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Editorial

Words of Revelation

Very soon the Manitoba Islamic Association
(MIA) elections will be held and a new Executive Council will take over the reigns of MIA for
the next 3 years. Having an open organization,
where all Muslims can be members and take
leadership roles, is a great source of strength for
MIA. This sort of openness and inclusiveness
must be maintained and strengthened. However, this must be done with important checks
and balances to ensure competent and experienced individuals lead the organization. The last
two years of MIA’s history were relatively quiet
and in many ways robust. This needs to continue so that MIA can take a lead in addressing
more fundamental issues affecting the future of
Muslims in the province.
Over the last two years, there has been a
more noticeable cooperation and more positive
working relationships developing between MIA
and other local Muslim organizations serving
the community in various capacities. This spirit
of working together, sharing resources and
expertise is critical for fostering a healthy and
prosperous community. Perhaps, the hajj
gathering is a great reminder for us of the
pivotal importance of unity and collective work
for Muslims. It is a fact of history that when
Muslims work together they all gain and win;
whenever they become divided they all lose and
fail.
We hope and pray that our community will
serve as a role model for other communities in
working together and setting higher standards.
The Manitoba Muslim Magazine board
wishes all its readers a prosperous and happy
Eid Al-Adha.

Quran
From the supplications of Prophet Ibrahim:
“Our Lord! Lo! I have settled some of my
posterity in an uncultivable valley near to Your
Holy House, our Lord! That they may establish
proper worship; so incline some hearts of men
that they may yearn toward them, and provide
You them, with fruits in order that they may be
thankful. Our Lord! Lo! You know that which
we hide and that which we proclaim. Nothing in
the earth or in the heaven is hidden from God.
Praise be to God Who has given me, in my old
age, Ishmael and Isaac! Lo! My Lord is indeed
the Hearer of prayer. My Lord! Make me
establish regular prayer, and some of my posterity
(also), our Lord! And accept my prayer. Our
Lord! Forgive me and my parents and believers
on the Day when the account is cast.” (Quran
14:37-41)

Hadith
The call (talbiya) of the Pilgrims
Abdullah Ibn Umar (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Talbiya of the Messenger of
Allah (may peace be upon him) was this: Here I
am at Your service. O Allah, here I am at Your
service, here I am at Your service. There is no
associate with You; here I am at Your service.
Verily all praise and grace is due to You, and the
sovereignty (too). There is no associate with You.
(Reported by Imam Muslim)
The Prophet's Farewell Sermon
The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)
delivered this sermon on the 9 Dhul-Hijjah 10 a.h. in
the valley of Mount `Arafat, during his final Hajj,
known as the Farewell Hajj. The contents of the
message were collected from different narrations and
there are other parts of it that are not mentioned here.
After praising and thanking Allah, he said:

O

people, lend me an attentive ear, for I know
not whether, after this year, I will ever be
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among you again. Therefore, listen to what I am
saying to you very carefully and take these words
to those who could not be present today.
O people, just as you regard this month, this
day, this city as sacred, so regard the life and
property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Return
the goods entrusted to you to their rightful owners.
Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you. Remember that you will indeed meet your Lord, and that
He will indeed reckon your deeds. Allah has
forbidden you to take interest; therefore, all interest
obligations shall henceforth be waived. Your
capital, however, is yours to keep. You will neither
inflict nor suffer inequity. Allah has judged that
there shall be no interest and that all interest due to
al-`Abbas ibn `Abdul-Muttalib shall henceforth
be waived.
Every right arising out of homicide in pre-Islamic days is henceforth waived, and the first such
right I waive is that arising from the murder of
Rabi`ah ibn Al-Harith [a relative of the Prophet]. O
mankind, the unbelievers indulge in tampering
with the calendar in order to make permissible that
which Allah forbade, and to forbid that which Allah
has made permissible. With Allah the months are
twelve; four of them are holy; three of these (holy
months) are successive and one occurs singly
between the months of Jumadah and Sha¢ban.
O people, beware of Satan, for the safety of your
religion. He has lost all hope that he will ever be
able to lead you astray in big things, so beware of
following him in small things.
O people, it is true that you have certain rights
with regard to your women, but they also have
rights over you. If they abide by your right then to
them belongs the right to be fed and clothed in
kindness. Treat your women well and be kind to
them, for they are your partners and committed
helpers. And it is your right that they do not make
friends with anyone of whom you do not approve,
as well as never commit adultery.
O people, listen to me in earnest. Worship Allah,
say your five daily prayers, fast during the month
of Ramadan, and give the share of Zakah in your
wealth. Perform Hajj if you can afford to. All
mankind is from Adam and Eve. An Arab has no
superiority over a non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab
have any superiority over an Arab; also a white has
no superiority over a black, nor does a black have
any superiority over a white except by piety and
good action. Learn that every Muslim is the brother
of another Muslim and that Muslims constitute one
brotherhood. Nothing shall be legitimate to a
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Muslim that belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it
was given freely and willingly. Do not, therefore,
do injustice to yourselves.
Remember, one day you will appear before
Allah and answer for your deeds. So beware, do not
stray from the path of righteousness after I am
gone.
O people, no prophet or messenger will come
after me, and no new faith will be born. Reason
well, therefore, O people, and understand my
words that I convey to you. I leave behind me two
things, the Qur'an and my example, the Sunnah,
and if you follow these you will never go astray.
All those who listen to me shall pass on my
words to others, and those to others again; and may
the last ones understand my words better than
those who listen to me directly. Be my witness, O
Allah, that I have conveyed Your message to Your
people.
Source: http://www.islamonline.net/

Comunity News
Wedding:

• Br. Joel Toro-Doerksen and Sr. Kubra were
married in September.
• Sr. Seema Uddin and Br. Imran Tariq were
married August.
• Br. Mohamed Okacha and Sr. Caroline
Evasiuk were married in August.

Birth:

• Dr. Abdulrehman Abulrehman and Sr.
Nadia were blessed with a baby boy named
Yousef.

Congratulations: our new Hafiz!

• Br. Asim Ibrahim was the recipient of the
highest award ($500.00) in the Quran memorization competition. Asim
is 13 years old and has
successfully completed
memorizing the entire
Quran. The Quran
competition was organized by MIA Al-Fajr
Quran Institute and about
60 students participated at
various levels. Congratulations to Asim.

Condolences:

• Sr. Anab Mahmud passed away in September.
She was traveling from Winnipeg to Edmonton
with her husband when their vehicle collided with
another vehicle on highway 16 near Gladstone. She
is survived by her husband Br. Osman Ali

Local events:
Muslim Senior’s activities:

As part of their regular activities the seniors gathered for
a tea party on September the 29th at the Grand Mosque.
As well, a new computer literacy training program for
seniors on using the computer was initiated in September and held in the senior’s computer lab located at the
back of the Grand Mosque.

