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Editorial
As we usher into a new year, it is time to reflect on the 
past and take stock for the future. The year 1432 Hijri 
(2011 A.D.) will be remembered as a year of momentous 
change; a change, that came to be known as the “Arab 
Spring”. The “Arab Spring” begun in the Arab streets, 
however, its reverberations were felt across the world. 
The key to Arab Spring isn’t in the change that took place 
in the political leadership, but the change in the mindset 
of the general population. Moving from a mindset of a 
flock that blindly obeys, follows and submits to a leader, 
to a mindset where a leader is viewed as a servant of 
the people who can be held accountable, questioned 
and removed is a phenomenal transformation. This 
transformation has empowered the people, elevated 
their sense of self-worth and their ability to shape their 
future. As any revolution in the past, the Arab revolution 
will not achieve its aspirations easily; there will be more 
struggles down the road. Nevertheless, the stage is set; 
there will be no return to the days of one man rule. It 
is a matter of time, when Arab and Muslim masses will 
live in their countries as citizens not subjects, enjoying 
equal rights and opportunities. In spite of all the pain 
and suffering of last year, the revolution has given to 
the masses a new hope, a new momentum and a new 
direction; we hope the new year will be the year of 
reaping the fruits of last year’s labor and hard work.    

Community 
News

Births:
Br. Atta Ahmed Asif and Sr. Anila Asif were blessed with 
a baby boy named Humza Ali Asif born in October 2011.
Br. Abdelah Fliou and Sr. Haleemah were blessed with a 
baby girl named Marwah.
Br. Ahmed Durrani and Sr. Hannia were blessed with a 
baby boy named Jubran.
Br. Mesbah Houhou and wife were blessed with a baby 
boy named Zain El-Abidine.
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Words of 
Revelation

Qur’aan
“O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, 
as witnesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, 
or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be 
(against) rich or poor: for Allah can best protect 
both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you 
swerve, and if you distort justice or decline to do 
justice, verily Allah is well-acquainted with all 
that you do.” 
Sûrah al-Nisâ’: 135

Hadith
A’idh ibn Amr … said: I heard the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him) say: “The worst of guardians is 
the cruel ruler”.

Supplications of the Prophet (PBUH)
“O Allah, I seek refuge in You from worry and grief, I 
seek refuge in You from incapacity and slackness, I seek 
refuge in You from cowardice and niggardliness, and I 
seek in You from being overcome by debt and being put 
in subjection by men”.

Br. Yassin Abdulrahman and wife were blessed with a 
baby girl named Amana.
Br. Adulsalam Dakoury and wife were blessed with a 
baby son named Adam. 
Dr. Abdulatif Heresha and Sr. Awatef were blessed with 
a baby girl named Janna.

Weddings:
Br. Mohammad Fayaz Amanulle was married to Sr. 
Umme Kalson on Sunday, February 12, 2012. 

Condolences:
Br. Mohamed Ali Omar passed away in November, 2011. 
He is survived by his four young children.

continued on page 2



Goodbye:
Dr. Aezedeen, the former Muslim Student Association 
President, left Winnipeg accepting a position in Nova 
Scotia. Dr. Aezedeen was very instrumental in securing 
a permanent prayer room at the University of Manitoba. 
On January 13, 2012 MSA organized a farewell party, 
attended by many university students and other 
community members.

Local Events

Meat distribution to First Nations:
The Zubaidah Tallab Foundation organized the 
collection and distribution of Udhiya meat to the needy 
at the local community, a tradition established by the 
Foundation for the last couple of years. This past EID 
the Foundation went beyond the local community and 
shipped around 90 kg of lamb, 31 kg of beef and 200 
loaves of bread to a fly-in First Nation 1,200 km northeast 
of Winnipeg. The Foundation’s charitable gift was well 
received and positively reported in the Winnipeg Free 
Press.  

Winnipeg Central Mosque 
fundraising dinner: 
A fundraising dinner for the Winnipeg Central Mosque 
was held on Saturday, November 26, 2011. A total of 
$20,000 was raised. The event was held at the University 

Br. Azeem Ahmed passed away in January, 2012. Br. 
Azeem was the father of Br. Akbar Paracha and Br. Asghar 
Paracha. He was also the father-in-law of Br. Saleem 
Paracha.
Sr. Eva Shalai, wife of Br. Isa Shalai passed away on 
February 5. The family is from Kosovo and have been 
living in Winnipeg for over 30 years. 
Sr. Sajida Ali passed away on February 14. She was the 
mother of Br. Mohammed Ali. 

Tragic loss:

A tragic fire on January 24, 2012 claimed the lives of five 
members of a Muslim family; the mother Sr. Zebunesa Sadiq 
(33 years); her daughters Fayza Peyawary (9 years), Aliza 
Sadiq (4 years) and Hoorya Farooq (4 months). As well, 
the mother-in-law of Sr. Zebunesa, Sr. Shemeem Akhtar (60 
years) passed away. Br. Hamid Farooq, the father, who was 
away, was the only survivor. 
Members of the local Muslim community as well as the 
public at large have been donating and expressing their 
sympathies and support for Br. Hamid Farooq. On January 
30 a gathering of about 300, including students from Fayza’s 
class, neighbors of the Farooq family and the public at 
large came to express their condolences to Br. Hamid at the 
Grand Mosque. The event was covered by all media outlets. 
The bodies of the Farooq families were sent to Pakistan on 
February 3, in accordance to the wishes of the family. Close 
to $50,000 in donations were collected.
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of Winnipeg. The program included speeches as well as 
a documentary on the history of the Winnipeg Central 
Mosque.

Honoring Ibrahim Khan:
A brunch was held at the Canad Inns on Sunday, 
December 11, 2011 to honor Br. Ibrahim Khan. Br. Khan 
is a well-known football player with the Winnipeg 
Bombers. The event was attended by a good number of 
community members and was organized by the Louay 
Al-Ghoul Law Firm.  

Mosque cleaning day and bake 
sales:

A thorough cleaning of the Hazelwood and Waverely 
mosques was conducted on December 27. Many 
volunteers from the community joined the effort. The 
event was organized by the newly appointed MIA 
Maintenance Committee. Similarly, three successful 
bake sale fundraisers were held after Friday prayer on 
December 23, 30 and January 6, 2012.

Elders Council meeting:

The newly elected MIA Executive Council held its 
first meeting with newly appointed consultative body 
of elders on January 15 at the Hazelwood mosque. 
The council is made up of veteran members of the 
community who served in various capacities in the past. 
During the meeting the elders gave some advice and 
recommendations to the new EC. The meeting ended 
with the understanding that the EC and the Council 

of Elders will meet periodically to consult and discuss 
issues. 

