INTERNATIONAL
TOURS & TRAVEL SERVICES
Appointed
Agents
for

Aeroflot
Aircanada
Air france
Air Jamaica
Alitalia
Austrian Airline
British Airways
British Midland
BWIA
Cathay Pacific
Cubana
Czechlines
Delta
Egypt Air
Emirates
Finn Air
KLM
Kuwait Airways
Lot Polish
Lufthansa
LTU International
Malev
Mexicana
Middle East
North West
Qantas
Qatar Airways
PIA
Royal Air Morocco
Sabena
Saudi
Arabian
Swiss Air
Turkish
United Airlines

Low fares for Middle East -AfricaIndian Subcontinents
MEMBER
OF

PICK UP THE PHONE AND DISCOVER
THE BEST DEALS

804 SARGENT AVENUE, WINNIPEG MB, R3E 0B8,
VISIT US : www.sunrisecanada.com
PH: (204) 779 6099, FAX: (204) 779 5610.
ARSHAD

Feedback
The Manitoba Muslim would like
to hear from its readers! If you
have any comments, suggestions
or if you’d like to advertise in this
newsletter please contact us at:

Manitoba Muslim

Volume 4 - Issue 13, October 2012

editorialboard@miaonline.org

Friday Prayer
Locations
MIA Grand Mosque
2445 Waverley St.
256-1347
MIA St. Vital Mosque
247 Hazelwood Ave.
254-3979
Winnipeg Central Mosque
715 Ellice Ave.
783-6797
University of Manitoba
Education Building, Main Floor
Health Sciences Center
820 Sherbrook St.
Room 215

Table of Contents
1

Editorial

1

Words of Revelation

1-2

Community News

2

Local Events

3-5

Community Profile

6-12

Articles

13

Reports

Pakistani Association Center
348 Ross Avenue

Editorial Board
Br. Ismael Mukhtar
Editor-in-Chief				
275-8651
Sr. Yasmin Ali		Editor 					489-3803
Br. Abdulaziz Mian
Advertisement and circulation 		
253-6987
Sr. Nusraat Masood
Ad-hoc assignments
Sr. Raja El-Mazzini
Family and youth section editor
Br. Osaed Khan
E-newsletter editor
Sr. Sana Rana		
Ad hoc assignments
Br. Abdo Mitiku		
Advertisement and circulation

Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are the sole responsibility of their authors.

1

Editorial
The blessed month of Zulhija has descended upon us
with its great virtues and blessings. The month of Zulhijja
is yet another opportunity for us to seek Allah’s endless
bounties and grace. Those who are fortunate will be
joining the millions of Muslims gathered in the blessed
valleys of Mina and Arafa. The hajj gathering breaks
all man-made social, ethnic, economic and sectarian
boundries. It is a gathering with multiple lessons and
unique experiences. Hajj is a manifested reminder of the
often forgotten simple facts of life; the common human
origin, the oneness of the messages of the Prophets
of Allah and the common human destiny. Hajj is also a
clear reminder to broaden our scope, to think globally
and universally and not be confined by the limitations of
time and space.
Many pilgrims make an effort to visit Medina and pray
in the mosque of the Messenger of Allah, even though it
is not part of the hajj rituals. For many it is an emotional
journey as they feel a sense of connectedness to the
Prophet and his great companions when they walk, sit and
pray in the same places where the blessed Messenger of
Allah and his companions walked, sat and prayed.
More than 15 members of our local Muslim community
left Winnipeg to join this blessed gathering. We pray
for them and we wish them a happy and safe return. To
members of our local Muslim community congratulations
on Eid ul Adha and we wish you all the best

Community
News
Weddings:
Br. Omar Al-Ramlawi and Sr. Sarah Khalil were married
in the month of August.
Sr. Khadijah Ibrahim married to Br. Tawfeeq from
Saskatoon in the month of September.
Br. Aamir Asgarali and Sr. Amina Siddiqui were married
in August.

continued on page 2

Words of
Revelation
Qur’aan
On Hajj:
“The most important shrine established for the people is
the one in Becca;* a blessed beacon for all the people. In
it are clear signs: the station of Abraham. Anyone who
enters it shall be granted safe passage. The people owe it
to God that they shall observe Hajj to this shrine, when
they can afford it”
Surah 3, verses 96-97
* Another name of Mecca.

Hadith
Abu Hurayrah reported that the Messenger of Allah
said: “Whoever performs Hajj for the sake of pleasing
Allah and therein utters no word of evil, nor commits
any evil deed, shall return from it as free from sin as the
day on which his mother gave birth to him.”

Call of the pilgrims

Here I am at Thy service O Lord, here I am.
Here I am at Thy service and Thou hast no
partners.
Thine alone is All Praise and All Bounty,
and Thine alone is The Sovereignty.
Thou hast no partners.
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Good Bye:

Lecture night:

Br. Ahmed Durrani, Sr. Hania and their three children
moved to B.C. on a work assignment. Br. Ahmed was
born in Winnipeg and was a leading youth leader and
activist. He served as Muslim Youth Council President
for many years. He also served on the MIA executive
council as a member, 2nd Vice President and Treasurer.
Br. Ahmed and his family will be greatly missed and we
wish them all the best.

A lecture night was organized by the MIA at the Waverley Mosque on September 21st. Sheikh Said Rageah,
Imam of Abu Huraira Mosque in Toronto, was the main
speaker. The topic of the lecture was: Prophet Mohamed (PBUH), a Model of Humanity and Mercy.

Condolences:
Sister Halima Bano has passed away in the month of
August.

