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Editorial
Changing of seasons and recurrence of celebratory
events provide great opportunities for self-reevaluation,
reassessment and carving a new and more meaningful
direction in life. Imam Al-Shafi notes in one of his poems
that with change and movement comes greater benefits.
Stagnation in any aspect of life could be detrimental to
growth and greater achievement. Within a few weeks a
major change will take place in our day-to-day life. The
blessed month of Ramadan will be knocking at our doors.
Ramadan isn’t just a new month or a new experience;
Ramadan is a time to re-ignite, to reshape, to reconnect
and to come out of it with new vigor and spirit. Ramadan
gives us opportunities to heal our wounds, to rekindle
our relationships and to rediscover the best in our human
nature. The Manitoba Muslim Editorial Board wishes the
best for all our community members and may this month
bring joy and comfort to all.

Community
News
Births:

Br. Fouad Imam and his wife were blessed with a baby
boy named Amin.
Br. Saad Yahya and Sr. Amina were blessed with a baby
boy named Ahmed.

Br. Aladin Qasim and Sr. Heba were blessed with a baby
boy named Yousef.

Condolences:

Sr. Sajida Ali passed in February 2012. Sr. Sajida Ali was
the mother of Br. Mohammad Ali.
Sr. Kadoura Nhaidar passed away in February 2012. Sr.
Kadoura Nhaidar was the mother of Sr. Fatiha Elkhaoua.
Br. Mohamed Hassan, an elder from Somalia passed away
in Alberta. Br. Mohamed and his family are residents
of Winnipeg. He was in Alberta for a temporary work
continued on page 2

Words of
Revelation
Qur’aan
On Fasting
“O you who have attained to faith! Fasting is
ordained for you as it was ordained for those
before you, so that you might remain conscious
of God, [fasting] during a certain number of days.
But whoever of you is ill, or on a journey, [shall
fast instead for the same] number of other days;
and [in such cases] it is incumbent upon those who
can afford it to make sacrifice by feeding a needy
person. And whoever does more good than he is
bound to do does good unto himself thereby; for
to fast is to do good unto yourselves - if you but
knew it.”
Surah 2, verses 183-184

Hadith
On Ramadan
“Oh people! A great month has come over you; a
blessed month; a month in which a night is better
than a thousand months; a month in which Allah
has made it compulsory upon you to fast by day,
and voluntary to pray by night. Whoever draws
nearer (to Allah) by performing any of the (optional)
good deeds in (this month) shall receive the same
reward as performing an obligatory deed at any
other time, and whoever discharges an obligatory
deed in (this month) shall receive the reward of
performing seventy obligations at any other time. It
is the month of patience, and the reward of patience
is Heaven. It is the month of charity, and a month in
which a believer’s sustenance is increased. Whoever
gives food to a fasting person to break his fast, shall
have his sins forgiven, and he will be saved from
the Fire of Hell, and he shall have the same reward
as the fasting person, without his reward being
diminished at all.”
Narrated by Ibn Khuzaymah
Supplications of the Prophet (PBUH)
“Oh Allah, for Your sake I fasted and upon Your
provision I break it. In You I have believed and upon
You I have relied. Your mercy I have hoped for and to
You I turn”.
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assignment. He is survived by his wife and four boys.
Sr. Iffat Ara Khan passed away in April 2012. Sr. Iffat
Khan is survived by her husband Br. Anwar Khan and
children.
Sr. Fatima Mohamed passed away in April 2012. Sr.
Fatima migrated from Ethiopia many years ago and she
was the mother of Sr. Nuria, Br. Osman, Br. Abdulbasit
and grandmother of Asha and Ibrahim.
Sulaiman Peyawary passed away at the age of six in May
2012. He was the son of Sayed Abrar Peyawary & Sr.
Saliha Peyawary.
Br. Mohamed Mussa, an elder from Somalia passed
away in Ethiopia. Br. Mussa was a resident and was in
Ethopia for a vacation. He is survived by his wife and
five children.

On Fridays, a basketball night geared towards the
youth was initiated in the downtown area organized by
Islamic Social Services.

New programs:

A number of new halaqas and Quran classes were
initiated recently. Included among them is a Thursday
Quran class supervised by Sheikh Atef, a Friday Quran
class organized by Muslim Children of North America
chapter in Winnipeg, bi-weekly Tafseer of Quran halaqa
at Winnipeg Central mosque, bi-weekly English halaqa
at the Waverley mosque and weekly Saturday short
reminders after Maghrib at Waverley mosque.

Congratulations:
Humanitarian Award

Br. Abdul ElTassie was the winner
of the Canadian Red Cross Power of
Humanity Award for this year. The
award was presented at the Power
of Humanity Award Gala on May
24, at the Fort Garry Hotel. Br. Abdul
ElTassie is also a recipient of the ‘Order
of Canada’ and many other awards. He is the Chair of
the Al-Hijrah School Board and a respected elder of our
community.

Local Events
Seniors activities:

The Manitoba Muslim Seniors Association organized
a number of successful events over the last couple of
months. Included in the events was a CPR certificate
course as well many tea parties for the seniors at the
Waverley mosque and bowling activity.

Sports activites:

The Zubaidah Tallab Foundation continued organizing
monthly kids activites over the weekends in the Waverley
mosque. Bouncers of many varities were made available
for kids to enjoy and have fun.

Interfaith Youth Conference:

The Interfaith Youth Conference was successfully held
on February 26 at the Canadian Mennonite University
(CMU). The conference brought together youth from
various faith groups including Muslims with the aim
of fostering better understanding. It was organized
by Islamic Social Services, sponsored by various local
organizations and funded by The Winnipeg Foundation
and Manitoba Multiculturalism Secretariat.

CBC “Scene and Heard” event:

CBC hosted an event on March 14 titled “Scene and
Heard”. Featured in the event was the important works
of many Muslim sisters from the local community.
Participants included Srs: Nilufer and Saira Rahman,
Zahrah Ali, Nawar Masri, Aiman Syed, and Nadia
Kidwai.

An evening with Boona Mohamed:
Boona Mohamed, an award winning poet and writer,
was invited on March 23 for a lecture at the University
of Manitoba. The event was open to all and was
organized jointly by the AlMaghrib institute and
University of Manitoba Muslim Students Association.
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Meeting of leaders of local Muslim
organizations:

The MIA EC held its first meeting with the leaders of all
of the main Muslim organizations located in Winnipeg.
The purpose of the meeting was to establish a better
medium of communication and to collaborate and
coordinate better.

March community dinner:

Winnipeg Central Mosque
renovation:

The renovation of the WCM floor and change of carpet
was successfully completed in the month of April. The
WCM has also revamped its website with a new outlook
and added some additional features.

Fundraising bake sale and lecture
night:

A successful fundraising bake sale was organized on
April 6 at the Waverley mosque. All proceeds were
donated to MIA operations. On the same evening
a lecture event was organized by the MIA Events
Committee titled: The fabric of a healthy society, family
and individual.

On March 24 a community dinner was held at the
Waverley mosque. The dinner was jointly organized by
MIA, ISSA, WCM and other local Muslim organizations.
Invited to speak at the event was: Imam Abdullah
Antepli, Muslim Chaplin: Duke University/Adjunct
Faculty of Islamic Studies. The theme of his lecture was:
“Building A Healthy Community through Cooperation,
Collaboration and with Compassion”. The event was
well attended.