Forum on Multiculturalism:
On Saturday, January 21 ISSA organized a forum on 
Multiculturalism in theory and practice. The event 
was held at the Winnipeg Central Mosque. Panelists 
included Professor Lori Wilkinson, Martin Itzkow, 
Beatrice Watson and Ismael Mukthar. 

Fundraising and rally for Syria:
A global rally in support of the Syrian uprising was 
held at the Manitoba Legislature building on Saturday, 
January 21. As well, on Sunday, January 22 a fundraising 
lunch was held at the Waverley Mosque. The proceeds 
of the fundraiser were sent to the refugees who fled the 
violence in Syria. All of these events were organized by 
the Syrian Assembly of Manitoba. 

Volunteer orientation brunch:

The MIA Executive Council organized a volunteer 
orientation brunch for all MIA volunteers serving on 
various MIA committees. The event was held on Sunday, 
February 5 at the Waverley mosque. The program 
included short speeches and presentations on guidelines 
of voluntarism, effective management of committees and 
codes of conduct expected. Around 60 individuals are 
now serving in many of these committees. Included in 
these committees are the following: Takaful, Fundraising, 
Maintenance, Library, Events, IT, Saturday Weekend 
School (Al Noor), Constitution, Finance, Khuttba etc.
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Community 
Profile
Dr. Hussain Guisti & Dr. Susan 
Ghazali

By: Sr. Sana Rana

Perhaps you’ve heard of the Midnight Sun Mosque 
that made Islamic history when it became the Western 
Hemisphere’s most northern mosque in 2010. Maybe 
you’ve heard of the Zubaidah Tallab Masjid which 
is Thompson, Manitoba’s first mosque. Who are the 
devoted individuals who turned these projects into 
inspirational realities? The following community profile 
will take a look at the remarkable efforts of Dr. Hussain 
Guisti, his wife Dr. Susan Ghazali and their charitable 
organization, the Zubaidah Tallab Foundation.
Dr. Hussain Guisti was born in the holy city of Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia. He moved back and forth between Saudi 
Arabia and the United States until he settled in Manitoba 
with his wife, Dr. Susan Ghazali, in 2002. Dr. Guisti is 
a physician by trade. He also holds a Masters of Public 
Health, a Masters of Science in Hospital Administration 
and a Certificate of Gerontology from the University 
of Alabama. In addition, he has also completed his 
coursework towards his doctorate in public health from 
the University of Pittsburgh. Some of Dr. Guisti’s previous 
careers include being a full-time journalist, entrepreneur, 
charity executive and free-lance journalist with published 
works in 12 different Manitoba publications. 
Dr. Guisti’s wife, Dr. Susan Ghazali was born and raised 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. She lived in Jeddah until the 
age of 30 before moving to the United States, and later to 
Manitoba, with Dr. Guisti. Dr. Ghazali is a general surgeon 
with a specialty in surgical oncology. She completed her 
sub-specialty from the University of Manitoba. In 2006, 
Dr. Ghazali took up a full time General Surgery position 
in Thompson, Manitoba. She currently works as a general 
surgeon in Winnipeg.
Together, Dr. Guisti and Dr. Ghazali founded the 
Zubaidah Tallab Foundation in Thompson, Manitoba 
in 2007. It was founded as a Sadaqa Garia (continuous 
charity) in memory of Zubaidah Hashim Tallab (the 
mother of Dr. Susan Ghazali) who died in 2006. The 
reason for establishing the charity was to build a Masjid 

in Thompson, Manitoba, where no mosque existed 
before. The main goals of the Foundation are to serve 
the Muslim community in Winnipeg and Canada, to 
promote and show the true face of Islam and to help 
community members in any way possible. The motto of 
the Zubaidah Tallab Foundation is, “Here to Serve You.”
The Zubaidah Tallab Foundation has undertaken a 
number of projects over the past few years. By far, their 
biggest projects were the building of both the Midnight 
Sun Mosque in Inuvik, NWT and the Zubaidah Tallab 
Masjid in Thompson, MB. Prior to the arrival of the 
Midnight Sun Mosque, the Muslim community in Inuvik 
prayed in a small 50 year old trailer. Dr. Guisti remarked, 
“The arrival of the masjid thrust the community and the 
town onto the global stage. The entire planet became 
aware of the Muslim community and their small town.” 

The Muslim community in Thompson was also in a 
tight position before the arrival of the Zubaidah Tallab 
Masjid. The Muslims in Thompson used to only pray 
Juma’a together and they prayed in the basement of a 
Mennonite Church. Alhumdulillah, now there are many 
events happening at the masjid including dinners, 
meetings and regular prayers.  
Besides the Arctic Mosque and the Thompson Mosque, 
to date the charity has took on around 100 projects. These 
include but are not limited to kids parties, food hamper 
distributions, clothing donations to Kenya, Ramadhan 
iftaars, Eid dinners, Udhia/Qurbani sponsorship, and 
the list goes on. 
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It doesn’t stop there. The Foundation has plans for 
upcoming projects including establishing the first 
mosque in both Nunavut and Yukon. Nunavut and 
Yukon are the only remaining Canadian territories 
devoid of a mosque. In addition, this summer, the 
Zubaidah Tallab Foundation would like to start on 
the project to create the first Muslim cemetery here in 
Winnipeg. 
When asked about the most memorable moment for the 
Foundation, Dr. Guisti replied, “It was on November 
10, 2010 when I called the first adhaan in the Midnight 
Sun Mosque in Inuvik, NWT, thereby establishing the 
Western Hemisphere’s most northern mosque, making 
Islamic history, trekking the world’s longest building 
move and capturing the world’s imagination in the 
process.” However, running a charitable organization 
also has its challenges. Dr. Guisti believes that a big 
challenge for the Foundation is always fundraising 
for the charity’s regular activities and finding regular 
volunteers. 
Starting a charitable organization is no easy task. 
However, with a pure intention, will power and Allah 

on your side, it is a dream that can definitely become a 
reality. When asked for a piece of advice for anyone who 
wants to start a charitable organization, Dr. Susan Ghazali 
responded, “Just do it. Allah will give you the power and 
make everything easy for you. You will have a wonderful 
feeling when you help others. Once you see how easy it 
is, you will always have the urge to do some more. By 
serving the community you will help keep us united. 
Allah will give you barakah and protect you and your 
family when you serve others. As our beloved Prophet 
(S.A.W) said, ‘wealth is not decreased from Sadaqa.’”
The Zubaidah Tallab Foundation is here to serve you. 
If you feel there is a need in the community that needs 
to be addressed, please contact them. In addition, 
they are always looking for volunteers; if you would 
like to volunteer, please visit their website for contact 
information. 
www.zubaidahtallab.com

*Sr. Sana Rana is a new member of the Editorial Board of 
Manitoba Muslim Magazine.
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Answer Key
Across
1. JOHN A MACDONALD 
4. FRENCH 
6. METIS 
7. BATOCHE 
9. FEBRUARY 
10. PROVISIONAL 

Down
2. LOUIS RIEL 
3. MANITOBA 
5. RED RIVER 
8. TREASON

February is  
I love to Read  

Month!

