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Editorial

this historic moment. They shattered the myth that
Egypt was divided along religious lines and Muslims are
attacking Christian churches and institutions.
May Allah bless Egypt, the people of Egypt and may this
revolution be a dawn into an era of freedom and justice
for Egyptians and all oppressed people.

We are all Egyptians!
The youth of Egypt made us all proud! They restored
a sense of dignity, self worth and hope, not only to the
Egyptian masses, but all oppressed people across the
world. They unequivocally said “Kefaya” –enough- to
a tyrant and his cronies. They said no to corruption,
autocracy, human rights violation, nepotism and
brutality. For three weeks they firmly stood their ground,
facing courageously threats and intimidations by thugs
and criminals. They sent an unmistakable message to
every tyrant: your days are numbered, step down before
you are wiped out by your people.
Egypt is a dear part of the Muslim region that was
crushed by demagogues and lost is soul for decades. The
cradle of civilization, the land of history and antiquity,
the land of Al-Azhar, the land of great men and women
was reduced to a fiefdom of a power hungry demagogue
and his goons. Its institutions were corrupted, its talented
people exiled, its young demoralized and its intellectuals
jailed.
The generation of “face book” and “twitters” has smashed
the “wall of fear”, created by the tyrants, sending shivers
to the demagogues and tyrants of the whole region. They
dispelled the Islamophobic stereotyping of Muslim youth
in the West. They have forced the media to change its
portrayal of the Muslim youth; they demonstrated to the
world that the Muslim youth, like everyone else, cherish
freedom, justice, rule of law, civility and tolerance. Egypt
was largely known as the land of Pyramids of Pharoahs;
from now on it will be known as the land of courage and
bravery of the youth.
It was indeed uplifting to see all Egyptians from all walks
of life speaking in one voice. From its worldly reknown
scientists, Farouk El-Baz, to the most eminent scholar
of Islam, Sheikh Yusuf Alqaradawi, to the university
students, to mothers and grandmothers.
It was truly invigorating to see the young scholars of
Al-Azhar, defying orders of the government appointed
Imam of Al-Azhar and joining their people in the Tahrir
square, leading them in prayers and delivering sermons.
The Al-Azhar, the oldest and most prestigious Islamic
learning institution was, for decades, reduced to an
extension of the autocracy, giving it religious legitimacy
and silencing its critics.
It was certainly refreshing to see Christians and Muslims
standing side by side, praying, marching and sharing

Community
News
Births:
Br. Tareq El-Tasee and Sr. Aiche were blessed with a
baby girl named Samira, born on December 29, 2010.

Condolences:

Sr. Basilla Khan passed away in Winnipeg on Friday,
November 5, 2010. She is survived by her loving children
Fazal (Luchie) of Maryland, USA, Yasmin (Rizwaan),
Farouk ( Shireen) and her loving grand-children Roweena
(Ryan), Alan, Amanda (Dave), Ryad, Imran, Jamal,
Shameer and great- grandson Amari.

Local Events
ISSA Conference
Islamic Social Services (ISSA) held a two day conference
in November, 2010, designed for all service sectors
including social services, mental health, general health,
education, law enforcement, government and public
agencies, multi-cultural and settlement agencies. The
aim of the conference was to foster mutual respect,
improve understanding and to inform constructively
and professionally about Islam and to educate
participants about the cultural and spiritual diversity of
Canadian Muslims.
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Meeting with Michael Ignatief,
leader of the federal Liberal party
Manitoba Islamic Association, Winnipeg Central Mosque,
Islamic Social Services Association, Zubaidah Tallab
Foundation, Canadian Muslim Leadership Institute and
a group of community members had a private meeting
with the leader of the liberal party, Michael Ignatief in
November 2010. Present at the meeting were Liberal
MP Kevin Lamoureux, MP Anita Neville and others.
Discussions included a range of issues with the main
focus on Canada’s foreign policy, cuts to social programs,
selling of Asbestos to developing nations, denial of
services to niqabi women, profiling of Muslims, and
terrorism.

Words of
Revelation
Qur’aan
On the end of Pharaoh:
“Truly Pharaoh elated himself in the land and broke
up its people into sections, depressing a small group
among them: their sons he slew, but he kept alive
their females: for he was indeed a maker of mischief.
And We wished to be Gracious to those who were
being depressed in the land, to make them leaders
and make them heirs; to establish a firm place for
them in the land, and to show Pharaoh, Haman, and
their hosts, at their hands, the very things against
which they were taking precautions.
(Surrah 28, verses: 4-6)

Hadith
On injustice:
“Fear injustice. Injustice will appear as darkness on the
Day of Rising. Fear avarice. Avarice destroyed people
before you and led them to shed one another’s blood
and to make lawful what was unlawful for them.”
– Bukhari.

Community spiritual night
The first spiritual night was held at the Waverley
mosque on November 6, 2010, after Isha prayer. The
program included nightly prayer (Qiyam), spiritual
reminders and refreshments. The event ended by 10:00
pm and was well attended by both brothers and sisters.
The second spiritual night was held on December 3. The
program is intended to be held monthly, every Saturday
and will be open to the whole family.

Eid Al-Adha celebrations
Eid Al-Adha was colorfully held at the convention
center on November 16, 2010. On the weekend, various
Eid celebrations were held. On the Saturday a kids Eid
party, organized by the Zubaidah Talab Foundation,
was held at the Waverley Mosque and on Sunday, the
MIA Eid dinner was held at the Waverley Mosque. The
dinner was well attended; the program included short
welcoming speeches by MIA president and the Imam.
Children had their own special program.

MIA Town hall meeting
On November 28, 2010, the MIA Executive Council elected
on June 6th held a town hall meeting to provide updates
and to discuss MIA affairs. Reports were presented by
the MIA President, Secretary and Treasurer. The reports
highlighted challenges facing the new Executive Council
since their election, accomplishments, financial situation,
as well as updates on the pending court case.

Reflections on the New Hijra Year
1432
On November 29, 2010, an evening session was held at
the Waverley mosque on the occasion of the end of the
Hijri year. The program included a speech reflecting on
the lessons learnt from the Hijrah.

Seminar on the autopsy of a
deceased Muslim
On Sunday December 5, 2010, the Manitoba Muslim
Seniors Association held a seminar on autopsy at the
Waverley masjid. The main speaker was Dr. Thambirajah
Balachandra, Chief Medical Examiner in Manitoba. The
meeting begun with a brief presentation on autopsy; the
Islamic view followed by the main speaker and ended
with a question and answer session.
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Fundraising for Pakistan flood relief
On December 18, 2010, students in the Tanvir Peace
Academy organized a fundraising Eid Bazaar at the
Waverley mosque.

Kids Fun day
On Saturday, December 25, 2010, The Zubaidah Tallab
Foundation held a kids and family party at the Waverley
mosque. The purpose of the event was to provide an
entertainment avenue for kids during the Christmas
vacation.

Al-Maghrib Seminar
Between January 7-10, 2011, the 4th weekend Al-Maghrib
seminar was held at the University of Manitoba. The
seminar’s title was: The Prophet’s Smile, focusing on
the characteristics of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). The
seminar’s instructor was Sheikh Navaid Aziz.

Canadian Muslim Leadership
(CMLI) new trainees
The 2nd round of CMLI leadership trainees session
was held on January 21, 2011. Seventeen students out
of twenty-two applicants are registered for this year’s
program, many from Winnipeg, some from other cities in
Canada. Present at the opening session were politicians,
government officials, members of various organizations
and members of the Muslim community. The CMLI
leadership training program runs for a full year. The
trainees attend a number of weekend retreats where
they have an opportunity to listen to various experts
on leadership, as well as meeting leaders of various
organizations. Following their graduation, a mentor is
assigned to each student for a period of time.

Rally in support of Egyptian
uprising
On Saturday February 5, 2011, members of the local
Egyptian and Muslim community, in conjunction with
other groups, held a rally in support of the Egyptian
uprising. About 200 people braved the cold weather
and gathered at the legislative building.

Gathering to celebrate resignation
of President Mubarak

On Friday, February 11, 2011, the day Mubarak resigned,
there was joy and festivity across the local Muslim
community. Many people gathered at the Waverley
mosque after Isha in a festive mood, congratulating each
other, listening to inspiring speeches and enjoying sweets
and deserts. As well, fireworks were held at the back of
the mosque and prayers were made for the martyrs. A
number of Christian Egyptians joined the festivity and
CBC reports were present. The event continued until late
into the night.

The Muslim community of
Manitoba in 2010 (1431/1432 Hijri)
This was a difficult year for the Manitoba Islamic
Association (MIA) in Winnipeg. The frictions within the
MIA Executive Council, the conflict over the Imam, the
court challenges, allegation of terror links to Winnipeg
and the unprecedented media attention had a major toll
on the community. On the other hand, there were many
positive educational, social and dawah initiatives taking
place within the same year. As well, most of the regular
programs and services were continuing uninterrupted.
Highlights from 2010 include:
• Opening of the Canadian Muslim Leadership
Institute, 1st class of leadership trainees in January.
• Resignation of 5 of the 7 MIA Executive Council
members in February.
• Al-Maghrib Institute’s first opening seminar held
in February, followed by three other seminars
throughout the year.
• University of Manitoba Muslim Student Association
20th annual conference held in February, featuring
Abdulraheem Green (England) and Sheikh Jamal
Hamoudah (Calgary) as speakers.
• The first public Teach-in Café on Muslim women’s
dress held in the Centennial Library in May, was
attended by the public at large.
• First annual Islamic conference held in May,
organized by the Abbyssinian study group.
• The Assiniboine Credit Union begins offering
Islamic Home financing in May.
• MIA Special General Assembly meeting held
in June, resulting in the election of a new MIA
Executive Council.
continued on page 4
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• Graduation of the first batch of 13 Muslim students
from the Canadian Muslim Leadership Institute in
June.
• Canadian Islamic Chamber of Commerce second
annual business Award Gala, held in June,
featuring speaker, Sheikh Hamid Salimi (Toronto)
with recognition awards to Mohamed Al-Sharief
(Ottawa), Mohamed Elmasry (Waterloo), Ismael
Mukhtar and Wajih Zeid.
• Second annual Islamic convention held in June,
sponsored by the Somali study group, featuring a
number of speakers including Sheikh Said Rageah
(Toronto).
• Second annual youth Awakening camp, for both
sisters and brothers, held in July.
• The first court hearing by Justice MacCawely in July
on the court case launched by Dr. Warriach.
• Various fundraising events held to collect funds for
the victims of the Pakistani flood by MIA, Pakistani
Association, ISSA and many others.

• The first “Islam alive” conference held in September,
featuring speakers, Atlaf Husain (USA), Dawud
Walid (USA), Zijad Delic (Ottawa), Monia Mazigh
(Ottawa), Amal Killawi (USA).
• Opening of the “1st light Quran class” at Waverley
mosque in October, with over 100 registered
students.
• Opening of Tanvir Peace Academy, held at the
University of Manitoba campus in October.
• Opening of the first mosque in the North Pole in
November, sponsored by the Zubaidah Tallab
Foundation of Manitoba.
• Islamic Social Services Association (ISSA)
conference on Islam geared to the larger public held
in November.
• Cancellation of MIA’s 42nd Annual General
Meeting, due to the court challenge.
• First monthly community spiritual night program
held in November at Waverley.
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Announcements
Scholarship for Female University
students
The Islamic Education Foundation of Manitoba Inc. will
award five hundred dollar scholarships to two female
students for 2011 who must be enrolled in Canadian
Universities.
For details and application forms visit www.iefm.net or
call Yasmin Khan at 204-275-1322.