Muslims & Jews: Standing
together for an Inclusive Canada
workshop:

A workshop aimed to “build and develop bridges
of solidarity and understanding based on accurate
information, between Manitoba Muslims and Jews to
combat Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism proactively
through collaboration and cooperation” was held
on March 25 at the Hilton Suites. The workshop was
directed by guest speakers: Imam Abdullah Antepli and
Rabbi Or Rose, Director: The Center For Global Judaism
At Hebrew College. The workshop was organized
by Islamic Social Services, sponsored by various
organizations and funded by Manitoba Multiculturalism
Secretariat and The Winnipeg Foundation.

University of Manitoba Muslim
Student Association election
results:
President

Mohamad Hany Essam El Din

Secretary

Yumna Gill

Vice President
Office Manager

Nfaba Ghassama
Zaenab Saeed

Education commissioner Manar Elmekkawy
Treasurer

Ali Reza Almalaki

Media commissioner

Talha Wasif

Dawah

Adeel Paracha
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Fundraising dinner for Syria:

On April 21 a fundraising community dinner was held
at the Waverley mosque. The event was organized by
the Syrian Assembly of Manitoba. Invited speaker was
Br. Zaid Al-Rawni from Islamic Relief Canada. Close
to $33,000 in donations were collected for the victims
of violence in Syria. All donations will be sent through
Islamic Relief Canada.

Dawoud Wharnsaby’s concert:

On May 5 Islam Alive and University of Manitoba
Muslim Student Association jointly organized a concert.
The concert’s main performer was Br. Dawoud who is
a well known poet, educator and media personality. He
has many nasheeds on educating children on Islam.

Mother - Daughter Tea:

On Sunday May 13, a mother - daughter tea party was
held at the Winnipeg Grand Mosque. The program
included poem reading, storytelling, fashion show and
other recreational activities. All proceeds from the event
was donated to the Mosque.

Al-Hijrah Islamic school carnival:
Camp Awakening reunion:

Camp Awakening reunion evening was held at the
Waverley center on Saturday April 28. The aim of the
event was to bring together camp reunion participants
and their family. In addition to a light supper, the
program included speeches, displays and a bonfire on
the Waverley masjid grounds.

Islamic Social Services
Association’s workshop:

A four day workshop was organized by ISSA from
April 27 - 30. The workshop was geared mainly to
Muslim leaders, social service providers, mental health
professionals and Imams. Close to 30 participants from
across Canada attended the workshop.

Abyssinian Muslim community
conference:

The Abyssinian study group held a conference at the
University of Winnipeg on April 29. The aim of the
conference was to create awareness of the situation of
Muslims in Ethiopia, as well as fundraising for a radio
project. Various presentations by local speakers were
made. Close to $12,000 was collected.

The Al-Hijrah school carnival was held on May 26 at
the Al-Hijrah school. Students and their families, as
well as many other members of the community, enjoyed
the outdoor activities and programs. Various games,
entertainments and a variety of food were available.

MIA fundraising dinner:

The MIA fundraising dinner was held on May 26 at the
Waverley mosque. The dinner was attended by over
200 members of the community. The main speaker
was Dr. Muneer Al-Qasim from London, Ontario. The
fundraising was a great success. Close to $120,000 was
raised for the operations of MIA and maintenance of the
two mosques. Attending this event was former Federal
Justice Minister Mr. Otto Lang and his wife Justice
Debora McCawly.

VOLUME 12, ISSUE 4VOLUME
•6
12, ISSUE 4 • 5

ElTassi public lecture:

The first lecture of the ElTassi annual lecture series was
held at the University of Winnipeg on June 6. The invited
lecturer was Professor Amr Abdalla, Vice Rector United
Nations affiliated University of Peace in Costa Rica.

Announcements
The CMWI has moved:

Advertisement Rates
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The Canadian Muslim Women’s Institute (CMWI)
has moved to 61 Juno St. CMWI provides services to
Muslim women, offering nutrition, English conversation
and swimming classes to name a few. There is also
a community food pantry and gently used clothing
program. CMWI also offers interpretation and
referral services. If you are interested in volunteering
please call 204-943-8539 or send an email to
contact@cmwi.ca.
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Ramadan
Ramadan

Across

Across

Down

Down

2. This is the the celebration at the end of

1. To retreat in a mosque for an extended

5. After the sun sets, our fast is broken

3. It is Sunnah to break to your fast with

2. This is the celebration
end of it signifies
1. To retreat in a mosque amount
for an of time to pray and worship
the month at
of the
Ramadan,
theItfast
Allah
the month ofbreaking
Ramadan.
signifies
extended amount of time
toSWT
pray
breaking the fast.
and worship Allah SWT.

Down
1. ITIKAF
3. DATE
4. NINTH
6. FOURTH
8. SAWM

with
a meal
known
this fast
foodwith
5. After the sun
sets,
our fast
is as _______3. It is Sunnah to break your
broken with a meal known as
this food.
7. A prayer performed during the nights of
4. Ramadan is on the ______ month of
_____.
Ramadan that last between 8-20 rakats
the Islamic Calendar
4. Ramadan is on the ______
month
7. A prayer8.
performed
during
the
of
the
Islamic
Calendar.
This is the meal eaten before the sun
6. Among the five pillars of Islam, the
nights of Ramadan
that last
_____is dedicated to fasting during the
rises
6. Among the five pillarsholy
of Islam,
the
between 8-20 rakats.
month of Ramadan
_____
is
dedicated
to
fasting
during
9. The dates of Ramadan vary, moving
8. This is the meal
eaten before
the eleven days each
the holy month of Ramadan.
8. Muslims practice _____ for the entire
backwards
by about
sun rises year depending on the _______
of Ramadan
8. Muslims practice _____month
for the

Answer Key

entire month of Ramadan.

Across
2. EIDALFITR
5. IFTAR
7. TARAWEEH
8. SUHOOR
9. MOON

9. The dates of Ramadan vary,
moving backwards by about
eleven days each year depending
on the _____.
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Recipes
The blessed month of Ramadhan is soon upon us. As
well as being a deeply spiritual month, Ramadhan is
an exciting culinary time where family and friends
set aside their busy schedules to meet and enjoy
food and drink consistently for an entire month.
It can be argued that fasters are appreciative of all
foods at Iftar but let’s not fool ourselves, we all have
our favourite delicacies. The Muslim community
in Manitoba is a diverse population. One of my
personal favourite things about Ramadhan is the
opportunity to experience foods from different
regions of the world. The Quran reminds us that it
is our differences that make us special.
O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of
a male and a female, and made you into nations and
tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may
despise (each other). Verily the most honoured of you
in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous
of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well
acquainted (with all things). [49.013]

Dough:

2 cups floor
1/2 cup water
Pinch salt
1/2 cup milk
1 tsp butter
Filling:

2 cups spinach
2 eggs
2 cups cottage cheese
Other traditional Bosnian filling options include meat,
zucchini, potato, apple cinnamon and sugar.
Pre-heat oven to 500 degrees Fahrenheit.
The dough is made by combining flour, water and salt
and then kneaded to a soft smooth ball. It is then left
to rest 30 minutes. The texture should be that of play
dough. Then begins the artistry. The dough is rolled to
an impressively thin and huge size. Bosnians do not
generally use normal rolling pins, they have their own
very long and thin rolling pin.

So in that spirit of celebrating our different cultures,
I present a few wonderful recipes shared to me by
some generous cooks.

Bosnian Pita

Mernisa Hadzic shared with us a beautiful recipe for
Bosnian Pita (Pie). I promised her that I would attempt
this recipe on my own one day so I will try to keep my
word. Truthfully I found the artistry a little intimidating
and hope that I am invited to her lovely home more
often to enjoy Bosnian Pita made with her hands and
not mine.