All across North America the month of 
February is dedicated to reading! 
This holiday is a perfect time to catch 
up on all the books you haven’t had the 
time to read.

Did you know?
• The largest library in the world is the 

Library of Congress in Washington 
DC, USA. It contains over 33 million 
books and has 532 miles of shelving!

• The bestselling author of all times is 
Agatha Christie who wrote detective 
novels. She has sold over 1 billion 
books in 1920 and is only outsold by 
the Bible and William Shakespeare.

• J.K Rowling’s Harry Potter and the 
Order of Phoenix is the fastest selling 
book ever. 

• The first book ever published was 
written on a typewriter and is The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 

Canadian History: Louis Riel

 

7

Across

1. Canada’s first prime 
minister.

4. Besides English, this was 
the second language that the 
Metis spoke.

6. A person of European and 
Aboriginal descent.

7. This is the location of the 
last battle where Louis Riel 
surrendered.

9. Louis Riel day is celebrated 
in this month.

10. Under Louis Riel’s 
leadership this type of 
government was formed.

Down

2. This Metis leader negotiated 
with Canada for the province 
of Manitoba.

3. The fifth province to join 
confederation in Canada.

5. Louis Riel was born in this 
settlement. This is also the 
name of a river that runs 
through Manitoba.

8. Louis Riel was tried and 
sentenced to death for _______.



Articles

The “Lost” boys
By: Dr. Abdulrahman Abdulrahman*

Psychological research on social support consistently 
suggests that its presence, in quality, not only prevents 
but also can counteract mental health problems. It is no 
wonder then that psychological research on communities 
finds that mental health problems are lower in 
communities that are closer knit. Islam, being a religion 
that promotes good health, consistently encourages 
activities and interactions with others in a way that 
promotes what we commonly refer to as brotherhood. 
There is a hadith that reminds us “that none of us are 
true believers unless we love for our brother what we 
love for ourselves.” This suggests, amongst numerous 
other proofs amidst Islamic texts, that this mindfulness 
for those in our community is more an obligation than 
an option, as opposed to choosing whom we socialize 
with based on social status, political opinion, or country 
of origin.  Although most of us recognize this in theory, I 
am afraid we have not remembered this in practice.  
A 2001 Canadian census estimates the Muslim 
population of Winnipeg to be about 5,000 people. Over 
the past ten years since that time, that number has 
grown dramatically, and some may estimate that at least 
10,000 Muslims now call Winnipeg home. Of that rather 
large number, only a small amount is seen regularly at 
community gatherings. Typically, many of us who do 
attend such gatherings tend to place responsibility of 
“being away from the community” on the others, rather 
than ourselves. However, as Muslims, we can derive 
from the above hadith, that the responsibility to include 
others is actually “ours” and not “theirs”. 
For the past few years, our community has become 
entangled in a political circus that because was public, 
people realized the dire nature of these circumstances. 
There has and continues to exist a much larger silent 
storm brewing for much longer than the most recent 
MIA issues, and that is one of inclusion.  For at least the 
past 20 years in our community, many Muslims, new 
or born into this community, have been complaining 
(silently, out of an attempt to keep their own dignity) 
that they are not included in community gatherings, or 
even friendships with other Muslims. Many would go 
even so far as to say that they are purposely excluded 
when they make the attempts to befriend other Muslims 

or attend community gatherings. The saddest part is that 
many of these sentiments of exclusion are noticed by 
Winnipeg Muslims early in their lives or in their initial 
introduction to the community. This means many of 
our youth and new people to our community are those 
who experience this unwitting segregation, unless they 
choose to persist in facing neglect. I assure you these 
complaints are legitimate.  If you were to interview 
many of those Muslims we do not see regularly, most 
would confirm that they in fact do not feel welcomed by 
the “regulars” in the community and have in fact well 
ingrained memories of being rejected or hurt. “They don’t 
understand me”, “they don’t talk with me”, are common 
statements I hear. For many of our new Muslim brothers 
and sisters to the faith, many will state that although 
many of the community are happy to talk about Islam, it 
is difficult for these individuals to find friendships after 
these discussions of Islam are finished. 
When reading this, some of us may already have some 
preconceived notions or images of people we think 
might be responsible for such neglect. However, I would 
encourage ourselves, I included, to instead think about 
the last time we said salaam to a person we did not 
recognize, about the last time you or I enquired more 
about them, about the last time we invited someone we 
did not know out for a coffee or lunch, about the last time 
we continued those interactions with that individual to 
build friendships or about the last time we did this with 
a person who was not “cool” or with whom we thought 
we had an automatic affinity too. When was the last time 
we spoke to someone outside our circle of friends and 
invited them into it or about the last time this person was 
from a different cultural or lingual background or about 
the last time we spoke to a person without preaching? 
Often we judge individuals who do not participate in 
gatherings as “lost”. We judge such individuals to have a 
lack of identity and who separate themselves from Islam. 
In truth, the majority of these individuals have a strong 
identity as Muslims, however, it is threatened because 
“Muslims” were the ones who rejected them. Many of 
our “lost boys”, so to speak, were not lost, rather they are 
“thrown out”, even if that occurred without us realizing 
it. 
If we are unaware of this problem, we should be aware 
of it now. It is a problem that threatens to dissolve our 
community silently, as people defect to social circles 
that are not Muslim (or Muslim but extremist), but yet 
interestingly where they are accepted, invited, and cared 
for. If we as individuals do not work toward improving 
our interactions with our own people, then the health 
of our community continues to be threatened, as we 
gradually continue to be seen by our own people, as 
those who are uninviting and selfish. Both of these 
qualities I am certain none of us ascribe to ourselves, but 
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human settlements developed in Jericho because it is an 
oasis in the middle of the desert, with several springs. 
The combination of abundant water and warm climate 
has transformed it into an agricultural town, famous for 
its banana, date and citrus trees.
I have grown to like Jericho. In addition to the pleasant 
climate and the lush vegetation, Jericho offers a lot of the 
things that I enjoy. Mountains that are a haven for those 
who seek some good hikes and some solitude surround 
it. It has the remains of Canaanite settlements that are 
9,000 years old and is close to some really interesting 
religious sites.
We stayed close to the Mount of Temptation, which is 
believed to be the location where Jesus (peace be upon 
him) observed a forty-day fast and where the devil tried 
to tempt him. On the steep mountain, defying gravity 

inadvertently inherit when we lose that mindfulness we 
must always care about our brothers and sisters, “lost” 
or otherwise. May Allah guide us all to develop that 
concern for each other that only comes with practice and 
leads to the sustainable health of our community.
* Dr. Abdulrahman is a psychologist and former member of 
Takaful Fund Committee. 