Hajj fiqh workshop:

The fiqh workshop on Hajj was held at the Grand
Mosque on September 15th. The workshop covered three
main topics: the fiqh rules and requirements of Hajj, the
virtues and significance of hajj and the health and
medical aspects of hajj. The topics were addressed by
Ismael Mukhtar, Sheikh Atef, and Dr. El-Miski. Around
5 families and a few individuals have left for hajj from
Winnipeg.

Islam Alive Soccer tournament:

The first annual Islam Alive soccer tournament kicked
off on Saturday September 7th, 2013.
It was held at Masjid Bilal, 431 Thames Ave. Eight teams
from around the city competed for a chance to take home
the Islam Alive Cup.

Teams that participated were:
• SAM (Syrian Assembly of Manitoba)
• Atlas Winnipeg
• Barcelona FC
• Abyssinia
• Libyan Eagles
• The Gunners
Teams played three, 50 minute games and the top 4
teams advanced to the semifinals. Atlas Winnipeg
was the champ at the end of the night.
It was a nice community event that brought
people together from various backgrounds. Participants and spectators enjoyed the beautiful weather,
entertaining footwork skills and great food. To view
more photos from the tournament go to https://
www.facebook.com/IslamAlive.ca.
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Articles:

The Legacy of
Prophet Ibrahim
The Birth of a Great Prophet
Ibrahim was born in a house of
idolaters, in the kingdom of
Babylon. His father Aazar was a
well-known idol sculptor; idols
that his people worshipped. As a
young child, Ibrahim used to
watch his father sculpting these
idols from stones or wood. When
his father was done with them,
Ibrahim would use them as toys,
riding on their backs, and kicking
them at times. Then after a while,
he would see these same statues
in the temple, and people
prostrating in front of them!
Ibrahim asked his father: "Why
do you take these toys to the
temple?" His father said: "They
are statues that represent our
gods. We worship them, we ask
favors from them, and we offer
them presents." Ibrahim's mind
rejected this idea, and he felt a
repulsion towards the idols.
In search for the Truth
Time went by and Ibrahim
became a young man. He still
could not believe that his people
were worshipping the statues.
He laughed whenever he saw
them entering the temple,
lowering their heads, silently
offering the statues the best of
their food, crying and asking
forgiveness from them. He
started feeling angry towards his
people, who could not realize
that these are only stones that
could neither benefit nor harm

12

Manitoba Muslim

them. They could not be gods.
They have no power. God is
Greater than what his people
were worshipping, Most Powerful, Most Magnificent. One could
not find Him sitting on a table in
a temple!
One night, Ibrahim went up to
the mountain, leaned against a
rock, and looked up to the sky.
He saw a shining star, and told
his people: "Could this be my
Lord?" But when it set he said: "I
don't like those that set." The star
has disappeared therefore it could
not be God. God is always
present. Then he saw the moon
rising in splendor and told them:
"Could this be my Lord?" But it
also set. At daybreak, he saw the
sun rising and said: "Could this
be my Lord, this is bigger?" But
when the sun had set he said: "Oh
my people I am free from all that

you join as partners with Allah! I
have turned my face towards
Him Who created the heavens
and the earth, and never shall I
give partners to Allah." Our Lord
is the Creator of the heavens and
the earth and everything. He has
the power to make the stars rise
and set. Ibrahim then heard Allah
calling him: "Oh Ibrahim!"
Ibrahim said trembling: "Here I
am oh my Lord!" "Submit to Me!
Be a Muslim!" Ibrahim fell on the
ground, prostrating and crying,
he said: "I submit to the Lord of
the universe!" Ibrahim kept
prostrating until night came
again. He got up and went back
to his home in peace, full of
conviction that Allah had guided
him to the Truth.
Ibrahim invites his father to
Islam
A new life started for Ibrahim.
His mission now was to call his
people to the Truth. He would
start with his father who was the
closest person to him, and whom
he loved so much. He said to him
in the softest and kindest voice:
"O father! Why do you worship
that which doesn't hear, doesn't
see, and cannot avail you in
anything? O father, I have got
knowledge that you have not, so
follow me. I will guide you to a
straight path." His father replied
angrily: "Do you reject my gods,
Oh Ibrahim? If you don't stop I
will stone you. Get away from me

before I punish you." Ibrahim
said: "Peace be on you! I will ask
forgiveness of my Lord for you."
Ibrahim confronts his people
and rejects their idols
He left his father after he lost
hope to convert him to the right
path, and directed his efforts
towards the people of the town,
but they rejected his call and
threatened him. By Allah, he
said, I shall plot a plan to destroy
their idols. He knew that a big
celebration was coming soon,
where everybody would leave
town for a big feast on the
riverbank. After making sure
that nobody was left in town,
Ibrahim went towards the temple
armed with an axe. Statues of all
shapes and sizes were sitting
there adorned with decorations.
Plates of food were offered to
them, but the food was untouched. "Well, why don't you
eat? The food is getting cold." He
said to the statues, joking; then
with his axe he destroyed all the
statues except one, the biggest of
them. He hung the axe around its
neck and left.
How big was the shock when
the people entered the temple!
They gathered inside watching in
awe their gods broken in pieces.
They wondered who might have
done this? Then they all remembered that the young Ibrahim
was talking evil of their idols.
They brought him to the temple
and asked him: "Are you the one
who has done this to our gods?"
Ibrahim said: "No, this statue, the
biggest of them has done it. Ask
them if they can speak." "You
know well that these idols don't
speak!" They said impatiently.
"Then how come you worship
things that can neither speak nor
see, nor even fend for themselves? Have you lost your
minds?"
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They kept silent for a while,
for he got a point there. Their
minds and their senses were
telling them that the Truth is with
Ibrahim, but their pride prevented them from accepting it, and
reject the idols they were worshipping for generations. This
they thought would be total
defeat. They started yelling at him
and shouting: "Burn him! Burn
him! Take revenge for your gods!"
The Miracle: Allah saves
Ibrahim from the fire.
The decision to burn Ibrahim to
death was affirmed by the priests
and the king of Babylon, Nimrod.
The news spread like a fire in the
kingdom, and people were
coming from all places to watch
the execution. A huge pit was dug
and a large quantity of wood was
piled up. Then the biggest fire
people ever witnessed was lit.
The fire flames were so high up in
the sky that the birds could not fly
over it for fear of being burned !
Ibrahim's hands and feet were
chained, and he was put in a
catapult to throw him into the
fire. At that time, Angel Jibreel
came to him and said: "Oh
Ibrahim! Is there anything you
wish for?" Ibrahim could have
asked to be saved from the fire, to
be taken away, but no, he said: "I
only wish that Allah be pleased
with me." The catapult was
released, and Ibrahim was thrown
in the heart of the fire. But Allah
would not allow His Prophet to
be killed. He ordered the fire: "Oh
fire! Be coolness and safety for
Ibrahim!" And the miracle
happened. The fire obeyed and
burned only his chains. Ibrahim
came out from it as if he was
coming out from a garden,
peaceful, his face illuminated, and
not a trace of smoke on his
clothes. People watched in shock
and said: "Amazing! Ibrahim' s