Place rolled out dough on table with table cloth. Pour
some vegetable oil on the dough and brush the oil evenly.
Then the dough is further stretched by hand.
continued on page 8
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Pour the milk and butter mixture over all the Bosnian
pitas and enjoy.

The filling is placed on the sides and rolled once or twice.
Those long pieces are then curled and then placed in a
baking tray.

Spring Rolls

Jane Kinnarath’s ethnicity is a beautiful mix of Laotian,
Pakistani and Thai. She was one of the chefs behind
my favourite restaurant called Bangkok on Broadway.
Unfortunately the restaurant closed. I jumped at the
chance to visit her and learn a dish or two. She has a
wisdom of spices and flavours that her family and
friends enjoy thoroughly throughout the month of
Ramadhan. Below are the ingredients and instructions
for Spring Rolls.
Ingredients

The baking tray is then put in the oven for 10 minutes.
After the 10 minutes are up, keep the baking tray in
the oven and reduce the temperature to 350 degrees
Fahrenheit and let bake for a further 15 minutes. Remove
from the oven.

4 carrots shredded
2 cups vermicelli soaked in water 15 min
1 lb ground chicken
1 tblsp salt
1 tsp sugar
1 tblsp black pepper
1 tblsp oyster sauce
1 egg
1 tblsp all purpose flour
Few drops of water
24 Spring roll paper
Sweet chili sauce for dipping
In a large bowl add the cabbage, carrots, vermicelli,
chicken, salt, sugar, black pepper, oyster sauce and egg.
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Mix all of the ingredients very well with your hands.
Take special care to make sure the ground chicken is not
in clumps, it should be spread evenly throughout the
bowl of ingredients. Strain the mixture in the fridge for
two hours. This should reduce sogginess.

Community
Profile
Sister Sara Mahmood

By: Sr. Sana Rana

Make a paste mixture with the all purpose flour and a
few drops of water. Then, roll the filling in the spring
roll paper, about two teaspoons of filling at a time. Make
the rolls as tight as possible, using the paste to seal the
wrapper as you roll.

Sr. Sara Mahmood is a university student who volunteers
her time in the work of dawa and education. She served
as Vice President for the University of Manitoba Muslim
Student Association for one term. She was instrumental
in bringing the AlMaghrib classes to Winnipeg. She
continues to actively be involved in AlMaghrib seminars
and workshops. Here is a short profile of Sr. Sara.
Q: Tell our readers a little bit about yourself.
A: I was born in Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates.
I moved to Winnipeg with my family in 2007 in pursuit
of a better future. I completed my GCE O-Levels and
A-Levels in Abu Dhabi followed by an Associate Degree
in Computer Studies and Networking. Currently, I am
doing my Bachelor of Science degree from the University
of Manitoba and will be completing my degree this year
inshallah.
Q: What intrigued you to bring AlMaghrib to Winnipeg?

Heat a deep fryer to high heat. Place a group of rolls
(depends on the size of your fryer) into the fryer. Once
they float and are slightly brown they are done.
Serve with sweet chili sauce for dipping.

A: I used to listen to online lectures by various scholars
and different institutes, AlMaghrib Institute being
amongst the list. I was impressed by their unique style
of teaching (double weekend university style teaching
seminars) and knew that this was something that could
fit into the busy schedules of students like myself.
Moreover, mashallah, all their instructors are highly
qualified, well versed in what they teach and since most
of them are born and raised in the West, they can certainly
connect to the crowd and their issues with ease.
Q: Please tell our readers what AlMaghrib is.
A: AlMaghrib institute takes the traditional semester
long course, beautifully condenses it into five days, and
produces an Islamic educational experience that is unique.
Their aim is to empower Muslims, two weekends at a
time, to carry the message of Allah and His Messenger.
Alhamdulillah, AlMaghrib Institute currently has the
largest Islamic Studies student body in North America!
continued on page 10
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Al Maghrib seminars are fun, engaging and informationpacked. Seminars are presently conducted in over 30
cities across the US, Canada, UK, Malaysia, Indonesia
and Singapore. Attending a seminar means being
surrounded by energized students and being taught,
live and in person, by an AlMaghrib certified instructor.
Qabeelat literally means ‘tribe’. Each AlMaghrib chapter
in a city is grouped under a tribe. Here in Winnipeg
we are Qabeelat Thalj (Tribe of Snow!). The idea of a
Qabeelat system is to foster an atmosphere of unity
and belonging for students on the basis of knowledge.
Under AlMaghrib Institute, tribes become the defining
characteristic of organizational student bodies, and
every tribe is managed by the local members collectively.
As a result of such teamwork, an element of brother/
sisterhood is formed. Don’t worry, the tribal system
is totally “Halalified” into something Islamically
motivating where Qabeelahs strive to do everything
with excellence!
Q: Who was involved in the process of bringing
AlMaghrib here?
A: I worked closely with a very dedicated group of young
brothers and sisters who were equally excited about
bringing AlMaghrib Institute to the city. This wouldn’t
have been possible without them and the blessings of
Allah (SWT). May Allah reward them immensely for
putting in their time and effort into this worthy cause.
Ameen. We also did Shura with a few community leaders
who supported us all the way through the process.
Q: What steps did you have to take in order to bring
AlMaghrib here?
A: Lots of duaa for guidance and patience, purifying our
intentions and then working closely with each other for
the sole sake of gaining Allah’s pleasure. We did intense
marketing to see if the community was interested in
having AlMaghrib Institute as part of Winnipeg and
alhamdulilah the response was overwhelming. In
February 2010, we held our promotion event with Shaikh
Muhammad AlShareef and Shaikh Riad Ouarzazi. Over
350 people came to the event to show their support. We
then had our first seminar, A Heart Serene, in March of
2010 with Shaikh Riad Ouarzazi. Alhamdulilah since
then we have had 8 more seminars and each time, the
students are as excited to attend them as they were at the
beginning of our journey.
Q: What is your role with AlMaghrib?
A: Alhamdulilah I have had the opportunity to serve as
the Ameerah for AlMaghrib here in Winnipeg, known as
Qabeelat Thalj, for about a year. I am now working as the
marketing and logistics head for our Qabeelat.
Q: Describe your involvement with the University of
Manitoba’s Muslim Student Association.