Jericho: A City for Mystics and 
Kings
Dr. Idris Elbakri*

Palestine has always been important for Christianity. It is 
the country in which Jesus (peace be upon him) was born 
and in which he carried out his prophetic mission. There 
are many monasteries, churches and religious historical 
sites, such as the Church of Nativity (where Jesus is 
believed to have been born) and the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher which mainstream Christianity holds to be the 
site of Jesus’ burial. 
Palestine is also important to Muslims. Saladin, in his 
peace negotiations with Richard Lion Heart during the 
crusades, wrote to the Christian King saying: “Jerusalem 
is for us as it is to you. It is greater to us than it is to you. 
It is to where our Prophet journeyed by night, and it is 
where people gather on the Day of Judgment, so do not 
envision that we will ever give it up.”
An example of how these two traditions have strong 
roots in Palestine can be found in the in the Jordan valley 
and the small quiet hamlet of Jericho, where my family 
and I spent the winter break. Jericho is believed to be 
the oldest city on earth, with human settlement relics 
dating back 10,000 years. The Jordan valley is several 
hundred meters below sea level and has therefore a very 
warm climate, making it a favorite winter getaway. Early 
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A family garden in Jericho

Cliff hanging monastery on the Mount of Temptation

Monastery alongside the mountainside

continued on page 12







hangs a Greek monastery that clings to the side of the 
mountain. When we visited the church, the monk taking 
care of it, did not appear keen on entertaining visitors but, 
we managed to see the remarkable chapel, some of the 
chambers built alongside the mountain and a cave that 
appeared dedicated to meditation and worship. It was a 
very spiritual and awe-inspiring place. It was amazing 
to walk along a narrow strait with the mountain rock to 
one side and the monks’ chambers to the other. This is 
the sort place one longs to spend time at for meditation 
and reflection. 
Staying with the theme of shrines and mystics, 10 
minutes outside of Jericho is the Islamic shrine known 
as the Nabi Musa (Prophet Moses, peace be upon him). 
We went out to the shrine close to the time of sunset. The 
shrine consists of a mosque and a burial site believed 
(but not verified or even verifiable, for that matter), to 
be where Prophet Moses was buried. It seems that it also 
became an outpost for pilgrims and in Memluke times 
developed into a pilgrims lodging and possibly a retreat 
for mystics. Traditionally, the local Muslims used to hold 
the Nabi Musa Festival annually. Thousands would 
march with banners from Jerusalem to the shrine around 
the same time as Christian Easter. This tradition ended 
with the occupation and attempts to revive it have failed.

The shrine lies nestled among the majestic hills of the 
Jordan Valley mountains, again, a place for solitude 
and meditation. Right next to it is an Islamic graveyard 
with some really old and some really recent graves. The 
sunset view and the silence are otherworldly.
There was hardly anyone other than us in the Nabi 
Musa. There was a guy outside who rented rides on a 
camel, but the kids adamantly refused to try it. A young 
American Jewish couple stopped by to explore and 
I asked them if they believed this was Moses’ actual 
grave. They replied that it was not really known and 
left after a brief tour. Our brief conversation with them 
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enabled me to correct one historical fact they got wrong: 
the Prophet Muhammad’s wife Aisha is not buried at 
the Nabi Musa, but in Medina. They referred to her as 
concubine (probably reading some orientalist history) 
and I made sure to enunciate the word “wife” clearly.

Jericho’s climate did not go unnoticed to ancient kings 
and princes. King Herod, who governed for the Roman 
Empire just before the advent of Christ, built a winter 
palace in Jericho, the remains of which remain until 
today. Centuries later, the Muslim Umayyads did exactly 
the same. Hisham’s palace is one of the most famous and 
well kept historical sites in Jericho. While its construction 
is attributed to the Umayyad Caliph Hisham, it was 
never fully completed due to earthquakes that struck the 
region. However, the Caliphs’ bath and reception hall 
(diwan) are extremely well preserved with ornate mosaic 
floors. Hisham’s palace must have been a great example 

The courtyard of the Nabi Musa shrine

The burial site at the Nabi Musa
The Nabi Musa as viewed for a neighbouring hill



Dr. Idris Elbakri is a Winnipeg resident who is currently 
spending a sabbatical year with his family in his hometown 
of Jerusalem. He blogs regularly about his experiences at 
yearinpalestine.blogspot.com

of the early architecture of the Islamic empire and its 
budding civilization. 
I was satisfied that we had a chance to explore aspects 
of the monastic traditions of Islam and Christianity in 
Jericho. I think it was good for the children, as they asked 
questions and hopefully realized that our faith is not the 
only one dotting the Palestinian landscape. My hope is 
that they will grow with a firm sense of their Islamic 
identity and practice, yet remain tolerant and respectful 
of other traditions. Palestine, despite its plights and 
challenges, appears to be a nice place for that.
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Hisham’s palace. This is believed to have been a window 
on the second floor of the palace

The tree of life is a mosaic picture that is the flooring of 
the Caliph’s diwan in Hisham’s Palace



On Histories of Progress and 
Suffering: Reflections on The Arab 
Spring
Br. Yousef Soufi*

Traditionally, a history course in Western schools fits into 
what we could call a history of progress. It presents the 
progress of humanity through the scientific discoveries 
and social reforms of Europe. This history of progress 
can best be described as triumphalistic. It sees the events 
of the past as leading us to the prosperity of the present. 
It seeks to show how we are free today because of 
European social and political revolutions of the past; 
and we are wealthier and more comfortable because of 
European ingenuity.
For many of us in the West who have studied history in 
greater depth, this history of progress is unsettling. It is 
unsettling because it masks a lot of the pain and suffering 
that humans endured on the road to the modern world. 
It misses how the travels of Columbus and others led to 
a massive inter-continental African slave trade, how the 
Protestant Reformation led to the death of half of 17th 
century Germany, how the industrial revolution created 
a displaced and impoverished mass in the 19th century, 
and how the weapons modern factories produced 
allowed Europe to violently colonize and plunder most 
of the globe for over a century. 
It’s worth trying to think about why Western societies 
have structured their history this way. I’d like to 
speculate that it is because in each of the significant 
events greatly influencing the modern world, Europeans 
believed themselves to be engaged in an important 
project of change that somehow redeemed the suffering 
it unleashed. As one British colonial officer of the 19th 
century said concerning the massacres of colonial 
peoples: “Civilization must have its victims,” by which 
he implied that what he took to be progress justified 
large-scale massacres of innocent people. 
Many historians today believe histories of progress to 
be wrongheaded and prefer to highlight the plight of 
the people that, until now, have been relegated to the 
margins of history. Muslims, who largely come from 
formerly colonized lands, are usually acutely aware 
of how shortsighted the European history of progress 
truly is. This is obvious by the number of times our 
community has organized viewings of the movie The 
Lion of the Desert in which the superiority of the more 
technologically advanced European nation is put in 
question because of its moral depravity in its treatment 
of the courageous and fair Libyans.
In the last year, however, it has been our turn to construct 