Local Events
Seniors Eid lunch:

The Manitoba Muslims Seniors Association held an
Eid brunch in the month of September at the Waverley
mosque. The event was open to all, old and young.
Program included short talks by MIA President and Dr.
Mujeeb.

Canadian Muslim Women’s Institute (CWMI) new office:
CWMI moved to a new location at 61 Juno St. An open
house was held at the new location on September 27th.
CMWI provides programs and services designed to
assist Muslim women socially, economically and spiritually in order to develop their capacity to participate and
contribute fully to the wider community. Some of the

The Canadian Islamic Chamber of
Commerce (CICC) dinner:
The annual CICC dinner was held in the month of
September at the Hotel Fort Garry. The program
included speeches by keynote speaker Ibrahim Khan
and recognitions of individuals with outstanding
services.

Islamic Social Services Association
(ISSA) public forum:
ISSA organized another open community forum at the
Centennial Library in the month of September. The forum
included a presentation on Sharia’, as well as a Q & A
panel on issues pertaining to Islam and Muslims.

programs offered are: Translation services, orientation
to the services offered by the larger Winnipeg community to the newcomers, home visits, sewing classes,
swimming classes, community pantry, English classes
and social gatherings. If you would like to volunteer
please call the office at 204 943 8539.

Hajj Seminar:
A hajj seminar was held on October 2nd at the Waverley mosque. The seminar covered the spiritual and fiqh
dimensions of hajj. More than ten members of the local
Muslim community left Winnipeg for Hajj.

3

Community
Profile
An interview with the
Moustarzak family
Interviewed By: Sr. Sana Rana

The Moustarzak family is one of Winnipeg’s
first Muslim families with 28 people in their
extended family. In the following interview,
various members of the Moustarzak
family will provide insights on their family
experience as well as their thoughts about
life in Winnipeg.
Sr. Sana: Tell us something about your family and
how and when you came to Winnipeg?
Abdenabi Moustarzak: I was one of 7 children and was
born in Casa Blanca, Morocco. Once I graduated from
high school, I joined the military and went on to fight in
World War 2. All of my children were born in Casa Blanca
and when my eldest daughter Fatima got married, she
and her husband came here to Winnipeg, Manitoba. My
wife and I along with my three youngest children soon
joined them in December 1988. My children attended

high school here, and by 1990 all seven of my children
and I resided here in Winnipeg.
Sr. Sana: How large is your extended family in
Winnipeg?
Abdenabi Moustarzak: My extended family here in Canada
consists of 28 people. I have 5 children here in Winnipeg;
Fatima, Khalid, Jamila, Azzedine and Bouchra. My son
Simohammed resides in Vancouver. All of my children
are married and I am blessed with 14 grandchildren;
Yousef, Raja, Amal, Anas, Ossama, Zineb, Ahmed, Amin,
Dania, Fatima Zahra, Aymen, Ayoub, Abrar and Malak;
all of whom I get to see almost every day.
Sr. Sana: Most of the people who come from Morocco
prefer to go to Quebec where French is the main
language. What made you choose Manitoba?
Fatima Moustarzak: My husband’s brother lived in
Winnipeg and he had been encouraging my husband to
join him for quite a while. Soon after we got married we
decided to move to Winnipeg, Manitoba. Despite the very
harsh winter we experienced, I fell in love with the city
and wanted to bring my entire family here.
Sr. Sana: Bouchra, you were very young when your
family migrated to Canada. How was your high
school experience? How do you think it differs from
your son’s, who is about to graduate this year?
Bouchra Moustarzak: Yes, I was 17 years old in 1988
when my family came to Canada. As soon as we arrived,
my older sister Fatima enrolled my brother and I at
Daniel McIntyre High School. To be honest, my first year
of high school was extremely difficult. My brother and I
were fortunate to go to high school together; however
the language and culture were so foreign to us and
we struggled to get used to it. There were only about

4 • MANITOBA MUSLIM

3 Muslims in the school (including us) and I was the
only one who wore hijab and was constantly picked on
by students. I remember on Eid day I wore a traditional
dress and one of the students started laughing at me
because I wore my “pajamas” to school.
I now have a son Ahmed who is graduating from high
school and Alhamdulillah his experience was far more
pleasant. Not only has the Muslim population in schools
increased, but people are now far more familiar with
Islam and Muslims. I think the majority of the credit goes
to the Muslim students who represent themselves so
well among their peers. It is great to see Muslim students
involved in school events, extracurricular activities and
enjoying the high school experience while maintaining
their Islamic values.
Sr. Sana: How was the Muslim community in Winnipeg
when you came and how is it different today?
Jamila Moustarzak: When we first came to Winnipeg,
there was a very small Muslim community; only a fraction
of our current community. We only had one mosque, the
Hazelwood mosque. Although we were small in number,
there was a really strong Muslim presence. There was
no division of ethnicities in the community; it was far
more cohesive. There was always a community event
happening whether it was a conference, sisters’ halaqa or
a children’s day camp. There was always an opportunity
for community members to get together.
I think now many people are busy with work, school,
family or even their own smaller communities. It makes it
more difficult to not only organize the events but to attend
them as well. However to this day, there are still many
community members who make great efforts to organize
camps, halaqas, carnivals and even sports clubs and
I encourage my children to be involved as much as
possible.
Sr. Sana: Brother Mustafa, you had an early career
in track and field and in June of 1992 you were
interviewed by the Winnipeg Free Press and
described as one of the “rising stars in track and
field history.” What sparked your interest in running?
Mustafa Moustarzak: My French teacher at my high
school one day suggested that I try out for the soccer
team. He knew I was from Morocco and that it was my
favorite sport and with his encouragement I tried out and
made the soccer team. About one month into soccer, one
of the track and field coaches was at one of our practices
and he pulled me aside and said that he wanted me to
start running for our high school track club. Prior to this,
I never considered doing track and field but because I
was new to the country and wanted to find ways to learn
English faster and make friends, I agreed. I had my
first track meet one week later at the Maxbell Centre at
the University of Manitoba where I ran in two separate
races. In the 1550m race, I placed second out of the all