Community
Profile
Dr. Abdulatif Haresha
By: Usman Mohammed
Dr. Abdulatif Haresha is a Pediatrician and Family
Physician, who has been a very important
resource to the Muslim community in
Winnipeg for over a decade and half. Since
his arrival in Winnipeg in 1995, he has been
actively involved in public speaking and
conducting Friday prayers at the University
of Manitoba, all of the mosques in Winnipeg,
various penitentiaries in the city as well as the
Health Sciences Centre. We caught up with him
recently to get his perspective on his journey
so far and reflections on various events and
changes in the community. Below is an excerpt
of his interview with the Manitoba Muslim.
Q. Could you give us a brief history of your
background?
A. I was born in downtown Tripoli, Libya, in an old part
of town with Ottoman architecture. As you know, Libya
was colonized by the Ottoman Empire. I was raised in

Tripoli where I completed primary and secondary school
and seven years of medical training. In 1993, after one
year of internship, I decided to move to Canada and have
been here since. Interestingly I stayed in Winnipeg all
that time. Many people ask me about my decision to stay
here and not leave for bigger cities. One reason I stayed
was because of my brother, who spent eleven years in
Winnipeg, from 1983 until 1993 when he moved back to
Libya. I also didn’t move because I love this community
and still do. I had the opportunity over time to move to
other cities after completing further medical training that
enabled me to work anywhere in North America and
other parts of the world, but I didn’t move. I feel that
I have a strong attachment to the city and it is largely
responsible for keeping me here.
Q. You mentioned your love for this community and I
could see the passion and sincerity in your eyes when
you talked about not moving from Winnipeg. What is
it about Winnipeg and this community that keeps you
here?
A. We had one united community and it has been the
case as far as I can remember, regardless of some minor
differences that were largely overcome. It has been
that way since 1993 when I came and got involved in
various community activities at the masjid. I avoided
any executive roles for a number of reasons at the time.
Firstly, I was a medical student, very busy and I was not
fully settled in Winnipeg, having only recently arrived in
Canada. Even after I became settled, I did not want any
executive role because I was busy doing my residency
and felt I could not truly fulfill the responsibilities
required of any position. However, I was active and gave
khutbahs, was an Imam at the Health Sciences Centre for
5 years and I went weekly to the penitentiary
in 2001. I felt that the community gave
me a lot of support, encouragement and
opportunities to serve them, and I felt that
staying in it was a way of giving back. Also
the majority of the people I met and worked
with were good to me and cooperative. They
reached out even if they weren’t here for
long because of the dynamics of pursuing
academic and economic opportunities
elsewhere. I started out as family physician.
I had the opportunity to move to the United
States after I got the license to practice there,
but turned it down. One of my colleagues advised me
not to move. At the time I had just gotten married in 1996
and he told me that the social life here was much better.
So I decided to stay here and practice family medicine.
I worked as a family physician for two years at the
McGregor Medical Centre. In 2006 I decided to specialize
and become a Pediatrician.
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Q. How and what inspired you to acquire the Islamic
knowledge that enabled you to serve the community in
a variety of ways since you arrived in Winnipeg?
A. Thank you, this is a very good question and I have
been asked this question many times. I did study with
scholars in Libya for a number of years, particularly a
scholar called Abdulatif Al-Shuwaish; we have the same
first name. To be honest, I don’t think I learnt a lot on
my own. However I learnt much about character from
this scholar. He had health problems and was often
sick, yet he would come and give the lessons in spite
of his ill health. He was also an old man, and I was
touched by his commitment. It moved me greatly and
was inspired to seek knowledge and actively use it. For
example, he used to lead the night prayers for 3 hours.
Many people could not keep up and would sit, but he
stood in spite of his health. He was sick but so strong
and you could see the light from his face because of his
wonderful character. Although I learnt some fiqh, hadith
and tafseer in the four years that I was with him, I feel
that all that is little in comparison to what I learnt from
his character. I advise my respected brothers and sisters
of all ages, to seek knowledge and start at anytime.
One of the Shafeeh scholars Ibn Battor, started seeking
knowledge in his forties. He didn’t know anything and
started from scratch. He slowly acquired the knowledge

and became one of the leading scholars in that school of
thought. So people should not use age as an excuse but
recognize we are here to gain knowledge and strive to
be among the inheritors of the prophets. The prophets
did not leave behind money or material wealth; they
left us knowledge, for it is truly what elevates us. Even
in worldly matters, knowledge raises your status. So I
studied using tapes from the scholars and also with small
books. I started learning slowly because the knowledge
out there is great, like a sea. It is impossible to drink a
large volume of water at once, but slowly, one spoon at
a time, you can accumulate a great deal of it. I started
with the small books that addressed the basics or Usul
or fundamentals and over time I had acquired enough of
the foundation to begin my intellectual encounters with
the more advanced topics. These fundamentals enabled
me to understand and gain insights into how the scholars
were able to extract knowledge from the various sources
of Islamic jurisprudence.. So in addition to reading the
Quran and Sunnah, I studied tapes of scholars who
had learnt ways to extract wisdom from these primary
sources. I continued to do this throughout my medical
training in Libya and slowly acquired knowledge over
many years of dedicated study. It was not easy but I
knew and appreciated the value and Allah guided and
sustained my interest in this endeavor.
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Q. How were you able to cope with the rigorous
demands of medical school whilst searching for
knowledge and remaining active in the community?
A. You see, Subhanallah that’s the thing. Alhamdulillah,
when the light of Imaan comes to your heart, this is
the truth, I have to admit that. I remember towards the
end of 1986, a man came to me and told me Allah has
blessed me with some intellectual ability. He said that I
should use that ability to do the things that Allah SWT
will be pleased with. I was moved by this advice, and
since then, Subhanallah I started to seek knowledge. I
barely missed any congregational prayers, which is
even better. I love Fajr prayer; please if you want to be a
good Muslim, don’t miss Fajr. I am not saying pray Fajr
at home. Praying Fajr at home is not known, it’s not in
the dictionary of the first three generations of our pious
predecessors. The best generation of Muslims according
to our Prophet, always prayed Fajr in congregation in
the House of God. When we desert it, we lose a part of
our identity as Muslims. Praying Fajr in congregation
helped me keep my identity as a Muslim and made it
easy for me to pass on that identity to my children by
teaching them Islam, Qur’an and Deen. I am not saying
that I haven’t lost some parts of that heritage, but that
part that I retained is very important. Generally I believe
that if we stay connected with the community, it will
help preserve a lot of your heritage and Islamic identity
as opposed to being cut off from it. Yes, to a degree we
will lose a part of it, but the basic things like Tawheed,
Imaan and a pure spirit will be largely intact. All these
result from attachment to the House of God. I believe
that this is very important to people who care about
maintaining their Imaan, because you will be constantly
renewing your faith. So since my encounter with that
man, I started studying Fiqh, Tafseer and Sunnah along
with the Sheikh and on my own. I loved learning and
started teaching members of my family. Alhamdulillah,
my sisters are all grown up and married but they still
remember many of the Hadeeth that I taught them.
Unfortunately I had to leave; this is one of my greatest
regrets. They were young at that time and had learnt a lot.
We should teach our families and share our knowledge
with them. As we concern ourselves with other worldly
things, we should have concern and time for Allah SWT
and make time to share our knowledge of deen with our
families and people we are responsible for, because we
will be questioned about this on the day of resurrection.
Teach them about Allah and His Creation in a respectful,
appealing and good way. It is very important.
Q. I could hear some regret in your voice when you
talked about the time that you had to leave your family
and stop those lessons. Who was able to fill that void, and
what advice do you have for Muslims who encounter
that situation to find ways to mitigate that loss?

A. Nobody was able to fill that void. That was so sad. We
could have found ways to do it over the phone or fax, but
we didn’t. Alhamdulillah, now with email and Facebook
and other new technological applications, it is easier to
transmit knowledge across great distances. We should
use technology to serve and preserve our deen and do
Da’wah. This is something that is important. However
I continued to do that here. Basically I learnt something;
I learnt that we all as human beings make mistakes. The
problem is not making mistakes or to forget, the problem
is to continue making those mistakes or justify those
mistakes in your mind, when it is clear that it is wrong.
So Imaan or Hidaya, particularly with regard to doing
acts of worship or Ibaada, Zakah, any acts of worship,
you do it in the light of Allah SWT, and you hope for the
reward from Allah and nothing else. If you are avoiding
Mawsiya or doing Tauba, you are doing it also in the
light of Allah SWT, the light you should get by fearing
the wrath of Allah. That is something we should have.
So I learnt that whatever you know, you should share it.
Just as if you spend your wealth in the way of God, it will
never ever diminish, because it is sadaqah. So if you give
knowledge, Allah will give you knowledge and then He
will help you practice that knowledge.
Q. I would like your thoughts on the community and
the challenges you see our community facing since the
time you first arrived?
A. Since my time here, I have seen many executives
and presidents pass through seven or more, different
phases of our community development. I feel there
are many factors responsible for the challenges facing
our community and why we don’t see the sort of
productivity our faith demands from us as a community.
It was our hope that at this point our community would
have produced at least twenty scholars, well versed in
the religious sciences. Some say it is too much because
our community is small. However I think it is not beyond
a community with approximately 6,000 members. We
could have actually have done much more than that.
Alhamdulillah, we were hoping for a bigger masjid and
we accomplished that goal. It was a great achievement
with a lot of hard work and commitment from some
members of our community. Some have passed away,
may Allah have mercy on them, and some are still
alive. May Allah reward them for their effort. In spite
of that, we were hoping for more achievements. I think
that if we build our capacity and have the feeling and
responsibility of the deen of Allah SWT, if we have the
feeling and spirit, God willing, we will be able to achieve
more. I advise that people who have the ability and
know they have the vision and expertise to move our
community forward, should step forward and do it. This
continued on page 8
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is very important. Insha Allah, with the help of every
member of our community, we will achieve even more
that what we hoped for.
Q. What are some of your hopes and aspirations for
our community ten, twenty years from now?
A. I want this community to be stronger, one heart and
one hand. I can’t imagine how that cannot be the case,
when our Lord is one, our deen is one, our intention is
one, our goal is one and our book is one and yet, we don’t
have one heart, one hand. I hope that our community
can achieve more than what we have achieved. Building
a masjid is fine, it is a very good achievement, however,
an equally important or perhaps more important
achievement will be to build people as leaders to lead
our community. Building people is more important or
more valuable, because when you build people, you
build a community, you strengthen that community. If
we are weak, we don’t love each other, we don’t care for
and respect each other, we don’t have the deen of Allah
and the light of faith, we don’t have the brotherhood,
which is important in Islam. When the Prophet came to
Madinah to build a society, the first thing he built was a
masjid, then brotherhood, then a constitution and then
an army. He built the masjid first and then the people
who will congregate in the masjid. He built a strong bond
between the members of the community, brotherhood
and sisterhood, so great, never before seen in human
history. We know the story of Saeed Ibn Rabbiah and
Abdurrahman Ibn Auf, and how he offered him half
of everything he owned in the spirit of brotherhood.
This is the kind of brotherhood that we need. We don’t
need brothers and sisters who have no respect for one
another. We need the kind who can forgive others and
work for the betterment of our community. Let’s put
aside our differences and work towards benefiting our
community; that is very important. Without building
people and showing our youth good examples in our
gatherings, our executive meetings, our elections, how
can we convince them about how beautiful our religion
is. Islam is more importantly, leading by example, not
by how much knowledge you have, but how much you
applied so people can benefit from it. I am hoping that
this community can have one hand and one heart, and to
forgive each other for the betterment of our community.
I am hoping we can build a bigger and better school,
to expand study circles and increase knowledge. To
have bigger and better camps for youth and families
all year round. Finally it is my hope that we build a big
library, something similar to the Millennium library in
downtown, which will be devoted to knowledge and
open to members of the public. This is something I will
be willing to support financially and totally commit to in
the future, when we reach that point.

Articles
The Significance of the Hijrah
(migration)
By: Dr. Ibrahim B. Syed*

The significance of Hijrah (the migration of Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him, to Madinah) is not
limited to the Islamic history or to the Muslims. The
Hijrah not only reshaped - socially and politically - the
Arab Peninsula, but also had its impact on worldwide
civilizations.
Throughout the history of Islam, the migration was a
transitional line between the two major eras, regarding
the message of Islam; the era of Makkah and the era of
Madinah. In its essence, this signified a transition from
one phase to another, as follows:
• Transition from the position of weakness, where the
non-believers of Makkah — particularly the people
of Quraish — humiliated, tortured and killed
Muslims, to the position of strength. This is where
Muslims were allowed to defend themselves and
were able to defeat their adversaries.
• Transition from spreading Islam through individual
Da’wah (inviting others to Islam) to the spreading of
Islam through institutionalized Da’wah, initiated by
the state.
• Transition from a position where Muslims
represented a small group of people, surrounded by
enemies and threatened by death, to the position of
a regional power with a strong central leadership.
This was one that was surrounded by a large
number of followers and allies.
• Transition of Da’wah from regionalism, where
the focus was only on the Quraish and the tribes
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surrounding Makkah, to the phase of universalism.
This is where the Muslim State began reaching out
to Persia, Egypt and the Byzantine Empire.
• Transition from being a simple Islamic group of
believers, to being the Islamic Ummah (nation).
This is an organized Islamic state, with a central
leadership and other organizations.
• Transition, which is most significant for early
Muslims, to the phase in which Islam was not
only the act of worship, but a way of life. This
was encompassing politics, economics, social
interactions and every other aspect of life. This was
the first time when Islam was looked upon as a
comprehensive religion.
This contrast between the two periods is clearly
noticeable in the Qur’anic discourse. Muslim scholars
describe the part of Qur’an that was revealed in Makkah
as the Makkan Qur’an, and that which was revealed in
Madinah as the Madini Qur’an.
Although both parts are intermingled in the Qur’an and
constitute one divine script, the discourse of both parts
can be clearly discerned. Whereas the part revealed in
Makkah concentrated on Tawheed (the Oneness of
Allah/monotheism), the part revealed in Madinah
covered rules regarding Islamic life in general.

strengthen, and the people developed an entire society
based on Islamic principles.
The Islamic calendar is the official calendar in many
Muslim countries, especially Saudi Arabia. Other
Muslim countries use the Gregorian calendar for civil
purposes and only turn to the Islamic calendar for
religious purposes.
12 Lunar Months Each Year
The Islamic year has twelve months that are based on a
lunar cycle. Islamic months begin at sunset of the first
day, the day when the lunar crescent is visually sighted.
The lunar year is approximately 354 days long, so the
months rotate backward through the seasons and are
not fixed to the Gregorian calendar. The months of the
Islamic year are:
1. Muharram (“Forbidden” - it is one of the four holy
months during which it is forbidden to wage war
or fight)
2. Safar (“Empty” or “Yellow”)
3. Rabia Awal (“First spring”)
4. Rabia Thani (“Second spring”)

There is no doubt whatsoever that the migration of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) to Madinah
was the crucial event that established the Islamic
civilization. This was a civilization that thrived for many
centuries.