A: I served as Vice President of U of M’s MSA from
2010-2011. Some of my key roles included catering to the
needs of the Muslim students on campus and creating
awareness on campus about the Muslim student body.
This was accomplished by working closely with the
President, team members, Muslim students and other
officials and student groups on campus.
Q: What are some of the projects you did as part of the
MSA?
A: It was purely a team effort where MSA worked with
other Muslim students and community members to put
up an amazing Islam Awareness Week. Alhamdulilah
this gained the attention of both the Muslim community
as well as non-Muslims on campus. As part of the Islam
Awareness Week, MSA and Qabeelat Thalj worked in
collaboration to put on a one of a kind event targeted
towards the Muslim Youth. It was titled “The Stranger’s
Tour” and featured Boona Mohammad, Baba Ali and
Shaikh Navaid Aziz for the first time ever in Winnipeg.
Alhamdulilah, it was a huge success and we were sold
out with more than 200+ attendees. A huge jazakallah
khairan to all the volunteers and community members
who dedicated their time and effort.
Q: What are some of your future goals for yourself and
the community?
A: Inshallah I am aiming to go into the education field
after I have completed my degree. One of many long
term goals is to work with members, leaders and other
organizations of this community to come up with better
and consistent programs that the community can benefit
from – especially the youth. The list is pretty long but
I believe for now my aim is to bring about a sense of
brotherhood in the community. It is only by working
together and forgetting our differences that we can
become better Muslims and leave behind a legacy that
the future generation can benefit from inshallah. May
Allah make us among those that people benefit from –
Ameen.
For more information on AlMaghrib and upcoming
seminars, please visit www.almaghrib.org/winnipeg.
*Sr. Sana Rana is an educator and a member of the Editorial
Board of Manitoba Muslim Magazine.
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Articles
Halal but not religious
By: Dr. Idris Elbakri*

In preparing for a trip to China to attend the World
Congress on Medical Physics and Biomedical
Engineering, many friends and colleagues warned
me that I will have a hard time finding food to eat. In
addition to the stark differences between the diet I am
used to (North American and Middle Eastern) and the
Chinese diet in its many variations, friends warned
of the lack of Halal options for food. The Chinese are,
largely, not people of the book and I was warned of
inadvertently eating pork, cat or dog meat.

A famous Halal establishment in Beijing

So, upon arriving in Beijing, I set out on a hunt for halal
restaurants. It was not too hard to find them through a
search on the internet or from talking to colleagues at the
conference. There were several “Muslin” restaurants, as
the Chinese called them.
For my first “Islamic” dinner, I went to a famous halal
establishment, over 150 years old. This was a restaurant
famed for all the dignitaries that it hosted. A huge sign
on the entrance read, “The Islamic Restaurant”, in
Arabic. This was encouraging enough. Upon entry, two
Chinese young women, wearing short dresses, which
did not strike me as too Islamic, received me. As I took
my seat and started to ponder upon the menu, which
was in Chinese, Arabic and English, I looked around me.
This interior design of this place was very Chinese and
upscale, and many locals were eating there at the time,
which was encouraging. My eyes stopped at one corner
of the 2000 square foot establishment, where I thought
I saw a bar of alcoholic beverages. I looked again and
looked around some more, and indeed, there were
several tables where the clients were consuming alcohol.
I started to have doubts that this was really a halal
establishment, but I eventually gave in and enjoyed a
meal of grilled duck and mutton tail.
The following night I was invited by a Malaysian
contingent at the conference to join them at another halal
restaurant. The emblem at the entrance of this restaurant,
also quite upscale, read “There is No God but Allah” in
Arabic, which again assured me of the authenticity of
the religious experience I was seeking. Again, the food
was good, and the alcohol and beautiful Chinese girls
abundantly available. We did not have any, in case you
were wondering.

The entrance advertises “The Islamic Restaurant”
in Arabic.

The testimony of faith at the entrance
of an “Islamic” restaurant.
continued on page 12
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This experience and the quest for Halal food reminded
me of a lecture I heard once at an Islamic convention
in North America. The speaker posed a challenging
question: will the pages of our lives as Muslims in North
America read like those of everyone else, except with
an emblematic “Bismillah” at the top or will they truly
reflect the values of our faith?
I do not judge the proprietors of those restaurants. I
know nothing of them. However, I found the “Islamic”
restaurant with the shahadah advertised at its entrance
symbolic of the challenge of living as a Muslim minority.
It reminded me of the many corner stores owned by
Palestinians throughout the US who sold liquor in the
poorest neighborhoods and then came to the Friday
prayers and bankrolled the mosques of the suburbs.
In a couple of days I hope to explore the Islamic quarter
in Beijing. Insha Allah there I will not only find Halal
food, but also the religion practiced in its values and
ethics, which I believe is more important than the way in
which lamb ended up on my dinner plate.
Dr. Elbakri, is a former President of Manitoba Islamic
Association.

Where are the Youth?!
By: Rami Elzayat*

“What are you doing for your community?” This is a
question whose answer might not be pleasing to many
people. What is your answer? Is it something to be proud
of? If it isn’t, why not?
It seems like the latest trend for people, especially the
youth, is to just sit and take everything the world throws
at them with acceptance met with silence. These people
are like robots; they do not question the status quo, they
do not think about alternatives, they do not think beyond
their personal life because the only thing they care to
do is to care for themselves. This mentality must stop,
especially among the youth. We, the youth, have the
power to do things. We have the gift of youth, of strength,
of thought! We are not sheep to sit idle in front of our
computer screens while there are problems in the world.
Is it not time for the leaders to step up? What makes a
person a leader? Is it his/her knowledge? Is it the amount
of information he/she has? Is it the grades? Of course
this is not so. A leader is one who takes initiative, one
who gets his or her voice heard, one who is the cause of
change. A leader is one who is able to realize that there is
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a problem and, when no one else tries to address it, he/
she is the one to address it. Leaders are self-motivated
because the only thing that drives them is the betterment
of the Ummah and the reward from Allah (swt).
As Muslims it is our responsibility to be change-makers,
to be people who make change happen. Allah (swt)
tells us in the Quran that we are the best nation that has
arisen FOR the people! Why do we not act that way?
Why, when the need arises, can we not find a handful
of youth to fill leadership positions in the community?
Why are we not active in our schools, our communities,
our masajid? As a group, we, the youth, have the
potential to be the shakers and movers, the people who
cause change. We can’t cause change if we are too busy
submerged in changing our Kill/Death ratios in Call of
Duty and Battlefield 3. We can’t cause change if all that
preoccupies our mind is Drake’s new album. We can’t
cause change if the only change we care about is buying
those new Nikes. We can’t cause change if all we care
about is ourselves and our own personal comfort.
So what is the point of all this anyway? I want to tell you,
the youth, to make the most out of your lives and to “live
life to the fullest” as people often say, but don’t actually
put into practice. The time you have on earth is slowly
going down. As a scholar of the past said, you are no
more than a number of days and whenever a day passes
a part of you is gone. Do you want to leave this world
without having done anything meaningful in your life?
I am telling you to live life by being the most helpful
in your community because that is what will ultimately
benefit you after you are dead and gone. As the Prophet
(pbuh) said, “A Muslim who meets with others and
shares their burdens is better than one who lives a life of
seclusion and contemplation.” (Sahih Muslim)
“How do I become this active?” is probably a question
you’re asking yourself right now and, although I don’t
have the full answer, I can tell you something that
worked for me. The answer is to just do something!
That’s it. Go out and do something, anything. Gain
experience. Is there something you don’t like about the
way your school handles garbage? Do something about
it. Is there something you would like to see happen in
the masjid? Get the ball rolling (literally, you can start
a basketball team or something) and start something
yourself! If you don’t know how to get things started it
is your responsibility to step up and find those people
who can help you. No one will beg you to help them
so if you really want to be the cause of change you will
have to do the work yourself. Remember, people don’t
choose leaders, leaders choose the people. Once you
take the necessary steps towards doing something in
the community, with the help of Allah (swt) you will
get what you want both in this world and the next. Try
and keep this in mind, “By the time, indeed man is in

a state of loss. Except for those who have believed and
done righteous deeds, and advised each other to truth
and advised each other to patience” (Surat Al Asr 1-3).
*Br. Rami Elzayat is a student and a local youth activist.

