-American experience.
By: Asma Mobin-Uddin,
Publisher Boyd Mills Press
Grades 1-4

Report:
The MIA Takaful Fund: 20 years of community service!
The MIA Takaful Fund was
established in 1994 by a group of
community members. As the
name of the fund indicates (Takaful in Arabic means, mutual
support), the fund was established to assist needy members
of the local Muslim community.
The trigger for creating the fund
was mainly because of the
financial struggles many foreign
students were facing during their
schooling. In the late 80’s and
early 90’s there were many
undergraduate students, particularly from Libya and Malaysia, in
both the University of Winnipeg
and the University of Manitoba.
Most of them had scholarships
from their governments but
occasionally the scholarship
payments were delayed or
sometimes pre-maturely terminated. Instead of collecting funds
every time a student was in need,
the idea of creating a permanent
fund to address such recurring
needs came into place. Accordingly, a small committee comprising of: Br. Ismael Mukhtar,
Dr. Saif Al-Saif, Dr. Abdulhadi
Shandool, Dr. Abdelrazeq Sebak
and Br. Mohamed Kurdi was
established. The fund begun
modestly with less than
$3,000.00, Over the years the
fund kept on growing, gaining
more recognition and reaching
out to greater segments of our
community. A few years after it’s
inception, an agreement was
reached with the MIA executive
to incorporate Takaful fund
under MIA. Accordingly, the
fund mandate became greater
and the fund committee was
given full responsibility for the
administration of all Zakat and
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charity donations collected by
MIA.
Currently, the Takaful fund
generates close to $150,000 in
donations every year. All the
donations are distributed to the
local needy. Needy members of
the community apply for assistance to the Takaful fund committee and each case is evaluated
based on certain preset criteria.
Due to the increased demand, all
of Takaful’s donations are
disbursed within a year. Over
twenty years, the Takaful fund
has provided assistance to
thousands of needy members of
our community. According to the
chairman of the Takaful Fund, Br.
Khaled Al-Nahar, on average
Takaful funds provides assistance
to 15 families and individuals per
month. In the month of Ramadan
close to 50 families and individuals were assisted. Annually more
than $140,000 in financial assistance is provided. Recipients of

assistance includes newcomers
(particularly those who don’t
qualify for government assistance),
residents who cannot afford to
meet their day to day needs due to
lay-offs or short work hours, or
those who go through temporary
financial difficulties due to unexpected occurrences.
The Takaful Fund has been a
positive feature of the Winnipeg
Muslim community and a vital
resource for those who are in need
of assistance. As the Takaful
committee ventures into its 3rd
decade, it might be appropriate to
re-think the funds mandate and
consider taking it a further step to
move from being a provider of
assistance to an empowering
resource. The Takaful committee
should also consider reviving the
Islamic tradition of “Waqf”
(endowment) as a means of
generating regular revenues and
effectively meeting the needs of our
community.

Q&A

Q:

What is the best time for
offering udhiyah (sacrifice)? Do we have to offer a
separate sacrifice on behalf of
everyone in our family or one
sacrifice is sufficient for the whole
family? Is it better to offer
sacrifice or can we give money as
charity instead?
Answered by: Dr. Muzammil
Siddiqi, member of Fiqh Council
of North America

A:

Offering udhiyah (sacrifice) during Eid Al-Adha is
regarded as wajib or mandatory

according to Imam Abu Hanifah
and as sunnah mu'akkadah or
confirmed Sunnah according to
other jurists. All those people who
have the nisab (payable amount)
of zakah should offer a sacrifice.
The time for offering a sacrifice
begins after the Eid Al-Adha
prayer. According to a Hadith, the
Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him) is reported to have
said, “Whosoever offered a
sacrifice before the Eid prayer, he
or she just slaughtered an animal
for meat, but whosoever made
sacrifice after the Eid Al-Adha
prayer, he or she has offered a

sacrifice.” (Al-Bukhari, Sahih,
Hadith no. 902)
Udhiyah (sacrifice) is an act of
worship ('ibadah). As we have the
times for prayers so we also have
time for making a sacrifice during
Eid Al-Adha. The time of sacrifice
remains until sunset on the 12th
day Dhul-Hijjah. (This is according
to some jurists as there is another
opinion stating that the time is
extended until the sunset of the
13th day). It is not required for the
head of the household to offer a
separate sacrifice for every
member of the house, rather one
sacrifice would be sufficient for the
whole family. However, if other
members of family own the nisab
of zakah, then they must offer their
own sacrifice. One goat, lamb or
sheep is on behalf of one person,
but seven people can share in offering one cow or camel.
The udhiyah is the Sunnah of
Prophet Ibrahim, Prophet Ismaeel
and Prophet Muhammad (peace