God has saved him from the fire!"
Ibrahim debates the Babylonian
king, Nimrod
Ibrahim's notoriety grew after this
event and the king of Babylon felt
that his throne was in danger, and
that he was losing power because
he was pretending that he was a
god. He sent for Ibrahim. He
wanted to debate with him and
show his people that he, the king
is indeed the god, and Ibrahim
was a liar. He asked Ibrahim:
What can your god do that I
cannot?
“My Lord is He Who gives life
and death.” Ibrahim said
“I give life and death. I can
bring a person from the street and
have him executed, and I can
grant my pardon to a person who
was sentenced to death and save
his life.” The king said proudly
“Well my Lord Allah makes
the sun rise from the East. Can
you make it rise from the West?
The king was confounded. He
was beaten at his own game, on
his own territory, in front of his
own people! Ibrahim left him
there speechless and went back to
his important mission, calling
people to worship the one and
only God, Allah.”
Allah blesses Ibrahim with a son
to become a prophet
Only a woman named Sarah and
a man named Lot believed in
Allah and followed Ibrahim. He
realized that nobody else would
listen to him, and Ibrahim
decided to emigrate for the cause
of Allah, and to spread His
Message elsewhere. Before
leaving, he tried once again to
convert his father to Islam, but to
no avail. Ibrahim said to his father
and his people: "We are free of
you and of whatever you worship
besides Allah. We have rejected

you and there has arisen between
us and you enmity and hatred
forever unless you believe in
Allah and Him alone."
Ibrahim, Lot and Sarah
started their long travel. They
crossed Babylon, went through
Syria and Palestine calling people
to Allah, helping the poor and
doing good deeds. By that time
Ibrahim married Sarah. Their
hope was to have children who
would spread the Message of
Allah after their death. As for
Lot, he immigrated to the land of
Sodom and settled there.
Time went by and no children
were born to Sarah. She realized
she was sterile. She accepted her
fate and submitted to the will of
Allah. Ibrahim and Sarah moved
to Egypt where the king gave
Sarah a woman to be her servant.
The woman's name was Hajar.
Sarah was seeing Ibrahim' s hair
getting white, and it grieved her

to see his chance of having any
child slipping away. She offered
Hajar her servant as a wife to her
husband, and prayed that Allah
bless Hajar and Ibrahim with a
child. And so came Ismail, a baby
boy born to Hajar. How unselfish
Sarah was! For her, the need to
have an offspring who would
carry the Message after Ibrahim
was greater than her pride.
Fourteen years later Allah
rewarded Sarah with a son, Ishaq,
in spite of her old age.
Young Ismail and his mother
alone in the desert of Makkah
Ibrahim woke up one day and
asked Hajar to prepare herself
and baby Ismail for a long travel.
Ibrahim and Hajar kept walking
and crossed a fertile land followed by barren mountains till
they arrived at the Arabian desert.
Ibrahim brought Hajar to a high
hill called al-Marwa, made her
and her baby sit under a tree,

placed a bag of dates and some
water near her, and set out
homeward. Hajar ran after him
and said: "Are you going to leave
us in this desert where there is no
one to keep us company?" She
repeated this many times but he
would not look back at her. She
asked: "Has Allah ordered you to
do so?" He said yes. "Then He will
not neglect us," she said. Ibrahim
walked away until he got out of
their sight, he raised his hands
and prayed Allah: "Oh our Lord! I
have made some of my offspring
dwell in a valley with no cultivation, by Your Sacred House, in
order that they may offer prayers.
So fill some hearts among men
with love towards them and
provide them with fruits, so that
they may give thanks."
Zamzam
Hajar went on nursing Ismail and
drinking from the water until it

was all used up. She became
very thirsty and the child was
crying. She left him on the
al-Marwa hill and hurried to the
nearest hill, as-Safa. She stood
there and started looking at the
valley keenly searching for
somebody, but she could not
see anybody. She descended
from as-Safa, crossed the valley
running and reached al-Marwa
hill. She stood and started
looking but could see nobody.
She kept running between
as-Safa and al-Marwa seven
times. When she reached
al-Marwa for the last time, she
was exhausted, she sat next to
the baby. Then she heard a
voice. She stood up and said:
"Oh whoever you might be!
Have you got something to
help me?' She saw an angel,
Angel Jibreel, digging the earth
until water flowed! She built a
little basin around it. She
scooped water with her hands,
drank, filled her water-skin,
and nursed her baby. The place
from which water flowed was
Zamzam. Muslims till this day
drink from the holy water of
Zamzam, and during Hajj they
traverse between as-Safa and
al-Marwa seven times to
commemorate this event.
Some Arabs traveling through
Makkah saw birds flying around
al-Marwa. "They must be flying
around water," they said. When
they arrived at the water, they
found Hajar and asked her:
"Would you allow us to stay with
you and use the water from your
well?" She agreed and was
pleased by their company. The
people sent for their families,
settled there and became
permanent residents. The whole
valley became alive. Ismail grew
up, learned Arabic and later
married a woman from amongst
the Arabs.
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Meanwhile, Ibrahim who had
not seen his son since he was a
baby came back to Makkah to
visit him. Upon arriving, he
heard that Hajar had died, but
Ismail was still living there.
Ibrahim was yearning to see his
son whom he loved and missed a
lot. He saw Ismail under a tree
near Zamzam, sharpening his
arrows. When he saw his father,
Ismail rose up, hugged him and
greeted him. It was the happiest
moment for both father and son.
But Allah had decided to test
them as a sign for future generations, and it was a tough test
indeed. One night Ibrahim had a
dream. He came to Ismail and
said: "Oh my son! I have seen in a
dream that I am slaughtering you
as a sacrifice to Allah, so what do
you think?" They both realized
that this was an order from Allah.
Ismail said without hesitation:
"Do what you are commanded,
you shall find me very patient
insha Allah." They had both
submitted to the will of Allah.
Ibrahim laid his son prostrate,
put his forehead on the ground
and directed a sharp knife
towards his neck. At this very
moment, Allah called him: "Oh
Ibrahim! You have fulfilled the
dream! Thus do We reward the
good doers!" A big sheep was
sent down from heaven to be
slaughtered instead of Ismail,
which Ibrahim did, and they both
had a big celebration that day.
This event is celebrated every
year by all Muslims. It is Eid
al-Adha where we slaughter the
sacrificial animal in Allah’s name.
Ibrahim and Ismail kept on
calling people to worship Allah.
At that time there was no place
built for the worship of Allah.
Ibrahim wished there could be
such a place where people would
be in peace and concentrate solely
for the worship of Allah. His wish