The Current Ethiopian Muslims
Movement
By: Brs. Abdella Said and Abdo Mitiku

In Islamic history and tradition, Ethiopia (Abyssinia) is
known as the “Haven of the First Migration or Hijra.”
For Muslims, Ethiopia is synonymous with freedom
from persecution and emancipation from fear. Ethiopia
was a land where its king, Al-Najashi, was a person
renowned for justice and in whose land human rights
were cherished.
The meaning and the significance of “Hijra” is embodied
in the Islamic calendar. Since its inception, the Islamic
calendar represents a history of perpetual struggle
between truth and falsehood, faith and blasphemy,
freedom and oppression, light and darkness, and
between peace and war.
The first migration [Hijra] of the companions and
relatives of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings
be upon him) to Ethiopia celebrates the birth of freedom
of expression and beliefs. All of this is buried in the
history books. The current Ethiopian Muslim movement
is lighting again to remind us of our past history about
tolerance, democracy, freedom.
For more than four months, Ethiopian Muslims have
been protesting against the “forcefull introduction of
Ahbashism Campaign” supposedly masterminded
by the government and the Higher Council of Islamic
Affairs in Ethiopia (called “Majlis” in short). The protests
usually take place on Friday after the completion of
“Salatul Jum’a” (Friday Prayer). Slogans like “We want
our rights! Stop Ahbashism campaign! The people want
the Majlis to step down! Allahu Akbar!!” have become
formal mottos of the public at an Islamic school in the
capital City -Addis Ababa - by students who oppose the
unfair dismissal of their instructors by Ethiopian Islamic
Affairs Supreme Council (EIASC)-Mejlis.
The students’ opposition was followed by the support
of thousands of people coming to attend every Friday
prayer in the school compound. Though the movement
was triggered by the dismissal of the instructors it was a
long standing demand of Ethiopian Muslims to replace
the council members through proper election with respect
to Islamic values and principles. Above all, the Muslims
were angered by the action of the council supported by
continued on page 16

MELT 3.64 INCHES OF FAT
IN 2 WEEKS GUARANTEED!
FACTS backed by FDA Level 1 Clinical Trials,
Physicians and RESULTS!
GRAND OPENING
RECEIVE $1000
GIFT CERTIFICATE
FIRST 5 CLIENTS
ONLY!

 FDA Approved in Double Blind Clinical Trials
 Over 65,000 Successful Treatments in Canada
 ZERO pain & ZERO downtime
MAJOR MEDIA FEATURES ZERONA® BREAKTHROUGH

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION FROM A PHYSICIAN ON REQUEST

ZERONA

®

CANADA

LICENSED PROVIDER

FAT REDUCTION • ANTI-AGING • PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENT

909 Dorchester Ave
(corner of Stafford and Dorchester)

204.415.4335
www.zeronacanada.ca

16 • MANITOBA MUSLIM

the government to bring a group of people from Lebanon
to indoctrinate the Ethiopian Muslims with their version
of Islam. This group represents a religious sect based in
Lebanon called Al-Ahbash a.k.a. Association of Islamic
Charitable Projects whose creed and other religious
thought is very controversial and deviant from the
mainstream Islam. The group, supported by the Mejlis
and the government, conducts lectures in every part of
the country including government owned non-religious
colleges and universities. Muslim students are forced to
attend the lectures. Masjid imams and muazzines are
also forced to attend the lectures otherwise they lose
their position. Recently, policemen killed seven people
when they tried to arrest the imam in the masjid. The
imam is known to oppose the Al-ahbash group.
The main demand of the movement is to replace the
current Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme Council
(EIASC) with properly elected members. After longtime
struggles with the previous governments, EIASC was
established in 1994 representing all Ethiopian Muslims.

Welcome to my Garden
By: Sr. Safiya Thiessen*

tending a garden is not only a way for us to add to our
scale of good deeds, but it can also increase our Imaan
and bring us closer to Allah ‘Azza wa Jal.
My general philosophy in planning my garden has been
that it is not enough for the plants to simply be pretty
to look at; they must be useful in some other way. This
means that if some part of them is not edible for us, they
must provide an important ecological function (other than
producing oxygen). Aside from my vegetable garden, I
have focused on planting native perennials. I struggle
to understand why people continue to plant species that
have no business being in the Canadian prairies, when
we have so many attractive and useful plants native to
this area. There are many advantages to planting native
species. Although some of them are rather unimpressive
in their first year or two, as in life a little bit of patience
can really pay off in the long run. Many wildflowers and
grasses are quite stunning and once established, most
of these plants require much less care than non-native
plants. Their roots are often much deeper and more
extensive so they are fairly drought resistant and require
less frequent watering. Usually I weed really well at the
beginning of the season when the plants are still fairly
small and once they have grown in there is no room left
for the weeds. This way I have a beautiful garden with
the minimum amount of work.

There’s something about the ability to grow my own food
and witness the miracle of a plant maturing from a small
Furthermore, most prairie species are decreasing in
seed into something that we can use to sustain ourselves
numbers due to loss of habitat, so incorporating them
that I find intensely appealing.
into gardens is one way to
Not only is there a sense of
increase their numbers. Many
personal
accomplishment
also provide essential food for
in having had a hand in this
rare butterflies or songbirds,
process, but it borders on a
and organizations that promote
spiritual experience because
prairie plants (such as the Living
it draws my attention to the
Prairie Museum or Prairie Flora)
bounties that Allah (SWT) has
have kits available to help you
provided for us. Our modern
plant a garden that will attract
lifestyle is so divorced from
these animals. Swamp Milkweed
nature that it takes real work
is an essential host plant for
to remind myself of this, and
A humming bird visits bright yellow caterpillars of the Monarch
gardening brings the natural
Gaillardia flowers. (Source : Prairieflora.com) butterfly and it produces
processes that we all depend
dazzling clusters of tiny bright
upon right into our backyards.
pink flowers. Another favourite
of mine is the Ground Plum.
In fact, Islam encourages us to
This rare prairie plant grows
garden. In the authentic hadeeth
low to the ground with spikes of
narrated by Anas bin Malik, the
bright purple flowers from May
Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
to June. While these flowers are
said, “If any Muslim plants
beautiful in rock gardens, they
any plant and a human being
also attract butterflies in spring
or an animal eats of it, he will
and produce an edible fruit that
be rewarded as if he had given
looks a little like a small plum,
that much in charity.” (Sahih
but tastes like a sweet cucumber!
Al-Bukhari, Vol. 8, Book 73, No.
The easy to maintain Giant
A
butterfly
rests
on
a
cluster
of
Swamp
41). In my opinion, sowing and
Hyssop, a relative of mint, on the
Milkweed flowers. (Source: Prairieflora.com)

VOLUME 12, ISSUE 4 •VOLUME
6
13, ISSUE 2 • 17

other hand grows up to five feet tall with large spikes of
purple flowers. This plant attracts butterflies and birds
(including humming birds) and makes delicious tea
that reduces inflammation. I could write pages on the
wonders of my favourite native plants, but you can find
out about them for yourself by visiting the Living Prairie
Museum on Ness (www.winnipeg.ca/publicworks/
naturalist/livingprairie) or the Prairie Flora website,
www.prairieflora.com.
Here in Manitoba, we are blessed with a number
of unique and remarkable plants that are becoming
increasingly rare. We can be part of conserving these
plants by incorporating them into our gardens. By doing
so, we not only contribute to their persistence, but also
to that of other species that rely upon them. I believe this
is an important part of showing our gratitude to Allah
(SWT) for all that He has created. As native grasslands in
Canada disappear due to encroachment by housing and
agricultural development, it is incumbent upon us all to
work to protect them.
“And do not do mischief on the earth, after it has been set in
order...” (Holy Qur’an, 7:56)
* Sr. Safiya Thiessen is a recent graduate with a B.Sc. in
Environmental Science. She has keen interest in natural
and ecologically sustainability issues.