a history of progress. The Arab Spring was not only an 
event of great consequence for the Middle East and the 
Muslim world in general, it was also an event in which we 
all saw the possibility of a better, freer, stronger Middle 
East. In other words, it holds the promise of progress 
and like the history of progress Europeans constructed, 
we often have seen the suffering that the Arab Spring 
has unleashed as worth it, necessary, inevitable. This 
is clearest in the case of Libya, in which violence from 
anti-Gadhafi forces and gross violations of human rights 
against fighters and civilians alike have oftentimes been 
overlooked in the midst of our joy that Libyans might 
tomorrow enjoy a better future. As the resistance in Syria 
gets stronger militarily, one might expect similar excesses 
from the Free Syrian Army.
The fact that the lines above might offend some — as 
though I was actually comparing the Gadhafi forces 
to the anti-Gadhafi forces or the ragtag Syrian army 
deserters to Assad’s murderous squads — is itself an 
indication of the strength of histories of progress. I think 
it also speaks to an underlying fear: we mustn’t give too 
much attention to the suffering our revolutions cause, or 
else we might lose our justification for and our resolve in 
pursuing them.  
So let me be explicit: I support these revolutions; I pray, 
like all of us, that a better world, that an end of tyranny 
and oppression, is its product. Nonetheless I think 
that as Muslims we would do best not to be blinded 
by histories of progress and to a walk a middle path in 
assessing our revolutions. This middle path is one in 
which achievements are celebrated but where we always 
remain cautious of the possibility that the oppressed 
turns oppressor.
We have, after all, the Prophet PBUH) as the best example 
in this regard. Our greatest history of progress is that of 
the Conquest of Mecca and Arabia’s consequent adoption 
of Islam. In the face of Meccan oppression, the Prophet 
and his companions worked hard to create a better 
world. Yet we also find ahadith like the one in which the 
Prophet (PBUH) rebukes his companions after finding 
a woman dead on the battlefield. Her suffering lives on 
in our tradition because the companions who recorded 
the Prophet’s actions realized that to be Muslim we must 
place justice before all else. 

*Br. Yousef Soufi is a PHD student and former President of 
the Muslim Student Association at University of Manitoba.
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Reports

MIA elections 2012
MIA elections due in November 2011 were postponed 
to December 18 due to the resignation of the court 
appointed election overseer, former federal minister 
of justice, Mr. Otto Lang. Mr. Lang resigned following 
the resignation of Colin MaCarther, Dr. Warriach’s 
lawyer, from his client’s case. Following Mr. Otto’s 
resignation, the MIA election case went back to the 
court again. Justice Schulman appointed the accounting 
firm PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC) as a receiver 
for the MIA. The judge’s decision went into effect on 
December 1st. PWC set December 18 as the election 
date and December 9 as the nomination deadline date. 
By December 9, PWC received 7 nominations for all the 
executive position with no contestants. Accordingly, the 
nominated individuals were elected to MIA Executive 
Council positions uncontested and the election planned 
to be held on December the 18 was cancelled. The 
new Executive Council (EC) officially took office on 
December 18. Following their election, the new EC sent 
the following message to the community:

Dear brothers and sisters, members of the Muslim 
community in Manitoba:

On behalf of myself and the newly elected MIA 
Executive Council, I would like to thank you all for your 
support and encouragement. We are honored to have 
your trust and the opportunity to serve you in a formal 
executive capacity. We take this trust with a great sense 
of responsibility. We are accountable first and foremost 
to Allah and next to each and every one of you.

Our executive team has an ambitious plan. Our priority is 
to restore harmony, peace and order in MIA. In addition, 
our priorities include establishing organizational 
policies that will enable us to run MIA in accordance to 
the highest professional standards and Islamic ethics. 

We will establish committees to help us in achieving our 
goal. We have taken steps to immediately establish three 
important committees. 

• First, Internal Audit committee, made up of three 
professional accountants. The internal audit 
committee will have full access to all financial 
records and will monitor all financial transactions in 
MIA to ensure we get value for every cent we spend. 

• The second committee is the Elders council made up 
of veteran members of this community who have 
actively served this community in various capacities. 
We will regularly seek their wise counsel and advice 
to ensure we benefit from their accumulated valuable 
experience. 

• The third committee is the events committee. This 
committee will be in charge of organizing all MIA 
events; the aim of creating this committee is to create 
and establish value added activities and programs to 
serve the community better.

• Further to this, we are in the process of reviving 
the Takaful committee and we plan to hire an 
administrative assistant, to ensure administrative 
efficiency and ensure your receipts are mailed to 
you immediately, you membership forms processed 
instantly and all services to you provided promptly. 

Dear brothers and sisters:

Our success in achieving our objectives will depend 
on your support. We ask you to lend us your support 
by volunteering, donating and giving us constructive 
feedbacks.

Our community is diverse. We come from various 
schools of thought, various ethnicities and cultures. We 
are, however, bounded by the fundamentals of Islam 
and its great ideals. We will strive to make MIA open to 
all of you regardless of your affiliations, your views and 
stances. Our aim is to make MIA an organization driven 
by policies and procedures rather than being driven by 
personal whims and biases.

To the leaders of the various organizations serving 
the local Muslim community we say: we value and 
appreciate the work that you do; you are the backbone 
of this community. We look forward to meeting you soon 
to strategize and to set plans on how to work together to 
serve the community better.

To those who are apprehensive of our election to MIA 
Executive Council, we assure you that you are valued 
members of MIA, you are our brothers and sisters and 
we are here to serve you. Regardless of the views you 
have towards this Executive Council, we will listen to 
your concerns and to your critiques of us; that will have 
no bearing on how you are served or treated in MIA.

Dear community members:

I would like to conclude with the Quranic verse, “And 
say: Act, for Allah will surely see your actions, and so will 
His Messenger and the believers”. 
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We are rolling up our sleeves to move forward in positive 
and constructive directions; the past with all its issues is 
behind us; our horizon is set to the future, we ask all of 
you to join us for a noble and great purpose. 