was answered when Allah
ordered him to build the Sacred
House, the Ka'bah. Ibrahim said
to Ismail: "Oh Ismail, Allah has
given me an order, will you help
me execute it?" "Yes I will." Ismail
said. "Allah has ordered me to
build a house here." He said,
pointing to a hillock higher than
the land surrounding it. They
went towards the place and
started building the foundations
of the Ka'bah. Ismail brought the
stones and Ibrahim built the
walls, and when the walls became
high, Ismail brought a large stone
and put it in front of his father
who stood over it and carried on
building, while Ismail was
handing him the stones. Both of
them went on building and going
around the Ka'bah, saying: "Oh
our Lord accept this service from
us." When they finished the
building, Angel Jibreel descended
from heaven and showed Ibrahim
the rituals of Hajj. Then Ibrahim
stepped on the stone and called
on the people: "Oh people obey
your Lord." This large stone that
Ibrahim stepped on is still there to
this day near the Ka'bah. It is
called Makam Ibrahim.
Thus ends the story of
Ibrahim, the father of the prophets. From him descended all the
prophets who came later, including Muhammad, sallallahu alayhe
wa sallam. Ibrahim devoted all
his life calling others to the True
religion: Islam. Alone he stood
against his people, his father, and
even the mighty king of Babylon
and never flinched. Yet his
method was always to gradually
persuade them by bringing
irrefutable proofs, that most often
embarrassed those who refused to
accept the Truth, but as Allah
said: "Any whom Allah leaves to
stray, there is none to guide!"
Source: http://www.islamicity.
com

Article:

Vision of Indiginization
Dr. Idris Elbakri*

"Oh you who believe, be patient,
persevere and remain steadfast
and fear Allah that you may be
successful” (Al-Imran 200).
The majority of Muslim families
in our community are first
generation immigrants. Overall,
we are doing well. We have
established a number of organizations, we continue to grow in
number and a significant
segment of our community is
highly educated, skilled and
relatively well off.
The relatively recent settlement
of many of us means that we are
emotionally strongly connected
to our countries of origin, usually
much more than we are connected to our adopted societies.
We are continuously gripped by
events that unfold in historically
Muslim countries. What goes on
over there shakes many of us to
our core. It causes us to mobilize,
act and speak out. There are
many recent examples. Local
Ethiopian Muslims have organized, rallied and fundraised in
support of the plight of Muslims
in Ethiopia. Local Syrian Muslims have done the same for
Syria. Before them there was
Palestine, Kashmeer, Iraq and a
long list that spans all corners of
the globe.
We are part of a global Ummah
and we must feel with the rest of
the Ummah. That is part of being
Muslim. That is an embodiment
of the prophetic statement that
the Muslims are like one body.
At the same time, we must look
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ourselves in the eye and ask the
question: is Islam in this country
an alien religion? Are we here as a
mere transient presence?
The tragedy of September 11th
forced this question upon
Muslims in the West. We had to
reconsider much of our rhetoric
and positions and come to a
closer realization of our context
and reality.
We must not turn our backs
on the Ummah. We are part of a
community of faith that spans all
corners of the globe. Yet, there are
responsibilities that we have,
towards our families, children,
community and our faith in
Canada that only we can fulfill.
Right now, we seem to always
carry global worries and causes
and we remain passive locally.
The future of Islam in Canada is
simply not our priority. This is a
mistake and it is fatal.
This disconnect manifests itself in
many aspects. Here are a few
simple examples just to illustrate
the point: we tolerate sermons
that are delivered in poor English
(do our kids understand them?);
our sermons are more likely to
talk about political events
overseas than social justice issues
here (when was the last khutba
about the issue of residential
schools); our mosques are not
very friendly to women and
children; young leaders are
sidelined in mosque administration; we do not know our neighbors well; we do not read the local
paper (but will read the news

outlets in the ‘home’ country);
some of us who are parents may
even instruct our children that
they are ‘Palestinian’, ‘Pakistani’,
‘Somali’, etc… and not Canadian,
although the home country for
them only exist on the other line
of the international call we make
to our families every so often. We
refer to non-Muslims as ‘Canadians’, forgetting that there are
Canadian born Muslims and that
many of us came here to become
Canadian.
To have a “Vision of Indigenization” means that we understand
our role as the predecessors
(salaf) of future generations
(khalaf) of Muslims in Canada.
These future generations must
inherit from us the confidence,
cultural tools and authentic
understanding of the faith that
enables them to positively
synthesize being Muslim and
Canadian. If they do, they will
make Du’a for us. If not, we may
become the subject of their curses.
This ‘Vision of Indigenization’
requires us to revise many aspects
of our community life. We must
think about where we put our
financial resources: build another
“protectionist” mosque where we
can hide from everyone or setup
world-class Da’wah institutes?
We must revise the way our
institutions are managed: are they
still run with the “corner shop”
mentality or are they professionalized and efficient and modern?
Do we reject many aspects of
Canadian culture just because it

feels alien to us or do we embrace all the good that this
culture offers (polite people, law
and order, and turkey for
Thanksgiving)?
The most important transformation we must undergo is an
emotional and spiritual one. We
require a paradigm shift to
re-arrange our priorities and start
to call and think of this place for
what it is: home.
In this vision we see ourselves,
and others start to see us, as an
integral part of Canada. There is
nothing “weird” about a young
Canadian of Anglo-Saxon,
Francophone or Aboriginal
origin being Muslim. It is an
acceptable social phenomenon.
Our tradition has much guidance
to offer us. The Prophet focused
in the Meccan period on Da’wah,
building spirituality and on the
universal moral principles that
are common to all human beings.

We have the example of Muslim
refugees seeking asylum in
Christian Abyssinia. In Medina,
the Prophet prayed for the
emigrant Companions to overcome their longing for Mecca and
he embraced Medinese cultural
norms. Many of the achievements
of great scholars were accomplished at a time when Muslims
were still a religious minority in
Iraq, Syria, Egypt and Persia.
We all talk about Da’wah and
offer it a lot of lip service. Da’wah,
and this ‘Vision of Indigenization’
are all about having a sense of
belonging. The Prophets, as
beautifully illustrated in Surat
Al-A’raf, all came with the
message of God’s Oneness
alongside a social message: be fair
in trade, be moral, do not oppress,
etc.…The Prophets addressed the
people with “Oh my people”.
They belonged.