The Virtues of Ramadan

Abu Hurairah reported that the Prophet, upon whom
be peace, said: “The blessed month has come to you.
Allah has made fasting during it obligatory upon you.
During it, the gates to Paradise are opened and the gates
to hellfire are locked, and the devils are chained. There
is a night [during this month] which is better than a
thousand months. Whoever is deprived of its good is
really deprived [of something great].” This is related by
Ahmad, an-Nasa’i, and al-Baihaqi.
‘Arfajah testifies to this: “We were with ‘Utbah ibn
Farqad while he was discussing Ramadan. A companion
of the Prophet entered upon the scene. When ‘Utbah saw
him, he became shy and stopped talking. The man [the
companion] spoke about Ramadan, saying: ‘I heard the
Messenger of Allah say during Ramadan: “The gates of
Hell are closed, the gates of Paradise are opened, and
the devils are in chains. An angel calls out: ‘O you who
intend to do good deeds, have glad tidings. O you who
intend to do evil, refrain, until Ramadan is completed.’”
Muslim relates that Abu Hurairah reported the
Prophet saying: “The time between the five prayers,
two consecutive Friday prayers, and two consecutive
Ramadans are expiations for all that has happened
during that period, provided that one has avoided the
grave sins.”

Abu Sa’id al-Khudri reported that the Prophet, upon
whom be peace, said: “Whoever fasts the month of
Ramadan, obeying all of its limitations and guarding
himself against what is forbidden, has in fact atoned for
any sins he committed before it.” Ahmad and alBaihaqi
related this hadith with a good chain.
Abu Hurairah reported that the Prophet, upon whom be
peace, said: “Whoever fasts the month of Ramadan with
faith and seeks Allah’s pleasure and reward will have his
previous sins forgiven.” This hadith is related by Ahmad
and the compilers of the sunan.
Excerpts from Fiqh us-Sunnah, by Syed Sabiq, Volume 3,
Page 109.

Willing to Excel
By: Shaden Mohamed

Tantalizing aromas of freshly baked bread; tender meats
and roasted vegetables; sweet and sour sauces of all
sorts; clattering cutlery amongst an array of voices...
This is all too familiar for a Muslim family who busy
themselves preparing for ‘Iftar’ - the dinner that marks
the breaking of a religious fast.
During the holy month of Ramadan, millions of Muslims
from around the globe will undergo a physical and
mental abstinence known as fasting. From the time
dawn breaks in the morning, until the time the sun sets
at night, Muslims will refrain from eating or drinking,
partaking in sexual activity, speaking or acting in an
obscene manner, or indulging the mind and heart in
things other than the remembrance of Allah. In other
words, for a period of 30 days, Muslims will focus on
devoting themselves to steady prayer and self-control.

Muslims rise to the challenge

This period of self-denial requires an incredible force of
willpower, and yet millions of Muslims worldwide will
rise to the challenge. The most addicted of smokers will
give up their habits in order to comply with the rules of
fasting. Those like myself, with a strong relationship to
all things chocolate, will ignore the glistening shimmer
of a glazed doughnut and wait patiently for sundown to
indulge in sugary sweets. Even those with the occasional
outburst of road rage will simply grit their teeth and
mutter the words ‘”Please watch out Mr. cut-me-off”
rather than the usual ‘‘friendly’’ greeting.

Why only in Ramadan?

This determination to better one’s self as a Muslim and
humanitarian is so strong that one cannot help but feel
proud at the accomplishment. For 30 days I can experience
continued on page 18
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the joys of belonging to a community who pray, fast and
break fast in unison. I can sympathize with those who are
less fortunate than myself by suffering as they suffer. I can
act on this sympathy by fulfilling my duty and paying a
donation to the poor, providing a meal for people in need
and physically making a contribution to assist others.
And so I begin to wonder: why should such
accomplishments prevail only in Ramadan? Why can’t
it be ‘Ramadan’ all year round so to speak? As I sit by
my colleague, who nervously bends a paper clip in the
hope of quashing his nicotine craving, I realize that as
the holiest month in the Islamic calendar, ignoring the
obligations of Ramadan would cost more than the puff
of a cigarette.

Determining priorities

The spiritual blessings received during Ramadan are
so great that even those most distant from their faith
will surrender to God. Living in a city as diverse as
Sydney, some will often be influenced by a culture
not of their own. It may be choosing to live a lifestyle
which is contradictory to the Islamic ideal. It may be the
preoccupation with achieving a ‘status’ of importance in
order to obtain respect and gain a voice within the wider
community. It may even be as simple as changing the
radio dial in one’s mind - from highly focused on your
duties as a good Muslim, to preoccupation with surviving
a hectic day at work and home. Whatever the choice, it
is up to the individual to determine his or her priority
in life, and fulfill it with only the fear of judgment by a
higher power.
Unfortunately for some, keeping up appearances in front

of fellow Muslims in order to live by a different set of
standards seems to be the solution. Always looking over
their shoulder, always worrying about getting caught
in an act of indiscretion. This façade seems to provide a
superficial sense of ‘freedom’ and yet, as a Muslim, the
only consequences they should fear are those which come
from God. Perhaps a sense of duty is intensified during
Ramadan, for there is no other explanation for why this
façade comes to a halt only during this time of the year.

Attaining humility all year round

Those who focus on attaining that level of humility all
year round should be applauded for their strength of
character and responsibility for choosing to live without
being ashamed of their identity as Australian-Muslims
or for being more concerned about how God perceives
them rather than bow to external pressures from society.
Most of all they should be applauded for setting an
example to all those channel surfers who display an
outstanding force of willpower and yet do not go the
extra mile unless asked to do so.
It is this which highlights the true beauty of Ramadan
- its ability to unite a community and people, and to
encourage an attitude of peace and generosity. If excelling
as a faithful believer and good humanitarian for 30 days
reaps such rewards, then it would only be a disservice to
ourselves to keep such behaviour dormant for another
335 days of the year. So as I pass by the bakery and look
at that doughnut, I learn that simplicity is the key to a
good life - I can have my cake and eat it too.
Source: Zawaj.com
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Letter to the
Community
By: Br. Ashmede Asgarali*
The Manitoba Islamic Association (MIA) has come to
another crossroad in its long and storied/gloried history
where the Islamic leadership (Imam) of the community
is concerned. We seem to have a love-hate relationship
with any Imam that is recruited by our community.
Incidentally, my personal thoughts have always oscillated
around the benefits of an Imam (marriage/counseling/
dawah/education of Muslims to name a few etc.) versus
why do we need a formal Imam? I questioned where the
hierarchy of Imamship comes from? We are supposed
to be different from Judaism and Christianity in that we
have no formal clergy, so how did it evolve in Islam?
In my Trinidad culture, past Imam’s were always
dedicated people who had other jobs; often low paying
but were “devout” persons who did all of the duties
of an Imam in our communities pro bono. They were
“remunerated” for service when individuals paid them
for their service, and when I say paid, I mean they
generally got a pittance as payment, but I digress. The
new crop of Imams are formally educated in Islamic
countries and/or at institutions of higher learning and
it’s their full time job to be an Imam.
We all know who the Imams of the MIA past were and
although I personally only knew one of them, it seems
that they all go through a honeymoon phase, followed
by a period of community indifference followed by a
“we have to get rid of him no matter what”, because he
is no longer connected with the community/he does not
understand us/he is too arrogant/he is corrupt because
of conflict of interest/he was not born here/he is ArabPakistani-African (pick a country and we do not like the
Imam if he is from there, or so it seems) etc..
This usually means that the Imam has finally run afoul of
some of the Muslims and/or the EC in our community.
I don’t mean afoul of the MIA membership because the
paid membership fluctuates with time, but who are
the so-called majority of Muslims in our community?
Is it the vocal minority or is it a vocal majority, is it the
influential or the people who just go to masjid and don’t