5. Jumaada Awal (“First freeze”)

What is the Hijrah Calendar?

9. Ramadan (“Parched thirst” - this is the month of
daytime fasting)

Muslims measure the passage of time using the Islamic
(Hijrah) calendar. This calendar has twelve lunar months,
the beginning and ending of which are determined by
the sighting of the crescent moon. Years are counted since
the Hijrah, which is when Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
migrated from Mecca to Madinah (approximately July
622 CE).
The Islamic calendar was first introduced by the close
companion of the Prophet, ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab.
During his leadership of the Muslim community, in
approximately 638 CE, he consulted with his advisors in
order to come to a decision regarding the various dating
systems used at that time. It was agreed that the most
appropriate reference point for the Islamic calendar was
the Hijrah, since it was an important turning point for
the Muslim community. After the emigration to Madinah
(formerly known as Yathrib), the Muslims were able to
organize and establish the first real Muslim “community,”
with social, political, and economic independence. Life in
Madinah allowed the Muslim community to mature and

6. Jumaada Thani (“Second freeze”)
7. Rajab (“To respect” - this is another holy month
when fighting is prohibited)
8. Sha’ban (“To spread and distribute”)

10. Shawwal (“To be light and vigorous”)
11. Dhul-Qi’dah (“The month of rest” - another
month when no warfare or fighting is allowed)
12. Dhul-Hijjah (“The month of Hajj” - this is the
month of the annual pilgrimage to Mecca, again
when no warfare or fighting is allowed)
*Dr. Ibrahim B. Syed is President of Islamic Research
Foundation International, Inc.
Excerpts from: irfi.org
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Tunisia: a ray of hope in a midst of
despair!
By: Ismael Mukhtar
Tunisia is a tiny Arab nation located in North Africa. It
rarely makes it to the news headlines. Yet recently it has
taken center stage and became synonymous to popular
courage and resilience. Tunisia is the land of a renowned
prolific poet, Abul-Qasim Al Shabi (1909- 1934), whose
words, particularly three verses from his poem, has
inspired generations. The echoes of these three verses
reverberate across the Arab world and are part of the
official national anthem of Tunisia. The translated
meanings of these verses are:
“When the people have the will to live {in dignity},
destiny must surely respond; Darkness will disappear;
chains will certainly break!”
It is ironic that the very land in which these powerful
words are sung day and night, has been ruled by
despots from the day of its inception. Bourguiba, the
first president of the country named himself “president
for life” and imposed decades long ruthless dictatorship.
Once he was asked by a group of journalists, what is the
system of government in Tunisia? He responded without
hesitation; “What system? I am the system!”
Ben Ali, who served as interior minister under
Bourguiba, took power in 1987. He became the master
of oppression, curtailing free speech and suppressing
dissent. During his rule many daring intellectuals and
activists were jailed and tortured and many were forced
to flee the country. His repressive security apparatus was
so entrenched in every sphere of Tunisian life, nobody
thought that any group of people could dare challenge
him, let alone topple him. To the surprise of many, within
a few weeks of the street protest by ordinary Tunisians,
he lost his grip on power and hastily left the country,
accompanied by some of his cronies. His family’s last
action of pillage was to take a large sum of gold from
the central bank, estimated to have a market value of 60
million US dollars!
Following the demise of Ben Ali, there were jubilations,
not only in Tunisia, but across the Arab world and
elsewhere. The implications of what happened in
Tunisia are far reaching. The first country to feel the
waves of the Tunisian uprising/civil unrest was Egypt,
the largest Arab country. The unthinkable happened
in Egypt. The wall of fear was shattered and the ruling
establishment was shaken to the core. Rulers of other
Arab countries became apprehensive. They know
that there is a simmering discontent within their own
populations and that they have been excessively abusing

their powers. They are already taking
measures to contain public anger
and are watchful for any sign
of disobedience within their
security apparatus. The Arab
masses and intellectuals,
on the other hand, are
ecstatic. “Yes, we can do” is
becoming their motto. Some
Arab intellectuals have long
argued that Arab masses are
timid, submissive and have
no courage to stand for their
rights. Many are now arguing
that Tunisia, followed by Egypt, has
dispelled that perception and the tide is on
the rise.
Interestingly, the deposed Tunisian dictator, like
many other dictators and despots, was for many years
a primary beneficiary of Western support. He and his
likes exploited the “war on terror” and presented himself
as a curtailer of extremism and radicalism. Accordingly,
Western powers turned a blind eye to his excesses.
Unfortunately, the same approach is still being followed
with other tyrants. The likes of Ben Ali, Mubarak and
their despotic leadership doesn’t curtail extremism, on
the contrary they create the social environment that is
conducive to the growth of extremism.
Removing Ben Ali was an important step for the people
of Tunisia, but they have a greater challenge ahead of
them. Far too many nations have been deprived of the
fruits of their hard labor by elements that hijacked public
revolt and replaced a departing despot with a new
despot. The people of Tunisia need to ensure that their
revolution isn’t stolen from them and that their country
will peacefully transition into an era of freedom, justice,
human rights and good governance.
Tunisia has given hopes to the oppressed Muslim masses
that they are stronger than any tyrant and they can
remove them with courage and determination.

Covering is Oppression:
Are Men Oppressed in the West?
Dr. Khalida tanvir Syed*
It is not just the ordinary Joe who thinks that covering is
oppression; even those who are in a teaching profession
are also ignorant of the facts. It is logical to wonder
why men are covered. Are they oppressed? Here is
one of my personal life experiences that I would like to
share. I was sitting in a PhD Seminar in 2007 with eight
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graduate students and a middle class professor. The
professor surprisingly asked me: are Muslim women
feeling oppressed because they have to cover? I was not
expecting that lack of knowledge from a professor who
was involved in the Diversity Institute research team.
Instead of answering him, I
looked at him with surprise,
he who himself was covered
from neck to toe, and I replied,
“if oppression is covering,
I think men are oppressed
in the West and women are
oppressed in the East.”
I think the problem with the
West is that they do not have
time to do some research on
their own and are relying on
second-hand misinformation
or misconceptions. It is so ironic that the West is so
concerned with the rights of Muslim women and yet I
ask how are they treating women here. I hear and read
statements such as, “Eh well, Muslim Women cannot
choose their dress code.” “Show me your face otherwise
no school/no public service for you”. If we followed
this logic that one’s face must be seen to have service, to
show identity, then we should shut down all university
distance education programs, stop using telephone
radio services and internet because you cannot see the
face. Is a piece of cloth so dangerous? If you want to see
my face for security or identification, hire more females
in the workforce because a woman who chooses to cover
her face in public will be happy to show her face to
female public servants, female teachers, female customs
officers, female medical doctors and of course female
police officers, but not to men. NO MORE!!
The negative campaign against Niqab and Hijab shows
that political leaders in powerful positions are wasting
taxpayers’ money and their own time and energies to
critique Muslim women’s dress code by passing laws
against this personal choice. Do you think they can stop
women wearing what they choose to wear? Let them
waste their time, money and energies. Sometimes these
aggressive actions do more damage than good.
The Quran says, “Ignore the fools!” Well, women will
keep wearing Niqab and Hijab because we choose to do
so. “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality,
tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one
directly, affects all indirectly.” (Martin Luther King, jr.,
1990)
On May 6, 2010, I attended a Public Teach-in Café: What
is a Hijab? Why Niqab? “Are you wondering about what
Muslim women wear and why? Come to a Public Teachin Café and listen to Muslim women tell their stories in

their own words. Ask questions so we can understand
each other in the spirit of an inclusive Canada.” The event
was organized by Islamic Social Services Association,
and sponsored by several local and national Muslim
agencies such as CAIR-CAN at Carol Shields auditorium,
Millennium Library, Winnipeg. Almost 150 people
attended and the majority of them were non-Muslims.
The stories of the Muslim women were very powerful
and Sister Shahina Siddiqui answered questions with
wisdom and humor. The girls’ and women’s stories were
so powerful. I am impressed that they had the courage
to speak out and speak loudly, saying publicly, be quiet,
no more dictations from Muslim or Non-Muslim political
leaders. Stop stereotyping Muslim women; Muslim
women were standing against injustice. Although they
were not wearing Niqab themselves but they were
speaking up and speaking loudly in solidarity with those
who choose to wear the Niqab. I applaud their courage
and harmonious voices. I am reminded of The Holy
Quran, Verse, 135, Surah 4, entitled, Al-Nisa- The women:
Oh you who believe. Stand out firmly, for Justice, as witness
to God, even if it may be against yourselves, or your parents
or your kin. (Chapter, Women, Quran)
Sitting in the audience, listening to very powerful stories
I wondered why these women were in this situation of
having to defend their dress code? I was so sad. Do you
think some day those women who uncover, show their
body parts, belly buttons, wear mini skirts and show
their thighs would have to defend themselves as to why
they uncover? I was also wondering if there should be
one session on men: why they cover from neck to toe?
Will the media demand an explanation from men in
regard to their dress code and ask them why they cover?
Why women choose to uncover is never questioned?
Why are their dress codes not questioned in the media, in
legislatures, in parliaments and in public meetings?
I think that Muslim political leaders cannot dictate to
me how much to cover? Similarly, non-Muslim political
leaders cannot dictate to me: How much to uncover?
What is the difference between Muslim political leaders’
who dictate to cover and non-Muslims political leaders
to uncover? I think that political leaders have to handle
bigger issues like poverty, health, education, social
justice to all and peace for all. They must stop discussing
women’s dress codes and wardrobes in legislatures,
parliaments and in public meetings.
My advice to the Muslim community is to stand together.
If Québec, France or any other country/state is not
respectful to us, who we are, and questions our dress code,
then let us take our human and financial resources to the
places, cities and countries where no one is questioning
our dress code/faith and dictating to us how much to
cover or uncover. Let us give our attention and place
continued on page 14
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The Ten Companions Who Were Promised
Jannah
* Match the description with the companion

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq

Umar bin Al-Khattab

Uthman bin Affan

Ali bin Abi Talib
Talha bin Ubaidullah

Zubair bin Al-Awwaam

Abdur-Rahman bin Awf

Sa’d bin Abi Waqqas

Saeed ibn Zayd
Abu Ubaidah Aamir bin
Abdullah

The Prophet Muhammed (PBUH)
referred to this companion as his
Disciple.
He is one of the Sahaba responsible
for bringing Islam to China. He
is buried in Guangzhou & his son
built the first masjid in China.
This companion served as the
secretary of the Prophet (PBUH)
and recorded the verses of the
Quran that were revealed to the
Prophet (PBUH).
This companion was the first adult
male to accept Islam.
He was a man to whom was given
the title ‘Aminul Ummah’, the
trustee of this nation.
This companion was one of the first
men to memorize the Quran, and
was instrumental in its compilation.
The Prophet Muhammed (PBUH)
nicknamed this companion the
“Living Shaheed” (Martyr) because
he continued to protect the Prophet
despite his severe injuries during
the battle of Uhud.
He was the first Muslim ruler to
establish courts of justice, appoint
judges and establish most of the
major political institutions of the
Muslim state.
When the Prophet (PBUH) passed
away, this companion took on the
responsibility of looking after the
needs of his family.
This companion accepted Islam at
the young age of 10.