Belonging to a culture is so critical
because it enables the members of
that culture to offer a critique of
that culture, without threatening
it. If I make a joke criticizing
Palestinians they are more likely
to accept it and laugh at it because
I am one of them. If someone
from outside of the culture makes
the same joke then it is offensive.
Da’wah, in essence, is a culture
critique. For Da’wah to be
effective it must come from a
heart that belongs.
If we indigenize our faith, it will,
insha Allah thrive in this land and
we can become the blessed salaf
of future generations. If we don’t,
then God says: “If you turn your
backs, He will replace you with
another people, and then they
would not be like you!” (Muhammad 38).
* Dr. Idris Elbakri is ex-MIA
President

Report:
Manitoba Islamic
Association (MIA)
Executive Council
Elections:
As per MIA constitution and
by-laws, ratified by the MIA
General Assembly in June 01,
2013; the MIA elections will be
October 15

List of members eligible to be nominated for MIA EC
positions and members eligible to vote will be posted
in MIA bulletin boards.

Oct 27

Nomination for MIA EC positions will open. All
nominations should be submitted to ECC using the
appropriate forms.

Nov 10

Nominations will be closed.

Nov 17

Final list of approved nominations will be posted on
MIA bulletin boards.

Nov 24

Nov 24

• Elections at Grand Mosque: 12:00 – 4:00 PM
• General Body meeting after Zuhr prayer
Announcement of election results.

Relevant election related articles from the
MIA constitution and
by-laws.
Requirements to run for MIA
Executive position:
Individuals nominated for MIA
EC positions, must meet the
following criteria:
• “Full member of the MIA.
• Canadian citizen or permanent
resident of Canada.
• Living in Winnipeg for at least
3 years and planning to reside
in Manitoba for the entire term
of office.

20

held on November 24th, concurrently with the Annual General
Body meeting. As per the revised
constitution, the Election and
Compliance Commission (ECC)
will be fully responsible for
conducting the elections. Here are
important dates to remember.
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• Having proven good experience
in volunteer work and community service through actively
serving in one or more of the
MIA’s committees and/or
activities.
• Must be free from criminal
convictions as defined by the
criminal code of Canada or
conviction of professional
misconduct”
(Reference: MIA constitution:
Article VI, Section, 1-5)
• “Membership eligibility
requirement to run for MIA
elected positions will be effective
as of the year following the

approval of this constitution and
by-laws. For the current year
eligibility to run for the office will
be thirty (30) days following the
approval of this constitution and
by-laws”*.
(Reference: MIA By law: Part VII, 3)
* Constitution was approved June 1st;
Eligibility deadline for year 2013
elections: July 1st, 2013
Requirements to VOTE for MIA EC
elections:
Members who vote for MIA election
must meet the following criteria:
• “To vote in any of the General
Assembly Meetings, a person has
to be a Full Member of the MIA
as of August 1 of the calendar
year”
(Reference: MIA By law: Part II, 12)
Elections of Executive Council
Members and Voting Process
“The Election and Compliance
Commission shall receive nominations and run the elections for the
EC according to the following
schedule:
a. Nominations will open thirty 		
(30) calendar days prior to the 		
Election Day.
b. Nominations will close fifteen 		
(15) calendar days prior to the 		
Election Day.
c. The final list of eligible candi		
dates will be announced seven 		
(7) days prior to the Election 		
Day.
d. Elections shall be held between 		
November 1st and December 		
10th in the election year as the 		
Commission may decide.
e. The elections shall be held 		
during a weekend in one day 		
between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm.
f. The results of the vote have to 		
be announced on the same 		
Election Day.
g. All times noted in these 		

by-laws are Central Time.
(Reference: MIA By law, Part II:
Section 3, 1)

MIA Al-Fajr Quran
Institute:
The MIA Al-Fajr Quran Institute
(FQI) is a new addition to MIA’s
institutions. FQI will be dedicated to teaching Quran through
various programs and activities.
Since its inception the institute
has consolidated some existing
programs and embarked on new
ones. Following are highlights of
some of the programs of the
institute:
• Sunday Quran classes:
currently attended by over 100
students. The program is
taught by a group of 15
teaches for varying levels and
ages.
• Quran Competition program:
This program was the 1st of its
kind. Competitions at all
levels of Quran memorizations were held. About $4,000
was awarded to winning
students. This program will be

an annual program held every
Ramadan.
• Advanced Quran memorization (Hifz) program: This is
another new initiative of the
institute. It provides an
intensive whole Quran
memorization program to be
completed within 5 years.
Currently 20 students have
registered. The program is at
full capacity at this stage.
• Future programs: The
institute plans to organize
competitions for the best
reciters of the Quran, courses
on rules of tajweed and
Quran related topics.
Donations or waqf to the institute can be made by writing
cheques to MIA.

MIA Eid Festival 2013
– August 24
The annual Eid Festival was held
at the Grand Mosque on Saturday Aug 24th. Close to 3,000
people attended throughout the

day, including local area
residents. Throughout the day,
attendees were kept busy with
different bouncers and inflatable
games, pony rides, climbing
wall, giant hamster balls, and
entertainers including jugglers
and fire breathers.
The bazaar area showcased a
variety of local vendors from
those selling traditional clothing
and Islamic books to information booths on current events in
Syria and Egypt. Everyone was
well fed with a variety of food
vendors selling everything from
traditional BBQ and Pizza to
Middle Eastern Shawarma &
Donair to Butter Chicken and
samosas!
The day was capped off with
a spectacular firework show that
many said was better than the
Canada Day show.
This event could not have been
possible without the hard work
of countless volunteers and our
sponsors.
Special Thanks to the Eid
Festival sponsors:
•
•
•
•
•

Assiniboine Credit Union
Sargent Blue Jeans
Zeid Foodfare
Halal Meat Centre
Grocery Bazaar

Look for us next year
Insha’Allah, where we promise
an even bigger and better Eid
Festival!
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MIA
facilities upgrades:

The renovation and upgrading
work on MIA facilities in the
Hazelwood and Grand mosques
continued throughout the
summer. Here are some of the
upgrades completed recently:

Washrooms:

Hazelwood mosque washrooms:
Both men and women’s washrooms were
completely
renovated
and remodeled. New
ceramic
tiles,
suspending
ceilings and granite counter tops
and sinks were installed. As
well, sensor faucets were
installed to control and minimize water wastage. On the
sister’s side of the washroom a
diaper changer was installed

Water fountain:

A water fountain was installed
beside the gym (near the library)
in the Grand mosque. The
fountain will serve the needs of
users of the
gym, the
fitness room
and other
regulars.
The mosque
gym is
actively used for various sports
activities during the week.

New pathway:

A new pathway has been
opened in the back of the
Hazelwood mosque. The
pathway was paved with bricks
and will make it convenient for
sisters to enter to the back door
of the mosque from the street.