the participating high schools and in the 3000m race I
came in first. I continued participating in matches and
Alhamdulillah would place in the top 3. I then switched
schools and started attending Sturgeon Creek where
I met my coach and mentor Larry Switcher. Under his
guidance I participated in several races across the
nation. One of the most memorable ones was the
Canada Games in Kamploops, British Columbia. I
trained to participate in the 1996 Olympics in Sydney
Australia, particularly the 5000 m and 10000m races but
unfortunately had to pull out due to an injury.
Sr. Sana: Zineb, you spent your elementary school in
Al-Hijrah. How was your transition from an exclusive
Islamic school to a public school?
Zineb Moustarzak: I am 17 years old and I now attend
St. James Collegiate High School. I started at Al-Hijra
Islamic School at the age of 4 when I could barely walk!
Al-Hijra has prepared me in many ways; it taught me
many things that I can’t get today in my public school.
From religion to respect, Al-Hijra Islamic School was
practically the building blocks of my religion and future.
When the time came for me to transition from a private
school where I practically grew up with everyone, to a
public school where I would have to start from scratch,
I was very nervous. It was difficult at first; I felt like a
deer between a group of lions! Within my first week I
realized that I was not going back to my small class
size with my everyday teachers. So I began adjusting
and like anything it was hard, but as soon as I began
opening up to everyone, they began to see me as one
of them. Thankfully, Al-Hijra prepared me for the biggest
issue-- the questions. Even today, there hasn’t been a
day where someone hasn’t asked me a question about
my religion or my way of life. I’m happy to say that I can
almost answer all of these questions. Yes, the transition
was difficult because there is an enormous difference
between the two schools.
Sr. Sana: Sister Jamila and Brother Fouad, you both
have been teaching at Al-Hijra Islamic School since
its inception. How do you view the progression of
the school over the years?
Sr. Jamila: When I first started teaching at the school
16 years ago, the only grades offered were nursery to
Grade 2. There were only about 7 staff members and
approximately 50 students. The school has certainly
come a long way since then. Now the Al- Hijra Islamic
School offers grades Kindergarten to Grade 9 and we
have over 200 students with some classrooms having
long waiting lists. The school facility now has a computer
lab and specialized teachers for specific subjects. I
think that the school has firmly established itself in the
Winnipeg Muslim community.
Br. Fouad: I think that the school has made great progress
in easing the transition of students from private schools
to public schools. Due to the school offering only grades
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Kindergarten to 9, most students end up spending their
high school years in an alternative high school. I think
that with the expansion of the school, bigger classrooms,
more students, facilities and programs, students will have
an easier time adapting to bigger public schools. Also,
in terms of academics, a huge focus has always been
placed on giving students the most enriched education
so that they can excel in whatever environment they are
later placed in.
Sr. Sana: Brother Abdenabi, you recently came back
from Morocco. How did it feel to spend Ramadan in
Morocco?
Abdenabi Moustarzak: Yes, we were very fortunate to
spend Ramadan in Morocco this summer. It has been
quite a while since I fasted in Morocco and for my
grandchildren it was their first time ever. Fasting in a
Muslim country during Ramadan is one of the greatest
experiences I think for youth or even adults who were
born or raised in Western environments. The atmosphere
allows you to feel the full magnitude of the holy month.
The shops and malls would close during the daytime
and open after sunset. The mosques would be so over
filled during Taraweeh prayer that people would pray on
the streets, and the streets would be alive after sunset.
Then Eid came along and it was exciting to celebrate Eid
as a nation and not just as a family. My grandchildren
told me that it was the highlight of their vacation and I am
really glad they got to experience it.
Sr. Sana: Azzedine, you have been culinary industry
for over 20 years now, how did you start and where
do you currently work?
Br. Azzedine: I first began my cooking career in 1989.
I started off as a kitchen aid at the Sheraton hotel and
went on to accumulate 7000 hours of cooking experience
so that I could become a certified chef. In 1990 I met
my wife Patricia. She had come to Canada in 1983 from
Portugal and converted to Islam after we married. We
then together opened up a restaurant on Princess Street
called Casa Blanca in 1993, where we specialized in
Moroccan dishes and served halal food. Soon after we
took over Kent Restaurant on Kent Street where we
operated for 10 years and catered for many community
events. It was very much a family business with my
wife Khadija and children Anas, Dania and Fatima
Zahra all very involved in running the restaurant. At the
restaurant we started a program for mentally challenged
children called Life Skills. We mentored the children and
provided them with skills and resources that pertain not
only to the kitchen but in their future careers as well. At
that time I also had a position at the Winnipeg Chamber
of Commerce as a head chef. Currently I work at the
Headingley Corrections Center as a trade’s chef. Not
only do I prepare meals for the inmates but I also teach
them basic to professional skills in the culinary field as
a rehabilitation process. With my authorization many

5

inmates have gone on culinary arts programs at Red
River College. I have been working in correction centers
for 10 years and I find my job greatly fulfilling.
*Sr. Sana Rana is an educator and a member of the Editorial
Board of Manitoba Muslim Magazine.