Winnipeg Edition

• Winnipeg was the first city in
the world to develop the 911
emergency phone number.
• Folklorama, held in Winnipeg
each August, is North America’s
largest cultural festival featuring
pavilions celebrating over 40
ethnic cultures.
• Winnipeg was the first city in
Canada to establish a United Way
charity.
• The Pan American Games have
been held twice in Canada, both
of those times (1967 and 1999) in
Winnipeg.
• The Royal Canadian Mint not only
produces coins for Canada but has
minted currency for 60 countries
around the globe.
• Portage and Main is often referred
to as the windiest corner in North
America.
• Winnipegger Nellie McClung
was a leader in the suffragette
movement of women looking to
obtain the right to vote.
(Tourism Manitoba)

The Prophet said, “No fatigue, nor
disease, nor sorrow, nor sadness, nor
hurt, nor distress befalls a Muslim,
even if it were the prick he receives
from a thorn, but that Allah expiates
some of his sins for that.” Narrated
by Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri and Abu
Huraira (Sahih Bukhari Volume 7,
Book 70, Number 545
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ourselves where we will be recognized as respectful
women and be treated as respected human beings and
not as sex objects, soothing men’s eyes by showing our
faces/bodies for free. I say to Muslim women, “Just be
yourself. Be a strong Muslim woman.” This universe is
so big. When one door is closed, ten will open and if ten
are closed, 100 will open. As Rumi said:
I’m like a bird from another continent, sitting in this aviary.
The day is coming when I fly off,
But who is it now who hears my voice? Who says words with
my mouth?
There is a community of the spirit. Join it and feel the delight
Of walking in the noisy street, and being the noise.
(Rumi, pp. 2-3)
Instead of saying, “Yes Sir” all the time, let’s start saying,
“No Sir, not at all”. Start learning to say no more to being
dictated to. Women have a right to dress as they like
within the boundary of modesty. This is a personal issue
of personal choice.
*Dr. Khalida Syed is program Director of Tanvir Peace
Academy

My Hajj experience
By: Sr. Rita Ramchandar
My son Ryan and I left Winnipeg on October 30, 2010, to
begin a trip of a lifetime; always wanting and wishing
to visit Islam’s holy land, and never imagining fully
that this could become a reality. Insha Allah, Allah SWT
fulfilled this dream for both Ryan and I, and may Allah
SWT accept our Hajj. I feel truly blessed to have been
given this opportunity.
We overnighted in Toronto, in order to prepare ourselves
for the long 12 hour flight to Abu Dhabi the next day. After
an overnight stay in this beautiful city, we boarded our
flight to Jeddah, and arrived late into the evening. Here
we waited for about 4 to 5 hours as officials checked our
passports and placed the appropriate stickers to admit
us into Saudi Arabia. We later checked to make sure our
luggage had arrived, and then made our way to awaiting
bus which would eventually take us to our hotel in Mecca,
where we would spend one week. Our hotel restaurant
remained open late into the night for us to have a proper
meal, before resting up a bit, so that we could proceed
to perform Umrah. This was done about 1.00 a.m. that
morning.
Standing in front of the Kaaba, after only reading about it
and seeing pictures of it was totally awesome, incredible,
and I felt a sense of peace watching this beautiful black
robed structure; knowing that our Prophets Ibrahim,
Ishmael and Muhammad (phut) had walked here,
had prayed here, had been in this very place so many,

many, many years before us. We performed our rituals
of circumambulating the Kaaba 7 times and made the
journey between the two mountain spots of Safa and
Marwah.
The pressure and closeness of the pilgrims as we
proceeded around the Kaaba was daunting but tolerable.
We all moved together as one, for the same purpose to
worship our one God. Later we completed the shaving
of the men’s heads and cutting of the women’s hair. We
stayed to pray Fajr prayer, and later explored a bit of the
Grand Mosque, before heading back to our hotel across
the street for some breakfast, and much needed sleep.
We woke up later that day to heavy rain, thunder and
lightning. Ryan had gone out to pray Maghrib prayer
and was blessed with squeegee water (from the cleaners)
all over his head while in sujud. With the large numbers
of pilgrims onsite daily, we felt comfortable heading up
to the 3rd floor for prayer as it was less crowded there,
men praying together, and women praying together.
From this floor we could look down and see the perfect
rows of the pilgrims as they surrounded the Kaaba,
all moving as one as they performed ruku and sujud
together. Temperatures were in the high 30s, with many
40 degree Celsius days.
In Madinah, we prayed in the Prophet’s mosque
whenever we could get in or in the courtyard when
necessary under the huge folding umbrellas. We had to
wait our turn in order to visit the Rawdah (green carpeted
area of the Prophet’s original mosque representing a bit
of Jannah on earth). Women are only allowed to visit at
certain times of the day. This area was very crowded with
groups organized by language or country. We awaited
our turn to enter this sacred place to give our salaams to
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our Prophet (pbuh) and his two companions who were
buried next to him, and to pray our 2 Rakats.
In Mecca and Madinah, we were also fortunate to go
on the Ziyarah (tours) where we were able to see and
visit Aziziah, Mina, Muzdalifa, Mount Arafat, Masjid
Quiblatain, Masjid Quba, and Mount Uhud.
Our next stop was at Aziziah, a suburb of Mecca, a
trip that took about 12 to 13 hours. Two days later we
headed out to Mina that had now been transformed into
a tent city to accommodate the millions of pilgrims who
had come to perform Hajj; to our surprise this trip took
just approximately ½ hour. Our tent was close to the
Jamaraat and it did not take us long to go back and forth
to perform the ritual of throwing the stones.
The next day, we left for Arafat at 6 a.m., with our
bus winding its way through the heavy traffic - many
buses, cars, scooters, trucks, pedestrians, arriving about
an hour later. Here we were shown to large covered
tents where we rested, read, slept, until it was time for
Dhur prayer, after which time we would be spending
the rest of the day until sunset praying to Allah, and
asking Allah for whatever we wanted. We left Arafat
after sunset arriving in Muzdalifa around 9 p.m. The
crowds were phenomenal; no matter where you looked

there was a sea of people stretching from end to end.
Our bus stopped on a street very close to a washroom
for women. We bunked down close to our bus for the
night, and under a half moon and a one star night, I slept
surprisingly well! We awoke at 4 a.m. to take our bus
back to Mina arriving around 6:30 a.m. After a quick
breakfast we left for the Jamaraat, taking the escalators
up to the 4th floor to avoid the heavy crowds. Here, Ryan
and I were able to walk to the far side of the pillar and
throw our stones without any crowd congestion.
What an experience, to be among so many people from
all over the world (the rich, poor, old, young, feeble,
different languages, cultures), all here for the same cause,
to worship Allah, and perform this pillar of Islam, the
Hajj. After the hair cutting, we rested and I got to know
our sister Hajjins better. I have met some wonderful
sisters on this trip. On this Eid Ul Adha day we enjoyed a
very delicious lunch. Our next test was to perform Tawaf
al Ifadah and Saiee at the Haram in Mecca.
Due to traffic congestion we were told that our buses
would not be able to come to our tents to pick us up
for our trip to Mecca, therefore we would have to walk
part of the way to where the bus would pick us up. At
about 1:30 a.m. in the morning with a 29 degree Celsius
continued on page 16
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move down to the 2nd floor to complete our Tawaf, as
it seemed less crowded. By 8:15 a.m. we had completed
our rituals and were back on the bus for our return trip to
Aziziah. Later that night we left on our trip to the Jeddah
airport and then Abu Dhabi airport for our final journey
home, a 13 hour flight back to Toronto.
This journey of a lifetime was a joyful and happy one
for me. Just being there made me feel closer to Allah; my
emotions were on a high as I prayed and contemplated
the Haraam, the Kaaba, the Prophet’s Mosque, Mount
Arafat , drove by places where the Prophets had walked
and lived. It was an overwhelming and wonderful
spiritual experience. Insha Allah we can all make this
journey one day to please Allah SWT.
For those sisters hoping to make this journey Insha
Allah one day, I would offer these words of advice and
encouragement during their stay in Mecca, Madinah,
and the days of Hajj:
• Before you begin your journey, read as much as
you can about Hajj and what is required. Attend
seminars on Hajj when offered.
temperature it was cool enough for our walk. We arrived
at the Haram in time to do Fajr prayer before completing
Tawaf al Ifadah and Saiee. At 8:30 a.m. we returned to
our tents in time to go to the Jamaraat to throw the stones
at the 3 Jamaraats.
The crowds appeared to be huge and a bit scary, and I was
happy to have my son with me to guide me through these
massive crowds of pilgrims as we wended our way to the
3 pillars. Back in our tents the skies opened up and we
were treated to some heavy rain, thunder and lightning.
At bedtime, for the first time I was very, very exhausted.
The next day, after a bit of breakfast, I felt refreshed and
energized. We completed the Jamaraat one more time
before leaving our tent city in Mina for Aziziah.
As we prepared to leave Mina, the skies opened up once
more and this time we had hail along with the heavy rain,
thunder and lightning. The rain flooded the hallways
between our tents and slippers floated by like miniature
boats. For the second time we were told that our buses
would not be able to make it to our tents due to the rain.
We waited for the rain to slow down somewhat before
heading out at 3:30 p.m. in light rain to walk until such
a time we could flag down a bus. We walked through
flooded streets helping those with luggage. The air
was cool and comfortable for our long walk, and after
negotiating a bus we arrived in Aziziah around 9 p.m.
Ryan and some of the brothers had to walk almost all
the way back. On our last day, we were up and ready by
2 a.m. to leave for Makkah to make Tawaf ul Wida (the
farewell Tawaf) before we could return to our homes.
The Haraam was crushingly full of pilgrims, and we
finally made it to the 3rd floor, and then decided to

• Discuss your trip with tour planners in advance, and
with others who have already performed Hajj to get
feedback on their experiences and their itineraries,
and what to take with you. Ask lots of questions.
• On the very hot days, stay in your hotel or in the
shade to cool off, to avoid heat strokes, etc.
• When you are in large crowds, especially at the
Haraam, follow the stream of pilgrims heading in
the direction you are headed. This makes it much
easier than trying to cut through the many, many
pilgrims. Crowds are manageable, and be sure to
have your mahram or someone with you so that you
can assist each other.
• Be sure to take breaks during the day and night so
that you do not tire yourself needlessly; drink lots of
water during the hot days; plan washroom breaks in
advance so that you are not waiting in long lines.
• While you are at the Haraam, for a fee, there are
wheelchairs and attendants readily available to
take the elderly and those who may have problems
walking.
• Travel light and smart - you may have to carry your
luggage from time to time.
• Be patient. If you feel angry or upset at someone just
remember they may be someone who has saved their
entire life for this one chance to be next to the Kaaba.
• Enjoy the experience and do not worry too much
about other people. Remember the focus is Allah
SWT - not the food, hotels, shops and other
distractions.
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From prairie sky to midnight sun:
our journey North with the little
yellow mosque
By Nilufer Rahman

white north and up the Mackenzie, the longest river in
Canada. With all that time, I can only imagine what the
little mosque was thinking, “Where on earth am I going?
Will they like me when I get there?”
Inuvik is a small arctic town of which I shamefully had
never heard of before. It has all the amenities of life,
except a movie theatre. It was September and the air was
chilled, but there was no snow and no blistering cold; it
was not unlike Winnipeg before the snow hits.
I think the mosque will like it here. Things feel mellow
somehow. The “needs” of a bigger city are merely
“wants” in a small town. Everyone’s on a first name basis
and people take the time to stop and chat…just because.
Now there’s a refreshing thought.

Apparently, the farther north you go in Canada, the
colder and darker it gets…or so it would seem…
It was the eve of September last year when an unusual
opportunity presented itself to us. Hussain Guisti of the
Zubaidah Tallab Foundation approached my sister and I
about doing a documentary on the “arctic mosque” that
was about to leave Winnipeg and embark on a 4000 km
journey across Canada, by land and water, to Inuvik,
Northwest Territories. “It’s history in the making!” as
Hussain put it. We heard briefly about the project but
knew little about it, and increasingly became intrigued
in how bizarre it all sounded. Build a mosque in
Winnipeg and send it all the way to Inuvik? Surely there
must be another way to accomplish such a task. Why
did Zubaidah Tallab Foundation take this project on and
who was to receive this mosque at the other end? Were
there actually enough Muslims in Inuvik to warrant such
an effort? It was all too curious to ignore.
“If we’re going to do this, we have to decide now.” So
the next day we found ourselves filming at the Star
Builders construction site where the arctic mosque was
getting some finishing touches before starting its journey
at 4 a.m. the next morning. Seeing the mosque at first
glance, I admit thinking…that’s it? It looks like an oddly
designed house. I couldn’t picture it as a “mosque” per
se; but it makes one think…does a mosque have to look
a certain way to serve its purpose? What is its purpose?