We ask Allah to bless our community with guidance, 
harmony and blessings. 

Further to this, the new MIA EC announced the following 
nine point pledge they promised to abide by them:

• I shall sincerely work for the sake of Allah and serve 
the local Muslim community and MIA with integrity 
and dedication.

• I shall carry my duties in accordance to the Quran & 
Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH); as well, I shall fully 
abide by the MIA constitution & by laws.

• I shall avoid any situation that constitutes “conflict 
of interest” and shall not use MIA’s resources for my 
own benefit or the benefit of those closely associated 
with me.

• I shall fully carry out my executive duties; attending 

regular meetings on time, maintaining confidentiality 
and following established procedures. 

• I shall immediately resign from my executive 
position if I am convicted of a criminal offense or 
professional misconduct. As well, I shall resign if I 
become incapacitated and not being able to carry my 
executive duties.

• I shall not accept any remuneration or material 
benefit for doing executive work, as required by the 
MIA constitution.

• I shall treat all members of the community with the 
greatest respect, regard and consideration regardless 
of their ethnicity, views or affiliations.

• I shall welcome criticism and listen equally to 
opposing and agreeing views.

• I understand that if I move out of the province, I 
automatically cease to be an executive member; as 
well, I understand that if I miss three consecutive 
meetings with no notice, I cease to be an executive 
member, as per MIA constitution.
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Short Bios of the new MIA ECs:
Ismael Mukhtar, President:

Ismael Mukhtar was born in Eritrea 
and he is a father of three. He 
graduated with a management degree 
from the University of Manitoba and 
holds a Certified General Accountants 
designation. He served in the position 
of senior MIA trustee; co-founded 
Takaful Fund and Manitoba Muslim 
Magazine; he is a regular khatteeb at 

Jumma prayers and member of various local and national 
committees. He was taught Islam by his late father who 
was a scholar of Islam as well as by other scholars.

Aziz Mian, 1st Vice President
Abdul Aziz was born in Pakistan.  
He migrated to Canada in 1984, 
graduated from Daniel McIntyre 
High School and obtained his degree 
in Mechanical Engineering from the 
University of Manitoba. Currently he  

works with the City of Winnipeg Police Service.

He has been a member of numerous City of Winnipeg 
committees. He has also been actively involved in many 
MIA committees such as the Takafal Committee and 
Social Committee to name a few. He has also served on 
the MIA board and was a  member of the MIA Board of 
Trustees. 

Louay Al-Ghoul, 2nd Vice President
Louay Alghoul became a resident 
of Winnipeg, Manitoba in 2002. Mr. 
Alghoul attended Robson Hall at the 
University of Manitoba and during 
the three years of his law studies, he 
represented the Law School as the 
Student Senator, Class President, 

Vice President of the Manitoba Student Law Association 
and the President of the Business Law Group of the Law 
School of U of M. 

In his undergraduate studies, he held different positions 
such as the President of the Muslim Student Association 
(MSA) and Student Council Representative. He is a 
licensed lawyer in the Province of Manitoba, who 
specializes in the fields of Immigration Law, Corporate 
and Commercial Law, Estate Law, Aboriginal Law and 
other various areas of the law. Mr. Alghoul also acted on 
a voluntary basis as the lawyer for the MIA in previous 
years and helped in many voluntary activities in the 
community. Mr. Alghoul immigrated to Canada in 1989 
and has since made this his home.

Ahmed Durrani, Treasurer
Ahmed Durrani was born and raised 
in Winnipeg. He is a father of three. 
Ahmed has a Bachelor of Science 
degree and works in the financial 
services industry. He has served as 
Treasurer on a local organization 

focused on development in West Broadway. He has also 
served on the Muslim Youth Council, Manitoba Student 
Association, Winnipeg Central Mosque, and MIA boards.

Osaed Khan, Secretary
Osaed Khan was born and raised 
in Manitoba. He is married and 
recently had his first child. Osaed 
has a Bachelor of Science degree, an 
Education degree and a Post Bachelor 
degree from the University of 

Manitoba. He has been teaching for the past eight years 
and currently teaches at the University of Winnipeg 
Collegiate. Osaed has served on the MIA board as an 
executive member being the secretary (2007 - 2009). He 
is currently involved with Youth Awakening (youth 
halaqas and camps), Islam Alive, and Manitoba Muslim 
Magazine. Osaed likes to play sports and takes on  
adventures in his spare time.

Tariq Mian, Member
Dr. Tariq Mian was born in Lahore, 
Pakistan. He has been living in 
Winnipeg for the past 23 years. He has 
been practicing medicine here since 
1992. He owns and operates Health 
Calls Inc. Physician Housecall services. 
Dr. Mian has been actively involved 

in fundraising for the MIA. He has held the positions of 
President and Captain of the Pakistani cricket team in 
Winnipeg. He is a father of four children.

Aladin Kasem
Aladin Kasem migrated to Canada 
several years ago. Before moving to 
Vancouver, he owned and managed 
an engineering firm in Qatar for 
several years. He moved to Manitoba 
in 2009, joining the University of 

Manitoba for his Master’s degree studies in Biomedical 
Engineering. Currently, he is working in the research and 
development division of a medical devices company. He 
was taught Islam and Quranic recitation by his father, 
who was a Muslim scholar. He and his wife are active 
social workers; they organized and facilitated several 
events and programs both in Vancouver and Manitoba. 
Aladin is a father of four children. He likes to read, camp, 
and play volleyball.
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Tanvir Peace Academy - Eid 
carnival 2011
Sr. Maryyam Imtiaz*

Tanvir Peace Academy is a Muslim youth serving 
organization. Our mission is to create a welcoming 
and inviting environment for our Muslim Canadian 
youth. The Eid carnival that was held in the Waverley 
Grand Mosque on Saturday, November 12 was a huge 
accomplishment! With over 60 volunteers and more 
than 900 participants, the event was overall the most 
successful one yet. This Eid carnival was organized to 
bring  our community together and to meet new people, 
while sharing the spirit of Eid Al-Adha. 

The Eid carnival surely pleased and entertained people 
of all age groups. For the children we had activities such 
as ring toss, feed the lion and face painting. There was 
a bouncer, play area, a costumed Dora and Toodles the 
clown making fun balloon animals for the kids. There 
was an array of different foods including pizza, fried 
chicken, Pakistani and Indian foods, and even cotton 
candy. There was a range of stalls, with people selling 
clothing, jewelry and putting on henna. There were also 
prizes! All participants in this event were given a ballot 
in which they filled out their names and were entered in 
a draw, which was held later in the evening. Most of the 
prizes were collected in the days before the carnival with 
the Toy Drive conducted by Tanvir Peace Academy. One 
of the grand prizes in the draw was a 32” LCD TV which 
was won by one lucky carnival participant!