24

Manitoba Muslim

CMLI 2014 Call for applications

Canadian Muslim Leadership Institute (CMLI) is a non-profit organization designed to develop future leaders and change makers within the
Muslim and broader community.
CMLI is now accepting applications for its 2014 leadership program
from January- June 2014. Applicants should be aged 16 and up and
available for the following programming dates:
Retreat 1:
Retreat 2:
Retreat 3:
Roundtable 1:
Roundtable 2:
Roundtable 3:

January 17- 19, 2014
March 14- 16, 2014
June 6- 8, 2014
February 5, 2014 (6pm- 9pm)
February 26, 2014 (6pm- 9pm)
March 26, 2014 (6pm- 9pm)

If you are interested in applying or want more information,
please contact us at:
Email: changemakers2014@gmail.com
Visit our website: www.cmlichangemakers.com
Or check out our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/canadianmuslimleadershipinstitute.
Deadline for applications is December 15, 2013. Successful applicants
will be notified by January 6, 2014.
Please note: Registration fee is $500. An installment plan to pro-rate
payments is also available.

Article:

Being Muslim: a Practical
Guide to Faith and Practice
Sr. Kimberley Turman*
Being Muslim is a free class offered through
Islam Alive Inc. that covers the essential aspects
of Islam from the most basic level. A wide
variety of subjects give learners not simply a
collection of facts, but an understanding of the
vision and spirit of Islam.
In early February, due to an overwhelming
response of interest, this class was offered once
again to those who expressed interest in
learning about Islam. We had a diverse group
in attendance: young and older Muslims, new
converts, those in contemplation, and those
simply seeking knowledge – all coming from
various backgrounds and life experiences.
The class content addressed by instructors/
volunteers Dr. Idris Elbakri and Sr. Ghezal
Sabir included topics such as: the purpose of
life and why we are here, why God sent
prophets, how to learn more about Islam, basic
Muslim beliefs, how to pray and fast, morality
in everyday life, the life of the Prophet Muhammad, an introduction to the Quran, developing
good character and Islam in daily life. Delivery
of this content in a relaxed atmosphere
promoted insightful discussions amongst the
group. An aura of trust and comfortableness to
question openly without fear of judgment
could be sensed. Thought provoking discussions as well as friendly camaraderie provided
an additional ease to the class.
For the duration of the class, we were
fortunate to welcome guest speakers Dr.
Ludmila Zamah and Dr. Al-Miski. Thank you
both for giving us your time and sharing your
knowledge. We also were able to witness
firsthand 2 shahadas and 2 weddings; Alhamdulillah! “Graduation” occurred at the end of
May.
A sincere thank you is extended to the

Instructors for volunteering their time and efforts,
to Winnipeg Central Mosque for being our venue,
to those who attended and to all who donated in
various ways to the program. May Allah reward
you all.
Based on feedback, the message we received is
clear and accurate – this class was, and continues
to be, exactly what the community needs to
provide. The need is there and has been communicated.
Thus, Islam Alive is pleased to offer the Being
Muslim class again this coming fall, insha Allah.
Starting Date: Saturday November 9th, 2013
Time: 10:00am – 12:00pm
Location: Winnipeg Central Mosque (WCM),
715 Ellice Avenue
The class duration is approximately 12 weeks
in total.
To register: To confirm your spot, please
email Sr. Kimberley @ kimberley.turman@
gmail.com
Sr. Kimberley Turman is a board member of the
Manitoba Muslim Magazine.

Manitoba Muslim

27

Letter of a Hajji:

A letter from a pilgrim in Mecca
Malcolm X April, 1964
Never have I witnessed such
sincere hospitality and overwhelming spirit of true brotherhood as is practiced by people of
all colors and races here in this
Ancient Holy Land, the home of
Abraham, Muhammad and all the
other Prophets of the Holy
Scriptures. For the past week, I
have been utterly speechless and
spellbound by the graciousness I
see displayed all around me by
people of all colors.
I have been blessed to visit the
Holy City of Mecca. I have made
my seven circuits around the
Kaa'ba, led by a young Mutawaf
named Muhammad. I drank
water from the well of the Zam
Zam. I ran seven times back and
forth between the hills of Mt.
Al-Safa and Al-Marwah. I have
prayed in the ancient city of Mina,
and I have prayed on Mt. Arafat.
There were tens of thousands
of pilgrims, from all over the
world. They were of all colors,
from blue-eyed blonds to blackskinned Africans. But we were all
participating in the same ritual,
displaying a spirit of unity and
brotherhood that my experiences
in America had led me to believe
never could exist between the
white and non-white.
America needs to understand
Islam, because this is the one
religion that erases from its society
the race problem. Throughout my
travels in the Muslim world, I
have met, talked to, and even
eaten with people who in America
would have been considered
'white'--but the 'white' attitude
was removed from their minds by
the religion of Islam. I have never
before seen sincere and true
brotherhood practiced by all
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colors together, irrespective of their
color.
You may be shocked by these
words coming from me. But on
this pilgrimage, what I have seen,
and experienced, has forced me to
re-arrange much of my thoughtpatterns previously held, and to
toss aside some of my previous
conclusions. This was not too
difficult for me. Despite my firm
convictions, I have always been a
man who tries to face facts, and to
accept the reality of life as new
experience and new knowledge
unfolds it. I have always kept an
open mind, which is necessary to
the flexibility that must go hand in
hand with every form of intelligent
search for truth.
During the past eleven days here
in the Muslim world, I have eaten
from the same plate, drunk from the
same glass, and slept in the same
bed (or on the same rug)--while
praying to the same God--with
fellow Muslims, whose eyes were
the bluest of blue, whose hair was
the blondest of blond, and whose
skin was the whitest of white. And
in the words and in the actions in the
deeds of the 'white' Muslims, I felt
the same sincerity that I felt among
the black African Muslims of
Nigeria, Sudan, and Ghana.
We were truly all the same
(brothers)--because their belief in
one God had removed the white
from their minds, the white from
their behavior, and the white from
their attitude.
I could see from this, that
perhaps if white Americans could
accept the Oneness of God, then
perhaps, too, they could accept in
reality the Oneness of Man--and
cease to measure, and hinder, and
harm others in terms of their
'differences' in color.