We were driven to the dockyard by Said, a pleasant older
gentleman of Albanian decent who has been in Inuvik for
almost 40 years and is likely one of the first Muslims in
the area. His cab meter read, “mosque arriving at 5 p.m.”
Big news for the little town as it was, and given that close
to 90% of the cabbies are Muslim, they had to be kept in
the loop for the big arrival.
The mosque was met with anticipation by a humble
fanfare of town members and media. I could just hear the
mosque whisper a sigh of relief, “finally home.”
During the weeks that followed, “the little mosque on
the tundra,” as it was now being coined in the press,
was settling in and meeting the community, as were
we. Thrust into the limelight as the mosque was, so too
were the Muslims in Inuvik. It’s odd, but at the time I
never realized how the strangers around me would
soon become very dear friends. We asked a lot of the
community; to let us into their lives and allow us to
film their personal stories and experiences. We followed
people around with cameras and they bore it patiently.
Somehow, the world was being inspired by the goings on
of their little town. The hospitality we experienced was
overwhelming…many a good meal and free cab rides
did we enjoy in Inuvik!
“Inuvik,” or “place of people” is truly just that: a
microcosm of Canada. It’s a small, yet culturally diverse

What a send off for “the little yellow mosque.” News
crews and press photographers lingered around like
paparazzi as it set off towards Selkirk. In a limelight not
of its choosing, the little mosque set off to make the best
of the long road ahead.
Day after day, the endless prairie became hills and
winding roads, through perilous construction sites and
dodgy bridges, across the 60th parallel into the great

continued on page 18
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town of 3,500 people. It’s the homeland of the Inuvialuit,
Gwich’in and Metis peoples; a land rich with culture
and history. There are about 80 – 100 Muslims in Inuvik;
Sudanese to Palestinian, Burmese to Syrian, to name a
few. Many of the town businesses are owned and run
by Muslim families who have made the community
their own. If you go to Inuvik you’ll end up staying a
few years, so the saying goes. Many people we met who
immigrated to Inuvik said they had been there for 5,
10, 15… even 40 years! In INUVIK! I suddenly didn’t
feel odd living in Winnipeg my whole life. Friendship
knows no bounds of religion or culture; it’s a family – not
without the ups and downs of family life, but a family
nonetheless. Indeed, it’s easier than one thinks to set
your roots in the permafrost.
And what an experience the permafrost brings! Water,
sewer and hydro are all neatly organized above ground
and buildings are built on piles and stilts. And the sun
– gone for a month in the winter and always around
for a month in the summer. A challenging scenario for
anyone, let alone the Muslim community who cling to
their clocks to manage prayer times and fasting days.
Iftar and maghrib prayer in broad daylight, that was a

sight for us to see!
Despite the plentiful snow and wintry air of October,
the little yellow mosque was slowly settling in as
many people diligently worked for weeks to complete
construction. Muslims and other town members donated
hours of time to make the mosque feel at home.
On November 10, after weeks of construction and
preparation, the Muslim community inaugurated the
“Midnight Sun Mosque” with an all day Open House
and Dinner. The mayor, community leaders and the
entire town of Inuvik were invited to drop in and see the
mosque and then enjoy a feast at the arena. Some people
commented that the dinner was the largest event they had
ever seen in Inuvik. It was inspiring to see the town come
out to celebrate with the Muslim community. The day
was filled with a lot of emotion. It was refreshing to see
so many grown men cry. I only relished the sight because
I knew it was the good kind of tears; the kind born from
overwhelming joy, excitement and sense of community.
In the end we discovered that the farther north you go
in Canada, the warmer and brighter it gets. A special
warmth exists in a town that is connected; neighbours,

VOLUME 12, ISSUE 1 • 19

colleagues, friends, no matter their religion, culture or
language.

As a community, we need to examine our priorities and
refocus on the objectives that Allaah SWT has set for us.

When we finally prepared ourselves to leave Inuvik, it
dawned on us that the little yellow mosque to which we’d
become quite attached was not making the journey back
to Winnipeg with us. It had made its journey through the
trials and beauty of the Canadian landscape. Awkward
and small when it set out from Winnipeg, it now stands
strong, sure and bright in the land of the midnight sun. It
is home…with the warm hearts of the north.

The goodness and virtue that Islam wants Muslims to
achieve has two dimensions: personal and collective. Both
of them are equally important and should be strivenfor
simultaneously and continuously. However, this article
will attempt to bring into focus only the personal aspect
of those objectives for which Allaah SWT granted us, out
of His infinite mercy, the Deen of Islam.

The Arctic Mosque documentary (Snow Angel Films)
is currently in post-production and is projected to be
released in 2012.
To view a photo slideshow of this project, please visit:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifgsY4wWl9c
http://vimeo.com/17903239

Why did Allaah Give us Islam
By: Br. Ayub Hamid*
Allaah SWT bestowed upon humanity the beautiful
religion of Islam as a complete system of life for enabling
people to attain justice, peace and excellence. Since
Adam’s time, those were the objectives of the Deen of
Islam. Allaah’s prophets and messengers were sent to
establish Islam as a complete system of life to attain
those objectives. The Qur-aan states:
We sent Our messengers with clear evidences and sent
down with them the Book and the Balance so that people
may maintain their affairs with justice. And we sent
down iron, wherein is great military might and benefits
for people, so that Allaah identifies those who, though
unseen, support Him and His messengers. (Al-Ĥadeed
57:25)
Verily, Allaah commands ‘Adl (Fairness, justice,
balance), Ihsaan (Excellence, benevolence, graciousness)
and giving to those close to you, while He forbids
Fahshaa1, Munkar2, and Baghy3. He admonishes you so
that you heed the advice. An-Nahl 16:90
Once a messenger departed, his followers eventually
reduced Islam to merely a religion of rituals and rules
of Fiqh. Unfortunately, Muslims today have done
and are doing the same thing. Consequently, instead
of focusing on justice and excellence, all our energies
are spent on matters such as Raka’at of Taraweeh and
whether Qiyamullayl can be done in congregation or not.
1 Lewdness, indecency, licentiousness, immorality
2 Bad actions, undesirable activities, unacceptable
behaviour
3 Rebellion, transgressing limits, exploiting or violating
others’ rights, abuse of authority or freedom

Allaah likes each of us to become the best a human can
be – striving for excellence in thoughts, intentions, ethics,
morality, behaviour, dealings, interactions, fairness,
equity, care, kindness, generosity, grace, decency and in
all actions a Muslim does in day-to-day life in compliance
with the Qur-aan and Sunnah. This personal excellence
is what it really means to be Muslim and is one of the
key goals of Islam. Following are a few examples that
emphasize this goal when describing qualities of
righteous people:
They believe in Allaah and the Last Day; they enjoin
what is right, and forbid what is wrong; and they
strive with one another in hastening to all virtues,
and those are among the good. (Aali-‘Imraan 3:114)
Indeed, those who live in awe for fear of their Lord,
and who believe in the signs and revelations of their
Lord, and who do not equate anything or anyone with
their Lord, and who give what they give (in alms)
while their hearts are fearful of the fact that they will
be returning to their Lord; it is they who hasten in
all virtuous deeds and surpass others in doing so.
(Al-Mu’minoon 23:57-61)
So much so that the overall objective of all Islamic
obligations is to increase in goodness, to attain excellence
and to strive for the most virtuous behaviour. After
talking about Qiblah and different directions people of
different religions have chosen to follow, the Qur-aan
immediately emphasizes that the real goal is surpassing
in virtues:
And everyone has a direction in which he turns;
then, strive to surpass one another in all virtues.
Wherever you are, Allaah will bring you all together;
surely Allaah has power over all things. (Al-Baqarah
2:148)
Even the Sharee‘ah has been given for the same objective:
For each among you we prescribed a law (Sharee‘ah)
and a traced-out way. If Allaah had so willed, He would
have made you a single people, but (His plan is) to test
you in what He gave you: so strive to surpass one
another in all virtues. (Al-Maaidah 5:48)
continued on page 20
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Here are some examples from Ĥadeeth emphasizing this goal:
Imam Malik reported that he was informed that the
Messenger of Allaah had said, “I have been sent to
perfect the excellence in conduct.” (Muaŧŧaa)
The Messenger of Allaah said, “The most complete in
his faith among the believers is the most excellent of
them in manners and dealings.” (Reported in Aboo
Dawood from Aboo Hurayrah)
The Messenger of Allaah used to say, “Good among
you are those who are excellent in their manners and
dealings.” (Reported in Bukhari and Muslim from
‘Abdullaah Ibn ‘Amr)
When sending Mu‘aadz to Yemen, the Prophet’s
parting words to him were: “O Mu‘aadz, excel in your
dealings with people.” (Muaŧŧaa)

“The most perfect in faith among Muslims are those
who excel in conduct.” (Reported by Tirmidzee,
Ĥaakim, Ibn Ĥambal, and Aboo Dawood.)
“A person can accomplish, through excellence in
conduct, the rank equivalent to the one who spends
the night in prayers and the day in fasting.” (Ĥaakim,
Ibn Ĥambal, Aboo Dawood, Ibn Ĥabbaan.)

function of Allaah’s Messenger and the final result of
his mission. This is indicated in the Holy Qur-aan’s
mention of the functions or duties of the Messenger of
Allaah. When Ibraheem ‘alayhissalaam prayed for the
advent of Muhammad ŝall-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam,
he mentioned this purification as the final result of the
Messenger’s work:
Our Lord! And raise up in them a Messenger from
among them who shall recite to them Your signs and
teach them the Book and the wisdom, and purify them;
surely You are the Mighty, the Wise. (Al-Baqarah
2:129)
When Allaah SWT fulfilled that Du‘aa by sending His
final Messenger ŜA‘WS, He mentioned this purification
of those who believed in the signs as the first and foremost
role of the Messenger:
Even as We have sent among you a Messenger from
among you who recites to you Our signs and purifies
you and teaches you the Book and the wisdom and
teaches you that which you did not know. (Al-Baqarah
2:151)

“Nothing put in the Scale will be weightier than
the excellence of conduct.” (Tirmidzi, Ĥaakim, Ibn
Ĥambal, Aboo Dawood, Ibn Ĥabbaan.)

Certainly Allaah conferred favour upon the believers
when He raised among them a Messenger from among
themselves, reciting to them His signs and purifying
them, and teaching them the Book and the wisdom,
although before that, they were surely in manifest error.
(Aali-‘Imraan 3:164)

“Indeed the most beloved to me of you are those who
are the most excellent in their behaviour (Akhlaaq),
who are gentle in their demeanour and who are fond of
people and people are fond of them.” (Aboo Hurayrah
Targheeb tarheeb Zaadi Raah page 154)

This change in the order of the duties of the Messenger
by Allaah from the order in which Ibraheem had
mentioned them underscores another very important
point as well. It indicates that Allaah SWT wants the
process of purification to start immediately after a person
adopts the faith. It must not wait for more knowledge.
The detailed knowledge and understanding of Allaah’s
commands will come with time and effort concurrently
while a believer is working to achieve this purification
and excellence.

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: To harbour
good thoughts is a part of well-conducted worship.”
(From Aboo Hurayrah in Aboo Dawood, Book #41,
Hadith #4975)

As human beings can never be perfect and there is
always room for improvement, attaining excellence
is an ongoing process. This process of continuous selfimprovement in thoughts, motives, dealings and actions
regarding all affairs of life is called Tazkiyah (purification
and growth), or Tazkiyatun-nafs (purification of self
from evils, personal growth in goodness).
For those who strive to excel in all of the abovementioned
personal affairs, and continue to work on selfimprovement, self-purification and personal growth in
aforementioned matters, the good news is:
Successful indeed is he who performs his Tazkiyah. (AlA‘alaa 87:14)
Successful indeed is he who purifies and grows it (the
self) and a failure is he who suppresses it. (Ash-Shams
91:9-10)
This purification of believers was the first and foremost

The continuous effort to be a better person must start
right away. That is why, at the time of the Prophet
ŜA‘WS, people became changed persons as soon as they
accepted Islam, abandoning right away their commonly
known bad actions (theft, dishonesty, lying, adultery,
etc.) and adopting universally understood good actions
(kindness, generosity, trustworthiness, etc.). Thereafter,
they continued to grow in excellence as their knowledge
and understanding of the Qur-aan (the Book) and Sunnah
(the wisdom) grew. This is the state that the Muslims of
today should strive for and work diligently to achieve!
* Br. Ayub Hamid is an ex-MIA President. Currently, he
lives in Toronto, he is the author of many books on Islam
(http://www.ayubhamid.com)
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Pakistan: Where humanity shines
through the darkness of terror and
corruption
By: Sr. Shahina Siddiqui

My being a woman was a non-issue and the radical
challenges posed to them as questions were addressed
head on. Instead of lectures I encouraged reflection and
critical analysis on the current challenges facing Pakistan.
This 2-way dialogue was productive and difficult issues
were discussed frankly.
I was asked to introduce the Canadian Muslim community,
its history, its accomplishments and challenges. This
segued into a discussion on multiculturalism and its
nuances. The interest peaked as we discussed the policy of
multiculturalism and how we in Canada see our diversity
as our strength and something to be celebrated.

I was in Pakistan recently, where I had the opportunity
to have 6 days of roundtable discussions with twenty-six
madrasah leaders and Islamic scholars from the interior
of Baluchistan, Sind and the northern border areas. I was
the only woman and Canadian invited to this program
and I must say I was nervous and battling the same
stereotypes as most - are these men going to listen to a
woman, could I really reach them and would they accept
me?
Fortunately, the first day put all of those fears to rest as
the group was very forthcoming, polite and respectful.