As a volunteer, I had a remarkable time meeting new 

people, working alongside my friends and seeing the 
children’s happy faces as they all were having fun. This 
was overall an excellent experience for me and it also 
gave me a chance to serve my community. Being part of 
such an amazing team who helped to organize this event 
was an honour. A big thanks goes out to all the people 
who attended the carnival; without you this evening 
would not have been the least bit enjoyable. Thank you 
to those businesses and individuals who donated and 
helped out in organizing this event. I personally would 
like to thank all the volunteers and the Tanvir Peace 
Academy executives for making this sensational event 
possible.  Jazakallah khair!

*Sr. Maryyam Imtiaz is a volunteer worker with Tanvir 
Peace Academy.

The MIA “United We Stand” 
dinner:
The “United We Stand” community dinner was 
colourfully held at the Waverley mosque on February 
19th. The tickets for the event were oversold and the 
gym was fully packed. The main speaker at the event 
was Sheikh Abdullah Idris from Toronto. In addition to 
the keynote speech, other short speeches were delivered 
by Christine Melnick, the Minister of Immigration and 
Multiculturalism and the MIA President. During the 
dinner 2 awards of fortitude, named after Dr. Riaz Usmani 
were presented to Abdulkareem Aberra and Ghulam 
Irtiza Chughtai, in recognition for their resilience and 
courage in the face of calamity. Also, at the event,  Laura 
Pishak, declared her conversion to Islam by announcing 
shahada under the direction of Sh. Abdullah Idris. The 
event concluded with great joy and fanfare.
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Dr. Izzat Ibrahim, MIA President in 1974, handing 
awards to Br. Ghulam and Abdulkareem.

Award recipients with Dr. Izzat, Ismael Mukhtar, Sh. 
Abdullah and Ibrahim Khan.

Minister Christine Menlick.

Young Volunteers of the event.

Sr. Laura declaring Shahada.

Dr. Riaz Usmani, under whose name awards were 
named.

Photos of the “United We Stand” dinner:
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The late Dr. Riaz Usmani, a 
pioneer elder of Muslims in 
Manitoba.
By: Ismael Mukhtar

As I was listening to the speeches, 
reports, and presentations that were 
made at the New Center fundraising 
dinner held on February 24, 2001, my 
memory went back to the initial days 
of the New Center project and the 
formation of the land committee by 
the MIA General Body. The mandate 
of the committee was to purchase a 
piece of land as a site of the future 
New Islamic Center. I was fortunate to 
be a member of this committee along 
with others like Br. Pervez Siddiqui, 
Br. Gulam Kibrea, Dr. Mujeeb Al-
Rahman, Br. Irshad Farooqi, Dr. 
Abdulnaser Batuoq, and the late Dr. 
Riaz Usmani who was the most senior 
in the community amongst all of us.

As the fundraising evening continued, the memories 
of the initial days of the project and in particular Dr. 
Usmani’s images kept on flashing through my mind. 
This prompted me to write this article to share some of 
my memories of Dr. Usmani and to introduce him to the 
new members of our community and to our younger 
generation.

When I first arrived in Winnipeg I saw Dr. Usmani for 
the first time at the Hazelwood Masjid on Sunday Zuhr 
prayer, sitting on his wheel chair in the front row. Since 
then, I saw him every time I came to the Masjid, 
but I always saw him from a distance. He would 
be sitting very quietly in his wheel chair almost 
always on the same spot, greeting people with a 
smile and friendly face. Once during Ramadan, I 
listened to his speech about fasting in a seminar 
arranged at the Masjid. He spoke about the rules 
of fasting in a soft, gentle voice, occasionally 
smiling, and went on to share his memories 
of Ramadan when he first came to Winnipeg. 
He said in those days, there were hardly any 
Muslims and he had to fast and pray by himself. 
He went on to tell us how things changed later 
when more foreign students started coming 
to the University of Manitoba. In particular, 
he spoke of one brother whom he said was 
instrumental in organizing Jumma’ prayer and 
other activities. He humbly said as much as he 
admired that brother, he equally blamed himself 

for not taking the initiative before.

Later on, I came to know this man closely when I became 
a member of the land committee. I had a chance to work 
with Dr. Usmani not only in the land committee, but also 
in the steering committees during MIA General Body 
meetings. As I came to know Dr. Usmani, I developed a 

great sense of respect, admiration and 
affection towards him. I found him 
to be a very friendly, gentle, quiet, 
respectful, peaceful, and humble man. 
His face was full of Haya’, smile, 
and brightness. We met regularly at 
his home on Victor Lewis Drive. He 
was the land committee treasurer. 
In meetings he was mostly quiet. He 
hated arguments, confrontations, 
raising of voices and too much talk. 
He listened carefully to every detail 
of our discussions and arguments, 
making comments sometimes and 
asking questions at other times. 
Seeing the New Center in place was 
his dream. He was extremely happy 
to see the land being purchased and 
to issue the cheque for the purchase of 

the land.

Dr. Usmani was visible in all community events. He was 
keen in attending and participating in every community 
gathering and function  (seminars, conferences, dinners, 
picnics, general body meeting etc.) despite his health 
limitations. His advice was to be always close to the 
Masjid, and not to boycott the Masjid, no matter how 
upset or angry you are. He hosted in his house the Urdu 
Tafseer Halaqa organized by our respected brother, Ayub 
Hamid. In early days he used to teach in the weekend 
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Islamic School and was involved in the building of our 
present Hazelwood Masjid and was a trustee in charge 
of collecting funds.

Dr. Usmani had a very successful career. He received his 
Masters degree from Aligarh Muslim University, India, 
and Ph.D. in Numerical Analysis from the University 
of British Columbia. He arrived in Winnipeg in June 
1967, as a member of the Computer Science faculty at 
the University of Manitoba. He later transferred to the 
Applied Math’s Department U of M. He was well known 
around the world in his field of research. He produced 
over 80 papers in his related field and was the author of 
three books.

Dr. Usmani was confined to a wheel chair in 1968 after 
having had a surgery of the spine to remove a  tumor. 
He spent a year in the Rehabilitation Hospital. Although 
he was physically disabled, his spirit remained high 
and he was active up until his last days of life. In 1995 
Dr. Usmani went to visit his homeland, India, with his 
respected wife Sr. Denise. Suffering from kidney failure, 
he became increasingly ill and passed away in India at 
the age of 61. He was buried in the village of his birth, 
Pataunja, U.P. He left behind three children from his 
first marriage, a daughter (Anjum), a son (Naiyer) and a 

second son (Qaiser), plus his two wives, his mother, four 
brothers and two sisters.