MIA (Poem)
Your events are great
Fireworks and bake sales
Good food and steaks
Nice speeches, mind shakes
Like a cheesecake in a china plate
You’re doing your best
Not easy, it’s a test.
Long hours, no rest
If it’s an issue of Imam
Or a matter of Ramadan
If it’s an issue of maintenance
Or a matter of finance
Solve it without tension
Change of Imam was not essential
We had other things to do
We should get out of this flu
Allah gave you this opportunity
Allah gave you this responsibility
Listen and stay close to your community
We want you to glow
We want you to grow
Continue your journey
Be it summer or snow
You are today’s teachers
Leave good examples for the future leaders
If there is any difficulty,
Get back to your lord
We are all his slaves
We all need his mercy
We all make mistakes
We all need to repent
May Allah give us strength
Unite, balanced, and patience
No one is here forever
Remember that.
Time is very clever
Shaheena Awan
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Articles
Prophet Mohamed in their eyes
“If greatness of purpose,
smallness of means, and
astounding results are the three
criteria of human genius, who
could dare to compare any great
man in modern history with
Muhammad? The most famous
men created arms, laws and
empires only. They founded,
if anything at all, no more than
material powers which often crumbled away before their
eyes. This man moved not only armies, legislations,
empires, peoples and dynasties, but millions of men
in one-third of the then inhabited world; and more than
that, he moved the altars, the gods, the religions, the
ideas, the beliefs and souls... the forbearance in victory,
his ambition, which was entirely devoted to one idea
and in no manner striving for an empire; his endless
prayers, his mystic conversations with God, his death
and his triumph after death; all these attest not to an
imposture but to a firm conviction which gave him the
power to restore a dogma. This dogma was twofold,
the unit of God and the immateriality of God; the former
telling what God is, the latter telling what God is not; the
one overthrowing false gods with the sword, the other
starting an idea with words.”
“Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior,
conqueror of ideas, restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult
without images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires
and of one spiritual empire, that is Muhammad. As
regards all standards by which human greatness may
be measured, we may well ask, is there any man greater
than he?”
Lamartine - Histoire de la Turquie, Paris 1854, Vol II, pp.
276-77:
“I believe if a man like him were
to assume the dictatorship of
the modern world he would
succeed in solving its problems
in a way that would bring much
needed peace and happiness.
I have studied him - the man and
in my opinion is far from being
an anti–Christ. He must be
called the Savior of Humanity.
I have prophesied about the
faith of Mohammad that it would
be acceptable the Europe of
tomorrow as it is beginning to
be acceptable to the Europe of today.”

George Bernard Shaw - The Genuine Islam Vol.No.8, 1936
“He was Caesar and Pope in one; but he was Pope
without Pope’s pretensions, Caesar
without the legions of Caesar:
without a standing army, without a
bodyguard, without a palace, without
a fixed revenue; if ever any man
had the right to say that he ruled by
the right divine, it was Mohammed,
for he had all the power without its
instruments and without its supports.”
Rev. Bosworth Smith, Mohammed and Mohammadanism,
London 1874, p. 92:
Poems in love of the Prophet
He slept on a mat of rushes,
But the crown of Chosroes lay
beneath the feet of his followers;
He chose the nightly solitude of
Mount Hira,
And founded a nation, law and
government;
He passed his nights with
sleepless eyes,
That his Millet might sleep on Chosroes throne
In the hour of battle, iron was melted by the flash of his
sword.
At prayer time, tears fell like drops of rain from his eyes.
In his prayer for Divine help, his Amen’ was a sword,
Which extirpated the lineage of kings.
He inaugurated a new Order in the world,
He brought the empires old to an end:
In his sight the high and the low were one,
He sat with the slave at table one;
He burnt clear the distinctions of birth and clan.
His fire consumed all this trash and bran.
By Allama Iqbal (Excerpts, translated)
Source: islamgreatreligion.wordpress.com
Muhammad
is
the
leader of both worlds
and both creations
(man and jinn).
And of both groups,
Arabs and no- Arabs.
Our prophet, the one
who commands (good),
forbids (evil). There is
none (parallel to him).
More truthful than him