They were intrigued that our Charter of Rights and
Freedoms ensured the practice of one’s religion and
protected the rights of all citizens regardless of faith,
gender, ethnicity and race. I told them there was no law
restricting the practice of my faith or cultural values,
as long as those values did not cause hurt to others or
violated any laws. At this juncture the niqab issue came
forward and when I explained that we were dealing with
it within the legal system and most of our supports were
non-Muslims, the level of appreciation for Canada’s
multiculturalism definitely increased.
My objectives were to help the participants revive
the Quranic injunction of posing powerful questions,
reflective inquiry and critical analysis. It was in this
backdrop that we discussed suicide bombing, terrorism,
continued on page 22
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justice, tolerance, gender issues and interfaith dialogue.
It was encouraging to observe that our discussions left
the group intellectually and spiritually energized.
In all earnest however, it was I who learned most,
firstly about me and secondly about my country of
birth. I learned that as a Canadian I had learned to
appreciate diversity and as a Muslim I had learned not
to fear differences of opinions. I was inspired by how the
participants patiently and respectfully heard opinions
that they disagreed with and yet carried on the dialogue
that eventually dispelled assumptions and reached
common grounds.
I learned from the participants about the resilience of
the human spirit and how it can rise from the ashes. The
agony of the youth in rural Pakistan was reflected in the
words from one of the young participants who matter of
factly stated, “We have no hope, no plan and no future.
Tell the Western world that the youth of Pakistan are
caught between the corrupt politician and the extremist
pseudo-religious leaders. Despair would have done us
under if it was not for our faith“. This was one of the
most painful moments for me.
Almost all of whom I spoke to condemned the US drone
attacks on northern Pakistan and wondered why the
world has turned its back on the people of Pakistan. One
participant asked me, “ Why is it okay to attack Pakistanis
with drones, killing thousands of innocent citizens, and
why he lamented, are Pakistanis being dehumanized,
brutalized and ostracized for helping the West to fight
the terrorist who are themselves the product of the USA’s
manipulation of the Russian invasion of Afghanistan.”
However in spite of these anti-American sentiments they
were yet able to take onus of what ails Pakistan today.
They strongly agreed that terrorist had to be brought to
justice, that the absence of law and order is the biggest
challenge facing Pakistan and that the interfaith dialogue
is absolutely vital to marginalize extremists/extremism.
Speaking to the anti-blasphemy laws, one participant
from interior Sind argued, “ we have lived with Hindus
for centuries as neighbours and friends. If as the
Islamophobes suggest that Islam calls for the killing
of non-Muslims, then surely all the Alims (religious
scholars) sitting here would have killed at least one
Hindu in their lifetime to fulfill this religious obligation,
don’t you think?.” He continued to echo the sentiments
of his peers that Islam compels them to live peacefully
with their neighbours and pointed out that more Sunni
and Shia mosques have been bombed then any minority
faith place of worship. They offered this not as an excuse
but posed as a question for me. They plainly stated that
the blasphemy laws need to be fixed so as to avoid misuse
and abuse, but could not be repealed in Pakistan as this

would give the impression that insulting the Prophet
Muhammad or Islam is acceptable.
Their analysis of the causes of terrorism and sectarian
strife were well thought out and rigorously reasoned.
They were also quite frank in their assessment of what
needed to be done to tackle the rising terrorist activity in
Pakistan. They clearly and unanimously put the blame
on the corruption in national and local governments on
the USA foreign policy towards Pakistan post Russian
defeat, and the current devastating drone attacks as
well as the agonizing poverty that was devastating
rural Pakistan. They appealed to the West to be better
informed and more compassionate in recognizing what
great challenges Pakistanis are facing and dealing with.
Interestingly, when it came to sectarian strife, they
squarely laid the blame on the Iranian and Saudi sectarian
biased books and conflict ridden propaganda flooding
the markets in Pakistan during Zia -ul-Haq’s reign.
The moral shock of seeing such abject poverty and
then going home in the evening to a rich suburban
neighborhood was hard to reconcile. Yet almost every
day I witnessed the generosity, philanthropy and the
selfless giving of Pakistanis, be it the running of free
hospitals with the best doctors and state of the art
equipment to daily free food canteens set up across the
cities and towns in Pakistan. These are all run by family
foundations and private donors. One of the largest NonGovernmental Agency (NGO) in South Asia is run by the
Edhi trust with head offices in Karachi (http://www.
edhifoundation.com). These charities provide help to all
Pakistanis regardless of religion, ethnicity and race.
The most inspiring impact of my impressions of today’s
Pakistan was to observe the work of NGO’s, especially
those working in health and gender issues, namely
AURAT and SHIRKAT GAH. The courage and tenacity
of these young Pakistanis, both men and women, would
put most of us activist in the West to shame. I was so
humbled by their achievements against all odds and
their diligence to create a better and more just society in
Pakistan was to truly see Islam in action.
On my last day in Karachi as I wandered the cemetery
trying to locate my father-in-law’s grave I paused for a
few moments. In my mind’s eye as I glanced over the
thousands of graves surrounding me, I felt tranquility
rushing through my veins and I heard the whisper, “cry
not for Pakistan, have hope and tell the world of the
goodness that you have witnessed here.” Just then the
path opened up and we were ushered over to our fatherin-law’s grave.
*Shahina Siddiqui is the President/Executive Director
Islamic Social Services Association Inc.-Canada
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Reports
MIA court proceeding updates
Following the November 3, 2010 closure of the legal
arguments by the lawyers of both the applicant (Naseer
Warriach) and the respondents (seven June 6 elected
MIA Executives), Justice Schulman decide to render his
decision at a later unspecified date. However, this didn’t
stop the lawyers from going back to the court again to
argue on two new court challenges.
The first one was a court challenge by the applicant to
stop the respondents from holding the constitutionally
mandated Annual 42nd General Body meeting scheduled
for November 28. Following the court hearing on
November 19, the newly elected Executive Council (E.C.)
sent an AGM meeting cancellation notice through an
e-mail announcement. The e-mail stated that “We regret
to inform you that the Manitoba Islamic Association annual
general meeting (AGM), originally called for November
28th, 2010, has been canceled. The cancellation comes as
the result of a legal challenge by Dr. Naseer Warraich and
subsequent guidance of the judge considering the MIA
leadership court case”. The e-mail went further to note:
“Your feedback and input is important to us. Insha Allah we
will hold an informal town hall meeting soon. The details

will be announced on the MIA website and the Manitoba
Muslim e-newsletter”.
The second court challenge came following the
cancellation announcement, where the applicant filed
another legal challenge to stop the respondents from
holding the informal town hall meeting under the name
of the MIA. Justice Shulman heard the case on November
24, but denied the applicant’s injunction request and saw
no point to it.
Justice Schulman’s final decision was handed down on
January 12. The judge ordered the following:
(i) The results of June 6, 2010 election, are set aside.
(ii) The actions taken by Warriach to dismiss Kidwai and
Soufi and appoint Khan and Haseeb are set aside.
(iii) Warriach and Rana are reinstated as members of
E.C., as President and Vice-President respectively,
and Kidwai, Soufi, Al-Roubai, Chisti and Rahim may
be reinstated to the E.C. if they accept reinstatement
within seven days of entry of this order; and
(iv) If, after seven days, there are one or more vacancies
on the E.C., a by-election shall be called under
the supervision of the court and pursuant to the
provisions of the general by-law.
Four of the five reinstated executives accepted their
reinstatement; the fifth (Shariq Kidwai) declined.
Justice Schulman’s decision was readily accepted by
respondents, hence the court
case was closed, except for some
remaining formalities.

Members of the
reinstated MIA
Executive Council
• Nasser Warriach, President
• Akram Rana, 1st Vice President
• Kadim Al-Roubaie,
2nd Vice President
• Sarfraz Chishti, Treasurer
• Taib Soufi, Member
• Ashfaq Rahim, Member
• Secretary not yet decided
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Report on Tanvir Peace Academy’s
children food bazaar and blanket
drive
By: Adam Nuno*
At the end of last year, Tanvir Peace Academy organized
an event for the kids to hold an Eid Food Bazaar. The
planning of the event took from November to midDecember during which the event was advertised to the
public and students in Winnipeg. The Children’s Food
Bazaar was held on December 18, 2010 at the Waverley
Grand Mosque, Winnipeg. Staff, parents and students
participated. This was a great opportunity for the kids to
show their talent and also their interest in joining hands
to help out in any humanitarian assistance.
The main purpose for the event was to fundraise for
the Pakistan flood victims. The children brought with
them delicious, fresh and hot home-made ethnic foods
to be sold at the event. The children in Pakistan need
help; they need shelter, food and medical assistance. All
proceeds went to the flood victims in Pakistan. This is
what inspired the kids of Tanvir Peace Academy to help
take part in this project; Children helping children!
Also with the help of our student ambassadors, we
had a successful blanket drive through a campaign to
raise awareness of the need to help the flood victims in
Pakistan. Thank you to the Mennonite Central Committee
for shipping the blankets to Edhi Foundation, Pakistan.
Participants had a lot of fun, eating food, and playing
different games. Prizes were handed out as well at the
end of the food sale. Parents appreciated Tanvir Peace
Academy’s work and how beautiful the event was
organized.
The Tanvir Peace Academy’s staff, student ambassadors
and volunteers put a great deal of effort and time to make
this event a success. We thank you!
*Adam Nuno is volunteer Peace Ambassador: Tanvir Peace
Academy

Muslim Youth Inspired
By: Br. Tariq Sohail
In Pakistan on July 26, 2010, rain flooded the Indus River
and over the next few days it would leave 1,781+ fatalities
and 20 million people internally displaced. As a Muslim
and as a Pakistani, it hurt me to see the international
community respond to the disaster very poorly, only
donating up to 2 billion USD. I saw this disaster as an
opportunity by Allah to help our own brothers and sisters
in a time of need. It’s like a test (jihad); Allah says in the

Qur’an that He won’t leave the believers alone without
testing them. The flood victims have their own test and
we who are able to help them have ours.
Fort Richmond Collegiate is described as a staunch
activist for global human rights issues and humanitarian
disasters. Luckily I attend this school along with many
other Muslim youth. With respect to that, I formed a
committee for the Pakistan Flood and we decided to host
a major fundraiser. Essentially what we were going to
sell was food. We decided it would be best to hold it right
before and during lunch hour on a school day because
people will be hungry.
Alhamdulillah; we sold two hundred samosas in an hour
and raised $1,127.36 in ninety minutes. I cannot express
how successful this fundraiser was by the Grace of Allah.
It literally took hours to count the money we had raised
and even though it was extremely tiring, it ended up
being a fun and productive event. Masha Allah!
An article published January 26, 2011 on BBC said,
“At least 170,000 people remain in relief camps and swathes
of land are still under foul water in the south. Pakistan’s
government is to halt most emergency relief efforts this
month. The UN appeal for $2bn (£1.26bn) to rebuild
Pakistan remains only 56% funded.”
The need for help is still there. We need to put
ourselves in their shoes and understand the enormity
of the situation that still exists alongside the social
and political instability. Winnipeg city government is
already preparing for a flood that is predicted to be as
epic as that which occurred in 1997; if you can imagine
yourself in your own home with no electricity, no clean
running water and no mobility for a week even, you will
understand the torment that millions of our brothers and
sisters have and are going through. Tomorrow it could
be us facing the same calamity, would we not expect to
be helped?
This committee that was formed in September of last year
has decided that the successful outcome of this event has
led us to consider holding more fundraisers across high
schools in this city. We advise all those that are willing to,
and can help, to contact me at tariqsohailkhan@gmail.com.
I believe Allah has given every single individual
infinite capacity to do right in this world. It isn’t about
how small or large of an effort you can make because
it may very well be small, but remember that it is the
billion individuals around the world who come together
to create this Ummah, and as a whole we possess the
strength to make a difference. The question isn’t about
“will it matter?“, because everything YOU do matters
collectively for this community.
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Interview

Dr. James Christie,
Professor of Whole World
Ecumenism and Dialogue Theology

Interviewed by: Br. Usman Mohamed
Dr. James Christie is a professor of Whole World Ecumenism
and Dialogue Theology and former Dean of the Faculty
of Theology at the University of Winnipeg. Dr. Christie
is a life-long ecumenist (A movement promoting unity
among Christian churches or denominations. A movement
promoting worldwide unity among religions through
greater cooperation and improved understanding and a
strong advocate of interfaith cooperation and a pioneer in
dialogue theology. In July 2010, he was appointed Director
of the Ridd Institute for Religion and Global Policy in the
Global College at the University of Winnipeg. The Manitoba
Muslim had the unique opportunity to get his thoughts on a
number of the issues facing the interfaith community. Below
is an excerpt of his interview with the newsletter.
Q. In your speech at the Canadian Islamic Chamber of
Commerce, you spoke passionately about the Andalusian
model. Could you elaborate on that model and how you
think it can be applied to contemporary society?
A. I had been thinking about this for a while now; I
have only just begun my own historical studies on the
Andalusian experience — those 700 years that I think
was tragically ended by the accession of Ferdinand
and Isabella to the throne of Spain in 1492. However,