Once he was interviewed by Sr. Sadia Warsi for the MSA 
newsletter (Vol. 2. No. 6 October 1990) and she asked him: 
What things do you enjoy doing when you have time off 
from your busy schedule? He replied, “Reading (history, 
literature, biography) keeping up with world news 
(via TV), and visiting friends and relatives whenever 
possible”. His respected wife Sr. Denise, describes him in 
the following words “I met him when he was recovering 
from surgery and at that time I was searching for Muslims 
after I had glanced through Quran. Seeing how much love 
he had for Islam even after what he went through and 
the visible strength of faith he possessed, made me feel 
that this was what I was searching for. We were married 
four years after I did Shahadda and I remained with him 
until the day of his death. I miss him and pray for him, he 
was a inspiration to all ages”. Our respected brother, Dr. 
Mirghani Sheikheldin describes him in following words, 
“he was a giant man. I have never seen him with a gloomy 
face, he was always smiling and high spirited.”

Given his great qualities, Dr. Usmani was a highly 
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respected and regarded man; he was truly a father of our 
community. He was a man whom we loved, respected, 
revered, and looked towards for direction during difficult 
times. His contributions to the community are many; the 
New Center* once it is built will be one of them.

Remembering good people after their death, making 
prayer for them, and recognizing their good work is the 
least that we should do for them. May Allah bless one of 
the fathers of our community, Dr. Usmani, and shower 
him with His Mercy.

Published in Manitoba Muslim May 2001

*The New Centre was completed and officially opened on 
January 2007.

This article was republished in connection with the Dr. 
Riaz Usmani Award for Fortitude that was presented at the 
United We Stand dinner.

Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are the sole 
responsibility of their authors.

Community Services 
Contact List

Social Services:
Counseling and social services:
a) Canadian Muslim Women’s Institute (CMWI)

Assisting newcomers: English classes, sewing 
programs, community pantry, swimming classes  
and more.
• Location: Winnipeg Central Mosque, 715 Ellice Ave
• Contact: 943-8539
• Website: www.cmwi.ca

b) Islamic Social Services Association
• Location: 201- 72 Princess Street 
• Contact: 944-156 
• Website: http://issaservices.com

Financial Assistance:
MIA Takaful Social Assistance Fund

• Website: http://www.miaonline.org/services
• Contact: takaful@miaonline.org

Marriage officers (licensed)
a) MIA Imam: imam@miaonline.org
b) Sheikh Yassir Ali: yassir_ali1@hotmail.com
c) Omar Siddiqui: jibreel2000@yahoo.com

Youth and Student Services:
Youth camps and activities

• Website: http://www.winnipegmuslims.ca
University of Manitoba Muslim Student Association

• Website: http://www.ummsa.org

Other Organizations:
Zubaidah Tallab Foundation

• Website: http://zubaidahtallab.com
Canadian Islamic Chamber of Commerce

• Website: http://www.islamicchamber.ca
Canadian Muslim Leadership Institute Inc.

• Website: http://www.canadamuslimleaders.ca
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Canadian Muslim Women’s Institute 

Swimming Program for Women 
Sherbrook Swimming Pool 

381 Sherbrook Street 
 

 

 

Sundays from 5:30pm to 7:00pm 

8 sessions March 18 – May 6 

Swimming lessons by certified female instructors 

and extra swim time all included 

Cost: $40 per person 

Space is limited 

Deadline for registration is March 9th 

Call CMWI Office at 943‐8539 for more information 

 

 



VOLUME 13, ISSUE 1 • 25

Syria – Country profile

• Syria occupies a central place in the history of Islam 
and civilization. Its capital, the city of Damascus, 
was the capital of the Islamic Empire for about a 
century during the Ommayed rule. For centuries 
Syria, in particular its capital Damascus, remained 
the center of knowledge and learning. Many worldly 
re-known scholars, leaders and commanders came 
from Syria.

• Syria was occupied by France after the fall of Othman 
Empire. It gained its independence in 1946.

• In 1970 President Hafiz Al-Assa, a member of Alwite 
minority, and his Pan Arab Nationalist Bath party 
took power in a Military coup and established an 
authoritarian regime. 

• In February 1982 a popular uprising against the 
regime of Al-Assad was brutally crashed, leading to 
the deaths of an estimated 20 - 40 thousand citizens 
of the city of Hama. 

• Following the demise of Hafiz Al-Assad, his son 
Bashar became President of Syria in July 2000.  

• In March, 2011, as part of the “Arab Spring”, protests 
began in Syria, demanding 
freedom and equality. The 
protests spread across the 
country with greater demand 
of the resignation of Bashar 
Al-Assad. 

• The Bashar regime 
responded with brutal 
force, leading to the deaths 
of thousands of innocent 
citizens and the displacement 
and imprisonment of many 
others.

• The number of dead keeps 
increasing by the day and the 
death toll is estimated in the 
thousands.  

Country basic data: 

• Population: 22.5 million (UN, 2010)

• Area: 185,180 sq km (71,498 sq miles)

• Main exports: Oil, gas

• GNI per capita: US $2,790 (World Bank, 2010)

• Language(s): Arabic (official), Kurdish, Armenian, 
Aramaic, Circassian, some French and English.

• Religion(s): Majority Sunni; other minorities include: 
Christian, Alawite, Twelver & Ismaeli Shia, Druze, 
Yazidis and Jews.



people and his execution is viewed as having been 
unjust.

• In recognition of his legacy, Manitoba has recently 
declared the third Monday of February as an official 
holiday.
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• Born on October 22, 1844 in 
the Red River Settlement 
in Manitoba.

• Was educated at St. 
Boniface and studied 
for the priesthood at the 
College de Montréal; as 
well studied law with 
Rodolphe Laflamme.

• The provisional government he established 
negotiated the terms under which the modern 
province of Manitoba entered the Canadian 
Confederation.

• He was a central figure in what is known as “the 
North West rebellion”. Riel sought to preserve 
Métis rights and culture as their homelands in the 
Northwest.

• Riel was forced into exile in the United States as a 
result of the controversial execution of Thomas Scott 
during the rebellion.

• Riel returned from exile; charged by the Canadian 
Federal government and executed in Regina on Nov 
16, 1885. His body was buried in St Boniface.

• Despite his execution, Riel is hailed as the  “Métis 
leader” and “founder of Manitoba”. In the West he 
is viewed as a man who stood for the rights of his 
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Glimpse at our Canadian history:  
Louis David Riel, founder of Manitoba
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