in saying “No” or “Yes”.
He called (people) towards Allah, so those who cling to
him.
Clinging to a rope which will never snap.
He transcends the prophets, physically and in (noble)
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character.
For he is the one with whom, ended all outward and
inward perfection.
And then the creator of all creation chose his as (His)
most beloved.
He has no equal in his magnificence.
The jewel of (excellence) in him is indivisible.
How noble are the physical qualities of the prophet,
adorned with good character.
(Who) was vested with beauty and disguised by pleasant
temperament.
(He) is like a blooming flower in its freshness and the full
moon in splendor.
And the ocean in generosity and time its fearless
courage.
Even when alone, it appears sue to his grandeur.
As though (he is) in the midst of a large army and its
retinue.
It is like pearls well preserved in oysters.
From the two mines, of his speech and his smiles.
Excerpts from Al-Burda by Al-Bussairi (Translated from
Arabic)
From the saying of the Prophet
“Do not envy one another; do not hate one another; do
not turn away from another; and do not undercut one
another, but be you. O servants of Allah, brothers.”
“Fear Allah wherever you are, and follow up a bad deed
with a good one and it will wipe it out, and behave well
towards people.”
“There is nothing heavier in the scales than good
character.”
“Verily, Allah is Graceful and He loves Grace. Pride is
disdaining the truth (out of self-conceit) and contempt
for the people.”
“The believers whose faith is most perfect are those who
have the best character!”
“Modesty and faith are both companions: when one is
taken away the other is taken!”
“Do not consider any kindness insignificant, even
meeting your brother with a cheerful face (every act of
kindness is sadqa)!”
“Deal gently with a people, and be not harsh; cheer them
and condemn not”
“Whomsoever initiates a graceful tradition; shall be
rewarded as long as that tradition is sustained”
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“Appreciate five things before five others: Your Youth
before your Old age, Your Health before your illness,
Your Wealth before your Poverty, Your Spare Time before
your hard work and Your Life before Death”
From the manners of the Prophet
Gentleness:
Anas said: While we were in the mosque with Allah’s
Messenger (may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon
him) a desert Arab came and began to pass water in the
mosque. The companions of Allah’s Messenger said,
“Stop! Stop!” but Allah’s Messenger, “Don’t interrupt him;
leave him alone.” They left him alone, and when he had
finished, Allah’s Messenger called him and said to him,
“These mosques are not suitable places for urine and
filth, but are only for remembrance of Allah, prayer and
recitation of the Qur’an,” … Anas said that he then gave
orders to one of the people who brought a bucket and
poured water over it. (Bukhari and Muslim)
Concern for the people:
Abu Qatadah Haris Ibn Rib’i relates that the Holy Prophet
(may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) said:
I stand up for Prayer [Salat] intending to prolong it. In
the meantime I hear the wailing of a baby and I have to
shorten my prayer, being apprehensive lest my recitation
of a long verse may tell upon the baby’s mother. (Bukhari)
Tender heartedness:
Abdallah ibn Mas’ud said: Once the Holy Prophet (may
Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) asked me to
recite the Qur’an to him. I said: “O Messenger of Allah!
The Holy Qur’an has been revealed to you and you ask
me to recite it to you!” “It is my wish, “ he said, “that I
hear it from some other person”. So I began to recite,
beginning from the Sura an-Nisa, and when I reached
this verse: “But how (will it be with them) when, We
bring of every people a witness, and We bring thee (O
Muhammad) a witness against these,” (4:41). I chanced
to glance at his auspicious face and saw that tears were
rolling down from his eyes. (Tirmidhi)
Bravery:
Anas bin Malik reported that Allah’s Messenger (may
Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) was the
sublimest among people (in character) and the most
generous amongst them and he was the bravest of men.
One night people of Madina felt disturbed and set forth
in the direction of a sound when Allah’s Messenger (may
Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) met them on
his way back as he had gone towards that sound ahead
of them. He was on the horse of Abu Talha which had
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no sadle over it, and a sword was slung round his neck,
and he was saying: There was nothing to be afraid of…
(Muslim)
Consideration:
Anas bin Malik said, “The Holy Prophet (may Allah’s
blessings and peace be upon him) had the best manners
among all the human beings” (Bukhari and Muslim)
Sahl bin Sa’d Ansari reported that milk was brought to
the Prophet (may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon
him). He drank it. On his right was a boy and on the left
elderly persons. He said to the boy: If you permit, I shall
give first to these (on the left). The boy said: No, by Lord,
Messenger of Allah, I do not want to let anyone have my
share of what is left from your lips. Allah’s Messenger
then gave it first to him. (Malik)

Diplomatic Immunity is Sunnah
Dr. Ghanem Alwan Al-Jumaily
Musaylama ibn Habib was, like most members of his
tribe Banu Hunayfa, a Christian. He in fact studied
Theology and Latin in Jerusalem. While in Jerusalem
he learned from other priests of the impending arrival
of a new divinely inspired prophet, as prophesized
by Jesus Christ. He, and other priests like him, must
have entertained hopes that he would be the chosen
new prophet. Soon enough news of the prophethood
of Muhammad reached Musaylama in Jerusalem and
when he returned to his tribal homeland in Yamamah, he
found that a large number of his tribesmen had already
accepted Islam. This did not fare well for his ambitions.
He soon thereafter traveled to Medina where he refused
to give allegiance to the Prophet Muhammad unless
the latter agreed to share his prophetic career with him.
“Make me to you as Aaron was to Moses”, he demanded.
Naturally, Prophet Muhammad refused, and responded
to Musaylama that the “[leadership in the] earth belong
to God. He gives it to whomever He chooses”.
The story of Musaylama is well recorded in early Islamic
history. He returned to his tribal dwelling and claimed
to be a divinely inspired Prophet and he led his tribe in
rebellion against the nascent Islamic state in Medina.
As the crisis escalated, the Prophet Muhammad sent
an envoy to Musaylama, a man named Habib Ibn Zayd.
Habib was one of the early Muslims and was amongst
the 70 citizens of Medina to pledge allegiance to the
Prophet while the latter was still in Mecca.
Habib delivered the Prophet’s letter to Musaylama.
Upon reading the letter Musaylama became angry and
vengeful. He commanded that Habib be taken prisoner
and be brought back the following morning. The following
day, Musaylama demanded that Habib accept him as
a prophet. When Habib refused, Musaylama publicly