I have yet to find any account of that experience of
the Iberian Peninsula, governed by Islamic authority,
which provided substantial and very dignified space,
as I understand it, for Jews and Christians, that didn’t
refer to it as the “ornament of the world”, as one of the
title’s terms it. I guess my passion is almost an obsession;
though I am convinced that an essentially secular
governmental structure allows us to be the best we can
be religiously, nevertheless, it was an extraordinary thing
that under any government — be it, theocratic or secular
— that three related but divergent religious communities
could have such a positive experience for such an
extended period time. What fascinates me is the basic
question, if we (the three Abrahamic communities) were
able to do it then, surely there is no reason we cannot
do it now. Sure, many things have changed — the whole
political reality of the world has changed dramatically
since the 18th century — but nevertheless, when three
religious communities lived together so positively and
productively, such that 600 years later, it is still looked
upon not only by the Muslim community, but also by
the Christians and Jews who know about it, as a “golden
age” with virtually no substantial critique, you say to
yourself, “If we have done it once, what would permit
us to do it again?”
In the context of the event in June, what struck me
most was that the autumn before, Arthur Mauro had
spoken about Winnipeg as a new Geneva — which he
meant with respect to the endeavors to promote human
rights and the Museum of Human Rights. I understand
what he’s saying, except I’m not sure Geneva was ever
really a great model. It was home for the failed League
of Nations. It has been a centre of ideals — but ideals
are always promised and never actually realized. On
the other hand, from the point of view of our religious
traditions, if we look at Andalusia, we look at a place
where those ideals were realized — for 7 centuries! When
we consider the Winnipeg community, with its increasing
mixed population of people from around the world and
of a variety of religious experiences, if there’s any place
in Canada — perhaps in the world — where it might be
possible to think about what the Andalusian experience
might look like in the 21st century, surely it’s here.
Q. In your mind, what would you envision as some of
the practical steps or the necessary ingredients for such
a model to be realized in our contemporary society?
A.We have a couple of organizations, like the Manitoba
Interfaith Council (MIC) and the Interfaith Roundtable.
It seems to me that they are good models; they have
been around for a long time. The Interfaith Roundtable
seems to be, not so much an organization, but a collection
of friends of different faith traditions. The MIC dates
continued on page 26
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back to the 1960’s, but really has been mostly — not
exclusively — a Christian, ecumenical experiment. I
think it may be, particularly on the heels of the summit
last year, a good place to begin, first of all, exploring
— and there is a national partnership working on this
— what a “Canadian Council of Religions” might look
like. One of the things that might be useful in Winnipeg
is to talk about the way in which a Winnipeg council
of religions might take the work that has already been
begun by the MIC and the Interfaith Roundtable, faith to
faith, and push a little bit further. To begin saying, let’s
meet regularly and talk about the religious health, and
by definition then, the societal health of Winnipeg and
Manitoba. Lord knows, there are lots of ways in which
we need to do that.
The second thing would be for us to find ways to at least
one weekend a year to open the doors of our traditions to
the wider community. I have talked about this idea with
Dr. Perry Kimmelman, who is very keen on finding ways
for Winnipeg’s religious communities to cooperate not
only with one another, but to make their presence known
in positive ways to the wider community. It strikes me

that the one thing that would be a tangible step would
be to have a weekend every year in which that Friday,
a mosque or more than one mosque open their doors
to visitors at a particular time of religious hospitality.
On Saturday, one of the synagogues would similarly
open their doors — people would be invited to witness
or experience a synagogue experience and a mosque
experience. Then on Sunday, the same thing might be
done in a Christian church, and within the rubric of
food rules, to find some possible way for people to be
welcome, to have food, and meet other people.
On Tuesday evening, we are taking the next step
on a project begun with the Lieutenant Governor’s
Office and the Canadian Centre for Humanism (in
Montreal). We began the project in 2007 called “the
Lieutenant Governor’s Award for the Advancement for
Interreligious Understanding”. That first year, the award
was provided by the Canadian Centre for Humanism,
and went to a Muslim, a Roman Catholic, and a Jew. This
year, the award is to be conferred on Tuesday evening
by the Lieutenant Governor on Zane Zalis, the composer
who produced “I believe”, which although inspired by
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the Shoah [Holocaust] of Nazi Germany, is designed to
trigger people’s thinking, and perhaps their prayer and
their feeling as well, about the nature of the way we
relate to one another and the nature of genocide.
Another project may emerge from this particular faculty,
or at least this particular university. We’ve been talking
for sometime with the MIC about the possibility of
establishing a certificate in inter-religious dialogue.
Those are some of the concrete ways, they are steps. In
the meantime, in the community there are other things
that are leading towards this. I notice that Akeem
Kibamba is just about there, with good news about the
Afro-Canadian community. That cannot, but help the
idea of building an integrated and respectful community
in Winnipeg, because virtually every world religion is
here now. It can begin to demonstrate the positive impact
they can have on human life, in fact, I think I haven’t
read it yet, but I understand that was a message in an
editorial the Winnipeg Free Press. I am trying to arrange,
but we haven’t had any success so far, to have a project
in the Winnipeg Free Press similar to what the Ottawa
Citizens ran for many years. But the name of the project
is terrible, it is called; Ask the Religious Experts, which
gives me the chill. But the idea is on a weekly basis
for the people of the various religious communities to
respond to a particular question or issue in about 300
words and interesting enough, has been for many years
(I contributed for five) the most widely read feature in
the Ottawa Citizen publication history. There are a whole
variety of ways, and all of them are incremental steps.
Its not one or the other that is necessarily going to do
it, but I think they are just samples of the ways we can
demonstrate in Winnipeg that it is possible to achieve
that kind of energetic religious harmony.
Q. There were interfaith summits held here in Winnipeg
in the summer; what are some of the objectives and
how did it come about?

The summit that was held here in June is one of the
series that began in London in 2005 and was originally
convened by the Archbishop of Canterbury and by
Jim Wallace, the American Evangelical to draw the
attention of the religious community to the Millennium
Development goal that was established in 2000 during
Kofi Annan’s Millennium Summit. And at the same time,
to draw the attention of political leaders especially in
the G8 nations, now the G8 and G20 to the conviction
of the religious communities that those goals are to be
achieved. The chances of achieving them are pretty
slim in 2015, which was the target date. Each year has
been an entirely different experience. There has been
an attempt to convene working religious leaders, not
necessarily those whose names are in headlines regularly
but rather those people who are engaged regularly
in inter-religious dialogue and action on part of their

religious traditions worldwide. We decided that having
participated in developing the goals, Canadians didn’t
begin participating until 2007 and were invited by the
Canadian Council of Churches. We felt that in 2010 with
the G8 being hosted in Canada, that we needed to have
a religious summit here too and given that Dr. Axworthy
has very broad international perspectives, and given that
I was here at the University as well as President of the
Canadian Council of Churches, we thought, why not
Winnipeg? We extended the invitation to the religious
leaders meeting in Japan in 2008 and they enthusiastically
agreed. In January of 2009, we established an international
partnership made up of 47 religious communities. About
25 of them were Christian and the balance was from
other religious traditions including Jewish, Muslim,
Hindu, Bahai particularly. Together with the leaders of
these groups from Japan and us on the other hand, we
simply pursued the same course that we did earlier and
reminded the G8 leaders of the critical need to respond
to the world’s deepest pains and to deal with the
Millennium Development Goals. On the second level,
we decided to organize very differently, if there seemed
to be little information in some religious communities
in Canada, it was even less widely broadcast in some of
the other countries because for the first time in Canada,
we actually had a public awareness campaign and built
this coalition of 47 groups, we didn’t simply have this
small liaison committee. The fact is that the message
of the event was pretty significant, we have 8 pages of
references to articles that were printed worldwide from
as far away as West Africa to the Washington Post, so
there was a very broad media awareness of the event and
of the nature of the religious cooperation and leadership,
which perhaps in its own way led to this new Andalusia
model. More importantly, in the long run perhaps, the
partnership has agreed to continue for at least 3 years to
try and determine whether or not the likelihood of that
event held here in Winnipeg and the partnership that
convened it, will be possible to establish for the first time,
a Canadian Council of Religions. We also received a grant
from Minister Kenney to try to continue the process of
engaging politicians with religious communities across
the country. We are working on that on an ongoing basis
too. The event here was successful enough, it appears
that there would be one held in France in 2011 and in the
United States in 2012 and Britain in 2013.
Q. Permit me to be a bit critical, there are people within
various faith communities who see these conferences
as opportunities for people in the upper echelons of
society to meet and expand their circle of interaction.
A number of them also believe that in many of these
gatherings, the participants in their daily lives are often
significantly amputated from the empirical realities of
regular people. What makes this conference different
continued on page 28
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in that regard and what are the chances that some of the
goals you set will be achieved?
A. Well, first of all it is a fair criticism that these
conferences tend often to be done by people who have
the personal and organizational resources to take part in
international travel. What we try to do that makes us a
little different is the broad public education program that
was designed first of all to raise awareness and secondly
to bring people in each of our religious traditions at the
grassroots level in to engage with politicians, particularly
in Ottawa. We have been trying in more tangible ways to
get every Member of Parliament in the country to put
the Millennium Development goals on their website to
indicate that they support them and to do everything
possible in Canada to achieve them. We are not there
yet, but its been a point of pressure. We had well over 30
events that were called interfaith dinners held literally
from coast to coast to coast involving people from various
faith traditions coming out to meet their local politicians
so the politicians can listen to grassroots religious leaders
speak. We engaged young people for the first time in these
summits and we did everything that we could to ensure
that persons could come from the global south and from
every region of the globe and that made a difference this
time around. It wasn’t simply people from the wealthiest
countries; we had delegates from Latin America, East
Asia and Africa whose costs were covered. We found
ways for the richer countries to ensure that those from
less financially developed countries were able to attend.
Is there a risk that we will still remain a kind of religious
elite? Yes there is always that risk and that reality, but we
did our best this time to address these concerns. The other
thing that we did was to engage religious constituencies
in Canada about gaining access to their communities. We
developed preparation manuals to allow people from
these communities to understand how the work of the
summit might translate to their day to day lives. We
don’t know how effective that’s going to be, but we have
at least taken the initial steps.

Q. My next question pertains to a recent editorial in
the News of the World that suggested that the world is
becoming increasingly polarized along various lines.
They also suggested that religious tensions are on the rise.
Do you agree with that position and what steps can be
taken to curtail the rise of religious tensions in the world?
A. That’s by Rupert Murdoch, isn’t it? I find it hard at
first to know what to believe about the suggestion that
religious tensions are actually on the rise or not. When
I look back to the earlier twentieth century, which is in
many ways that period when world religions start to
come into contact with one another; what do we see?
We see the Armenian genocide, which in part seems to
have religious implications, we have the horror of the
Nazi genocide, we’ve had the tragic decision of some in