get involved in the politics (silent majority)? Either way,
to the people who do not want him, they are convinced
that the majority of the people no longer want the Imam
and they may be right, but no formal referendum is ever
carried out/no community meeting is held.
Our community is evolving and some feel that their
needs are not being met. They want an Imam of their own
choosing, one who meets their values/ideology/school
of thought thinking/one who they feel understands
them and that list too goes on and on.
To my limited understanding, our current Imam; Shaikh
Hosni Azzabi was recruited by, and for the community
several years ago as the community Imam in a welter
of great positive publicity and given a contract for the
job that was supposed to protect him from the vagaries
of community like/dislike. He did not go through a
competitive process to obtain his job and that irks some
but it’s a fact that he was brought here to be the MIA
Imam.
Unfortunately, like all previous Imams, he seems to have
reached the end of the community rope where the “vocal
majority/minority” are saying that we do not want him
anymore. Both parties are convinced that they have more
than done their part to meet the other more than halfway.
Although there were some rumblings of disaffection
in prior years, the previous EC administration and its
unusual governance tactics/strategy which generally
ignored democratic principles, laid the groundwork
for the current state of affairs. As a Muslim friend of
mine said, the movement to remove Shaikh Hosni
started moving like a glacier then; so slowly as to not
be noticeable but like a glacier it grinds everything in its
path to dust and therefore the outcome was inevitable.
It’s sad that a man of such learning and such personality
to those of us who like him is not more well-liked by
the community. It is sad that we do not see a more
vigorous outpouring of compassion in considering the
impact of the EC decision not to renew his contract on
his family/four kids and to those who need his services
as a counselor etc.
The EC has posted the position of Imam so that means
if Shaikh Hosni wants to remain as Imam, he will have
to compete for the job. There are pros and cons to this
approach. The pros include the fact that if he is the best
candidate, and wins the job, no one can complain about
how and why he got the job. The cons are also many
and include the fact that he may compete against people
who are willing to work for less money and what if we
get someone who is liked even less than the incumbent,
although for all practical purposes, he is no longer the
incumbent as he has been advised that his contract will
not be renewed. One knows that the EC has a difficult job
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to keep everyone happy and that no matter what decision
they make with reference to Shaikh Hosni , some element
of the community will be upset.... even a community
decision will upset some of the people who were not
able to have their ideas supported by the majority, but
in a democracy, majority decision/vote rules and the EC
represents the members and has the authority to make
decisions for the benefit of the community. So where am
I going with this? We are risking the loss of a man from
our community who I like and probably in keeping with
Br Louay’s words, a man whom I love for the sake of
Allaah, a man who has earned my trust/respect who,
in my opinion has done a great deal for this community.
Yes this note may cause much angst and dismay among
my Muslims brothers and sisters who have an entirely
different opinion of him, but I wanted to publicly
go on record that I will miss him and I think that our
community could be less well off Islamically if he is not
here.
May Allaah have mercy on us all and may He guide us
to do the right thing for our community, Shaikh Hosni
and his family.

Reports
Breaking New Ground….
By: Sr. Nadia Kidwai
2012 saw a slew of groundbreaking events organized
by the Islamic Social Services Association. Funded by
the Multiculturalism Secretariat and the Winnipeg
Foundation, ISSA set about putting on a series of large
scale events inviting speakers and participants from
across North America. Moreover ISSA used these
events as opportunities to mentor participants from the
Canadian Muslim Leadership Institute (CMLI) so that
CMLI participants were heavily involved in organizing
these events themselves.

* Br. Ashmede Asgarali is a former Treasurer of the
Manitoba Islamic Association.

February 2012: Interfaith Youth
Conference
In February, ISSA and CMLI organized a first-of-its-kind
Interfaith Youth Conference at the Canadian Mennonite
University. Approximately 60 youth attended from a
variety of different faith and spiritual backgrounds and
from ages as young as 15 years. The event was covered
by several media outlets including Global TV and the
Winnipeg Free Press. It also gave an opportunity to CMLI
team leaders to gain experience with televised interviews.
Christine
Melnick,
Minister
responsible
for
Multiculturalism began the day offering greetings on
behalf of the Government of Manitoba. The keynote
speakers included former Winnipeg Blue Bombers
player Obby Khan and Aboriginal youth leader Michael
continued on page 22
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Champagne. There were several panels that day; the
first invited representatives from the Christian, Jewish,
Muslim, Sikh, Hindu and Aboriginal communities to
give their faith perspective on the shared core value of
‘Justice’. The second panel invited women leaders from
different faith groups to provide their insight on gender
and politics. Perhaps the most effective and rewarding
part of the day was when the participants were divided
into small groups and were able to discuss amongst
themselves the ways in which youth of faith can move
forward together to effect change and build bridges
between faith groups. As a direct result of the conference,
the Manitoba Interfaith Youth Council was formed.

March 2012: Symposium:
‘Manitoba Muslims and Jews
standing together for a Just and
Inclusive Canada’
After months of planning this event in partnership
with members of the Jewish, Christian and Muslim
community, ISSA organized another event aimed at
bringing together local Muslims and Jews to jointly
combat anti-Semitism and Islamophobia. Several other
organizations supported the event including: The
Winnipeg Free Press, Manitoba Association of Rights
and Liberties, Independent Jewish Voices, United Jewish
Peoples Order, The Adamah’nitoba Project and the
Canadian Muslim Leadership Institute.
Professor Harry-Helmut Loewen from the University of
Winnipeg set the context for the day with a presentation
on hate crimes in Canada targeted against Muslims and
Jews. This was followed by the keynote presentation
by Rabbi Or Rose from Winnipeg and Imam Abdullah
Antepli from the US to present to the audience of
approximately 90 participants. Seeing a Rabbi and an
Imam come together to express solidarity and confirm
that both the Jewish and Islamic traditions reject hatred
in all its manifestations was powerful, empowering and
inspiring.
The remainder of the day again involved the participants
breaking up into smaller groups and discussing ‘next
steps’ on how to work together to combat prejudices
against the Muslim and Jewish communities in the
Manitoban context.
As a direct result of the conference, an action group was
formed to work on realizing these identified next steps.

April 2012: Imam Training Course
As the leading Muslim social services providers in
Canada, ISSA organized a weekend intensive training
course for community leaders and Imams across Canada
to equip them with some of the necessary skills and tools
for counseling Muslims in their communities. There was
huge demand for the course with participants travelling
across Canada to participate. ISSA invited speakers from
across North America - all of whom are leaders in their
professional fields - to facilitate workshops, seminars
and lectures on a wide variety of topics to do with mental
health, counseling, psychology and social services.
Feedback from participants was extremely positive, with
many wishing that ISSA existed in their own city and
province!
ISSA continues to strive to serve the Muslim community
and broader Canadian society in which we live. ISSA
depends solely on donations from the community and
is always looking for volunteers. If you are interested in
donating or volunteering, please contact the ISSA office
at 944-1560. The ISSA office is located at 201-72 Princess
Street, Winnipeg.