With racism plaguing America
like an incurable cancer, the
so-called 'Christian' white American heart should be more receptive
to a proven solution to such a
destructive problem. Perhaps it
could be in time to save America
from imminent disaster--the same
destruction brought upon Germany by racism that eventually
destroyed the Germans themselves.
Each hour here in the Holy
Land enables me to have greater
spiritual insights into what is
happening in America between
black and white. The American
Negro never can be blamed for his
racial animosities--he is only
reacting to four hundred years of
the conscious racism of the
American whites. But as racism
leads America up the suicide path,
I do believe, from the experiences
that I have had with them, that the
whites of the younger generation,
in the colleges and universities,
will see the handwriting on the
walls and many of them will turn
to the spiritual path of truth--the
only way left to America to ward
off the disaster that racism
inevitably must lead to.
Never have I been so highly
honored. Never have I been made
to feel more humble and unworthy. Who would believe the
blessings that have been heaped
upon an American Negro? A few
nights ago, a man who would be
called in America a 'white' man, a
United Nations diplomat, an
ambassador, a companion of kings,
gave me his hotel suite, his bed. ...
Never would I have even thought
of dreaming that I would ever be a
recipient of such honors--honors
that in America would be bestowed upon a King--not a Negro.
All praise is due to Allah, the
Lord of all the Worlds.
Sources: http://www.malcolm-x.org/docs/
let_mecca.htm

Thank you from the outgoing MIA Executive Council:
The MIA EC members elected in
November 2011, would like to
thank all members of the community for all the support and
encouragement we received from
all members of the community
during our tenure. We took this
position at a difficult moment in
the history of MIA. With the grace
of Allah SWT first and foremost
and the help of our community

Be connected to
your community,
don’t miss out!!

next we were able to address many
of the outstanding administrative,
maintenance, organizational and
structural issues in MIA. We
believe we had many successes in
tackling many of these issues and
MIA can now look forward
towards greater successes into the
future.
As per the MIA constitution our

term will end in November 2013.
We would like to express our
thanks again to our community for
giving us the opportunity to serve
them and we ask them for forgiveness for any misjudgment or
shortcoming.
We wish you and all your
loved ones a happy and joyful Eid
Al-Adha.

MIA EC Members:

Are you aware of the multi-

Ismael Mukhtar
President

Aziz Mian
1st Vice President

Louay Al-Ghoul
2nd Vice President

Eid Mohamadov
Treasurer

Ala Al-Qasem
Member

Tarek Mian
Member

tude of events and activities
that take place with your
community, such as: youth
sports, Quran classes, workshops, dinners, learning pro-

Khaled Al-Taweel
Secretary

grams, seniors’ activities…?
Do you receive announcements about Ramadan, Eid,
funerals, important occurrences etc? If not, you need
to include yourself in the
Manitoba Muslim community e-newsletter that is sent
on average every two weeks
to members of the community. The e-newsletter keeps
you connected and informed
about your community. To
be included in the list, simply send your e-mail (as well
as of your friends you know)
to the MIA Office Manager:
office@miaonline.org

Manitoba Muslim

29

Community Profile
Interview: Ayad Hassan and Nariman
Interviewed by: Nusraat
I had the opportunity to sit
with Hassan Ayed and
Nariman Ayed recently.
Here is our interview.

Hassan: I was 29 or 30.

Nusraat: I believe you
were both born in Palestine. How did you end up
in Winnipeg?

Nariman: I really enjoyed it
actually. We were so young;
-40 degrees Celsius didn’t
bother us. We struggled, we
worked hard, we wanted to
learn and do new things.
We came on July 29, 1966
and there were about 100
Muslim people here. It was
good.

Nusraat: What was it like
for you in Winnipeg?

Hassan: I graduated from
high school in Jericho in
the West Bank and moved
to Jordan. When I was 24
years old I went to Germany to work. I sent
money back home to
support my parents in the
refugee camp. I was in
Germany from 1960-65. In
1965 I came back home to
Jericho and got married to
Nariman.
Nusraat: So you both grew
up in a refugee camp. If
you’re willing to talk about,
could you describe it to me?
Nariman: It was a very difficult
life. We lived in a tent, we had
one meal a day and we did not
have tap water. We would have
to haul the water. We would
need to get food and medicine
from the United Nations. We left
Palestine quickly; we left our
farms and ran for our lives so
we had very little from our past
life with us in the refugee
camps. Our parents suffered the
most I think.
Hassan: Nariman’s father died
very early when he was only 27

30

Manitoba Muslim

Hassan: At first we prayed
in a Church basement and
then in 1972 Hazelwood
masjid was built.
Nusraat: Tell me about
your kids.

and Nariman was only one year
old.
Nusraat: So how did you two
end up in Winnipeg?
Hassan: We got married in
Jericho and then Nariman came
back with me to Germany. From
there we applied for Canadian
citizenship. I did galvanizing
work in Germany and there were
similar opportunities in Winnipeg so that’s why we relocated
here.
Nariman: I was 19 years old
when I came to Winnipeg. How
old were you Hassan?

Hassan: We have four
children and they were all
in Winnipeg. Our first daughter,
Ayeda, has a PhD in Chemistry,
Nahlah our second daughter has
two Master’s degrees in Journalism and Science and an honorary
PhD in Law. Ayeda-al-Amin our
oldest son is a Geologist and
Abdullah is an Assistant Hotel
Manager.
Nusraat: It seems that you made
education a priority. Why is that?
Hassan: Nariman and I didn’t
have that opportunity because of
the way we grew up. We wanted
to make sure our kids had an
education. If we had stayed in
Jordan our kids wouldn’t have

had the chance to get as far as
they did. In Canada our kids
were able to do a lot. In this
world you need an education.
Nusraat: It’s interesting to me
that you gave as much emphasis
on your daughters to have
education as your sons. I’ve met
other families where they’ve
decided to prioritize their sons.
Why did you make education a
priority for your daughters as
well?
Nariman: If you ask me, it is a
mistake not to give your
daughters an education. You
must make sure your daughters
have as much education as they
want. They need it more and
they can do better with it. I am
very blessed and I have a
wonderful husband. However,
you cannot have your daughters
rely on a good husband. Not all
husbands can be good.
Nusraat: Your kids have
succeeded in a wide variety of
different careers. It seems as
though you two were very open
in terms of what they could
pursue. What made you two so
open? You could have easily
told your kids that since you
were financially supporting
them they all had to go into
fields you chose for them.
Hassan: No, our kids did well
because they found things that
they liked.
Nusraat: In general, you two
seem very open and resilient. I
have seen many newcomers,
particularly those who have
come under difficult circumstances view many things to be
haram and close themselves and
their children off from the larger
community.

Nariman: You cannot live in a
cage. You cannot be afraid. If you
want to close yourself off then
why come here?
Nusraat: What did you two do to
help your kids maintain their
own culture and traditions?
Nariman: In our house we spoke
Arabic. I also taught the kids on a
small chalkboard in the basement
how to read and write Arabic.
We also spent seven years in
Jordan when the kids were little
and Hassan came back and forth
to see us. Our kids are very

grateful for this; this is how they
kept their language.
Nusraat: What advice do you
have for people arriving in
Winnipeg?
Nariman: Work very hard.
Respect other people and other
faiths and you will find respect
in return. God made all of us.
You cannot insult others; you
must have tolerance for all
human beings.