be upon them all). It has a
meaning and significance. It
reminds us of the great act of
sacrifice that Prophet Ibrahim
and Ismaeel were willing to do
for the sake of Almighty Allah.
Allah spared the life of Prophet
Ismaeel, but He told us that,
(And We ransomed him with a
momentous sacrifice) (As-Saffaat
37:107). The "momentous
sacrifice (dhibhin 'athim) is the
sacrifice of the billions of people
who have been remembering this
tradition for the last four thousand years. Other people who
claim to follow Prophet Ibrahim
have forgotten this tradition, but
we Muslims have kept it alive
without any interruption. We
must keep this Sunnah and
should not forget it.
There is no substitute for
udhiyah. However, if one wants
to offer a Nafl (non-obligatory)
sacrifice on behalf of oneself or
one's deceased parents or some

other relatives, one has a choice
either to make udhiyah or give
the price of the animal in charity.
The meat of the udhiyah
should be divided in three equal
portions: one for oneself and the
family, one for friends, and one
for the poor and needy. If there
are more poor people, then it is
good to give all of it in charity to
the poor and the needy. Here in
US and Canada we may not need
the meat that much, but there are
many other places where people
do not get meat. It is, perhaps,
better for us here in America if
we give the money to some
dependable relief organizations
in order to make udhiyah on our
behalf to distribute the meat
among the poor and needy in
poor countries and in countries
where people are suffering due
to wars, economic sanctions or
natural disasters.
Source: Islamonline.

MIA
Welcomes New Staff!
We welcome Imam Muhuiddin Omar, who will be leading prayer at the Hazelwood Mosque. Imam Muhuiddin hails from Somalia and received his religious education in Al Azhar in Egypt. He is a hafiz of the Quran
and is pursuing a degree in social work from the University of Manitoba. He will be leading Fajr, Maghrib and
Isha prayers in the Hazelwood mosque and supporting the other religious functions of the MIA.
We also welcome Sr. Tasneem Vali as our office manager. Sr. Tasneem grew up in Dubai. She has a bachelor's
degree in architecture from the University of Detroit, Mercy. She has many years of experience as a project
manager in Detroit and Chicago. She lived in Karachi, Pakistan for 10 years and recently relocated to Winnipeg
with her husband and children.
We also welcome Sr. Taj Shakir-Farooqui as the new principal of the MIA Al Noor Saturday school. Taj
graduated with a B.A. honors from University of Toronto in 2008, majoring in Political Science and minoring in
English Literature and Religious Studies. She received her B.Ed from Brock University in 2009 specializing in
English, ESL and Special Education. She has been working in the education field for over 5 years and loves interacting with children. In addition, she has also worked in a leadership role at CIBC for 6 years. In her downtime, Taj loves to paint and bake cookies. Recently she entered motherhood and loves every minute of it.

Family Medical Centres

Walk-In
Clinics
Now Accepting New Patients!
Female doctors available
Specialists available
(Pediatrician & Psychiatrist)

House call service available
Multilingual services:
English, Arabic, Somali, Farsi,
Tagalog, Spanish, Mandarin &
Cantonese
Please call each clinic location
for hours and details.

Locations
139 Carmen Ave
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2L 0E5
T. (204) 663-7228
F. (204) 663-7270
100-286 Smith St.
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1K4
T. (204) 414-0019
F. (204) 414-0242
724 Ellice Ave
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G 0B4
T. (204) 786-4673
F. (204) 772-9656

Alghoul & Associates
Law Firm

Islamic Wills and Estates - Immigration Real Estate Corporate & Commercial Law Family Law - Criminal Law
Called to the Bar in Manitoba, British Columbia and Ontario

Serving the Community
for over 7 years

Louay Alghoul

Joan Jack

Christopher Kozier

Eric Wishnowski

Overseas Oﬃces
United Arab Emirates
Suite 1101, Omran Tower
King Abdul Aziz Road
P. O. Box 46722, Sharjah
Tel: +971-6-550-9775

Egypt
1st floor, C-Mart Bldg, 197-B
Sphinx Square, Mohandseen
Cairo
Tel: +20-2 3305-1706

Vietnam
21st Floor, Capital Tower
109 Tran Hung Dao Street
Hoan Kiem District, Hanoi
Tel: +84 43941 2990

Indonesia
c/o PT Yonasindo Intra Pratama
JI. Pembangunan III, No. 45
Karangsari, Tangerang
Tel: +62 838-7767-8990

Ph: 204-942-8070 Toll Free: 1-877-378-4487 Fax: 204-775-0902
200–286 Smith St. Winnipeg MB, R3C 1K4
www.alghoul-law.ca

Multilingual
Services