MIA Al Noor Weekend Islamic
School
The Al Noor Weekend Islamic School had its year-end
closing ceremonies and pizza party on Saturday June
9. Students from kindergarten to senior level made
presentations of Quranic recitations, Nasheed, and talked
about what the year at the school meant to them. It was
a very successful year with over 70 children from four
to 16 years old registered. For the past two years there
were classes conducted in French for those whose first
language is French and recently moved to Winnipeg and
now learning English. Also for the first time this year
the Imam developed a computer program whereby the
children could access the lesson for that week and hear
the surah that was taught. This made the homework and
memorization much easier.
The follwing speech was delivered by Amadu Sy during
the last day of the Al Noor Weekend Islamic School.
When people ask me why Islamic school is important,
and why is it a blessing that they have that opportunity,
I wish they would understand how much it helped me.
When I came to back to Canada from Mexico, I knew
almost nothing about my religion, I didn’t know how to
pray properly, or prepare wudu, I was only a Muslim
at heart. However, after only two years, I bcame a real
Muslim. I know how to prepare tayamum and wudu,
and what time to pray. People need to understand how
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important it really is. Why people should continue is
not only because its our religion, because its our duty
to be a Muslim. In today’s society, people don’t know
about Muslims and they stereotype us that we are all
sucide bombers and crazy. However, it’s the opposite,
as we are the most loving, caring, giving religion that
I know. Sadly this year is my last year, and I will not
be able to attend the year that comes. But in today’s
society it is easy to forget.
For more information on the Al Noor School and its
programs please visit the MIA’s website. Many thanks
to the teachers and parent volunteers who worked all
year long. May Allah reward you all.
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Improving Social Services for
Muslims Must be a Priority
By Imam Sikander Hashmi
For most Canadian Muslims, Winnipeg may not be the
first place that comes to mind when thinking about
solutions to serious challenges facing a growing number
of Muslims today.
But that’s where a group of 30 Muslim community
leaders, imams, social service providers and activists
gathered at the end of April for a four-day training course
on counselling Muslims in North America, organized by
the Islamic Social Services Association (ISSA) based in
Winnipeg. ISSA is one of the leaders in the effort to help
Canadian Muslims cope with issues facing them and
their families.
Since imams are often the first point of contact for those
in need of help yet often have zero training in providing
social services, this was an outstanding opportunity
for them to meet professionals, share experiences and
acquire important skills to help them in providing
adequate care. Although many imams wanted to attend,
most could not do so due to a lack of willingness on the
part of their mosque’s management to fund their trip as
the cause wasn’t considered worthy enough.
To their credit, the Islamic Society of Kingston executive
did not hesitate in supporting and funding my
participation in this course, alhamdulillah.
When I arrived for my flight out of Toronto, I met two
other imams also on their way to Winnipeg for the

course. Sadly, out of the 30 participants, we were the
only three mosque leaders in attendance.
The training course began immediately after our arrival
on the afternoon of Friday, April 27 and lasted until
just before our return flights on Monday, April 30, with
very few breaks in between. Even with such a packed
schedule, there was much left to be learned and many
discussions to be had. Yet, the excellent mix of very
experienced and knowledgeable speakers and engaged
attendees provided an intellectually stimulating and
enjoyable experience.
Major themes included the etiquettes and manners of
providing services in a compassionate and professional
manner, addressing domestic violence (especially from a
religious perspective), dealing with cases of sexual abuse,
providing spiritual counsel, pre-emptive measures
against and possible solutions for marital discord, and
the causes and treatments for addictions.
Most presenters linked their messages with Islamic
concepts, which enriched the content and will assist
participants in providing solutions that are grounded in
the values and teachings of our faith.
Hearing about the types of issues facing Muslim
communities was depressing and very concerning.
For example, participants were told that there is a rise in
mutual physical and psychological violence – sometimes
severe – in Muslim communities. Domestic violence is
resulting in more deaths than we’d like to believe. The
presence of domestic violence is having a severe impact
on children, as the majority of children in the juvenile
delinquency system come from homes where this
violence.
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There is a rise in cases of incest, which is
sometimes mutual, even between siblings.
Sexual abuse is an unfortunate reality, yet cases
are rarely reported and when they are, victims
are often encouraged to remain silent.
Pornography is an addiction that is rampant,
even in the Muslim community, yet people are
not seeking treatment for it. It’s ripping homes
apart, as men develop unrealistic expectations
and eventually lose interest in their wives. More
women are turning to porn, many times to find
ways to satisfy their husbands. Young children
are accessing porn on their mobile devices
and developing addictions at an early age.
Sexual dysfunction is one of the top reasons for
divorce, with marriages not consummated for
years in some marriages. Temporary marriages
(which are not permissible according to Sunnis)
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are on the rise on campuses, in which girls are getting
pregnant and the boys are walking away after two or
three months.

Community Services
Contact List

These are just some of the realities faced by many
Muslims across North America, yet these issues are
rarely addressed. We must realize that these are not
problems that affect other people, rather they are our
problems and we must deal with them.

Social Services:

Our communities must start tackling the lack of social
services designed to serve the needs of Muslims and
make this a major priority. All Muslims deserve timely
and quality care from social service providers who are
sensitive to their needs.
My participation in the training course organized by ISSA
in Winnipeg was a great first step. The training I received
proved useful within days of my return, alhamdulillah.
Yet, there is much more to be done. Here are some
suggestions to get us started:
Start talking about these issues. The more we discuss
them, the more importance we will give them.
Arrange for professionals to organize educational
sessions on the issues facing our communities.
Provide support, financial and otherwise, to
organizations such as ISSA, so that they can offer help to
more people and expand their services.
Encourage young members of our communities to
become social workers and therapists.
Offer training to imams and community leaders to help
them address issues professionally and effectively.
Seek help if we ever find ourselves in such situations,
either as victims or as perpetrators. We cannot find
solutions and bring positive change without being
proactive.
May Allah help those currently experiencing difficulties,
may He protect us and may He grant us lives filled with
faith, peace and health. Ameen.
Sikander Hashmi is an imam, journalist, teacher and
marketer based in Kingston, Ontario, Canada. You may
visit his blog at www.sikander.ca.
Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are the sole
responsibility of their authors.

Counseling and social services:

a) Canadian Muslim Women’s Institute (CMWI)
Assisting newcomers: English classes, sewing
programs, community pantry, swimming classes
and more.
• Location: Winnipeg Central Mosque, 715 Ellice Ave
• Contact: 943-8539
• Website: www.cmwi.ca
b) Islamic Social Services Association
• Location: 201- 72 Princess Street
• Contact: 944-156
• Website: http://issaservices.com

Financial Assistance:

MIA Takaful Social Assistance Fund
• Website: http://www.miaonline.org/services
• Contact: takaful@miaonline.org

Marriage officers (licensed)
a) MIA Imam: imam@miaonline.org

b) Sheikh Yassir Ali: yassir_ali1@hotmail.com
c) Omar Siddiqui: jibreel2000@yahoo.com

Youth and Student Services:
Youth camps and activities
• Website: http://www.winnipegmuslims.ca

University of Manitoba Muslim Student Association
• Website: http://www.ummsa.org

Other Organizations:
Zubaidah Tallab Foundation
• Website: http://zubaidahtallab.com

Canadian Islamic Chamber of Commerce

• Website: http://www.islamicchamber.ca

Canadian Muslim Leadership Institute Inc.

• Website: http://www.canadamuslimleaders.ca
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