executed him by dismembering his body one limb at a
time.
This was the background in which the Prophet Muhammad
himself later received envoys from Musaylama. In a
hadith narrated by Imam Ahmad, on the authority of
Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud, “Ibn Alnawwahah and Ibn Uthal,
the two envoys of Musaylama, came to the Prophet
Muhammad [to deliver a message from Musaylama].
The Prophet directly asked them: do you bear witness
that I am the Prophet of God? They replied: ‘we bear
witness that Musaylama is the Prophet of God.’ The
Prophet Muhammad then replied: ‘I believe in God and
His messengers. Had I been one to kill envoys I would
have killed you.” Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud, the narrator of the
hadith then commented, “and thus it was established as
sunnah (prophetic practice) that envoys would not be
killed.”
What concerns us in this bit of prophetic history is
that the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him,
maintained his moral excellence and did not harm the
envoys of Musaylama in spite of the fact that the latter
had executed the Prophet’s envoy Habib.
This hadith became the foundation of an international
Islamic policy in giving safety to diplomatic envoys
between states, no matter how intense their differences
were. The Muslims remained faithful to this prophetic
sunnah throughout the ages, even when other states killed
Muslim envoys and messengers. Through this position,
Islam sought to establish the basis for international peace
and conflict resolution between states without resort to
armed force. As Muslims we should be proud in the way
our faith contributed significantly to the development of
ethics governing diplomatic relations.
As diplomatic relations entered the modern era, it
became necessary to regulate it internationally through
international conventions. The Prophet’s hadith
forbidding the killing of envoys and diplomats was the
basis on which these international regulations to protect
and give immunity to diplomats were established.
For example, article 29 of the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations of 1961 states the following
“the person of the diplomatic agent shall be inviolable. He
shall not be liable to any form of arrest or detention. The
receiving State shall treat him with due respect and shall
take all appropriate steps to prevent any attack on his person,
freedom or dignity.”
Other articles of the convention stated that the buildings
housing diplomatic and consular missions were inviolable
as well.
I recalled this anecdote with the Prophet while following
the unfolding events in many Islamic countries in reaction
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to a film produced in the US which supposedly was
insulting to the Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
upon him. It is indeed the right of every Muslim to feel
anger and disgust at those seeking fame or harboring
ill feelings who attack the Prophet’s noble character. In
fact, defending the Prophet’s character and his example
is a duty. This duty, however, must be carried out within
the following guidelines:

there is none is outlawed. This is so because of the
consequences of this “expression”. Similarly, legislation
to ban the defamation of religious figures is justified
because of its consequences. Countering that such
legislation limits free speech is not a genuine argument.
Several Western countries have legislation criminalizing
denial of the holocaust and France has recently added
similar legislation for denial of the Armenian massacres.

1. The civilized manner in which the Prophet encountered
Musaylama’s barbaric and violent actions is what
distinguishes Islam and Islamic conduct. Defending the
Prophet’s character must be done in a manner true to the
Prophet’s example. It is not fathomable that the Prophet
is defended in a way that violates his own instructions
and example. This would indeed go against the
commandments of God who says “whatever the Prophet
brings forth, then take it, and whatever he forbids you
from, then cease from it.” (Al Hashr, 7). The principle
of diplomatic immunity has clear roots in the Prophet’s
teachings and practice. A more effective response to
campaigns of defamation against the Prophet would be
to hold on ever more closely to his example, introducing
his teachings to the world and re-aligning our own
lives in accordance with his example and teachings.
This is the ideal response and it is far more superior to
momentary reactions. How many times have Muslims
demonstrated in similar incidents and lives have been
lost and properties destroyed?

The best guarantee for free speech is its responsible
use for the propagation of ideas and opinions, not its use
by hate mongers and fame-seekers to sow the seeds of
hatred and division. The price is often costly: the lives of
peaceful demonstrators and in this case, the American
diplomats in Benghazi as well.

2. Attacks on the Prophet started as soon as he declared
his prophetic mission over 14 centuries ago. The tribe of
Quraish accused him of being a sorcerer, a liar, mentally
unstable and seeking stature and position. These
accusations have never been successful in stemming
the growth of Islam. Evil, it seems, does not learn from its
own failure and these accusations have been repeated
throughout the ages, including the modern examples
of Rushdie’s Satanic Verses and the infamous Danish
cartoons.
3. Such accusations and attacks will continue. It is
incumbent upon the Muslim scholars to increase the
awareness of the Ummah so that future responses are
within Islamic guidelines. We must not fall in the very trap
that is laid for us. Our response must be in accordance
with the Prophet’s example and guidance, and not mere
emotional responses that allow opportunists to take
advantage of us and cause harm to innocent people.
These incidents should motivate reasonable individuals
and leaders across the world to work to establish an
“alliance of the virtuous” (hilf alfudool) to block the path
of those misusing freedom of expression to sow division
and hatred amongst peoples. This is not freedom of
expression. It is intellectual terrorism. In many counties,
screaming “fire” in a crowded public place when

*Rendered from Arabic to English by Dr. Idris Elbakri by
the permission of the author.