JUST IMAGINE
If Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is delivering Friday
khutbah
Still, will we be late or on time
Still, will our sisters whisper to each other
Saying Salam or admiring each other’s clothes
Would we stop this again or will we continue the same
Then what a Shame
If he sees our young boys
Busy all the time with their toys
Facebook, twitter, emails, text messages
Would we stop this again or would we continue the same
Then what a shame
If he sees our young girls
No hijabs or no gowns
Short blouses and skinny jeans
Happily wondering around
Would we stop this again or would we continue the same
Then what a shame
But,
This is a fact
We have to accept
Something important he left
The Quran and his Sunnah
His teachings and his words
Do we have time to connect
We need to keep it in our mind
Allah is watching us all the time
We all need to check this again
May be we are sitting in a wrong Train
BY SHAHEENA AWAN
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Q&A
Q. What is the best time
for offering udhiyah
(sacrifice)? Do we have to
offer a separate sacrifice
on behalf of every one in
our family or one sacrifice
is sufficient for the whole
family? Is it better to offer
sacrifice or can we give
money as charity instead?
Answered by: Dr. Muzammil Siddiqi, President
of the Fiqh Council of
North America.
A. Offering udhiyah
(sacrifice) during `Eid
Al-Adha is regarded
as wajib or mandatory
according to Imam Abu
Hanifah and as sunnah
mu'akkadah or confirmed
Sunnah according to
other jurists.
All those people who
have the nisab (payable
amount) of zakah should
offer a sacrifice. The time
for offering a sacrifice
begins after the `Eid AlAdha prayer. According
to a hadith, the Prophet
(peace and blessings be
upon him) is reported to
have said, “Whosoever
offered a sacrifice before
the `Eid prayer, he or she

just slaughtered an animal for meat, but whosoever made sacrifice after
the `Eid Al-Adha prayer,
he or she has offered a
sacrifice.” (Al-Bukhari,
Sahih, hadith no. 902)
Udhiyah (sacrifice) is an
act of worship (`ibadah).
As we have the times of
prayers so we also have
time for making a sacrifice during `Eid Al-Adha.
The time of sacrifice
remains until sunset on
the 12th day Dhul-Hijjah.
(This is according to some
jurists as there is another
opinion stating that the
time is extended until the
sunset of the 13th day).
It is not required for the
head of the household to
offer a separate sacrifice
for every member of the
house, rather one sacrifice
would be sufficient for
the whole family. However, if other members
of family own the nisab
of zakah, then they must
offer their own sacrifice.
One goat, lamb or sheep
is on behalf of one person, but seven people can
share in offering one cow
or camel.

The udhiyah is the
Sunnah of Prophet
Ibrahim, Prophet Isma`eel
and Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon them all).
It has meaning and significance. It reminds us of
the great act of sacrifice
that Prophet Ibrahim
and Isma`eel were willing to do for the sake of
Almighty Allah. Allah
spared the life of Prophet
Isma`eel, but He told us
that, (And We ransomed
him with a momentous
sacrifice. As-Saffaat 37:
107). The "momentous
sacrifice (dhibhin 'athim)
is the sacrifice of the
billions of people who
have been remembering this tradition for the
last four thousand years.
Other people who claim
to follow Prophet Ibrahim have forgotten this
tradition, but we Muslims
have kept it alive without
any interruption. We
must keep this Sunnah
and should not forget it.
There is no substitute
for udhiyah. However, if
one wants to offer a nafl
(non-obligatory) sacrifice
on behalf of oneself or

one's deceased parents
or some other relatives,
one has a choice either
to make udhiyah or give
the price of the animal in
charity.
The meat of the udhiyah should be divided in
three equal portions: one
for oneself and the family,
one for friends, and one
for the poor and needy. If
there are more poor people, then it is good to give
all of it in charity to the
poor and the needy. Here
in the USA and Canada
we may not need the
meat that much, but there
are many other places
where people do not get
meat. It is, perhaps, better
for us here in America
if we give the money to
some dependable relief
organizations in order to
make udhiyah on our behalf; and to distribute the
meat among the poor and
needy in poor countries
and in countries where
people are suffering due
to wars, economic sanctions or natural disasters.
Source: Islamonline.net

Sudoku:

Fill in the blanks so that each row, each column and each 3X3 grid contains only one instance of the numbers 1 through 9

Recipe
Dark Chocolate
Cupcakes with Peanut
Butter Frosting
Ingredients:
For the Cupcakes:
8 tablespoons (1 stick)
unsalted butter, cut into 4
pieces
2 ounces bittersweet chocolate, chopped
½ cup (1.5 ounces) cocoa
powder
¾ cup (3.75 ounces) allpurpose flour
½ teaspoon baking soda
¾ teaspoon baking powder
2 eggs
¾ cup granulated sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
½ teaspoon table salt
½ cup (4 ounces) sour
cream

For the Peanut Butter Frosting:
1 cup confectioners' sugar
1 cup creamy peanut butter
5 tablespoons unsalted butter, at room temperature
¾ teaspoon vanilla extract
¼ teaspoon salt
⅓ cup heavy cream
To make the Cupcakes:
1. Adjust oven rack to 		
lower-middle position and
preheat to 350 degrees F.
Line a standard-size
muffin pan with baking
cup liners.
2. In a heat proof bowl,
combine butter, chocolate, and cocoa.
Set bowl over
saucepan
containing barely
simmering water;
heat mixture
until butter
and chocolate

are melted and whisk until
smooth and combined.
Set aside to cool until just
warm to the touch.
3. Whisk flour, baking
soda, and baking powder
in small bowl to combine.
4. Whisk eggs in another
medium bowl to combine;
add sugar, vanilla, and
salt until fully mixed. Add
cooled chocolate
mixture and whisk until
combined. Sift about onethird of flour mixture over
chocolate mixture and
whisk until combined;
whisk in sour cream until
combined, then sift
remaining flour
mixture over
and whisk until
batter is homogeneous and
thick.
5. Divide the batter evenly among
muffin pan cups.

Bake until toothpick
inserted into center of
cupcakes comes out clean
(18 to 20 minutes).
6. Cool cupcakes in muffin
pan on wire rack until cool
enough to handle, about 15
minutes. Carefully lift each
cupcake from muffin pan
and set on wire rack. Cool
to room temperature before
icing, about 30 minutes.
7. To make the Peanut
Butter Frosting: Place the
confectioners' sugar, peanut butter, butter, vanilla
and salt in the bowl of an
electric mixer fitted with a
paddle attachment. Mix on
medium-low speed until
creamy, scraping down
the bowl with a rubber
spatula as you work. Add
the cream and beat on high
speed until the mixture is
light and smooth.