the west to set up Islam as the next enemy of the United
States after the implosion of the Soviet Empire. There
have been some significant forces over the last hundred
years doing everything they can to get religions to dislike
one another. That’s not that difficult to do. When people
hold their religious convictions and believe very dearly,
it is not a difficult task to offend someone on a religious
basis, so we know there is plenty of fuel to build a very
substantial fire between and amongst religions. Quite
frankly, not only between religions but within them as
well. The nightmare of Northern Ireland particularly
comes to mind. Muslims and Hindus were so at odds
that the British managed to leave the Indian subcontinent
divided in 1948. Who knows what people were thinking
of, in the way the Palestinian-Israeli conflict was
aggravated in about 1919 and 1940 before even they got
into today’s quagmire. Religious tension has been so
bad in the last hundred years for me to understand why
people are saying they could get any worse. That’s the
first thing, so am just not sure, whether that assertion
is accurate or whether it makes good media that can be
used by some politicians, who love to find ways to get
people to be afraid of one another. On the other hand,
some intellectuals have observed that the twentieth
century might be looked at as that period when the
world religions begin to talk to each other and frankly
we didn’t before, because it was not until the end of the
twentieth century that serious interfaith dialogue began
and out of that have come a number of things. We have
the extraordinary initiative taken by 126 Muslim scholars
talking about the positive contributions of Islam out of
Alexandria. We’ve got the initiative by Prince Hassan of
Jordan. There are so many positive religious initiatives
around the world right now at both a grassroots and
global basis. It is difficult to not have at least some sense
of hope that the religious communities, regardless of
what is projected upon us by a largely secular press
and largely secular politicians, may well have positive
contributions to what the religious communities have
said, which is, that regardless of our religious differences
we recognize that all human beings deserve a fair
chance at a good life. Now, that is new to me, that didn’t
happen in the twentieth century. To my knowledge it
has never happened in the course of human history since
at least, the beginning of the common era. To me it’s a
wild card, there is a book published twenty years ago
called, Religion, the Last Dimension of Statecraft. It’s
a collection of essays, many of which suggest that the
human community hasn’t yet began to experience the
positive potential of religion in the world and I think
that is true. There is much that would divide people of
different religions, and much that would divide people
within the same religious communities. Well, yes, so
what! The issue surely is not agreement, for heaven’s
sake, Christians could never agree with one another! The
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issue surely is respect and if we can begin to learn that,
then perhaps there is some degree of hope yet.
In terms of what we can do about it at the broad global
level, the more international conferences we have that
are picked up by the media to demonstrate how leaders
in different religious traditions get along together, the
better. But more important are the initiatives at the
grassroots level, e.g. the initiative with the Lieutenant
Governor here, the possibilities that occur when the
Interfaith Roundtable convenes face-to-face like they
did with the American Consul last year. There are
initiatives that range from the grassroots level to the
levels of international religious leadership — all of which
contribute to a better understanding.
Q. There is a pending legislative intervention regarding
the banning of the “Niqab” in Quebec. What are your
thoughts on the issue?
A. It’s always challenging to comment on something
occurring in another religious community, so it is difficult
for me to comment on the internal debate. As an outsider,
my understanding is that the question of whether to
wear a niqab is not so much a question of the essence of
Islam (of the teachings of the Qur’an or the Prophet), but
rather a question of particular cultural realities — and
the same thing is true of Christianity, that there are issues
that are cultural, and not religious. It is always sad when
a cultural norm becomes divisive within a religious
community. But, how do you distinguish between the
two — we have yet to sort it out, so why would we expect
Islam to have sorted it out?
Regarding Quebec, I think we have a series of competing
“goods”. By that I mean that Quebec understands itself
to be a secular society. The Quebec that I grew up in was
dominated by the religious world view of the Roman
Catholic Church — much like France prior to the French
Revolution. I think we are still dealing with the reaction
of a society that was almost entirely religiously governed.
That was only a half century ago; it changed dramatically
and suddenly. Now, more than half of Quebecois (of
Francophone origins) don’t bother to get married — that
would have been unheard of when I was a child. Divorce
was impossible for Catholics and practically impossible
even for Protestants. Virtually every aspect of life, from
education to where you work, was determined by the
local parish priest. So historically speaking, Quebec is
not a society that is going to have much patience with
a perception that any tradition (cultural or religious) is
going to stand in the way of a secular society, based on the
principles of the Enlightenment. That’s not so bad, when
you consider the Quebec that I grew up in was not on
equal footing by any means. The French were dominated
by religion; the English were dominated by the mercantile
system on St. James Street in Montreal. To establish out
of that, a community that is as open and welcoming of

immigrants as Quebec has been (more than any other
province in Canada, historically) is probably a positive
thing. The flipside of it, however, is that it is very difficult
for the government, lawmakers, and many people in the
media of Quebec to recognize that it is possible to be
supportive of a free and civil society, and yet still want to
maintain religious and cultural differences.
If there is a tension within the Muslim community
around the issue of niqab, I think this tension about
religious freedoms, human rights, and how a civil
and secular society is maintained in the face of visible
religious differences, is a really critical debate that is not
easily resolved. The one thing I would want to say to the
Muslim community is to try and be patient, regardless
of which opinion they hold concerning the niqab. And
I would say to the Quebec society, just because you had
a rotten experience for four centuries does not mean it
has be a rotten experience with religions from here on
in. Islam is a very different religion than pre-Vatican II
Roman Catholicism. I am not trying to waffle here, just
trying to observe some of the stuff that is historical and
hysterical. The trouble is, it is difficult for people to sort
out the historical from the hysterical in Quebec right now.
From a personal point of view, Billy Graham, the
Christian Evangelical from the US, who was a
conservative, conservative Christian by anyone’s
standards, once said that he ultimately had to leave
the question of abortion to women, because no matter
what he felt about it personally, it was something that he
could never experience directly, and he had to trust that
women would exercise their control over their bodies in
accordance with the religious faith and their conscience.
I thought that was an extraordinary thing for him to say.
What I would hope is that the time would come when
the debate around the niqab — or for that matter, any
custom of any culture — that impacts primarily one sex
over the other, can be decided mainly by the members of
that sex. As an outsider, I would want Muslim women
to decide on the niqab — not the Quebec government or
anybody else.
Q. Multiculturalism has been a hallmark of Canadian
society but recently, it has come under attack. How do
you see Canada’s multicultural experience?

A. I think more good has come out of official
multiculturalism than otherwise. The risk of
multiculturalism is that it is reduced to a kind of show
and tell: we are glad to have different cultures, because
it’s great for tourism, and we can look as though we like
one another. Sometimes there is a weakness because any
official government program that is based on respect for
difference can seem arbitrary and paternalistic, which is
what some critics of the multicultural program have to
say. But I think the way to redress that is not to eliminate
continued on page 30
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an official position of multiculturalism; it is for those
of us in the cultural communities to take it seriously
enough to really engage with one another. In other
words, a multiculturalism that does not reinforce the
things that are at variance between our different cultures
but to bring them together.
A very concrete example is the Canadian Islamic
Chamber of Commerce. On the one hand, you could say,
what we really need is just a Canadian Islamic chamber
of commerce in which Muslims feel free to participate.
Sure, but, if when you investigate further, you begin to
realize that Islam’s perspective on everything from the
organizing of business (work hours and opportunities
to pray regularly) to lending and interest is very
different from an Anglo-Saxon business model that has
dominated the world for the last several centuries. So,
it makes sense to both emphasize the differences and
yet find ways to cooperate. But if multiculturalism is
going to be more than simply an official policy of the
government of Canada, it is up to us to make it a reality
— not just at Caribbana or Folklorama, but day-to-day
working together. So, when Hakim Kibamba says that
the African Cultural Centre will be good for the whole
inner city, he is right, it needs to be good for the whole
inner city. When Youth for Christ put up this whopping
great gem at Main, it better not just be for Christian
kids — it needs to be for everybody. In schools, every
year there is some fuss about “Christmas concerts” vs.
“holiday concerts”, I don’t think it matters; Christmas
is not in danger in this country because of what a
school decides to call or not call a concert. But what a
much better model if every group within a school had
the opportunity to demonstrate its particular cultural
traditions to the other kids — whether Eid, or Kwanzaa,
or Diwali, or Christmas, or Hanukah?
In the end, multiculturalism says that it will be a
level playing field in Canada for people of different
backgrounds; it is one of the things that makes an
Andalusia possible in the country. But if it is really going
to work and not be some arbitrary, show-and-tell based
cultural reality, it is up to us to appropriate it and ask,
“How do we want to get along together?”
Q. Any final thoughts on the issues we have talked
about?

A. It is both a very big world and a very small world.
And there really is room for all of us. There is a very
famous entrepreneur; restaurateur (deceased now)
from Toronto called Ed Mirvish. He rebuilt the Royal
Alexandra Theatre in Toronto, and he set up a series
of warehouse restaurants right next to it: there was an
Italian one, a seafood one, a roast beef one, and Chinese
one, to name a few. In the menu of each of these different
restaurants, there was a motto: “If you want home
cooking, eat at home.” To me, this is a significant insight,
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even if Ed didn’t mean it to be. The insight is, celebrating
difference is something that is not only possible, it’s
the essence of life. I like to think about me, but the
exciting thing is finding out about the other person.
When I travel, the exciting thing is not to find the people
who are the same as I am, but to find out that they are
different — and yet underneath that we are still human
beings. There are things we share and things that divide
us widely. Why would anyone want to be the same as
the next person? Oscar Wilde once said quite famously,
“Be yourself. Everyone else is taken.” That is key; there
is a lot of room in this world for us to be ourselves —
whether politically, religiously, artistically, culturally,
personally. To recognize, to be willing to understand it,
and to respect it, is probably the most important thing we
can work at for the human community, both in our own
lives and in our children’s lives.
The other thing that comes to mind is, if there is a God
(and I believe there is), I am convinced that all of us
(Christian, Buddhist, Jew, etc.) have got it absolutely
right and absolutely wrong at the same time. That is to
say that we profess a god, who has, in some way beyond
our understanding, created all things, sustains all things,
and loves all things. When any of us says that God wants
us to even be absolutely the same in how we think about
God or even experience God, I think we have got it
absolutely wrong. This comes back to the United Church
study, that we may know one another. I’ll quote the
Qur’an in English, according to my understanding: the
verse [49:13] says, “O people, we created you from the
same male and female, and rendered you distinct peoples
and tribes, that you may recognize one another. The best
among you in the sight of GOD is the most righteous.
GOD is Omniscient, Cognizant.” I would simply want to
say, “Amen to that!”
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in Selkirk Settlement in
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• Was educated at St.
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for the priesthood at the
College de Montréal; as
well studied law with
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• The provisional government he established
negotiated the terms under which the modern
province of Manitoba entered the Canadian
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• He was a central figure in what is known as “the
North West rebellion”. Riel sought to preserve
Métis rights and culture as their homelands in
the Northwest.
• Riel was forced into exile in the United States
as a result of the controversial execution of
Thomas Scott during the rebellion.
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Community Services Contact List
Educational Services:
Quran classes:

a) MIA Adult Quran class
• Location: Waverley Mosque
• Day: Wednesday at 6:45 - 8 pm
• Main instructor: MIA Full time Imam
• Contact: e-mail: imam@miaonline.org;
phone: 256-1347 ext 239
b) MIA Quran class
• Location: Waverley Mosque
• Day: Sunday at 11:30 am
• Main instructor: MIA Full time Imam
• Contact: e-mail: imam@miaonline.org;
phone: 256-1347 ext 239

c) 1st light Quran learning program
• Location: Waverley Mosque
• Day: Wednesday at 6:00 pm
• Main instructor: Sheikh Ammar Al-Khatib
• Contact: e-mail: alia@dujann.com;
phone: 229-3539
d) WCM Quran class
• Location: Winnipeg Central Mosque
• Day: Sunday at 11:00 am
• Main instructor: Sheikh Ammar Al-Khatib
• Contact: e-mail: ammarjka@yahoo.com;

Weekend Islamic Schools:

a) MIA Al-Noor weekend school
• Location: Churchill High School, 510 Hay
Avenue (off Osborne)
• Day: Saturday, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
• Contact: e-mail: yasminali@shaw.ca

b) Al-Hijra weekend school
• Location: Al-Hijra School, 410 Desalaberry Ave
• Day: Sunday at 10:30 am
• Contact: e-mail: yassir_ali1@hotmail.com;
phone: 293-0519

Full time Islamic Schools:

a) Al-Hijra Islamic School
• Principal: Abed Mussa
• Location: 410 Desalaberry Ave
• Contact: 489-1300
• Website: www.alhijra.ca

b) Ecole Sofia School
• Principal: Dr. Taïb Soufi
• Location: 1188 Dakota Street
• Website: http://ecolesofiyaschool.weebly.com

Library:

MIA Al-Hikma Library
• Location: Waverley Mosque (behind the gym)
• Contacts: Ehab El-Salakawi: eelsalak@yahoo.com
or Furqan: fbrajput@gmail.com

Social Services:

Counseling and social services:

a) Islamic Social Services Association
• Location: 201- 72 Princess Street
• Contact: 944-156
• Website: http://issaservices.com

b) Canadian Muslim Women’s Institute
Assisting newcomers: English classes, sewing
programs, community pantry & more
• Location: Winnipeg Central Mosque, 715 Ellice Ave
• Contact: 943 8539
• Website: www.cmwi.ca

Financial Assistance:

a) MIA Takaful Social Assistance Fund
• Website: http://www.miaonline.org/services
• Contact: takaful@miaonline.org
b) Marriage officers (licensed)
• Full time MIA Imam: imam@miaonline.org
• Sheikh Yassir Ali: yassir_ali1@hotmail.com
• Omar Siddiqui: jibreel2000@yahoo.com

Youth and Student Services:
Youth camps and activities

• Website: http://www.winnipegmuslims.ca

University of Manitoba Muslim Student Association
• Website: http://www.ummsa.org

Other Organizations:
Zubaidah Tallab Foundation

• Website: http://zubaidahtallab.com

Canadian Islamic Chamber of Commerce

• Website: http://www.islamicchamber.ca

Canadian Muslim Leadership Institute Inc.

• Website: http://www.canadamuslimleaders.ca
Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are the sole
responsibility of their authors.
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906 Main St. 589-2244

NOW OPEN – ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Dr. Haresha
Pediatrician

Dr Jensen
.

General Medicine and House Calls

Dr. Rahman
General Medicine

WALK-IN. NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY.

DOCTOR HOME VISITS

Call our House Call dispatch for home visit

589-5555

(Services covered by Manitoba Health)

Dr. Abu-Shahma
General Medicine

1.6 million establishment for the community

Main Street Medical Centre
www.DoctorHomeVisits.ca

Dr. Allan

General Medicine and House Calls

   
  

200 – 286 Smith Street

  
 
R3C 1K4

Ph. (204) 784-8362
  
Fax (204) 775-0902
 
Winnipeg, Manitoba
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