Reading: a dying art
By: Ammar Khatib*
In the first few Ayaat (verses) that were revealed, the
Prophet (PBUH) was commanded to “read”: “Read!
In the Name of your Lord, Who has created (all that
exists) (1). He has created man from a clot (a piece of
thick coagulated blood) (2). Read! And your Lord is the
Most Generous (3). Who has taught (the writing) by the
pen (4). He has taught man that which he knew not (5).”
(Surah Al-Alaq). The fact that the first Ayaat of the Qur’an
that were revealed instructed all Muslims to read, should
illustrate for us the significance of reading and seeking
beneficial knowledge.
Reading has been one of the most important means
of acquiring knowledge and benefiting from the
achievements and experience of others, in all times.
Naturally, people looked at reading as an essential
tool for developing and enlightening a person’s mind.
However, over the years the technological revolution
has changed many aspects of life. Nowadays, we have
what I often describe as “screeners” rather than readers;
in other words people who spend their time surfing the
internet and reading useless internet junk. Reading used
to be a means of seeking knowledge whereas now it
is considered a mere hobby which can be replaced or
forsaken.
As a teacher, I always try to encourage my students
to read and am often asked which books I would
recommend on various topics. Clearly, given the vast
amount of online and printed materials, we need to be
very selective. There are four topics or categories which
I strongly recommend:
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1-Qur’an and Sunnah: These are the two primary
sources of shari’ah and the basis of Islamic knowledge.
They contain the guidance and light which, if we hold
tight, we will never be misguided. The Prophet (PBUH)
said: “I have left among you two matters by holding fast
to which, you shall never be misguided: the Book of Allah
and the Sunnah of His Prophet”.
2- Poetry and Literature: Namely, well-written novels.
Reading these materials is essential for developing our
imaginations, language comprehension, and a deeper
understanding of emotions. Literature has the power to
transport us to worlds of grief and happiness, lands of
kings and queens, and break boundaries of both time
and space. Often, it also illustrates human emotions with
unique metaphors which can help us better understand
the human condition.
3- History: Personally I find it very interesting to read about
the rise and fall of civilizations, and the many lessons
they can teach us. As Muslims, we need to first study
and learn about how the Prophet (PBUH) established the
core of a great civilization that was built on the message of
Islam and spanned centuries. Furthermore, it is important
to recognize that the demise of civilizations is most

often preceded by moral bankruptcy and environmental
degradation. Also, a nation that is ignorant of its past is
one not capable of shaping its future.
4- Biographies: Many great people that have accomplished
much, made a difference to humanity, and gained wisdom
through trials during their lifetimes, have taken the time to
impart their years of experience to those willing to read.
This treasure must not be overlooked.
In conclusion, the main purpose of this short article is to
draw our attention to a necessary activity which we are in
danger of gradually deserting or forgetting. As teachers,
educators and parents, we need to take a major role in
teaching our younger generation the value of reading, as
well as how and what to read! The poet Joseph Brodsky
once said: “There are worse crimes than burning books.
One of them is not reading them.”

Ammar Khattib is an accomplished poet in Arabic language.
He is also a hafiz; he teaches Quran and delivers Khuttba
across the city.
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Spain: A History that Still Lives
By: Br. Rami El-Zayat*
My family and I had the pleasure of visiting Spain for
two weeks in the beginning of July this year and the trip
offered more than just memories. We traveled to as many
cities as we could in that short amount of time, staying
only a couple of days in some of Spain’s major cities
which included Barcelona, Granada, Seville, Cordoba,
and Madrid. Since describing every aspect of the trip
would take a number of pages, I instead would like to
share some of the gems I came out with from the short
visit.
Whenever a Muslim thinks of Spain, one of the first
things that usually comes to mind is the splendour
and magnificence of the Muslim empire in Al Andalus
which is now modern Spain. This trip, however, left me
with a different impression than what people, Muslims
in particular, normally have when thinking of Spain.
Granada, a city teeming with
old Muslim artefacts and
buildings, was one of the
cities that helped to shape my
impression. In Granada the
magnificent Alhambra palace
stands like a diamond among
rocks. It is a palace and fortress
complex built by a number of
caliphs over several years.
Inside the compound is a
palace, a fortress for the army
and gardens and greenery
stretching from one part of the
complex to the other. Inside
the palace, walls are covered with intricate carvings and
beautiful Arabic calligraphy. There is not a hand span that
is not covered with some form of decoration. Doors and
hallways lead to large, open courtyards containing pools
of water and fountains that fill the air with the soothing
sounds of splashing water. In a nutshell, the Alhambra
could be very much described as a paradise.
Although it is beautiful, the Alhambra palace cannot be
anything other than lavish splendor and luxury. The huge
palace itself serves no other purpose than for its beauty.
This alone started making me uneasy. However, this is
not the end of the story. To erect a palace and fortress
is one thing but the caliphs during the last few decades
of Muslim rule in Spain took things to a whole new level.
Instead of just a palace, Abdurahman the Third decided
to take it upon himself to instead build an entire city for
himself from scratch. With a whim and an order, the
caliph was soon given what he desired. An entire city,
named Medina Azzahra, was built for him. The city had
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“marble walls and ceilings of gold....Doors carved of ivory
and ebony led to sprawling gardens full of exotic animals
and sculptures made of amber and pearls”1. The city was
magnificent, beyond anything anyone had ever seen at
the time. After only less than 80 years, however, this city
became the target of robbers and plunderers who laid it
to waste. Although the city is in ruins now, the palace of
the caliph and many decorated pillars of marble scattered
throughout the city still stand. These ruins serve to show
an example, a far greater purpose than just for tourism.
These two main sites, the Alhambra and the Medina
Azzahra, really emphasize the luxury of the Muslim
empire at that time. To some people, this luxury
emphasizes their claim that Muslims really had it well
back then. As someone who experienced these sites
personally, however, I would say that this luxury and
extravagance was part of the reason for the demise of
the Muslim empire and the relatively easy conquest that
resulted in the expulsion of the Muslims from Spain. One
of the main fundamental teachings of Islam is its call to
the straight and middle path. Allah (swt) describes this
ummah as a middle nation, one
that does not go into extremes.
The lavish extravagance that
is found in the old Muslim sites
in Spain can be called nothing
but extravagant. The more I
witnessed the overindulgence
of these luxuries by the caliphs
and leaders of Muslim Spain,
the more I came to realize that
the downfall of the Muslims
in Spain would have been
inevitable. During that period,
sciences and religious studies
did flourish; I do not mean to take away from that.
However, the extreme over expenditure of the caliphs
and leaders of that era was not only unjustified, but it
also ended up getting the end that it had coming for it.
Among the many themes of this trip, the Islamic influence
of modern Spain was a very big one as well. The
transformation of Spain from Muslim land to Christian
land caused many changes both in the physical sense,
such as in buildings and landscapes, as well as the
psychological sense, such as in the minds of the people.
Mosques were converted to churches, fortresses and
palaces for Muslim caliphs became the palaces of
Christian kings and priests. Among the most magnificent
historic remnants of the Muslim past is the Cordoba
mosque/cathedral. The original intent of the building
at the time of the Muslims was for it to be a mosque,
the biggest and most lavish of its kind. Words cannot
describe the magnitude of the prayer area. Marble pillars
and columns ran from one end of the mosque to the other
and the mimbar decorated with gold inscriptions and
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Quranic verses. After the defeat of the Muslims however,
the mosque was converted to a cathedral and so was
filled with Catholic shrines and statues and the only thing
left was the mimbar. The physical changes have clearly
had an effect.
Something that was equally
obvious however, was the
psychological impact this had
on not only the people in the
past, but it also carried on to
the present as well. Among the
instances that really prove this
point was when my family and
I were entering the MosqueCathedral of Cordoba. Seeing
my mom with a hijab, the
security guard who was designated to take people’s
tickets asked us coldly if we were Muslim. Of course
from our appearance, the obvious answer was yes. The
security guard then tells us that we are forbidden from
praying inside the building. This came as a shock to us.
In this instance, the effect of the transformation of Spain
could be clearly seen in the mentality of the people. To
them, the building is no longer a mosque and may not be
used as one. Even in their records, the site is officially
called the Cathedral of Cordoba, making no reference
to the site’s Islamic history. The Spanish did not turn
the structure into a chapel, a place of worship for all
religions, or just a tourist attraction. Instead, the building
is now exclusively a cathedral with no tolerance for any
other form of worship other than the Catholic one. From
this, the second realization I had coming out of Spain
was that although the defeat of Muslims happened in the
past, the effects can still be seen today, albeit in more
subtle ways than before.
Spain is a beautiful country with beautiful scenery and
beautiful architecture as well as an interesting history.
From the trip, I can safely say that the experience has
taught me a lot about the past as well as the present.
Although I could not share all of the things I learned from
the trip, I hope the glimpse I gave is enough to give you a
basic understanding of my experience or at least created
within you a desire to go to the country yourself. In more
ways than one, a trip to Spain not only broadens your
scope of the world, but also of the past as well as the
present.
1 McLean, Renwick (2005-08-16). “Growth in Spain
Threatens a Jewel of Medieval Islam”. The New York
Times. Retrieved 2012-10-11.
*Rami El-Zayat is a leading youth activist
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Reports
The MIA Eid Carnival was a phenomenal success. The
event was attended by an estimated crowd of 4,000. It
was certainly, other than Eid, one of the largest, best
organized and most sophisticated event ever organized.
The MIA Events Committee has been planning for this
We also really enjoyed the fireworks display at the end
of the night. All though we slightly cheated and sat on
our deck, we got to sit there and watch a great display.
This was a great event, and we all enjoyed it.

event for months and its effort was greatly appreciated.
The event wasn’t only attended by members of the local
Muslim community, but also by non-Muslim mosque
neighbors, politicians and various individuals. The
following two testimonies summarize the sentiments of
many of the attendants of this event:

The next day the site was clean, no garbage, no
reflections of the previous
day’s events. It was great that
it was cleaned up so quickly”

A testimony of a
young sister:

A testimony of a non-Muslim
Mosque neighbour:

“I wanted to send a note just
to thank the MIA team for the
Eid Carnival.

“The event was very
well co-ordinated. We
saw signs about two
weeks before the event
happened and were
prepared that it would.
What we found was nice
is that a young man
actually came to our door
on the Wednesday before
the event and invited us
to the Festival, provided
us with a flyer and encouraged us to attend. This was
great because we didn’t know it was open to the public.

Subhanalla, I and few of my
friends who came were so
happy to see the beautiful
turnout and so amazed to see the amount of hard work
that was put in. Mashallah I have never seen so many
Muslims in one place in Winnipeg besides Eid Salah
and you could see how not just kids where having a
really good time but also the older people where having
a really good time.

Our house …. sits directly behind the mosque and
we saw the activity all day. They seemed very well
organized, and the security and parking patrol was
amazing to see. Our street was not affected at all and
we saw no effect on our immediate streets regarding
parking.
We took a walk around the mosque at 3pm where
our daughter … (14 months old) got to have her very
first bouncy castle ride. We also took her on the large
inflatable slide. She also loved the police horses and
seeing the Fire Engine. We spent about 45 minutes
walking around and enjoying the atmosphere.

Mashallah a few things that impressed me as the
‘’highlight’’ of the event was how there was the seating
arrangement outside with the food stalls, the really
well organized traffic control guards, the volunteers
hard work, overall mashallah I really at one point had
tears of joy in my eyes to see this event happening for
Winnipeggers. May Allah give us the Barakah to come
together in goodness more often like this.
Allah knows how much work was put in and with him
is all of your reward bithnillah.I just wanted to say
Jazakallahukheran Wa Kheyran Jaza to the whole
team.
I pray that Allah blesses you adunya wal aakhira and
make it easy on all of you for working so hard trying to
do so much for the Muslims in the city.”

Alsham Food Market
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1574 St. Mary’s Rd
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